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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Caleutta, on Monday, 
the 7th February 19d8, at 345 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. S]>eaker (tlie Hou’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hauvk, 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ hie Ministers and 202 members. 

Oaths. 

The followin*: members made their oath or affirmation of allepriance 
to the Crown : — 

(1) Maulvi Zahur Ahmed Choudhury. 

(2) Mr. W. A. M. Walker. 

(3) Mr. n. R. Norton. 

(4) Mr, F, T. Homan. 

(5) Mr. L G. Kennedy. 

(G) Mr, J, P. Ander.Hou. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 
(section G) of the Benfi-al liC^nslative Assembly Rules, 1937, I nominate 
the following members of the As.sembly to form a panel of four Chair- 
men for the ensuing session; — 

(1) Sir George Campbell, Kt. 

(2) Mr, Sarat Chandra Bose. 

(3) Begum Farhut Bano Khanam. 

(4) Mr. Hem Chandra Naskar. 

tfnless otherwise arranged, the s^ior member among them present 
in the above older will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly 
in my absence and in the absence of Deputy Speaker. 
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OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


[7th Fbb., 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, before we proceed to the 
business of the day it is my melancholy duty to give expression to, on 
our behalf, our deepest sense of grief and sorrow that the inscrutable 
hands of death have successively within the last few months removed 
three of our illustrious countrymen, viz.. Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, 
rrinci{)al Heramba Chandra Maitra and Srijut Sarat Chandra 
Chatterjee. 

Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose has left for himself a permanent place 
in the role of scientific achievements of the world. He conquered the 
many unexplored peaks in the domain of science and won for this dear 
province of ours, a recognition in the intellectual history of man. He 
is much beyond any one of us to enable us to make any estimate of his 
character, career and achievements. Others may and probably will 
do it much better than ourselves but I am sure none will mourn the 
loss so decj>ly as we do ; he belonged to \is and to our province. Our 
loss is still fresh and our grief is deep and personal, and we stand tonlay 
bewildered and overwhelmed that he has left us to seek his eternal peace 
and refuge. 

But as 1 lead to-day the description of his mortal frame being taken 
out and carried in ])rocession among homage of thousands who gathered, 
I find Principal Heramba Chandra Maitra, too weak to walk by him- 
self, helped by otlier.s present on the oc< asion. Little did anybody then 
realise how the inevitable end was stealthily approaching him to lead 
him towanls the d(‘stined end of all mortal beings. He was a teacher 
in the true sense of the term and for successive decades he taught us 
how to take the torch from generations past, to keep it bright for 
generations to come. He had profound respect for truth and integrity. 
He has passed away leaving his monumental achievement in the field 
of education in an institution which has a recognised place to-day 
amidst the institutions in Bengal. 

Srijut Sarat Chandra Chatterjee’s place in the field of Bengali 
literature is such as for many years have delighted thousands of 
hearths and homes in this province and outside. He died in an age 
unlike the age when he was born and he has pnr excellence in his 
literary works given expression as to what he had in his time seen, 
heard and felt since the early dawn of the 20th century. He escaped, 
what we sometimes learn the terrible calamity of being a youthful 
prodigy. He began his life\s career in circumstances which would 
have ordinarily chilled and choked the noble gifts of nature, but he 
succeeded in finding for himself an abiding place in the literature of 
Bengal wherein he gave expression to what there is in the average life 
of a Bengali, his joys and sorrows, his strength and weakness, hia 
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passion and emotion, his love and hatred, his wisdom and weakness, not 
merely in broader streets and avenues of life but in the many narrow 
lanes and by-lahes in slums and bustees, in dismal and dark surround- 
ings. 

Death af any one of such strikingly towering personalities is a 
calamity of greajb magnitude, hut the passing away of three in succession 
is a great national tragedy. I am sure, ladies and gentlemen, it is your 
desire to convey our deep sense of public and personal loss, the loss to 
ourselves and to this province to the cause of science, education and 
literature and our deepest sympathy to the members of the bereaved 
families. 

I now request you, ladies and getlemen, to signify your assent by 
rising in your places. 


(Pause.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thank you ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will 
take the necessary steps. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Resolution on Forest grievances made at Cox’s Bazar Tenants’ 
Conference. 

M. Khan Bahadur Mautvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; Will the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Forest and Ex<ise Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether any action has lieen taken on the resolutions of the 
Cox’s Bazar Tenants’ Conference held on the 15th October 
1937, regarding forest grievances and on other representa- 
tions from the District Muslim licague of Chittagong; 

(h) if so, what is the result arrived at; and 

(c) is the Government considering the desirability of bringing any 
legislation to remedy the grievances of the fozest areas in 
Bengal ? 

MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’bla Mr. Praeanna Dab Raikat): (a) and {b) Yes. Govern- 
ment have the subject matters of the resolutions under examination 
now and intend to remove, as far as practicable, all legitimate 
grievances of the tenants. 

(c) No legislation is at present contemplated. 
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KtMUi Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how long Government propose to take to 
give relief to the tenants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Steps are already 
under consideration and I hope that this will be finished very soon. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister l>e pleased to state, if Government is not prepared or is not 
contemplating to take up any legislation to redress the grievances of the 
people in the forest areas, whether he will appoint a Committee of non- 
official members to enquire into this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: As I have al- 

ready said, Sir, tljp matter is under consideration. 


Report on the complaints by girl students of Dacca Medical 8chool 
against the Deputy Superintendent of the School. 

*2. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon’blc Minister 
in charge of the J^i])lic Health and l.ocal Self-Government Dei)artment 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the District Magistrate of Dacca submitted his report 

on the imiuiry made by him regarding the complaints made 
, by some girl students of the Dacca Medical School against 
the Deputy Suj)erintendenl of the School ; 

(b) if not, when is it expected; 

(c) whether Government liave any intention to make the report 

public; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher 

Ali); (a) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) The report is under the consideration of Government. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when this report was received by Government? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: Last month. 
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Mr. BIRENORA HATH MAZ|JMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Government have not yet decided whether 
the report should be made public or not? 

Th0 Hon’Me Mr. SYED NAU8HER ALI: I think, Sir, that I 
have already replied ihat the matter is under consideration, 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when (joveniment will bo able to give its considered 
opinion iii the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAU8HER ^Ll: It is veiy difficult, Sir, 
to give any time limit, flit* matter will be attended to as soon as more 
pressing business of thi* State permits. I may, however, give an indi- 
cation of the volume of work that is involved in the consideration of 
this report, and I think that will satisfy the questioner. Tlie report 
itself — I have only seen it just now — extends to over 100 typed pages, 
and the evidence and exhibits come to perhaps several thousands of 
pages. So it is not an easy task. T have gat helped all this from my 
Secretaries. I cannot make any definite statement, but it will surely 
take a very long time; there does not, however, appear to be any 
urgeney about the matter. 

Mr. SYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Minister in replying to a question referred to the member 
who put the que.stion as the ‘‘questioner:’’ May I know from the 
Chair whether the word “questioner” is Parliamentary or notP 

Mr. SPEAKER; Well, I do not know hoV it is not Parliamentary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
jdeased to state if the ofBeer involved is going shortly to retire? If 
8(», will be please state if departmental action will be taken before he 
retires? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SYED NAUSHER (ALI : Well, Sir, I do not know 

if the officer is due to retire shortly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In that case, may I know, Sir, 
when he is due to retire? 


The HeiPMe Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALl. I require notice, Sir. 
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Sato of tauzto in BakarganJ CoHeotorato in 1917. 

*3. Mr. 8ADARUDDIN AHMED; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to state how many 
tat/zis including the Ichas mahal estates have been sold in revenue sales 
in the Bakarganj Collectorate during the year 1937 P 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Praeatf Singh Roy): 252. 

Mr. 8ADARUDDIN AHMED; Will th» Hon’bk Min^r be 

pleased to state the number of estates that have been put up^iito sale 
in Bakarganj during 1937.^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The numiber of 
khds rnafial tenures advertised for sale during this period was 1,742. 


Dismissal of certain Hindu officers in the Agriculture Department 

•4. Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chaige of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that several Hindu officers of the Agriculture 
Department, who liad put in fairly long years of service, have been, 
during the recent months, either dismissed or reverted back to lower 
grades of service P 

(h) If the answer to (f?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister he pleased to state the names of such officers and the circum- 
stances in which each of them was so treated? 

(c) Is it a fact that a comjiaratively junior European officer has 
been brought down from liurma and aj)pointed as Assistant Director 
of Agriculture, superseding the claims of an Indian officer of the 
department? 

(d) What are the considerations kept in view by Government in 
appointing new men and in granting promotions in the department? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Three Hindu officers have recently been dismissed. None 
have been degraded. 

(h) (1) Balm Paresh Nath Chakrabarty, Field Assistant to the 
Economic Botanist, Bengal — for attempt to defraud Government by 
submitting a false accoyiit and for temporary ipisappropriation of 
Governmenf money. 
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^ (2) Babu Monoranja^i Monlik, Fieldman to the Economic Botanist — 

for abetment of Babu Paresh Nath Cbakrabarty in temporary mis- 
appropriation of Government money by submitting? false account. 

(3) Babu Satish Chandra Bhatiacharjee, Head Clerk of the Second 
Economic Botanist — for tampering: with official records. 

(c) No. The European officer recently selected for appointment as 
Deputy Director of Agriculture on J-ransfer from Burma, has put in 
about 15 years* service in the Indian Agricultural Service and w’as 
already employed as a Deputy Director of Agriculture in Burma. 

(d) The main consideration in appointing new men or in granting 
promotions is efficiency. While it is desirable to reward efficient 
officers by promotion to higher posis, it is at the same time considered 
necessary to make direct recruitments at a reasonably high stage so as 
to secure men of higher technical qualifications with more energy and 
power of initiative than men of advanced age promoted from lower 
services generally have. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (a), whether the following 
officers : — 

Messrs. Sharangapiini, Dwijadas Dutto, P. C. riiowdhury and 
Sujyoli Nath Chatterjee who have for a long time been officiating in 
higher iwsts, luxve been I'^everied to the other jwsts?^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwa]a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: I 

want notice, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Witli reference to «answers (h) and 
(c), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the crises of 
Mr, Paresh Nath Chakraviuty and Mr. Monoranjon Moulik had been 
thoroughly enquired into ])y the superior officers concerned, and that 
they were found not guilty, and the Director of Agriculture got one 
Mr. Malik an officer from another department in their places to enquire 
into the position and to report just as he (the Director) liked? 

Tho Hon'bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I do not know, Sir. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to^ 
state if any criminal action has been taken against the officers who 
have h^en found misappropriating Government money? 

The Hofi*bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaduri^^id Daooa: 

So far as I know, No. 
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Maulvi ABDUL C|\RI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government contemplate any criminal action against these 
officers ? 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith regard to Babu Satish 
Chandra Bhattacharjee (3), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Christie, the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, who enquired into tliis case, declared that it was a pure case 
of conspiracy against him by certain people, I believe, high above him, 
and that there was no evidence against him? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as I am aware, Sir, it is not correct; but departmental reports 
are confidentiaL 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: AVith reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any Indian 
officer was available with the same qualifications? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith regard to Satish Chandra 
Bhattacharjee, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there w’as another 
officer named Mr. H. Mazumdar, who w'as also similarly charged on the 
evidence or complaint of one discharged Muhammadan officer w’ho was 
a fieldman under him? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this Mr. Mazumdar who was for some time 
suspended by Government and who w as employed by the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee, was ultimately found by that Committee to be not 
guilty? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of it, Six, but I will enquire into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; AVill the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether, in view of the fact that Mr. H. Maeumdar 
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vhose case was hanging along with that of Satish Chandra Bhattacharjee 
has been exonerated by the Indian Central Cotton Committee, his case 
(the case of Satish Chandra Bhattacharjee) will be looked into again? 


Wt SPEAKER: It is an argument, Dr. Sanyal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: All right, Sir. With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
employment of this Euiopean officer will mean the automatic blocking 
of Mr. P. C. Chowdhury, the only l.A.S. officer in this department? 


The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

No. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the records of this officer were made public? If not, how c<iuld 
Dr. Sanyal come to know all these things? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khawaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocai 

Well, Sir, I do not know hem* Dr. Sanyal ciune by all this information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8|ANYAL: (Pul your question to me and I 
will give you the reply.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer {d}^ 
will the Hon'ble Minister l)e pleuscil to state il lie is aware that 
Mr. S. L. Sen Gupta, who is not even a graduate 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, have some pity upon the shorthand 
writers. You are speaking at such a fast rate that it is difficult for 
them to take \ou down 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you, vSir. I hope you will * 
treat it as a question carried on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that one Mr. S. L. Sen Gupta who is not 
even a graduate has been appointed to a superior post without any 
qualification whatsoever? 

Mr. SPEAKER: To which item your question relates? 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is with regard to answer (d). 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think, that cannot arise, because that would be 
too far-fetched. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you permit me I would put the 
words for ‘'flattery’* and “corruption”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot permit you to do that. 

The Hon’ble Nawato Khwaja HABIBULL(\H Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware, Sir. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that one Rehanuddin 
Aliined, a discharged fieldman, was given a temporary job in the oflBce 
of the Director of Agriculture, Dacca, temporarily between July and 
August 1937, and that he was the officer who complained against 
Mr. H. N. Majumdar and Mr. Satish Bhattacharyya ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Allowance of detenu Birendra Nath Daa Gupta. 

•5, Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Special) Department W jileased to stale whether he is aware 
that detenu Birendra Nath Das Gupta is interned in the district of 
Myiin‘ii.singh and is allowed Rs. 15 as allowance? 

(h) If so, did the Government take into consideration the standard 
of living of Birendra Nath Das Gupta before fixing the rate? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Naiimuddin) : The hon’ble member appears to have been mis- 
informed. The allowance sanctioned in this case- is not l^s. 15; 

Babu NAG EN DR A NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the monthly allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Rs. 25. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is it not a fact that the sum of Rs. 25 is not 
adequate in consideration of his family circumstances? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Construction of separate building for Bengal Legislative Council. 

1. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether Goveniinent propose to sanction the construction of 

separate buildings for the meetings of and the loiation of 
the offices of tlic Bengal Legislative (\)micil; 

(b) whether they arc aware that such arrangtuucnts uould entail 

additional expenses and consequent burden on the tax-payers 
of tlie country; 

(c) the circumstances under which such expenditure is sought to he 

incurred ; 

(d) whether Government pro|)Ose to consult the Beiural Legislativv* 

Assembly on the matter before sanction is given; and 

(p) whether the vote of the Assembly will he taken separately on 
the budget provision for this expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 00 Yes; a separate 
building is j)roposed. 

(b) They are aware that it will entail additional e.\]>ense. 

(c) For the convenience of both Houses of the Tyegislalure, and their 
staffs. 

(d) and (c) Provision will he included in the budget in the usual 
manner. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: What is the amount sanctioned 
for the purpose? 

Tha Hmt’m Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe the Hou’ble 
member is rei^ing^ to (d). 1 would request him to wait till the 
budget is presented as I cannot reveal the secrets of the budget now. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to the plan of the 
proposed building, is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to say 
whether the proposed site will interfere in any way with the ameni- 
ties of the High Court? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8lr NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable mem- 
ber may rest assured that the plan will be sanctioned only if it does 
not interfere with the amenities of the High Court. 
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Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the construction of a new building for the Legislative 
Council will be a huge waste of public money? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Or. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this action was taken at the suggestion or 
request of the Council? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What action? 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The proposal for a separate 
building. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly the members 
of the Bengal JiCgislative Council have more than once drawn the 
attention of the Government to the inconvenience caused by the lack 
of a suitable separate building for themselves. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Eon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when and how this opinion of the members of the 
Bengal Legislative Council was communicated to Government and 
in what form the motion took place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZMUDDIN: The attention of the 
Hon’ble President was drawn by the members of the Council to the 
inconvenience caused for not having a separate building of their own. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether a substantial section, if not, a majority of 
the Bengal Legislative (^ouncil, do not want a separate building'^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think I can safely 
contradict that statement. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to inform you that I liave given notice of a motion that the business 
of the Assembly be adjourned — - 

Mr. SPEAKER: The adjournment motion of which you have given 
notice to discuss a definite matter of public importance on account of 
the situation arising out of the recent refusal of Government to accord 
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sanction to an electrical scheme of the Corporation of Calcutta com- 
municated in their letter of the 28th January 1938. I want to see 
whether it is in order or not. Mr. Hashemy, how is it a matter of 
urgent public importance? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: If we do not take up this 
matter and discuss it now, it will he difficult to do so later on as the 
lease expires in OctoWr 1938 jmd our terms of contract and the 
tender we have called expire on the 3rd March next. If it fails, it 
will take another ten ycar^ to give notice to that comi)any, hut we, 
the members of the Cor]H)ration, want to give notice this year. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H, $• 8UHRAWARDY: Government have refused 
sanction and the question does not arise as to whether this tender, 
expires in March 1938 or whether the option expires in October 1938. 
The matter is at an end now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th c poini which Mr. Hashemy wants to raise is 
whether the matter of refusal is one of urgent public imj>ortan(’e. 


Th6 Hon’blo Mr. H, S, 8UHRAWAR0Y: The refusal having been 
communicated to the Calcutta (.'orporution, tiie matter is closed now 
and there is no urgency at all. 1 w'ish to add however that tliis 
matter can he ventilated in this House when the budget will be dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I just jMunt out to you in 
reply to what has fallen from the Hou'ble Minister of Couimerce 
and LalK)ur that the fact that Government have refused sanction to 
the Corj)oration to acquire the electrical undertaking on the expiry 
of its present lease is certainly a matter which can be agitated in 
this House and the House is not prepared to take it that even if the 
adjournment motion is carried Government will not reconsider their 
position and accord sanction before the lease expires. From that 
point of view it is not only a matter of urgent public importance 
but a very urgent matter of public importance. 

8PEAKER: Now that this matter has been discussed the only 
question which I am now called upon to decide is whether this is a 
matter of urgent public importance. The whole situation arises out 
of the refusal of Government. What course the House would take 
on that refusal is not for me to decide. Btrt surely this is a matter which 
is one of definite public importance and' it is also urgent in view of 
the fact that the lease is to expire very soon. In view of that I give 
my consent to the matter being brought provided the requisite num- 
ber of members take their stand in giving their consent. The motion 
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that the businesB of the House be adjourned to discuss a matter of 
urgent public importance, viz*, the situation arising in consequence of 
the recent refusal of Government to accord sanction to the proposed 
electrical scheme of the Calcutta Corporation, is therefore in order. 
I would now put the motion to the House for ltate being given by 
this Assembly for its 'discussion. 

Mr, Cb MILLER; On behalf of tie European group I object to the 
motion being discussed. v 

Mfi SPEAKER; Those who are in favour of the adjournment 
motion may rise in their seats. 

(More than 50 members rose in their seats in support of the 
^adjournment motion being discussed.) 

Mr, SPEAKER; As more than 50 members have given their assent, 
the honourable member has the leave of the Assembly to move his 
motioiu It would be convenient however if the matter is taken up 
to-moiTow because we would adjounn very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; If there is another adjournment 
motion on another subject brought up to-morrow 

Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 cannot anticipate what l)r. Sanyal has in the 
back of his mind. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not 
sure if I iun in order i^i drawing your attention to another adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am afraid you are not. 

Mr. T|iL8l CHANDRA C08WAMI: But do you think. Sir, you 
could give me time later? 

Mr, SPEAKER; You can certainly renew it at any time you 
choose, but I will have to decide it on its merits. 

' Mr. Bose, is there any objection to the motion being taken up 
to-morrow? I may just point out that Mr. Hashemy has taken this 
House by surprise, and it is not fair to the Government, because he 
gave notice of this motion for to-morrow, and it is only 15 minutes 
before the Assembly sat that he gave notice of the matter being taken 
up to-day. That ]>eing the case feel that it will not be right on 
my part to fix it on the agenda of to-day. 

Mr. SARAt CHAHDRA BOSE: 1 would not like to inconvenience 
the Hon’hle Minisfpr if bA fAAln diffimltv. 



1938.3 ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 15 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is my impression. The original notice was 
for to-morrow. Mr. Hashemy changed it only just 15 minutes ago 
for to-day, and as such it will not be right if I take it up to-day. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I say, Sir, that if the 
Hon ’hie Minister would prefer having it to-monw I should have no 
objection. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDY: I should like to have it 
to-morrow. If it is taken up to-day 1 can only reply from memory. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The matter will be taken up to-morrow at 0 y.m. 


Detention of an M.L.A. under executive order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I at this 
stage rise on a jKiint of privilege? We find from amongst us one 
imjjortant member so far as we are concerned is absent. We undeiefand 
that he has been prevented from ailending this Houee in spile’^f your 
summons, I mean the summons of Ilis Excellency the Governor, due 
to certain executive order which has rendered his attendance impos- 
sible. This is Mr. Niharendii Dntta Mazunidar. J submit, Sir, It if 
up to you to create history. It is recognized in all progressive Par- 
liaments that meml>er8 of the legislature for some frivolous grounds,^ 
can never be prevented from attending meetings of the I^egislature, 

I submit that you kindly get the proper explanation from the Goveni- 
meut in this regard, and if you are satisfied that he is detained 
without any justification, you kindly issue instructions that either 
this House do adjourn till the member attends or that the Govern- 
ment do produce him and bring Comrade Mazumdar alhlongvt us. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not aware of the fact, but I will look into 
the matter. You see me in my Chamber to-morrow molming, and 
in the meantime I will make an enquiry and ascertain the facta 
about the case. 


Rules of Business. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I beg to present the interim report of 
the Committee to draft Rules of Business. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The report has been circulated, and it is the wish 
of the Committee that some more time should be given to the Com- 
mittee. Is it the pleasure of the House that time may be extended? 
With the leave the House time is extended, I will fix the time 
later on. ^ 
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GOVERNMENT BU8INEU. 

Financial Business. 

The Hon’biK Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg to lay 

on the table the supplementary schedule of expenditure for 1BB7-S8 
aui hen ti Gated by the Governor under Section 81 read with Sub-section 
(1) of Section 80 of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Sir, under Section 81 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to 
present a Supplementary sUitement showing the estimated amount of 
exj)enditure tluit will be necessary for the current year. The total 
amount of such anticipated expenditure for the year is Rs. 3,42,000 of 
wlilch Rs. 98,000 is voted and Rs. 2,44,000 is charged. The total grant 
•i'or appropriations is revised under 8 major beads. - The reasons for such 
anticipated expenditure under the various heads which co\ild not be 
foreseen at the time of the preparation of the Budget are given in 
the Statement for the information of the Members, and the Hon’ble 
Ministers in charge of respective departments will further explain 
the position in respect of ea^di head of expenditure when they will 
liiake their demands. At this stage, Sir, I do not Want up, the 

time of the House. 1 present the Stippleihenfdry ’^Hmiate of expendi- 
ture- for tlie yt^ar 1937-38. 

Dr. NALtHAKSHA BANYAL: Is it presented by the command 
of His Excellency? 

TKeMon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: |t is not necessary 
for me at this stage to say “it is by the command of His Excellency”. 
It is when the Hon’ble Ministers make their respective demands that 
they say “by the command of His Excellency”. 

Sir, I beg to, lay before the Assembly the agreement yr^^ich has 
been eUtei^d into?" by .the Government of Bengal with the Reserve 
Bank of India undef Section 21 (4 j of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934, on the twenty-fifth day of August, 1937. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I will just enquire of Mr. Bose and aWfhe' lender 
of the House whether it is the desire of^ tha. Hotfee’ that after the 
party, which will last till about 6 o!clock, it should be desirable to 
meet to-&y, or to adjourn till to-morrow. 

Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BOBE: Mr. Speaker, I think it is the 
general sense on this side of the House that the. rest of the business 
after your reception and party may be adjourned till tormoirow or 
iome other day convenient. ,, . * . ^ 
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Mnrivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I want to draw your kind attention to 
some hiconvenience that will be caused to members on this side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you had better mention it in my Cham- 
Jjradjburn the House till 4-45 p.m. 

(Adjoumiiiaiit) 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Tuesday, the 8tb 
February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



18 


[Sts Exb.j 


Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 8th February, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr Sj lejikei (tile litiii tile Khun Hniiadiir M. A/l/l'L IIaov’', c.I.E.) 
in the (’hair, II Hon'lile Ministers and 200 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The estate of Hajee Chowdhury Md. Ismail Khan. 

♦6. Mr. 8ADARUDDIN AHMED: Wjll the lion ble Minister in 
chnipe (d the lIcNeniie l)(‘j>4n tinent be )il(‘ased to sttite — 

(«) when (he estate ot llajee ( howdhutx Md., Ismail Khan has been 
jdaced under tin* ('ourt of Waids; 

(h) the number of oHneis incbidin^- inhsildur^ and theii moharrirs 
serving- tiiere; and 

(r) the numbei of them that aie Muliaininadans y 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): The estate \^as taken ehar^>-e of by 

the (’ourt ot Wards in 192.V 

(b) and (r) The estate is grouped with other estates and the officers, 
including and rnoharnrs, are retained for the work of the 

entire group of estates — the cost Ix^ing borne proportionately by each 
estate. No separate staff is maintained for the estate of Hajee Chow- 
dhury Md. I^imail Khan. There are 30 officers, including one Manager 
and one Circle Officer and 4 of them are Muhammadans. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: What are the other 

estates in this group 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MD. AFZAL: What are the four 

Muhammadans y Are they peons? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYf So far as the 

first part of the question is concerned I ask for notice. Chaprasis are 
not within the category of officers. 
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Klltn BllMNlur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: When were the other 

estates taken charge of by the Court of Wards? 

The Hon’bie Sir BiilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: How many of the officers belong to 
the scheduled castes? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon‘ble Minister be 
pleased to ^tate tor our information uhat i*. the utilii\ ot lhi'«{ question 
so tai .1" the }iiildic ate concerned? 

Mr, SPEAKER: 'riuH is mO for the Hon'ble Minister to answer. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Chittagong. 

*7. AI.Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ( harge ot the ( 'o-lqlerati^ e Ci'e<lit and Uural Imlebtedness 
Department he pleased to state, thana h> thana. how man\ Debt Settle* 
inent Hoards ha\e been eslahlished in the district of ChiltugongF 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Mulliok): A statement is placed on the table. 


^tatem^ni referred (o in the ^eply to the starred question No. 7, 


Polic('-stations, 




Double Moorings 


.. 1 " 

Sitakuiid 


.. 4 

Mirsnxai 


.. 3 

Panchalais 


.. 1 

Hathazari 


.. 3 ' 

Fatikcheri 


.. 4 

Kaojan 


3 

Rangania 


.. 5 ^ 

Boalkhali 



Patiya 


.. 5 1 

Anwara 


.. 2 J 

Saikania 


.. 5 \ 

Banshkhali . . 

, , 

.. 3 / 


1 (Kotwuli police- 
Htation also in- 
cluded). 


1 

1 


40 


3 



20 ADJOURNMENT MOTION. [8th Feb., 

AI*HaJ Mauiana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Why is it that the Cox's Bazar 
subdivision has been left out altogether? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because there 
was no proposal received from the local officers. 

AI-HaJ Mauiana Or. 8ANAULLAH: DoevS the Hon'ble Minister 
propose to establish ordinary more boards in the district of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As soon as 
we receive proposals we will certainly consider the question of 
establishing such boards. 


Enquiry as to the fate of a question. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUL HAFEEZ: May I ask what has 
happened to my question about the appointment of Mr. Shahabuddin? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not prepared on general principle to answer 
what has been the fate of each and every question because it will mean 
a mere waste of the time of the House. If any honourable member 
however wants to know what has been the fate of his question, he may 
either enquire from Secretary or from me when I am in my chamber. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I sent intimation to you, »Sir, 
of my intention to move an adjournment of the House on a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, viz., the death of Hareiidra Nath 
Munshi, lately a prisoner in the Dacca Central Jail who had resorted 
to hunger-strike. I had your consent to move the motion. Yesterday 
I did not move it becau.se there was another motion which had priority 
over mine. Have I your permission. Sir, to move an adjournment of 
the House either to-day or to-morrow so that we might discuss the 
matter. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I want also to move an 
adjournment of the House on a matter of urgent public importance, 
viz., the arrest of Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, a member of this 
Assembly, and some others on their arrival at Comilla on the 2nd April 
last. 

Mr. BREAKER a My difficulty is that under the rule, as it stands, 
only one adjournment motion can be taken on a day. The urgency of 
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the matter passes away when there are so many adjournment motions. 
The gentleman who is fortunate enough to rise before others and to 
catch my eye, has got his first chance, and the others will be practically 
knocked out for the time being. I propose however to take up all 
the adjournment motions to-morrow and if I find that it is possible 
under the rules or the conventions to permit such of them as are 
really urgent to be discussed I shall allow it; if the urgency of the 
matter however is such that one or two days’ delay would not affect the 
situation, I shall also consider that point to-morrow but not to-day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are other motions 
also of which notice has been given but which have so far not been 
moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the> are not m<>ved, they w’ould lapse. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what we should 
like to know. Some sort of arrangement should be arrived at by which 
we sh(»uld know definitely wlien there are three or four adjournment 
motions. Which of the motions will be given precedence? In that 
case Government get some advantage of the notice which has been 
given, otherwise it gives us no opportunity whatsoever to be ready with 
anything. 1 should specially like to draw the attention of the House 
to the notice of the adjournment motion which we received three days 
ago, I )>elieve, from Mr. Shanjsuddin about the privileges of certain 
members of the Legislative As.sembly, but that has not \et been moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER. As the rule stands at present, only one motion can 
be discussed in a day's sitting. Those gentlemen who have got my 
consent can raise the issue to-morrow, and if I find that the urgency 
still remains and tliat there is no bar to the motions being moved, I 
shall certainly a<lmit that one which first came to my notice. Unfor- 
tunately as the rule stands at present, it is not possible for me to make 
the Government know in any manner in advance as to what the exact 
position will be. 

Tb# Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As the rule stands at 
present, members have got to make a rush to you and whoever gets the 
first chance will V)e fortunate enough to get his motion admitted. I 
submit it will not be the c(»rrect procedure in all cases. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as to-morrow concerned, as there are a 
number of adjournment motions I will take up that adjournment motion 
first, of which I got notice first. The question of urgency will however 
be considered in every case and that which came first to my notice will 
be first taken into consideration. 
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NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

RESOLUTIONS 

(on mattdrs of General Public Interest) 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is of 
opinion that a Committee consisting of not more than nine members, 
both otficials and uon-offirials, of whom 5 at least should be members 
of this Assembly, be immediately constituted to enquire into the exist- 
ing rent, with a view to devi>e way^^ and means for the i)roper reduction 
of rent, the Committee to submit its report in course of 0 months. 

Sir, in moving this resolution 1 do not think it will be very much 
necessary for me to go into the details of the urgency of this (jiiestion. 
The cry for reduction of rent has been rending tlie canopy of the sky 
for the last few years. Sir, this agitation is not the agitation of a 
demagogue, or of a politician who wants to (‘atcli the opportunity of the 
moment; it is not an agitation of a chimerical nature; it is not also 
the agitation of one who wants to distract or destroy the constitution 
itself; but it is a wail which rises uj) froij) the core of the heart of the 
man who feels for it. Sir, the ])easants of Bengal have been so very 
bard bit that their cry is “take off; take off; my shoulder cannot bear 
the burden any longer'*. That has been the cry of the Bengal peasants 
all these yeur?>. Sir, if we just consider the ([uestion at a great detail, 
we find that it is not only the (jiiestion of excessive rent, but also there 
are other (juestions involved in it, namely, liiffh taxation, excessive 
rent, non-productivity of the land and things of that nature. It is not 
necessary for me at this stage to go into the (juestion of heavy taxation 
and oilier details. 1 will onl\ confine m\self to the (jiiestion of reduction 
of rent, whether it is necessary, whether it is feasible, whether it is 
practi(*able or not. In going into that (jiiestion 1 think it will also be 
nece.ssary to know that it has alwa\s been said that a contented and 
happy peasantry is a countrx 's pride in fact, and it cannot be denied 
that the pea.santry is the backbone of a country. Break this backbone, 
and the whole fabric of human society will fall through, shattered and 
crumbled to piece.s. Now the backlxine of tlie Bengal peasant bag 
already been broken, still the shaky pillar has been bearing the burden 
with much difficulty. It is for the Members of this House, it is for 
the Members of this Legislature to visualise a day which perhaps is 
not very far off when there might be a mass revolution whic^b will entail 
great changes, which will bring down not only the zamindaries, not 
only the vested interests, but the Government itself. Such a day is 
not very late in coming. It is the duty of the statesmen, it is the 
duty of the politicians to look ahead, to look searchingly, because it it 
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fools only who would not look beyond their own shadows. There- 
fore, Sir, I would submit that the Members of this House should not 

tnke this question on the ground of sentimentality, or as an erratic 

demand, but if the Members feel that it is necessary, they mnst resolve 
i£hd resolve stoutly, because the resolution itself will deliver the gooils. 
Now, Sir, what are the circumstances which have brouffht about the 
present condition? Sir, as I have told you already there are thevse 
grounds, namely, high taxation and exces.sive rent, and moreover added 
to that. Sir. there is the n()n-produ(‘tivity of the land and unsympathetic 
attitude both of tiie provincial as well as of the Central Oovernment 
towards tffe industrial development of the country as a whole. Though 
I told you that it is not nece.ssary to go into the question of taxation, 
still I will have to say a word about it. only because taxation after all 
touches the land. Of (‘ourse* in dealing with the question of this taxa- 
tion, naturally one has got to deal with the (juestion of the Permanent 
Settlement though that is not the theme for us at present. Of course, 
the Act that was thought ne(‘essary in the year 1793 is no longer neces- 
sary. The everchanging circumstances of the <‘ountrv do not require 
that an everchanging law should remain any longer. It is necessary 
no doubt, Sir, that the (Government wants money, that the reve- 
nue of the Government has got to he increased, and to increase 
the revenue Government has got to take recourse to further taxa- 
tion and so on and so forth. Of ('ourse, that question w'ill come up 
later on. But what is the present state? I ask you to imagine, Sir, 
the present state of the Bengal peasant. It can be ([uoted in one 
sentence only. It i.s like this: the Bengal peasant just rises from his 
sleep and wears a gnmcha taxed 5 per cent.; then he strikes a match- 
box taxed 10 per cent. ; then he take.s a chiJUm taxed 20 per cent. ; then. 
Sir, he goes to the plough, taxed 11* per cent., and with that he goes 
down to the field wherein he is pursued and followed hy the blaclf 
chowkidar and red-turbanned barkandaj till he is pursued to death 
where he is laid dowm with a piece of cloth taxed 11 per cent. That 
is, Sir, the situation of the Bengal peasant, and it is not only for the 
excessive rent, but also for the fact that there has been this heavy taxa- 
tion, and in order to do away with that, the Permanent Settlement must 
go. But as I told you that is not my present theme. 

Now, Sir, coining to the question of reduction of rent, so far as the 
land is concerned, the land no doubt is the monopoly of the man who 
cultivates it. For it was said by Adam. “Go down to earth and earn 
your living by the sweat of your brow ’* ; but what do we find in Bengal? 
In Bengal we find that land has been the legalized monopoly of the 
Zamindar. The Zamindar makes an income from the land which can 
very well be said to be the unearned income of the Zamindar. The 
Zamindar has got to pay only a fixed amount to the Government in order 
to benefit the community whereas the Zamindar realises 7^ 8 or 9 times 
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more from his tenants. Not only that, hnt the Bengal Tenancy Act 
itself has given the Zemindar a long rope by which he can increase the 
tenant’s rent by leaps and bounds without any check, restraint or ' 
hindrance whatsoever. 

Now, Sir, it may be said that what is the present rental that 
Zemindars realise from the tenants, and what is the revenue paid by 
the Zemindar to the Government. And in order to satisfy this House, 
and in order to satisfy the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Revenue, I will quote some figures, figures which will show that 
they are staggering, and that will make every man, every sensible man 
reel. Now, Sir, these are the figures. I will give you the figures, Sir, 
regarding every different divisions — Presidency, Chittagong, Burdwan, 
then Dacca and all other Divisions to show what Revenue the zemindars 
pay to the Government per bigha, and what rent the Zemindar collects 
from the tenant per bigha, and these are the figures which I want to 
place before the House for tlie information of the House, because it 
may be said later on by the Hon'ble Minister that the rental in Bengal 
is not so very high. But. Sir. apart from the question of Eastern 
Bengal, the rent in Western Bengal, particularly, in the Presidency 
Division and the Burdwan Division, has been so high that it is practi- 
cally impossible for the tenants to bear the burden any longer. Having 
regard to the fact that productivity of the land of these two Divisions, 
namely. Presidency Division and Burdwan Division, has been very low 
for the last few years. These figures will show that in Burdwan 
Division the Government rent per bigha paid by the Zemindars is 4 as. 
10 p. The gross rent per bigha collected by the Zemindar from the 
tenant is Re. 1-6-9. In the Presidency Division the Government rent 
per bigha is 3 as. 5 p. and the rent collected by the Zemindar from the 
vtenant in the Presidency Division is 15 as. 9 p. This is the average. 
In Dacca the rent paid by the Zemindar to the Government is 2 as. 6 p. 
and the rent collected by the Zemindar is Re. 1-1. In Chittagong it is 
5 as. 3 p. paid by the Zemindar to the Government, and Re. 1-7 in 
average collected by the Zemindar. In Rajshahi it is 2 as. 5 p. paid by 
the Zemindar to the ( ollector, and 11 as. 4 p. realised by the Zemindar 
from the tenant. This is what I have said regarding the rental per 
bigha. It you look to the gross rental per head in Bengal, 
it is Rs. 3-0-3. The gross rental per head of cultivators is 
Rs. 4-7-4. The net rental to the Zemindar per head is Rs. 3-6. These 
are the figures. Now it may very well be questioned by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue, what are the figures forP where did 
you get them from? and what are the dataP And if questions like that 
arise I would refer the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to the Land 
Revenue Report of the year 1928-29, Of course, that was the circum- 
stance in that year. Thereafter the rent has further gone high. Because 
you know, Sir, that even after there has been an enhancement. 
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Enchancement is not only enhancement under section 30 (5) and 
section 29, but there has also been enhancement under section 52. 
Therefore, the figure that I have given is the moderate figure and there- 
after also the rental has gone further high up. Now, Sir, if you will 
kindly look to the circumstances that were prevalent at the time of the 
introduction of the Permanent Settlement, you will find that at that 
time there was nothing like a Zemindar. At that time there were only 
the rent collectors and the rent was collected on the basis of the produc- 
tion of the land. There was nothing like a fixed rental; there was 
nothing like enhancement, and things like that. In course of time 
that system of Permanent Settlement has been instrumental in bringing 
about this cruel expropriation of the tenant with increased pressure on 
the soil. This is, Sir, nothing but cruelty, injustice and oppression. 
It has been succe-^^sful only in establishing a legalized class-robbery, 
because the Zemindars are not entitled to realise seven or eight times 
more than what they have been paying to Government. What was 
fixed at the time the Permanent Settlement came into operation it was 
settled that the Zemindar will be entitled to realise only 25 per cent, 
more than he pays. Now it is not 25 j^er cent, Sir. But it is 500 or 
GOO or even 700 per cent, that the Zemindars have been realising from 
the tenant. Sir, if you look into facts and figures of those who are 
making money just as drones and those who are giving just as bees do, 
you will also find the figures staggering. So far as the Zemindars are 
concerned, including others — Tahsildars, Naibs, the Barkandazes and all 
other para.sites of that kind — their figure is 1,441,002, whereas the 
actual cultivator from whom the rent is collected numbers 35,022,050. 
These are the actual tillers of the .soil who have got to pay so much. 
This shows that what a negligibly small number of ]>eople are making 
an income by putting a larger number of people , to serious incon- 
veniences and difficulties. This .state of things. Sir. ought not to be 
allowed to continue for a longer time. 

rtm Hoa’bla Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 would just 
like to interrupt the hon’ble member at thi.s stage. What is he driving" 
atP Does he want the Committee to go into the question of Permanent 
Settlement or into the high rate of rent ? What is the object of this 
Committee, because the wording of the resolution is entirely different 
from what he is trying to make out. 

Maillvi ABDUL BARI: The Hon'ble Minister must have been aware 
from the wording of tbe resolution that 1 am driving not towards the 
question of high rental but only towards the question of the reduction 
of the rent. It is not my purpose to go into the question of permanent 
settlement, but in order to justify my case, and in order to put my case 
beiore the House for its acceptance, I am only stating how things have 
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come to pass from that date of 1793 up to the present day. Without 
giving a history, a proper history, it may not be possible even for the 
Hon^ble Minister to appreciate my point. That is the reason why I 
was giving a history. It is my duty to give a history as far as I can. 
Now, Sir, what is the amount that the Zemindar pays to the Govern- 
ment. This amount is Rs. 29,106,373, and the rent that is collected by 
the Zemindar from the tenant is Rs. 14,41,13,282. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What does the 
hori’ble member mean by “Zemindar’'? 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: So far as these figures are concerned, 
namely, the figures that I have given, it relates only to those gentlemen 
who pay revenues to Government, I mean the big estates. Of course, 
within this 1 do not include the intermediaries, namely, the tenure- 
holders, the Burkandazes, the occupancy-holding rayats, and all others. 
There is a lot of distinction among the many. I do not mean those who 
pay revenue to the State, but T will mean also those who realise rent 
from the actual tillers of the soil and that will include also the occupancy- 
holding rayais that will include the tenure-holders, but the figure that 
I have given is the figure of those, who pay direct revenues to the 
Government. That is the figure. That figure does not include the 
rental of all those persons who reali.se rent from the actual tillers of the 
soil. I think I am clear so far as this point is concerned. 

Then, Sii*. of (‘ourse, with regard tn the system of fixation of 
revenue there might be much discussion — whether it shall be on produce 
basis or whether it .shall be a money-rent, and things like that. That 
is a big question no doubt, and I am not going to tread on that path. 
But I ma\ also inform the (Tuvernment as to what was the state of 
circumstances previous to the introduction of this sy.steni under the 
aegis of the British (jovernment. Just look into the ca.se of the Hindu 
period or into the case of the Moghul period. The rent that was 
realised from the tenants at that time was on a produce basis, and 
gentlemen who are acquainted with the history know full well that 
oven Todar Mai, the great Minister of the Great Moghal, held that 
the tenants would have to pay only 1/lOth of the produce of the land. 
The land, at that time, was very fertile. So far as the productivity 
of land is concerned, it ha.s gone down now. Now, Sir, one bigha of 
land of the Presidency Division on an average does not yield more 
than Rs. 12 per year. From that you will have to exclude the cost of 
cultivation. The cost of cultivation, as we have found from experi- 
ence, is not less than Rs. 8. So, we are left only with Rs. 4, and 
from that Rs. 4 we have to pay rent of Re, 1-8. So, we are left with 
Rs. 2-8, and add to that drought, famine, and similar other natural 
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phenomena. If you take these thinprs into consideration, you will 
hnd that the Bengal peasant is not left with a single pie after paying 
the zemindary rent and meeting the expenses of cultivation. So, I 
beg to submit that, in tliese circumstances, it i-* not possible for the 
Bengal peasant to pay the liigh rent that he has been paying any 
longer. 

Xow, Sir, it may be argued how it possible to reduce the rent 
under the pre.>eiit circumstances, be<'ause there are so many infeuda- 
tions, so many intermediaries, coming in bet^^een the landlord and 
the peasants Of course. I do not ,say that the (question is absolutely 
tree from difficulty. Ditbculties are there, but the jlifticulties must be 
faced, and faced boldly, without shirking them for a mf)ment. 

Xow, as regards the manner in which the (luestion of reduction of 
rent can be tackled 1 mav only suggest that it will be for tlu‘ r<»muuftee 
that will be constituted to go into that (piestion and for the information 
of that Committee I may only say that the c<onmittee may take up 
a certain basis an<l pro<*eed on that basis, e.g.. the highest, maximum 
rent of an estate must not (‘xceed ]*2 annas per bigba or tliat it must 
not go down to less than S us. per bigba Apart from that, the matter 
can also be «lealt with in this way. The rental <'an he taken at the 
figure as it existed at the pre-settlement pcrioil, or a j)articular year, 
sucli as Ulll. may he taken. On that basis the <]ue.stion of reduction 
of rent can he so]ve<l and can be solved within a very short time 
without putting it oft' for a great many years. 

Apart fnuii that, there is. of course, another provision in the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, namely, sec tion 1 Section 112 gives some 
auth(>rity to the Revenue Officer to re<luce the rent where tfie Revenue 
Officer thinks that tlie rent has been ex<*eHsive or oppressive. Of course, 
it will be for the committee to fimi other means, other ways, and other 
methods, hut J am making these suggestions only for the information 
of the committee. So, now, it ought not to be said by the llon’ble 
Minister in charge that this is absolutely impossible for the Government 
to take up this question immediately, 

Xow, Sir, it may further be argued whether reduction of rent by 
itself can bring about the salvation of the Bengal peasant, I submit 
that it will not, but it will, to some extent, lessen the burden, because 
by reducing the rent by 4 as, in the rupee, certainly the heavens will 
not come down into the hands of the Bengal peasant, but, Sir, to them 
some relief will be given. AAe can take off the burden of taxation 
w’hich IS pressing so heavily on them later on. We can take some 
measures t4> increase the fertility of the soil ; we can also hold up before 
them better marketing, better prices and better prospects for the land 
and better produce. So, in this way, I think, some relief can be given 
to the peasants of this province. 
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Sir, it is a matter of great regret that the Bengal peasants— -the 
people who are the real producers of all the wealth of the country, the 
people who are really the suppliers of the world market — cannot 
even give a morsel of food to their children; they cannot give even a 
piece of cloth to hide the naked shame of their wives and sisters. What 
we find is that they work throughout the day and throughout the night 
and expose themselves to the scorching heat of the summer sun and 
to the chill of the winter for sowing their land. They dip themselves 
in polluted water for the purpose of retting jute. Still you cannot see 
cheers and smiles in the faces of their children. Of course, this has 
been the demand of the Bengal peasant — the rent ought to go down, 
and in re6pon.se to that demand I have brought forward this resolution 
for the acceptance of this House. 

Sir, with these few words I commend this Resolution to my 
colleagues. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move by way of amend- 
ment to B-esolution No. 1 as substituted by corrigenda, dated the 28th 
January 11138, that for the words ‘'into the existing rent with a view 
to devise ways and means for the proper reduction of rent’* in lines 4 
and 5, the following be substituted, namely; — 

“AVhether the rents now paid by different classes of tenants including 
the tenants in Vhandiua lands, in non-municipal areas, are oppressive 
or not and also to fix what should be the proper rent of different classes 
of lands in consideration of revenue, fertility, production cost and other 
circumstances necessary for the purpose.** 

Sir, it cannot be denied that the tenants of this province have to 
pay heavy rent, and most of them are groaning under the burden of 
excessive rent. It will be sufficient for our purpose, if only the point 
is considered that the Zemindars of this province have to pay a revenue 
of 2 crores and 25 lakhs of rupees, and that the Khas Mahal tenants 
have to pay a revenue of only 87 lakhs. The fisheries also yield an 
annual revenue of Rs. 5.(100. Now, tor this 3 crores and 17 lakhs of 
revenue, which are realized from the Zamindars, etc., the tenants have 
got to pay Rs. 7 crores as rent, an additional 7 crores as abwabs, 
Uihurinamu , etc. That also have ii(>w become }>art of rent. Besides, 
the tenants have to i)ay cesses and a very large amount of chaukidari 
taxes and union board taxes. Further, education cess is going to be 
realized from the tenants. From these facts and figures it can be 
realized how the peasants are situated as regards payment of rent. As 
I have said, Sir. they are groaning under a serious burden of taxation. 

W^hat Mr. Abdul Bari has said in this connection is quite convincing, 
and I think, can be accepted by the House. To make the matter more 
clear, I have moved my amendment. As 1 do not like to make anything 
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vague I have suggested certain directions for the Cuininittee as to how 
they will come to their findings. There are various grades of rent- 
receivers, e.g.. Zemindars, taluqdars, patnidars, jotedars, etc. It may 
be in some cases that the margin of profit from one grade to another 
is very great and there may be some sort of injustice to some grades of 
these rent-receivers. To avoid all these difficulties, the scope of the 
Committee should be more wider so tliat justice may be done to all 
classes of rent-receivers and tenants: also in the case of Chandina lands, 
there may be some difficulties and no reference has been made to this 
in the resolution itself. The tenants t>t Chaudiiui lands are always 
put to great hardships. Their rights are covered by the Transfer of 
Property Act, but their landlords’ rights are governed by the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. There has been a great anomaly in this matter, and they 
are always put under the mercy of the Zemindars and other rent- 
receivers. Whenever they like, they give a notice and take away lands 
from the tenants. Their hardships and difficulties are also to be 
examined. These difficulties may also be referre<l to the Committee for 
their consideration. To give the Committee directions as to how tliey 
will arrive at their conclusions and how they will conduct their pro- 
ceedings, other items have been included ; thi-> is necessary in order 
to arrive at what should be the proper rent, and if the Government 
cannot fix what should be the proper rent, relief will not be sufficient. 
It is high time that a fair and equitable rent should now be fixed by 
Government. This matter cannot be overlooked any longer. Much 
harm is being done by keeping this matter unsettled ; that is why 
Zemindars are enhancing rents almost every year by lea])s and bounds. 
From 4 crores, it has now been increa.sed to 17 crores. Who knows that 
in another 5 or fJ years, it will not be raised up to 'Z') <Toresi^ Though 
in the Bengal Tenancy Act an amendment has been made that there 
will be no enhancement, but who knows that after a few years a provi- 
sion will not be included that there will be enham’ement. In the last 
session, when the Budget was being discussed, the other side of the 
House opposed amendments moved from thi^ side. But this time better 
sense prevails, and they have <'ome forward to accej)t my proposal. I 
hope that every member from the other side will <‘ome forward and 
support this amendment. With these words. I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House, 

Dr. NAI.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I move my amendment 

Mr. SPEAKERS You will have to satisfy me that your amendment^ 
is order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs If you will permit me to make my 
position clear, I will just submit that the words that I want to 
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substitute in the resolution of my friend coming from the Murshidabad 
Sadar Muhammadan Constituency would explain what was in his mind. 
I have not gone anywhere beyond what he spoke just now. I have, on 
the one hand, iiiken his '"‘r^nt” to mean the actual payment that has to 
be made by the cultivator; on the other hand, I have ruled out the 
possibility ol giving relief to persons who are not in any way concerned 
directly with agricultural operations. My friend does not certainly 
mean that this relief w’hich is so much needed should be given to those 
who are intermediaries and who have no moral right to exact anything 
from the tilleis of the soil. That is what I want to make clear by my 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don t you think it would he better to put your 
suggestion jn the tonu of a ^peecii instead of through an aiiLendment 
1 think tluit Mill he more at»propnate. J rule your amendment out 
of order. I will ho\\e\ei gi\e you the tiiNt oppor1unit> to speak on this 
motion. 

I find that .Mr. Anukul ( liaiidra DaN and Mr. Ahu Ho'^sain Sarkur 
have given notice of t^No annmdments and now [ have received 

notice of anotliei- amendment from Mi. Alhdul Hakim. There is 
naturally no time to circulate it. The rule i> that it it is not admissible 
and legally out ot order, I can rule it out ; hut even it a valid amend- 
ment IS gnen a minute or half a minute hetore, I have no ])()wer to 
rule it out. 1 \\il] (Iran the attention of tlie House to Rules 97 and 
9cS of the Heiigal Legl''lati^e Assembly Rule^ and Standing Orders bv 
which when a Re^ollltion is under discussion, any member, subject to 
all Rules and (trders relating to Resolution move an amendment to 
such Hesolution. Hut it a cop\ ot such amendment has not been sent 
to the Secretar\ >even <hn ^ belore the day fixed tor tlie discussion, any 
member may (diject t<* the moving of the amendment and such objections 
shall prevail. So I have to put these tliree amendments before the 
House and ask its opinion. If there is any objection, they cannot be 
moved. 

Xow I put tlie amendment ot Mr. Aniiknl Chandra Das before the 
House. Is there any objection? 

Voice; A"es. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I declare this out of order% 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know if youi* interpretation 
of the rule is that if anylmdy even one out of 250 members of this 
House objects, then you will declare the amendment out of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Aes, unless I exercise my power to dedare it 
otherwise when I Think it neoessary. 
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I put now Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar’s amendment. Is there any 
objection to its being taken up^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I object. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, can you tell us why you were late 

in giving notice of your ameiidment ? 

% 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I couKI not ^et notice in time. 
J lett iny native place some two (la> s back. 

Mr. SPEAKER : You must have got notice of the substantive 
resolution earlier. This is a (question regarding the substantive 
resolution, and ^ou must ha\e got notice "ome ilavs beiort. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The conigendum was 
sent a leu da\ s latei. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All these papers were ^ent tuo or three days after 
the oiiginal reMilution. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. We do not know ulmt place the 
restdution occupied lu the list,' and how it wa^ transferred from 221 to 1. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That Is not \our liusine-^s. Maulvi Abu Hossain 
Sarkai , uhen di<l > ou iecei\e the notice!" 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: This notice was sent to my 
native place at iiaibandha, but I was awa\ and the notice was redirected 
to me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: M hen did it teach (laibandha'" 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Thai date I cannot tell, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, in that citse I cannot allow it. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: The corrigendum was circulated four 
or five days later than the original reflation. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We received the 
corrigendum in the suburbs only four or five days ago and not a week 
before. ‘ 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does xK>t arise in^your ease. 
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Mr. RASIK LAL MtWAS: Thiii resolution was sent two weeks 
back. 

Mauivi ABDUL BA^t: The corrigendum was sent about 8 or 10 
days ago. ^ 

Or. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we submit that instead of 
going into the discussions, you do kindly exercise your discretion as 
provided in the rules? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid*, session I am not going to exer- 
cise my discretion in the matter of abrogating the usual provisions of 
the rule unless I am satisfied tliat it is necessary ; otherwise, there wiU 
be no end to the amount of laxity that may be required. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does it apply to Government 
members also? We hope it does. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, it does. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is on rare 
occasions that I find myself in agreement with my hon’ble friend from 
Murshidabad (Sadar) Muhammadan Constituency, Mr. Abdul Bari. It 
is my pleasure to-day to accord him my wholehearted support. I would 
like that he should have made his position clearer, so tliat instead of 
being merely a champion for a few persons wuth vested interests, he 
could ('hampion the cause of the real tillers of the soil. I would really 
like him to frame his resolution in such a manner that he might not 
repeat the siid story of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment, where he and 
his fMirty sought to give relief merely to a handful of intermediaries 
who call themstdves tenants, who hold the land, but who do not actually 
till the soil on their ow'u account (question, question). I feel entirely 
at one with my friend when he says that the peasantry of Bengal to-day 
stand in need of substantial relief. For the last few months I have 
myself been touring round the villages, as my hon’ble friend also has 
been, I know*. I have found destitute families, dilapidated houses, I 
have found persons emaciated thr<^h hunger and disease, I have found 
big farmers, who had formerly barns, now come to ruin, I have 
found children without food and tlothing. I have found, in one word, 
such devastation in the rural areas that my heart bleeps, and I am sure 
everyone who sees things like that would feel in the same way. I have 
thereafter tried to investigate the causes thereof ahtl my analysi#.of 
the case appears to be slightly different. I have found, as my hon’ble 
friend did bint just slightly, that the agriculture that our people are 
now pursuing has ceased completely to be a remunerative occupi&tion— 
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I am speaking, Sir, of Central Bengal, in particular. I found, as my 
kon’ble friend himself has placed before you for consideration, that the 
total income from a highu of land to-day stood near about Rs. 12 or 
Rs. 13 only per year in the districts of Murshidabad, Nadia and Jessore. 
As against that, my figures of cost are higher than that calculated by 
my friend. I have taken evidence from a number of villagers; I have 
got some with me, but I do not want to tire the House with the details. 
The average that I have worked out comes to about Rs. 10 and not 
Rs. 8, as my hon'ble friend said. Perhaps he has not taken into 
account one or two items of expenditure while cah'ulating (he cost of a 
village cultivator. But the whole pottti appears to me to Ibe the (piestion 
of relief not centering so mu(‘h^6n; itfewly the relief of rent, hut on 
bringing relief to the peasantry in regard to various other payments, 
various other Iburdens levied along with rent or in the name of rent, 
which the peasants have to hear. 

In the 24-Parganas, in parts of the non-])ermaneutly settled areas, 
thousands of acres of land have to-day, as a result of certain most 
iniquitous land system, come into the hands of tiie landlords. These 
landlords to-day are not going to settle the land with the same culti- 
vators who are still there, hut they are arranging to settle them «)n the 
basis of a pernicious system of cultiva4(>|^,''called the hJmg system, 
wherethy they are getting, in lieu of rftUt, half share of the croj>. What 
more iniquitous system can tliere he on the face of the earth 1 do not 
know. Where agriculture has ceased to he remunerative, the cultivat- 
ing tenants cannot hear even the mere cost of cultivation, the owner 
of the land demands half of the crop, one half the entire produr-e. ^fy 
hou’hle friend has himself pointed out that Rs. 8 becomes the culti- 
vator’s minimum cost; that to me is Rs. 10 or Rs. 11, while the j)roduc- 
tion comes to only Rs. 12 to Rs. 13. A hhagi tenant has to give away 
a half of his ju’odvu'e, tliat is to say, Rs. 0 leaving him a hare margin 
of Rs. G or Rs, 7, while his cost comes uj) to Rs. 10! Thai has been the 
position and the owners of the land wlu) are the tenure-holders go on 
merrily. They do not' give any relief; they do not care to bring ailmut 
any relief to the actual cultivator. If my hon’ble friend wants to 
support that class, who are trying to exploit the actual tillers of the 
soil, I do not think lie would have the support of any section of this 
House, but. I know his heart is ^tind, and he feels for the peasantry. 
I know that although nl!y amendmcmt could not be moved on technical 
grounds, he would plead with me^that he wants to bring relief to the 
actual cultivator. I have felt that so far as the peasantry of Bengal 
are concerned, what is most needed is relief on various other accounts 
also. The rent that they pay is not the only amount that they pay to 
the village landlord. There is a village where I found that the owner 
of^and, that is a tenure-holder, is exacting from the cultivator various 
kinds of payments, including what is called “koyali*' for weighing of 
the crop, as a portion of the crop has to be separated and the cultivator 
has to pay his hh/ig. 

4 
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They wanted also payments by way of dryage (sukti); they wanted 
payments also for some amount of maintenance of the collecting staff 
of the tenants or the landlords. I would like my friend to include in 
this enquiry all these legal or illegal exactions that to*day the tenure* 
holders as well as the landlords have ll)een levying from the actual 
cultivators. Sir, all that I like to draw the attention of the House to, 
.fi that unless relief is brought forthwith and quickly you will see no 
peasants in Bengal. The cultivating tenants as such have practically 
ceased to exist. The tenants that we saw in the generations past, the 
tenant who actually tills the soil, the tenant who has got his land in the 
sense that he is born on that land, works on that land morning and 
evening, and who himself with his own bullocks, his own ploughs and 
his own machinery j)loughs his own land. To-day, Sir, the system is 
fast changing to one of owning land and employing hired-labour. 
Owning the land and baving it let out to hhayidara — as it is much 
easier to get sometlnng or other from whatever ])roduce these people 
may obtain. That system has to be changed. If my hon’ble friend 
wants relief for the tenant let him direct his efforts, let him convince 
his party, — if there is any consolidated party at all — to direct its atten- 
tion to this side of the matter. With these words, Sir, I accord my 
wholehearted support to the resolution, and I hope that my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari will appreciate my remarks in this connection, so far 
as the actual tillers of the soil are concerned. 

At this stage tlie House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{Afier adjournmeni .) 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the business of the House do stand adjourned to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, viz., the .situation that 
has arisen in consequence of the refusal of Government to accord 
their sanction to the proposed electrical scheme of the Corporation 
of Calcutta communicated in their letter No. 1444(?)Com., dated the 
29th January 1938. 

To-day, of all days, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I crave your indulgence to 
allow' me to read out a set speech prepared by me bec^iuse the subject 
which I am going to deal w’ifh is a highly technical subject, but 
before T pi:<)fK)8e to rend out my speech I would read out the 
memorable letter of the Government addressed to the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Calcutta Corporation. I will try, if time permits, to 
read it and not only to read it but to scrutinise it, analyse it, seau 
it, and if possible, rescan it and I will prove to the entire Batisfaotio]i 
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of this House that this letter is absolutely an absurd letter and that 
this letter is absolutely an arbitrary letter. The letter runs aa 
follows : — 

With reference to your lettei*, dated (he 17th September 1J)37, 
requesting the local Government to convey in the Corporation of 
Calcutta the necessary sarution to the election of the Corp<irution hat 
purchase such of the uudertaking—fortunately it is here written'' 
“undertaking” and not “undertaking8”~as lie witliin the municipal 
limits of Calcutta, T beg to inform you that after giving the most 
careful consideration to the subject Government are unable to grant 
the necessary sanction. Government are aware that there are several 
legal points involved in the issue and that it is being contended tliat 
for various reasons the election of the Corporation is invalid. They 
have, however, thought it their duty to diviregard such points and to 
consider the matter on its merits, J understand, or rather J can pre- 
sume that Governnient are satisfied that there is no legal difficulty 
involved in it or rather Government accept that the notice served qn 
the ('alcuita Klectric Suppl\ Corp<u’ation is valid an<l is in order and 
is in a(c(U-dance with law, and 1 also do not wish to discuss this 

matter. Government have tiiken the view that it is the duly of the 

Corporation to .siitisfv the Government that the granting of the siinc- 

tion should he in the interest of the public. I request the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of Commerce to explain the underlying meaning of 
the words "in the interest of the public.” No attempts have beea 
made by tlie Corporation to discharge this obligation, and Government 
liave thus been considerably liandicapped in their consideration of the 
matter. Sir, before I finish this letter, I cannot resist the temptation 
of bringing to your notice \\hat one of the ex-Mayors of the C^abmttji 
Corporation, now the Crewsideut oi the Indian National (kmgress, in 
a press statement, has said only to-day. He says, the action of the 
Government in refusing sanction to this city in this matter amounts 
to dispossessing the city of its legitimate right and is tantamount ta 
a gross betrayal of the vital interest of its pe^iple. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
you will allow me to quote one sentence of the letter written by the 
“Hindusthan Standard.” I will be very brief ami will read out only 
one sentence of that letter. It is the letter addressed on behalf 
the Department of Commerce and J>abour, Bengal, to the (huporation 
of Calcutta refusing siim tion to their deci.sion to purcliase such of the 
undertakings of the Calcutta Jdectric Supply Corporation as lie within 
the municipal liniif'* of Calcutta is nothin|f short of a scandal. The 
leading heading of the article is “a scanJal”. One sentence more and 
I finish, — In refusing sanction to the scheme Mjmnsored by the Cor- 
poration, the Ministry are following what might be described as the 
dog in the manger policy. This is enough for the public opinion that 
w'e can speak here. I am sorry I was going to suggest t)iat two of 
the ex-Mayors of the Corporation of Calcutta — unfortunately tw<) of 
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the ex-Mayors of the Calcutta Corporation are members of the Cabinet 

to-day (a whisper— the Congress also desires to be there) and 

here is another ex-Mayor in the opposition to my right, Mr. Basu, 

and there is another ex-Mayor of the Corporation of Calcutta ’ 

(another whisper — what about the ex-Deputy Mayor?), I mean. Sir 
Harisankar Pal. There are many ex-aldermeii and ex-councillors and 
sitting councillors in this House. I feel myself proud to declare that 
the sponsor of this letter, the Hon’ble Minister of Commerce to-day, 
was once the Deputy Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation — not a mere 

Deputy Mayor but a Congress Deputy Mayor (a whisper — what 

a change!). I remember those days when this Hon’ble the Commerce 
Minister clad in white' khaddar .sat on the Mayoral chair in the 
ab.sencp of Deshbandhir Chittaranjan Das. May I ask him and a.sk 
him in all seriousness what was his attitude, what were his views and 
what was his opinion expressed in public regarding this disgraceful 
profiteering business of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation.^ 
Now he has said that the {!oi-po?ation has tailed. Sir, I have read out 
that letter that no attemj)1 has been made by tlie Corporation to dis- 
charge its obligations. Ttiis Electric Supply ('or])orution.*> in their own 
expression — T use their own expression — 4ifter a good deal of agitation 
since 19d() vvliich was spon.sored by one of the officers of the Calcutta 
(corporation, T mean Dr. 11. N. Dey, reduced only one pice from their 
rate. At that time it was 3 as. per unit and they declared to the 
public that *‘1 as. was the irreducible minimum per unit. When they 
reduced that unit by one pice, they said, w'e are giving six lakhs of 
rupees and we are sharing the profit witli the consumers. These are 
the express words of s(une of the Directors of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply (’or|M)i’ation whose Head Dffice is in Jjondon, Then another 
reduction of one pice followed. It became 10 jrice, that is, the city 
was Irenefited by Its. 12 lakhs. Then in the year 1936 the (jovern- 
inent started an eiKfuiry committee of which I believe the late Sir 
N. 11. (3iatterjee, acting ex-Cbief Justice of the Calcutta High Court 
was the Chairman. Another reduction of two pice follow’ed, and now 
the rate is only two aimas per unit. Thereby the citizens of Calcutta 
have got a benefit of Ks. 24 lakhs. Now, the Hon’ble Minister comes 
forward and says that the Calcutta Corporation has failed to discharge 
its obligations. I do not know whether he has not seen or he has not 
cared to see, or he has not understood what the Calcutta Corporation 
did and wliat the Calcutta Corporation is going to do. Here is the 
report of the C>alcutta Corporation Enquiry Committee, which was 
accepted by the Corporation on the 5th of October 1937 in which it 
was clearly declared that — I do not propose to read it out, it will 
take some time — if anybod}'' cares to go through the report of the 
Corporation of Calcutta, lie will find that it is the express desire of 
the Corporation of Calcutta to reduce the rate of electricity consumed 
in the city and its suburbs, that is, to save Rupees two lakhs forty 
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thousand a year. That was the intention of iho Calcutta Corporation 
nothing less, nothing more. Sir, shall I be wrong if I suggest that 
there are ugly nimours prevalent in Calcutta about the collusion of 
the Government with one particular company, and this Government is 
going to encourage profiteering by one particular com}mny which they 
cannot do under the Act. Sir, it is open to the TIon’ble Minister of 
Finance to say — I challenge him to say — there was a Committee 
appointed by Government in the year lOlfi, but, Sir, the report of that 
Committee has never seen tlie light of the day. May I presume that 
Sir James Donald, the tlien Chief SetTetary to the Government of 
Bengal, had influenced the ('oniniittee not to. publish that report. 
Even may T challenge the Minister in charge to place that report on 
the table to-day and show the interest of tlie Government in this 
matter. Sir, he has challenged the Corporation of Calcutta to prove 
their hono fi(l(\ to prove their public interest. Dr. B. N. Dey in his 
evidence befoie the Committee, appointed by the Government, 
expressly declared that this electricity rate for domestic* purposes can 
be safely reduceil to one anna even by this present ( ompany. I know. 
Sir, and I can show you from the report of the Government, that 
each of tlie directors of this present company is taking Rs. 30,000 a 
year for their din'ctorship of the company, that is ecjual to the salary 
of the present Minister, 1 mean, the Minister in (*hargp of (.commerce. 
Sir, shall 1 bejivrong if I .suggest that Sir James Donald has come 
here all the way from London to (Calcutta to negotiate and (continue 
profiteeriiig in the way they have been doing and thereby disregard- 
ing the interests of the (onsumerM of ('alcutta. 


I will read out the next paragraph of the Government letter: 
“They have further considered the proimsal in relation to the general 
question of the Government policy in regard to electricity develop- 
ment in tlie province, ami their policy in this matter will be made 
public in due course.” What is the meaning of the words “in due 
course”? Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain? Does he not 
know' that 20th of October 1938 is the la.st day for t4iking thi.s under- 
taking from the Electricity Corporation? After the expiry of that 
date neither this Government, I mean this Cabinet, nor the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta has got any authority to deal wdth this subject. Sir, 
we would be competent to deal with this matter after full ten years 
under the Act, that is I mean in the year 1948, 20th October, when 
the Hon’hle Minister, Mr. H. S. Subraw’ardy will no longer remain 
the Minister of Commerce, when another man will come forward who 
I am sure will not deny, as the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy lias 
denied, the legal inheritance of the city, the legal ownership of the 
city to purchase the undertaking from the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. Then in the year 1948 there will be other persons to 
bombard the Electric Supply Corporation if they do not come under 
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ihe terms. Even, Sir, we are prepared to aUow this Company |o con- 
tinue for ten years more if only they accept the terms dictate^ the 
•Corporation of Calcutta. I go further and say that the HotiTble Mr. 
H. S. Suhrawardy might have no confidence in the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. Was it not his duty, as Minister in charge of Commerce, to 
purchase tliat undertaking on behalf of the Government? Thereby he 
could have saved or he could liave increased the Government revenue 
by Rupees twenty-four lakhs a year. Sir, if he agrees with me, has 
he ever asked Sir James Donald, lias he ever suggested to Sir James 
Donald to reduce the rate to one anna and thereby save the consumers’ 
interest. Not only that; thereby a tax of two pice per unit might 
have been raised, Government revenue miglit have been raised. That 
he has not done. That he ought to have done. I refer to Section 7 
of the Indian Electricity Act. 1 recjuest him to go tlirough Section 7, 
Sub-section 4 of tlie Indian Ele(‘tricity Act. Was it not the duty of 
the Government to give tw’o years’ notice to this Electricity Company 
prior to the decision refusing sanction to the Calcutta Corporation? 
May 1 ask him, was it not the duty of the Government to advertise so 
that the people of other countries say, Europe, America and Japan 
might know the situation? Was it not his duty to help the citizens? 
Instead of that, this particular letter was published in the telegraph 
page of the “SUitesman” prior to giving notice to the Executive 
Officer, (’alcuita Corporation. Now, Sir, I apprehend that bigger 
companies are not coming forward with their tenders to Calcutta 
Coiporation, and that is possibly in collusion witli Sir James Donald. 

Sir, there is another point. The Hon ’hie Minister has spoken of 
policy beliiiid the Indian Electricity. What is policy? If he wants 
to nationalize it 

(The member having readied the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, in my public life in this 
unfortunate country 1 have come across many wanders, but, Sir, this 
letter that has been addre.s.sed b\ the Governnient of Bengal to the 
(’alcutta Corporation, refusing to give their consent to the Calcutta 
Corporation’s exercising their option to purchase the undertaking of 
the (^alcutta Electric Supply Corporation has amazed me the most. It 
has amazed me still more after 1 read the letter and scrutinized it. For, 
Sir, every ground that the Government of Bengal has put forward, I 
believe, Sir, they have put forward without proper assimilation, 
without proper consideration of the facts thereof, or the situ- 
ation of this city. Sir, the first point made by the Government 
of Bengal i$ the legal point. It is being contented that for various 
reasons the election of the Corporation is invalid. I presume, Sir, that 
it refers to the legal opinion that has been given, that under the exist- 
ing Calcutta Municijuil Act it was a doubtful proposition as to whether 
the Corporation of Calcutta could carry on any kind of trade. Sir, tho 
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point Ik so technical that if any doubt whatsoever exists it could be very 
easily (|»red by putting forward an amendment, an amendment Bill, 
in this ^ry House, publish in the “Ciilcutta Gazette introduce and 
"have it considered on the same day and passed into Jaw within a few 
minutes of its introduction. Such measures being pasvsed in a few 
minutes are not unknown either to the I^egislatures of this country or 
of any either country in the world when an emergency arises. I feel 
bound to submit, Sir, that this point, although not treated seriously 
by the Government of Bengal, as they themselves say, but should not 
have l)een mentioned at all by the Government, if they are at all 
serious almut prbtecting the interests of the citizens of Palcutta. Then, 
Sir, it goes on to say Government have taken a view that it is tihe duty 
of the Corporation to satisfy Government that the granting of the 
sanction should lie in the interest of the public. Sir, Government have 
been tfdd in no equivocal terms that the object of the Corporation of 
Calcutta was to reduce the electricity charges from two annas to one 
anna per unit, the flat rate. Sir, if the Government was at all dubious 
about the success of tbe Corporation in achieving that object it was 
certainly the duty of the (iovernnient to negotiate with the (hirporation 
of (hilcutta and find out suitable measures and remedies for the pur- 
pose of achieving that goal, which was set before itself by the (Calcutta 
Corporation. Sir, I do not think, I am guilty of any breach of con- 
fidence, when 1 say, something alniut the deputation, which atbMided 
on the Hon’ble the Minister on behalf of the Calcutta Corporation. 
There we offered to tbe Hon’ble Mini.ster to give him sufficu’ent 
guarantees that the Cailciitta (^irporation would be willing to submit 
to any conditions, to enter into any arrang<*ments tihat the Government 
might think to put forward in the interest of the people of this Vast 
city. Sir, 1 would like to hear from the Hon’ble Minister this even- 
ing as to what negotiations carried on in the Corporation of Calcutta 
for the purpose of ensuring that the interests of the (dtizens of Cal- 
cutta were duly protected. That, as is sometimes loosely stated, Sir, 
that if the (k)r])orati(ui (»f (bilcuttu took over this undertaking theif* 
would be a black-out in the city of Calcutta. I hope, Sir, that nobody 
has .seriously put forward that allegation in spite of all the calumnies 
that have been put forw^ard agaimst the Calcutta ('orporation. Is there 
anybody, Sir, so l>old as to stand up in this House and say that so far 
as the people of this city are concerned, their interests are not 
properly safeguarded, even by tJie existing much maligned Calcutta 
Corporation (hear, hear)? Sir, there i.s not the slightest doubt that 
the Corporation of Calcutta has extended education, that the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta has seen to it that its revenue is more eciuitably spent 
amongst all the different sections and areas of this vast city, and that 
it is not spent on one section of the population of this city alone, Sir, 

I remember the time, that is before the year 1921, I know how the 
revenue of the Calcutta Corporation used to be spent and to-day, Sir, 
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I also know how the revenue of the Calcutta Corporation is being spent, 
and I am here, Sir, to put forward a proposition that whatever mistakes 
are being (committed by the Calcutta Corporation, whatever improve- 
ments might have to be etfected there, it cannot be gainsaid that tho 
money that comes to the Calcutta Corporation is now more equitably 
spread in its expenditure and, Sir, it is in furtherance of this policy 
of protecting the interests of the citizens of Calcutta as regards the 
rate of electricity that the Calcutta Corporation have come up in due 
time, even before <he eyes of the Government of Bengal were opened, 

I am not referring to the present Government but their predecessor. 
Even before the eyes of t)he Government of Bengal were opened the 
Calcutta Corporation, in due time, whether the old Act was appilicable 
or whether the new Act was applicable, exercised this option. Sir, if 
tlie Government are so keen on protecting the interests of the public, 
will the Government come forward and state before the House as to what 
steps Governirnmi have taken to fW'e that a more reasonable rate is 
charged from domestic consumers in respect of a matter wliich is no 
longer a luxury, but a bare necessity even to the poor people in this 
world. (Hear, hear). Sir, thereafter it ivS stated that no attempts 
have been made by the Corporation to discharge this obligation. Sir, 
may 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister to say in all seriousness what attempts 
he has made to see that the Corporation should satisfy the Government 
in this behalf. 1 make bold to .say. Sir, that beyond giving this curt 
re])ly no attempt has l)een made by Government in regard to this 
matter. Then, Sir, it goes on to say about tlie considered proposal 
in relation to the general question of (Government policy. I believe, 
Sir, it refers to a wider .sclnune that the Government had in view to 
supply electricity for agricultural and domestic purposes. Sir, are 
they going to give effect to that scheme by fettering their hands for 
the next period of at lea.st 10 years, or will the projcer policy be to 
give* sanction to the Calcutta (Corporation, make a suitable arrangement 
with that body, and see to it that even if the Calcutta Corporation 
exercise their right to purcihase the undertaking this undertaking could 
merge into that l)igger scheme. Sir, I again suppose that I am making 
no breach of eonfidence that this very offer was made by the Calcutta 
Corporation deputation to the Hon’ble Minister, that if, and when, 
the Government of Bengal exercised their choice of having a big 
scheme for the supply of electricity both in url)an and rural areas, 
the (Calcutta Corporation would not only have no objection, but fuMy 
co-operate with the Government of Bengal so that the wider scheme 
may he given full effect to. Sir, the Government have stultified them- 
selves by not consent to the Calcutta Corporation by making it 

impossible for the Calcutta Corporation to purchase this undertaking 
and they have tied their own hands hv not carrying forward a bigger 
scheme of which this could easily form a part if the Calcutta Corpo- 
oation were unable to bily up this undertaking. Then, Sir, it seeks ta 
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put forward some platitudes, if the word ‘‘platitude’’ has any meaninjf. 
Sir, it says tlhis is so directly contrary to the accepted trend of elec- 
tricity development and cheapeninjr the rates because that could be 
the only meaning that can be put upon it. The Calcutta Corporation 
never suggested that they were going to reduce the amount of electrio 
current to be supplied, or tliat they are going to increase the rate, or 
they are going to put any difficulty in the way of the citizens of 
Calcutta. 

The only object of the Calcutta Corporation has been to chea])eir 
the rate of electricity, and, Sir, if that is contrary to tlie accc])tpd trend 
of electricity development, I for one fail to understand the trend at tlu^ 
present moment. 

Then, Sir, it says “and is so much in conflict with the policy 
embodied in the Indian Electricity Act of 1910.“ Sir, T have very 
carefully gone through this Act as, T have no doubt, the llon’blo 
Minister has done, and I have rubbed my eyes to find out how it is “so 
much in conflict with tlie policy embodied in the Electricity Act of 
1910.” The policy of that Act is to increase the .su])ply of electricity 
to the citizens of this country at as cheap a mte as possible, and how 
it is in conflict with tljat policy, 1 shall wait to hear tlu* Hon’blo 
Minister to explain with conviction to this House. 

Then, Sir, it says “and constitutes so serious an obstacle in the way 
of ultimate adoption of a compiehensive scheme of j)ubli(* control. “ 
I believe that the comprehensive scheme refers to the Act that 1 have 
discussed. If anything, the election of the Calcutta (’orpofation to- 
buy that undertaking would be in furtherance of that (‘ompreliensivo 
scheme, and the (ioveriimcnt.’s refusal to buy that undertaking is 
certainly against the adoption of that comprehensive scheme. If, Sir, 
the (jovernment do not allow the (’alcutta (Corporation to purchase this 
undertaking at the present time, will the Ilon’ble Minister again explain 
to this House how is it that they propose to do it within the pcuiod of 
next 10 years or they want the comprehensive scheme to wait for 
another period of ten years for adoption P Sir, if that is in the mind 
of the Government of Bengal, I submit that they should allow the 
Calcutta Corporation to run this undertaking at a cheaji rate to the con- 
sumers for the next ten years and then put forward their comprehensive 
scheme for adoption. But, Sir, they have no right to stand cither in 
their own way or in the way of the Calcutta Corporation and see to it 
that the rate for electric current taken over by the public — I mean the 
Corporation — is not reduced to a reasonable level at the present moment. 

Well, Sir, it seems to me that the Government have made a big 
blunder in sending this letter. There is still time for the Govern- 
ment to retrace their steps; prestige should not stand in their way. It 
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is a matter of eiiou^rh importance that they should give up All false 
sense of prestige and act in a way that T^^ould be fair and equitable to 
the citizens of this grea^city. 

Mr^ SANT09H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to accord 
my whole-hearted support to the motion that has been placed before this 
House by my esteemed and honourable friend, Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 
Sir, I desire the House to consider this question in an atmosphere of 
calmness in a nerfectly dispassionate manner, because I think that 
tlie (rovernment letter embodies a decision which constitutes one of 
the major calamities that could befall the economic life of this province. 
I am making my appeal particularly to those members in front of 
me who have come from those distant villages to which electric light 
and power is still merely a dream, unrealised, almost unknown. The 
action of the Government in tying up Calcutta to private ownership of 
electrical undertaking at least for ten years to come will be a serious 
obstacle to state ownersliip in the rest of the province. In deciding 
this question, 1 am asking you to leave aside your pre-conceived ideas 
and notions against the Corporation of Calcutta, not to be carried 
away by j)rejudices or sentiments which are communal or 
parochial in character. 

Sir, facts liave got to be stated and have got to be looked in the face 
(Cries of ‘Hear, hear’). In the year 190‘I an Act was passed by the 
Indian Legislature called the Indian Electricity Act. By section 7 of 
that Act it was provi<led : “Where a license has been granted, a local 
authority shall, on tf»e expiration of such period, not exceeding forty- 
two years, and of ev(*ry such subsequent period, not exceeding ten years, 
as shall be specified in this behalf in the license, have the oj)tion of 
purchasing such portion of tlie undertaking us is in the area for which 

it is constituted In other words, if a particular local 

authority has got an electrical#liccncc within its local area, at the end 
of the sj)ecific period it will hav(‘ tlie option of j)iirchasing that under- 
taking irrespective of the other areas covered by the licen>e of that 
particular electrical concern. That is really the crucial point which has 
got to be considered this evening by this House on the basis of the 
Government letter. 

Now, Sir, in the year 1910, the Indian Electricity Act was amended; 
and in between 190d and 1910 the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
got its license in the year 1907 from the Government of Bengal. In 
the license" which was granted to the Electric Supply Corporation under 
the provisions of the Act of 190d, it was provided, and this clause was 
aubsequently modified in the year 1922, that the option of purchasing 
the undertaking given by section 7 (/) of the Act shell be exercisable 
on the 20th day of October 1918 and at the end of every subsequent 
period of ten years during the subsistence of the license. 
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Then we find that rlause 11 provides.' ^-^It is hereby declared, with 
the previdns sanction ot the Governor-General in Council by virtue of 
section 10 of the Act, that the tehns of such purchase shall be such us 
are contained in section 7 (/) of the Act” with Oie substitution for the 
words “upon terms and conditions similar to those set forth in section o, 
clauses (h) and (d) contained in that section”, of the words “upon terms 
of paying? the then value of lands, buildinjis, works, materials and 
plant of the licensees suitable to and used by them for the purpose of 
the undertaking within such area or imrt thereof; such value being 
agreed or estimated by arbitration, on the basis of the value of the 
undertaking as a going concern.” 

Now, in the year 1910, ceitain words were intioduced in the section 
which go to show that an undertaking can be purchased if the whole 
area served by the electrical concern is covered by the area governed 
by a particular local authority. This is the clause upon which the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation is probably now chfK»sing to take 
its stand, because this concern not only serves ('alcutta btit also other 
areas outside the Calcutta Municipal limits. Thereloie, they nuiiiituin 
that in pursuance ol the policy laid down in the Act of 1910 you cannot 
purchase this undertaking, and the policy which is referred to in the 
Government letter in smdi a vague and ambiguous manner probably 
refers to that policy. Ilut it must be remembered that by 
flection 58 of the Act of 1910, the licenses granted under 
the Act of 190*’ were expressly safeguarded, and the provision for pur- 
chase of those undertakings remained unaffected. Now, the Electric 
Supply (Corporation having secured a monoi»oly of supplying electricity 
to rtiis city, w'ent on fixing its rates on a fanciful inflated figure. The 
niaximum rate which has been fixed in the license is Hs. 20 for 20 
units and 8 annas per unit above 20 units for domestic consumption. 
Therefore, the maximum rate which this concern can impose is He. I or 
annas eight per unit. Now', the rate ‘that was in vogue until (uvl> 
recently was 8 annas per unit in ( alcutta, wdiich the Electric Supply 
Corporation declared with singular persistence to be their irreducible 
minimum. In 1930, when the Calcutta Corporation through its (’hief 
Engineer, Dr. B. N. Dey, brought forward a scheme by which it was 
demonstrated that electricity could be supplied at the rate of one anna 
per unit, the Electric Supply Corporation began to feel perturbed. 
Then came the Committee which was appointed by reason of the pres- 
sure which was brought to bear upon the Government on the floor of 
the then Legislative Council, and the Supply f’orporation first brought 
down the rate to 10 pice from 3 annas: Nor was it all. The case for 
reduction of rate was so irresistible that the irreducible minimum of 
3 annas per unit was subjected to a further reduction of half an anna, 
and the rate per unit was brought down to 2 annas, which is the present 
rate. The Government Committee, however, have said that although 
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they were not satisfied that electricity could be supplied at one anna 
per unit, certainly there was considerable scope for reduction in the 
present rate of supply and they did hope that the Electric vSupply Cor- 
poration would further reduce their rate. That is the concluding" 
recommendation of the Electric Supply Committee appointed by the 
Government of Bengal. 

Now comes the application of the Corporation to exercise their 
option of ])ur(*}iaHing this undertaking. Along with that application 
tlie recoin inendations of the Corporation Special Committee w'ere for- 
warded and .the discussion and the proceedings of the Special Com- 
mittee wli<‘re this question was discus.sed threadbare in all its asiH^cts 
were forwarded to the Government of Bengal for their information 
and consideration. On the face of that, the short, cryptic letter from 
the Government comes like a thunderbolt. “We are not satisfied,”^ 
says the letter, “from the materials placed before us that the acceptance 
of ihe pro])osal of the Calcutta (Corporation will be in the public 
interest.” May 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister in all humility what steps 
he to(tk to satisfy himself after receivinj;» the letter of the Corpora- 
tion? The (jovernment slept u long sleep over the Corporation letter. 
And then a deputation waited upon the TFon’ble Minister and 
went into the question in all its aspects in the coolness and 
seclusion of the Writers’ Buildings. I suppose, Sir, that he must have 
received satisfactory materials that the (’oiporation deserves to be 
granted this option of purchase. 

Then it was freely given out in the (ity that Government had 
[iractically agreed to grant the necessary sanction to the Corporation 
subject to cer-tain r'onditions. Then suddenly comes this letter, and 
no reasons are vouchsafed except tliat the (k)rporation has not placed 
materials enough before the Government. AVhat more materials are 
wanted? Nothing is mentioned in this letter". Then. Sir, one other 
reason is vaguely hinted, “(xovernment ,“ it is said, “have considered" 
the proposal in relation to the gener-al (juestion of (ilovernnient policy’ 
in regard to electricity development in the province and tlieir policy 
in this matter will be made public in due course. For the present, it 
must suflice to say that the proposal of the Corporation, involving as 
ir does the dismemberment of an existing electricity undertakin;^, is so 
directly contrary to the accepted trend of electricity development and 
is so much in conflict with the ]>olicy embodied in the Indian Electri- 
city Act and constitute so serious an obstacle in the way of the ultimate 
adoption of a comprehensive scheme of public control,'’ that the Gov- 
ernment must withhold its sanction. It is, on the face of it an 
amaning proposition. How can the Government even dream of a state- 
owned electrical system in Bengal when the l>est and the most vital 
part of the system must continue at least for the next ten years in the 
iron grip of a foreign private company? Sir, I shall conclude my 
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remarks by referring: to the most astounding plea put forward in the 
Government letter that “they are unable to hold that it would be in 
the public interest to grant the sanction applied for.’’ I ask th»‘ 
Hon’ble Minister in all seriousness — does he not consider it to be in 
the public interest that the rate should be reduced from 2 annas to 
one anna? I am asking even- iiieiiiber of this House to consider this 
aspect of the matter. The idea of the Calcutta Corporation is not to 
take over the electrical undertaking to its own management, but to 
make over the entire business of running the concern to a company 
of world-wide reputation. They have culled for tenders from all over 
the world and the last date for receiving these tenders is the drd March 
1938. The Hon’ble Minister for Commerce could not hold his so\il in 
patience even for one month, if only to find out which were the com- 
panies which came forward to tender for this concern. The funda- 
mental condition of this tender is that they must supply electricity 
at one anna per unit. Kven without waiting to see it such first rate 
companies came forward to tender on this (*onditioii, the Hon’ble 
Minister has made short work <d tin* whol(‘ thing and has said the 
last word on the subject. We are entitled then to proceed on the 
footing that such acceptable tenders would he forthcoming on 
the condition that they could supply electricity at one anna per unit. 
If that l>e so, and if that is granted because there is no material to 
counter this proposition at this stage — what happens? We ar(‘ making 
a free gift of Es, 24 lakhs every year in the shape of one anna per 
unit to British investors, at least Us. 2 crores and 40 lakhs in ten years, 
of ever-expanding revenue. We are being bound hand and 
foot and tied to the chariot wheels of a private monopolist 
concern for a most important jiuhlic utility. By its delibe- 
rate creation of such a situation, (Jovermnent stands guilty 
of a criminal uaste of money. Has the Hon’lde Minister got any 
right to play with the rights of the people in this fashion? If Us. 24 
Ikkhs could have l>eeu saved, s^> much could have been done tor the 
betterment of this city and of this province. The Hon ’hie Finance 
Minister wants to continue the electricity tax which yields annually 
Us. 18 lakhs. Remember for a moment that if this rate could be 
reduced to 1 anna per unit, leaving I anna to the poor consumer, the 
other half anna could be available for taxation, thereby raising the 
amount of annual tax from Us. 18 to lls. 27 or Us. 30 lakhs. Why 
make a free gift of this amount to the British iiive.stors, wdiy not appro- 
priate the' amount youfselve.s (Government) and spend it for the 
betterment of the condition of the poor villagers in this province? 
That is* what I am asking every member to consider. I would a.sk the 
House whether under these circumstances, it does not behove this 
House to give its verdict here and now calling upon the Hon blc 
Minister to reconsider the step that he has taken and to w’ait till the 
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3rd of March next for the purpose of satisfying himself whether any 
thoroughly reliable tenderer came forward to make an offer which the 
Government might sanction without any doubt or hesitancy. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: I represent rural Bengal and I am not in 
the least interested in Calcutta affairs. My friend, Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Bose, says that the refusal of sanction by Government to buy the 
(alcutta Kfectric Supply Corporation’s interest is criminal. I 'do not 
agree with him. In my opinion, the city of Calcutta is inhabited by 
those whom we village people call exploiters. This appears to be a 
quarrel between two sets of exploiters. I, for myself, do not make any 
distinction between Indian and foreign exploiters. So far, the different 
classes of exploiters have formed themselves into a company to benefit 
themselves. They quarrel among themselves over the distribution of 
the spoil but in plundering the poor they seem to be united all over the 
world. The blood of the toiling millions of villagers flows into the city 
of Calcutta and during the transit is transformed into gold and enjoyed 
by the people of the city. But, Sir, from what our hon’ble friend 
Mr. Khaitan said, it appears that the (/alcutta Corporation was prepared 
during their negotiations with tiie Government definitely to agree to 
hand over the concern to Government, if Government at any time 
decided to run it themselves. I further understand from the speeches 
just made that if the Calcutta Corporation is permitted to buy up this 
concern, ('alcutta people will be relieved of the flat rate by a few' annas 
and will be greatly benefited. If the electric concern is a profitable 
one, then I think, Government ought to have decided to buy up the 
whole thing themselves. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY; Insist on that. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM5 Government should appropriate the 
whole thing and increase (lovernment revenue. Government refused 
sanction, we have heard, in spite of the tact that the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion was willing to hand over the concern to Government at any time. 
Here I fail to understand the decision of Government, If it be so, I 
expect that the Hon’ble Minister wdll please explain thiA point and make 
it clear to us and justify his decision before we are called upon ^to vote 
on this motion. 1 conclude my speech with this remark that I am 
strongly of opinion that the Government of Bengal ought to have out 
of their own initiative decided to buy up the concern. Tkey have 
refused sanction to Calcutta Corporation and I presume that was 
because they do not make any difference, as I do not make myself, 
between exploiters and exploiters, and they are not anxious to see wbai 
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class of exploiters is benefited just now; they withhold permission only 
because they propose to buy it up before long. I hope the Hon’bla 
Minister will tell me before the House is divided on this question if 
1 am correct in making a presumption like this. 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Sir, 1 go even further tharf^tlie mover 
of the resolution. I submit that it is not an hour too soon for us to 
seriously consider and take effective measures for the nationalisation 
of public utilities. Almost in every progressive country in the world, 
nationalisation is no longer an economic theory, but a well-tried and 
well-established reality. What 1 .desire to know from the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge is as to what he proposes to do in respect of this 
matter. I understand that the ('alcutta (orporation is not given per- 
mission to exercise its option. So far I am in agreement, but for 
reasons that I shall relate later. I do, however, want to know what 
the Hon’hle Minister himself j)ropo.ses to do on behalf of the (jovernment 
of Bengal. Is he going to take steps for the nationalisation of this 
important public utility ^ If so, w’hen, ami how I' The case made on 
behalf of the (’al'cutta ('orporation, in my humble opinion, cannot stand. 
The (alcutta ('orporation has gained fame not for its efficient adminis- 
tration, but for its exemplary maladministration. It will bo doing 
injustice to that body if we add further burden on its shoulders; it 
cannot manage its affairs to-day. Why should we add further 
responsibilities and make it more difficult for it to carry on its 
administration. I do not think we shall be so unjust to the Calcutta 
(’orporation and certainly as one of the rate-payers, I will consider it 
a gross injustice if such an important public utility concern is handed 
over to the Corporation as it is constituted to-day. I therefore suhmit 
that this motion be thrown out without any hesitation. liCt the 
Corporation improve its administration first, and then come to the 
Government of Bengal with a proposal for handling such a gigantic 
scheme. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERiiEE: I stand to supporf the 
adjournment motion moved by my friend, Mr. Jaluluddin Hashemy. 
Into the legal and technical aspects of it Mr. Santosh Kumar Bose and 
Mr. Khaitan hvfe already gone and they have conclusively proved that 
there ate no technical or legal difficultie.s in handing it over to the 
C’alcutta Corporation. The (luestion of |>ublic aijd specially of the 
workiag class has been raised and being a lalmur rej>resentative, J must 
raise viy voice of prote.st against the action of the Ministry in having 
refused to haad it over to the Calcutta Corporation. You know that of 
late there was a threat, why threat, a practical possibility of a strike 
of the electric workers of this city and the reasons too, I am sure, are 
known to all, because they have been published not once or twice but 
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on many occasions in almost all the local papers. There are about 2,500 
workers working under the Electric Corporation. Of them the coolies, 
at least the majority of theig, get a monthly pay of Es. 18 whereas 
oach of the directors draws, a friend of mine told me, Es. 32,000 ^ year 
living in England or in London. My information was they draw 
Eh. 42,000 a year. 

Of late these labourers have organised themselves into a union. 
4^)ut of 2,500 workers, 2,250 have already joined the union which is a 
registered one. They have been agitating for the last six months — 
agitating in all possible ways — to have their legitimate grievances 
redressed, to have tlieir pay raised in the case of the coolies from Es. 18 
1o Es. 20 or, if possible, to Es. 24 a month. Even this slight improve- 
ment in pay the Electric Supply is refusing. Sir, what does it prove 
It proves that this company is callous to the interests of its workers. 
That the company is absolutely reactionary, undemocratic and is 
indifferent to the welfare of the people by whose exploitation it is 
thriving. Therefore I cannot even for a moment think how such a body 
absolutely reactionary and indifferent to the welfare of the labourers 
whose population of 14 lakhs is 12 lakhs in Calcutta — how to such a re- 
actionary company the important business of electricity supply to such a** 
big city can in any way be entrusted. I cannot even for a moment think 
how hon’ble members who are the representatives of the people of the 
toiling millions, of the labourers and peasants of Bengal can support 
such a reactionary action of the (lovernment as they refusing sanction 
to the (/nleutta Corporation. 

The question of (iovernment taking over the business has been raised. 
As a socialist, Sir, I whole-heartedly support the proposal. I must 
also raise another (jut‘stion ; we must not even for a moment foreget that 
the (hilcutta (\)rporation is a self-governing body, and as such it has a 
legitimate right to manage its own affairs, not only the city’s public 
utility services, not only electricity, tram car, the telephone, but also 
I think the police. I know these things have not yet come under the 
Calcutta Oorporation, but 1 think and I hope the honourable members 
will agree with me when 1 say that these things should have been given 
to the Calcutta Corporation long ago, but remembering that a reactionary 
sort of Government, or no Government I should say, had denied them, 
these legal rights so long denied to the Calcutta Corporation these 
should now be given to it by the representative Government we have at 
present. We must press for it. This Government must be forced by 
us to hand over the electric supply affair to the Calcutta Corporation 
whose legitimate right it is to have it. 

I like fo raise, Sir, another point, and that is about the cost. Of 
course they have reduced the rate from 12 pice to 8 pice and thereby 
the people of Calcutta have gained 24 lakhs a year. But Dr. B. N. Bey 
has proved to the hilt that this rate can further be reduced to 4 pice 
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pea* unit. I can assure the House that a further reduction is also pos- 
sible if a socialist system of administration is established, if the officers 
unlike our Ministers here but like the Qpngress Ministers draw salary 
not more than Its. f)U0 a mouth. Tlien, Sir, I can assure you that 
electricity can be su}>plip(l not only at the rate of 4 pice but at the rate 
of two pice or even one pice per unit. They will beneht the poor people 
of this big town beyond expectation. Therefore, Sir, hon’ble members 
are now before a great j)robI<‘ni — tlu* ]>roblem of the toiling mass, the 
problem of seeing their lioiises lit. Sir, as a labour w’orker my main 
businef-s is to lrc(juent the houses of tlusse labourers and I find them 
always living in dark at night, unable to use, let alone electricity, even 
a kerosene lamp, liut if you alb^w the (hilcutta Corporation to take 
over the undertaking from the (hdculta Electric* Su])])ly (\)rj)oration, 
a body quite irresponsible and over which n(d)ody in this i)rovince has 
any control or voice, then, Sir, 1 can assure you that in no time will 
the house's and the dark rooms of the toiling millions of tin’s town w’ill 
bf; lighted up. \A'h('ther it is the Cab'utta (h)rporation or the (jovorn- 
ment of Bengal that takc'> uf) this busim*ss does not mattcT much. But 
it is absolutely csstuilial (hat the license of the Elect ric Corj)orution 
be not renewal. As 1 have said. Sir, belorc', the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation is a body (»vcr whose alVairs nobody here has any 
voice or conii’ol, and the supjdy oi (dcctricily to such a big town as 
Calcutta should not icmeij^in the liands of such comjtjiuy. If we do 
that we would be bt'traVii^g^the trust w'hich the peo])le of Biuigal have 
!eposcd in us, w(‘ would bel)etra\ing the interests of the toiling millions 
and the sacred j)ri\ilegc which we have got as members of this House. 
1 would, thereiorc, lcrv(‘iilly retiuest the House that it must not allow 
this reactionary thing to continue but mu.st vote down the order of the, 
Government and sui)port the adjournment motion moved by my friend 
Mr. Hiishem\ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 regret very much 
that within the short space of a (juarter of an hour 1 shall not be able 
to deal with the various a.spects of this question. I should, however, 
have liked to deal in some measure with the conditions of labour 
employed by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, which has been 
raised by the last speaker, but I am afraid I am precluded from doing 
80 for want of time. Bui if we did enmsider that point at all, I could say 
that the speaker has supplied another very good reason why the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation should not be banded over to the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

Now, Sir, I will not deal with what I consider to be *a somewhat 
ranting speech of the member who has moved this adjournment motion. 
There are other speeches, however, which do call for a certain amount 
of reply to remove misapprehensions, and I shall attempt to deal with 
5 . 
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them as best as 1 can in the short time at my disposal. In refusing 
sanction we have had to look at various aspects of the problem. 
Hon’ble members must remenjber that merely because in the license it 
is stated that the Calcutta Corporation can acquire — possibly under 
the 1903 Act — the electricity undertaking within the municipal limits 
of Calcutta, the sanction of Government is a matter of routine*. 
Government has got to consider all the various aspects of the problem 
before granting sanction, and in order to do that, Government had had 
to consider the interests of the people of Calcutta, Government had 
to consider the interests of the people outside Calcutta who are being 
supplied with electricity by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, 
and had to consider the interest of the people of Bengal as a whole. 
(Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: And mainly from the point of view 
of the dividends paid by this company.) It is from this point of view, 
particularly from the point of view of the interests of Bengal as a whole, 
that we had no other alternative but to refuse sanction. It is very 
unfortunate that the various speeches that have been made were so ill- 
informed. The gentlemen who have spoken in favour of the motion 
know so little about the trend of modern electricity development that 
I can forgive them for the speeches that they have made. (Derisive 
cheers from Congress Benches.) (The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimxu)I)in : Listen and learn.) However, I should like to enlighten 
them to a certain extent and they will go awny from here wiser than 
they enlered. (Dh. NaunaksHa S.\nyal: Not only wiser, but sadder 
too.) As our letter to the (\)rporation shows we have not considered 
the question of the legality of the option to purchase, but at the same 
time I do not think that Mr. Jalaluddin Hasliemy should run away 
with the idea that we are satisfied that the Calcutta Corporation is 
within its legal rights to exercise the option. Several eminent advo- 
cates both within and outside this legislature have given conflicting 
views on the legal question involved. For instance, an eminent 
advocate within this legislature has definitely and categorically stated 
that the (Calcutta Corporation had no power whatsoever to exercise the 
option, either due to its inability to acquire a business undertaking, 
or because the 1903 Act did not apply, and the 1910 Act applied, — as 
under the 1910 Act only the entire undertaking can be purchased, and 
as the entire undertaking of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
is not situated within the limits of Calcutta, but outside Calcutta as 
well, the Calcutta Corporation is precluded from acquiring any portion 
of the undertaking. 

Then there are various other legal points which we did not consider. 
The lawyers on the other side of the House, for instance, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu has been coming out with legal argument. If he will 
look at the notice served upon the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, he will find that the notice is purported to have been served under 
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clause 7 of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910 and not of 1903. Under 
the Act of 1910 under which that notice has been served, the Calcutta 
Corporation cannot acquire the undertaking within its own limits. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Ua May I just put one question to 
Mr. SuhrawardyP 


8PEAKERs It is not a legal discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: AKlurngh (be letter of 
Government has not taken into <*onsideration the incompetency or 
otherwise of the Calcutta Corporation, I have marvelled at the 
attempts of several members to enlarge on it and to offer excuse in 
advance. It does seem us if the members who have spoken in that 
strain agree in their heart of liearts that the refusal of sanction to the 
Calcutta Corporation has been rightly made. Now, Sir, the real reason 
which has actuated Government in refusing this sanction is in pur- 
suance of its general iK)Iic\ of public ownership. 8o far as the electrical 
concerns are concerned, they can be divided into two classes: one which 
may be called the power agencies, and Ihe other the distributing 
agencies. So far as the Calcutta Kleclriit Supply Corporation is con- 
cerned, it is both a power-producing concern us well as a distributing 
(‘oncern. hroni the poiiit ot view ot ultimate public ownership, we 
have to control the generation of electricity on a national basis. This 
involves a surves , and we firopose having an electricity survey of the 
province for the purpose of ascertaining the various sources of electric 
power and concentrating on more efficient stations and creating a 
system to supply electricity at the lowest possible cost. This would 
mean amalgamation and co-ordination of the system and not dismem- 
berment. Dismemberment, honourable members will be pleased to 
consider, is not a step towards nationlisation at all. I \;ery ill-informed 
letter by a public leader to whom Mr. Hashemy has referred seems to 
consider that municipalisation or acquisition by a municipality is the 
first step tow'ards a national undertaking. I shall point out to 
honourable members in due course that far fnmj being a step towards 
nationalisation it is just the reverse and against public interest. So 
far as distribution is concerned, the policy that we have adopted is to 
take steps leading to the eventual nationalisation of electricity under- 
takings and ultimate transfer to public ownership. It is in pursuance 
of this policy that w'e have refused sanction. Fortunately for us, the 
same problem arose a little while ago in Efigland. There were local 
bodies^ that bad the power and the option to acquire portions of 
electricity undertakings wdthin their local limits. This was considered 
by a committee which submitted a report which is almost the last 
word on electricify organisation and is known as the McGowan Report. 
I chall read just one or two passages from that report in order to inform 
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the honourable members aa to what these principles are. They 
considered in particular that chiss of electricity undertakings whose 
operations extended outside" the local district, as ‘here. Honourable 
members should know that the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
does not supply Calcutta alone. It has got several licenses which fall 
due at various times and the three power stations that it possesses 
are intcrcoriiinected. One is in Cossipore, a second is at Garden 
Reach, and the tliird, is at Bhatpara supplying an interconnected sj^stem 
of electricity. It is to meet cases of this nature that this committee 
was appointed, and the committee found that purchasing by munici- 
palities far from leading to nationalisation would lead to disintegration 
of the existing undertaking into a larger number of still smaller units 
w'hich would mean no advancement in electricity supply. You will 
find the policy laid down here. “An essential aspect of any such 
scheme must include the prevention of the splitting up of a 
(‘(HUprelicnsive undertaking in conse(iuen(‘e of tl‘(' exercise of the right 
of purchase by individual local authority.” This is expounded subse- 
quently, and I will read the words as in the report. “So far as the 
purchasable luidertakings are eoneerned, it is obvious that in the case 
of the local undertakings the local authorities in a more remunerative 
part of the company will exercise their right of purchase. The 
result would be that a comprehensive undertaking would be split 
up into u number of small uneconomic undertakings.” It would be a 
retrograde stc]) to allow such disintegration to take place. The ultimate 
effect would be to the detriment of the consumers and I would point 
out that the result of this disintegration would not be to reduce the 
charge of 2 as. to 1 a. but to increa.se it possibly to 0 as. Therefore, 
they go so far as to recommend equation .of licenses and suspension by 
legislation of all the existing local authority rights of purchase in 
respect of such distribution undertakings for such specied equated 
periods. Tlierefore they are most definitely of opinion that large 
undertakings should not be disintegrated by giving permission to local 
authorities to break them up. I think, Sir, that so far as the respon- 
sibility of this (n)veniment is concerned, it must b(' to see that electricity 
is guaranteed, it must be to set* that it does not fail. If I were to 
scrutinise the tender with regard to whieli so much has been spoken, 

I would be able to show before the IBni^se that this was an absolutely 
worthless, and if I am permitted to say, even a childish tender which 
has been put forward. One thing that you will find in this tender is 
that there is no arrangement made for a power house (question). Even 
if I take the figures as given by the Corporation — and these figures 
are entirely wrong. And I may point out here before I come to the 
figures— The Committee of Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatterji spoke in these 
terms with regard to the figures of Dr. B. N. Dey on which so much 
reliance has been placed. After considering each item separatel}^ luiil 
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rejecting the validity of almost every figure, their last opinion is this: 
vre are therefore obliged to reject tbe proposal. This is the opinion 
which they have formed with regard to the figures of Dr. B. N. Dey. 
If the Corporation wanted to satisfj’ Government with regard to its 
figures, it was necessary that they should come up with other figures 
and not with those which had already been rejected by an expert 
Committee in ItldtJ. TfTe figures that were put forward by the (\)r- 
poration were not accepied by the expert ( ommittee, in the case of a 
whole undertaking, and it stands fo reason that if that undertaking is 
split up into smaller portions where there will be an unbalanced 
s'jppl.Vj ''ill more valueless than ever. I am afraid it is asking 
too much of tlie crediilily of this House to accept the figures at this 
stage. Let us look at tlie figures in the tender. Tt is staled that (he 
Electric Supply undertaking is worth about IdT lakhs. You may have 
a tender on these lines, hut in order that the (emler may he considered 
valid, the undertaking must he worth just tliat amount. You have 
stated that there should £‘(i00,()tl() .set part for a power statioTi. But 
you have not s])ecified the power station. Which jiower station you 
are going to huyi^ Are you going to huy the Cossipore or the Garden 
Reach station. Snp])ose the Calcutta Electric Suppl>’ Corjioration were 
to call \our hlutt, wiial would \ou do!*' You have no time to ])ut u]) a 
station whicli cost ■> years to erect; you will liave to ])urchase one or 
other of the stations, hut \ou do not know what is the value of the 
stations. Within the tender you have not stated what is the value 
of Cossijiore station, )ou have not stated what is the value of the 
Garden Reach station? For these and similar reasons on helialf of 
Government and on hehalf of the people of Calcutta whose guardians 
we are, am not ])repare(l to take the risk. 

Now, Sir, 1 will just point out to you one more inaccuracy here, 
because 1 find that my time is almost up. You have given certain 
figures of income and expenditure. You have worker! out on the basis 
of 90 million units, that is o() million units for domestic purposes and 
40 million units for industrial purposes. Now what is the value of 
these figures which you have given on this ])asis? As a matter of fact, 
the domestic units supplied hy the Calcutta Corporation are not 50 
million units but 40 million units. As a matter of fact the number 
of industrial units is not 40 millions hut 00-20 millions, or a total of 
130-2 millions. Your figures, threfore, are entirely wrong. Tf the 
correct figures are taken, you will find that on your own calculations 
the cost price of one unit of electricity is more than one anna, and if 
you take the real figure 

Mr# DEBI PRASAD KHAITANs On a point of information, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister giving figures of consumption in Calcutta or 
outside Calcutta? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, 1 am giving figured 
of conHumption in ralcuifa. The total consumption is 282 million 
units. 

The figures whicli you put forward are entirely wrong. There is 
really nothing in it. I think 1 qan go on like this point hy point 
and prove to you that figures in your lender i«B[g^such tliut no reasonahle 
person can possibly rely upon them, and if any one tenders on the lines 
of your tender, 1 can only say, that he is not serious or gullible, or is 
doing it t(H' a political purpose; but J cannot for a moment consider 
that a tender of this nature can ever be taken seriously in any country. 
What have you got here? You have got this proposal that the person 
who Cf)mes forward will advance the money. He will take 8 per cent, 
for the amortisation fund, and he will take (» per cent, as interest on 
capital. He is not called upon to set part any money for depreciation. 
After 2o years he will appropriate the amortisation fund. 

(The n on’ble Minister having reacherl the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. A good case 
is sometimes lost because of Iwd advocacy. I wdsh this motion for 
i'.djournment had not l)een brought up before the House by any member 
of th<‘ present (’'oii>oration of (’alcutta (h<‘ar, hear from (\)alition 
Denches). They are a discredited lot and they do not |>ossess the 
confidence of the citizens of Calcutta In this assertion, Sir, T include 
not only th<‘ Mussalmans of this city hut some of mv friends on the 
‘•id© opimsite also. 1 too could quote long statements from leaders and 
their lieutenants of the Congress persuation who liave uttered words 
about tlie City Corporation which if carried into effect would reall.\ lead 
to its removal from flu* midst of (''alcutta, lock, stock and barrel. 
Th© present ('oiporation. Sir, i> a veritable disgrace to the name of a 
muuicij>ality , and as my hon’ble friend fiom South (Aib'utta said, it 
will really 1h' a miseiy to them if w<‘ burdened them with .mything 
so gigantic as the Elect He (''orjxn ation. Dut. Sir, l>ecause I dislike 
the Municijml (orpoiation I shall not say that I like its ('ounterpart 
the Eleeiricit> Corporation. Tliese blood-sucker organisations which 
have themselves established in our country should now realise that 
the time has come when India wants to get into her own. (Heiir, 
hear.) Electricity, Sir. is not a thing that our engineers cannot 
piaduc(‘. It does not require any wonderful or miraculous powers to 
prmluce and even to distribute electii(‘ity in places like Calcutta. I 
i\as lather disapi>ointed at th© sjieeeh of the Hon’ble Minister-in- 
t barge. If be bad stood up just to discredit the Corporation and the 
.silly tender they have submitted regarding the taking over of th© 
CalcutU Electric Corporation, well, perhaps his utterance could be 
charaeteriaed as a good sjieeeli. But what about the problem of all 
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problems? Are we going* to hand over the destinies of this city for ten 
years more to this octopus? The Minister was silent on this )H)int. 
He did not tell u's what he was going to do in the ahsence of the accept- 
ance of the re(}uest of the ('i)!|K>iation of (’ahnitta. I hold, Sir, that if it 
is a question of public ownorshij), if public utilities are going to be oui’ 
pioi>erty, it was the duU’ of the'Minister-in-(‘harge to have told ns 
how he was going to grapple with the problem and achieve the happy 
result of nationalising them. One can run down the (Vlcutta Ooiixh 
lation. I can go on talking for hours together about it, but to me 
the problem of the lighting our city and other i)rol)leTOS which affect 
public utility and service and wdiicb should now* come into our hands 
by and by, are more important than w'hether X rules the Corporation 
to-day or Y. 

Sir, a long theory, about the production and distribution and also 
about the wider application and exiiansion of electricity throughout 
Bengal, was enunciated before the House by the Hon’ble Minister in 
< barge. I do not see how that comes in. The ju'oblem a< tually l>efon‘ 
us is that by a (ertain date a notice has to given and Ilu‘ t)th(M- i)art> 
has to make use of a <‘ertain option. But Indore that date expires 
and as you do not want to give the (‘orixuation the license, ])lease stop 
forward, come out Inddly, stand in its jdace amd give it to yourselt. 
Tell this House that you are going to take jnisseasion of this organisa- 
tion even if it costs hundreds ot jXMinds, and then y»>u will at once 
realize that this House will he with you and stand behind y»»u s(didl> . 
We shall undoubtedly make mistakes. Many a big scheme has been 
<*M)lved through mistakes. Let us also make mistakes and l(*arn to 
rectify them. But, Sir, you cannot run aw*ay with a harangue against 
the OorjMrt’ation without giving us your idea, your plan, your scheme 
how you are going to tackle the problem. T wash the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter had, instead of giving those figures, had told us something about the 
terms he offered. He took shelter behind the muuici]>al limits of 
(‘alcutta and mentioned Cossipore and (larden Reach and so on. The 
Calcutta Electric Supply (‘orporation may have five generating stations, 
liet fhera have a dozen. But if there was a legal hitch about th(‘ 
city Corporation operating outside its municipal area, I am sure the 
Law officers of the Crown and even the legal bruin of the llonVJe 
Minister 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Hon’ble (Vunmerce Minister’s 
brain is the latest generating station. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: It is 

not worse than yours. 

Mr. i^BDUR RAHMAN 8ID0IQI: For this department could have 
found ways and means of giving the working rights, managing rights, 
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or some otlier form of rights to the Corporation of Calcutta to supply 
light and to supply power in these outlying portions 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 know, Sir, what is the 
observation made about brains from the other side? lie may be an 

expert in brains. ^ 

% 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: You 

may be also. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We k now your brains. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. HABIBULLAH Bhadur, of Dacca: We 

know yours (no. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, if I am to take notice 
of all tlie casual remarks, you will be the worst offender. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, there are exceptions as to 
who c;in claim tlie best of l)rain.s. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The legal brain of the Minister 
always rules. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, drder. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: My speech has been interrupted, 
Sir, by the incorrigible disturber of peace — the hon’ble member from 
Murshidabad, l)ut as I was saying, we are anxious that the present 
Cabinet give us the lead in matters which do matter, in matters which 
ultimately will lead to th<* advantage of the citizens of Calcutta. So 
far as this scheme is concerru'd, extraneous arguments about persons and 
a thousand and one other things have been brought in. T do not think 
I can suggest a way out of the difficulty, hut 1 do insist, Sir, that the 
Government should find a way out now and here and not hand us over 
for a further period of ten \ears to tlie ('alcutta Electric Supply Cor- 
poration. I appeal to tlie Minister-in-eharge to find a way out. I am 
sure he can find such a way and then come to terms with this or some 
other Corporation. By .starting on right economic and scientific lines 
with a sinking fund he can save lakhs of rupees to Calcutta and its 
oitijsens and also save them from the clutches of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation. Let us get out of the grip of the.se people, and 
let us light our own homes and our own hearths with the power 
produced by ourselves. Let us leave merely debating and technical 
points severely alone. It is these public utility organisations that 
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will make India self-snpporting. It is these institutions that will give 
ua the power to control our own destinies first in our urban and later 
on in the rural areas. Whatever the London Scheme or the McGowan 
Scheme may be, and this reminds me of the other octopus, the 
Imperial Chemical Industries, why it was launched and why the 
local bodies in England were simply wiped off the slate, 1 do 
not know. I am no expert in electricity. But if England did 
something it is not necessary that we follow it. T^el us strike 
out a new path. In England the people and the Govcriinieiit are 
one. Things in India an‘ still different, distinct and apart. We liuve 
got to see to it that (‘very little thing that brings any benefit to one 
siiigle Indian, has to be caught liold of and has to be given to India. 
Before sitting down 1 would once more appeal to the llon’ble Minister 
to see that not only the Electric Supj)ly (!or])oration but tli(‘ Tramways, 
the Telephones and all otli(‘r coininercial bodies exploiting th(‘ citizens 
of Calcutta are brought under (io\Triiment control. It sliould be 
remembered that we want nationalisation of these services and not their 
communalisation. In speaking to-day, as I liave dont*, Sir, T speak 
with a full sense of responsibility and I tln’nk f shall be ri^iht in saying 
that the ^Muslim niei(‘liaii<s of Calcutta wlioin I liave tlie lionour to 
represent in this House*, would wedconn* some such ste]> — some such 
gesture on the part of the Government as would lead us to believe that 
the Government is not going to l(*t this Eleelrie Corporation liang on 
to U8 for ten years more but that the city will be released of its 
grip at the earliest possible moment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 give a personal 
explanation as regards the ultimate public ownership of these bodies? 
I entirely endorse, if I may, the remarks which have b(‘en made by 
my predecessors. That has got to be worked out. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I am tempted to say a few 

words in support of the motion before the Ilou'^ci, parti(mlarly in view 
of the appeal, the very forceful apjieal which has lieen made by the 
last speaker for whom I entertain gn^at respcid. I shall not deal with 
the first portion of his speech, namely, the charge of maladministration 
against the Calcutta Corporation. 1 do not accept the sweeping 
allegations made against that body. I am not a member of the 
Calcutta Corporation but if and when the time comes for this House 
to consider its affairs, as a ratepayer and as a citizen I hope to have 
an opportunity of saying my say. As the last speaker hud rightly 
observed, let not the issues be confounded while considering the very 
important matter which we are di.scu88ing as a result of the adjourn- 
ment motion. Sir, I did expect that the Hon’ble the Commerce 
Minister would be able to give us some definite ideas as to wbat the 
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policy of the Government was going to be. He had an opportunity 
of making further remarks after the last speaker had resumed his 
seat, but the only thing that he could say was that he heartily 
endorsed whatever Mr. Md. Abdul Rahaman Siddiqi had said. But 
he does not touch the most important aspect of the problem and that is 
what is going to happen with regard to the future relationship between 
this city and the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation for the next 
ten years. Sir, I believe that is the important aspect of the question 
which is before the House just now. Sir, the letter which the Govern- 
irienl sent to the Corporation has been dissected by various members 
before me and I do not propose to take the House line by line through 
this extraordinary document. Sir, so far as the legal aspect of the 
Corporation’s claim is concerned, I would say that is a technical matter. 
If Government makes up its mind that the undertaking should be 
purchased by the Calcutta Corporation as is laid down in the license 
and in the hidiaii Electricity Act, the legal anomalies in the ( alcutta 
Municipal Act, if any, can be rectified immediately by an agreed 
amending Act. So far as the interests of the public are concerned, the 
Hon’ble Minister said nothing to show that the reasons which have 
impelled the Government to refuse the sanction were really reasons 
in the interests ot the public of this city or of the province. Sir, what 
are the interests Pf the public which are advanced by the proposal 
of the Corporation y I take it there are two important factors involved. 
First, the contrt)! will come to the hands of the people of this land. 
Secondly, it means cheaper supply of electricity. Sir, it is no use the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardv’s placing before us re])ort.N of English experts. 
May I ask Mr. Suhrawardy one straight (luestiony Do the experts 
of the English ( onimitteo advi.se rarliament or the people of England 
that the responsibility for maintenance of the electric supply in 
England should be transferred to some foreign concern, German, 
French or even Indian y (Hear, hear.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: No body says so; 
'Government does not say so. 

Mr, 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE: I am glad the Finance 

Minister has now learnt to interrupt. Now, Sir, may I put this ques- 
tion to the Hon ble the Finance Minister. When will the Government 
of Bengal nationalise electricity? Will it take it up immediately or 
after an indefinite time? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; They have already 
taken it up with a view to nationalise industries and stopping the 
renewal of the contract and continuance of the supply. 



1988.] ADJ0UR^^M15J^T MOTION, 59 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Now, Sir, the Hon hie the 

Finance Minister hays “with a view to nationalise the industry*’. 
When actually will the process eonnnenceP During his life-time or 
in the life-time of the generations to coined 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : From this year, 
Sir. 


Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERilEE; Ver> well. Sir, that is 
im])ortaut. We welcome this, from this side of the house, — this 
important jironoiincement made hy the Hon’hle Finance Minister on 
hehalf of the (lovernment of llen^al that from this year the scheme 
ot nationalisation of the electric supply of this province will be taken 
no. (“Hear, hear”.) M> next ([uestion to him and to the Hon'ble 
tiie ( ommerce Minister is this What are \ou ^?f)in^i- to <lo to pul 
an end to the continuance of tlie present arrangements with the 
< alcutta Electric Supj»l\ ( orporation tor the next ten \ears and what 
#te]>s are \ou definitely ^'■oinj; to take for this purposed 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 t is not necessary 

1*' lell you innjiediately. 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: N.»w, Sii •, this re)>ly means 
thill (Toverimienf is not serious at ;dl. I slmll resume my seal 
immediately it the Hon’lde the Finance Mini.ster says that (Jovernment 
hiis decided to arraiif.'e matters in such i\ way that the present license 
witii the Electric Supply Fortioration on the existing terms will not 
be forced on Calcutta after November IttdH There is no rejdy, Sir, 
from him. 

J slujll siiy, Sii\ to (juole the lan^^imj^e of tlic Hon'ble the Commerce 
Ministei that this attitude of (io\ernnient is worthless and childish. 
<“Hear, hear” from tfie Congress Henche.s.) I shall sjiy, Sir, that 
the only way in (tovernment can ultimately introduce a policy of 
nationalisation of electricity is to accept the proposal of the Corpora- 
tion. Now. Sir. let me pas.s on to the particular letter which I have 
been aiuily sin'f. The Hon 'hie the Commerce Minister in the letter 
sent to the Corporation stated that no attempts were made hy the 
Corporation to dischar^^e the (ddijfation of Hati.sfyin#? the Government 
that in the interest of the public the purchase should he sanctioned. 
Sir, we have heard a lot about the worthles.s and childish nature of the 
proposals put forward by the Cor|)oration of Calcutta. We have also 
heard from the meiuher.s of the Corporation who w^aited on deputation 
before the Hon’ble the Commerce Minister. May I ask in all serious- 
ness, was it not the duty of the Hon’ble the Commerce Minister, as 
responsible for the welfare of this city, to write to the Corporation of 
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Calcutta and ask for the details in respect of matters about which he 
had grave doubts and to discuss the doubtful points with the Corpora- 
tion itself:^ What was the- actual proposal that the Corporation had 
made."' The proposal which the Corporation was making was not that 
it would take up the responsibility of running the show itself, but 
that would liand over the administration to an approved agent. (The 
Hon ble Mr. Nalini Ran.jan Sahkkr: To a foreign company.) Yes, 
to a toreign eonipany, if necessary, but one that was willing to accept 
our terms and not one that was going to dictate its terms to the Hou’ble 
the finance Minister or the Corporation. There is a difference between 
foreign companies that dominate you and foreign companies that are 
agreed to carry out your terms. 

Now, Sir, what was the proposal that the (Corporation of Calcutta 
had made? The proposal was that the actual responsibility would be 
given to an agent. If this agent is an undesirable party, here also 
(}overrimenl has sufficient powers to step in at the right time. The final 
proposal would have come before the Ministry of Local Self-Govern- 
ment in any case, and if even at that stage it appeared that the party 
to whom responsibility was going to be handed over on mutually 
acceptable terms which were favourable to the inlerests of the people 
of this land, it the party was undesirable, then fhe Government would 
be justified in stepping in and stopping that transaction. Before that 
point is reached, why should the proposal be turned down by Govern- 
ment definitely? Let it by all means, after discussion with the Cor- 
poration and other experts, alter the terms of the tender in every 
suitable manner. But why should it not wait before taking the final 
decision and see what respon.se there is to the tender i.ssued by the 
(Corporation? If there is a real spirit of co-operation between the 
(iovernment and tlie (Corporation for the purpose of achieving progress, 
a nuxlest sum ol at least two crores and forty lakhs of rupees may be 
8ave<l in the next ten years. You cannot do .so if yours is the shameless 
pxirpo.se whicli is mentioned ifi this Government letter, namely, the 
saving of dismemberment of an existing private electrical under- 
taking. Is tliat dismemberment a calamity, is that a matter of public 
interest ? 1 would ask tlie Hon ’ble the Commerce Minister to declare 

that in view of the opinions expre.ssed on all sides of. the House, Gov- 
ernment will reconsider the position. If the intere.sts of the public 
are really near his heart, his duty is clearly to consult the (^orporatioi|i 
of Calculta again and discuss the matter with its representatives and 
with experts who are in a position to pronounce judgment on questions 
li|:e this and decide to take steps as early as possible, and not till such 
future time as has been vaguely suggested by the Hon’ ble the Finance 
Minister, so as to prevent Calcutta being placed at the mercy of a foreign 
private profiteering concern for at least ten years to come. 

(Cries of “The question may now be put”.) 
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Ufa 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this subject may 
be now to this House but it is not new to this city and to this province. 
If I may remind this House, tliis matter, no doubt in a narrower form, 
was raised about eijrht years a^?o in the Corporation and, if I am per- 
mitted to add, I had the honour to raise it and to pilot what was then 
known as a comprehensive electrical scheme of the Corporation. I 
am glad to find one member of that body here this evening wlio, after 
the recital'^! the facts and figures, got up to support tlie Congress pro- 
posal regarding the comprehensive electrical scheme — 1 refer to 
Mr. George Morgan. This subject was raised eiglit veats ago in the 
Corporation, and tlien it was said that the rates charged by tiie Electric 
Supply Corporation were the irredindhle minimum. A^ soon as the 
comprehensive electiical scheme was parsed by the Corpoi alion of 
Calcutta, the irreducible minimum was rmluced by six pies per unit. 
A short time later, it was further reduced hy another six pies jier unit, 
and then you can well imagine what happened to that irieducihle 
minimum. We then demonstrated, and demonstrated to the satislaction 
of those who occupied the oppo.^ite buicln's in the Corjioiat ion, with 
the help of facts and figures that it was possible to supjily elect r, city 
at a uniform rate of one anna per unit for doniestii* jiurpo.ses, and we 
still maintain that view. The causi's, some ol the causes, winch contri- 
buted to the high charge were eininK'ialed on that occasion, and 1 need 
not repeat them. On that occa.sion 1 had the siijiport of Mr. Morgan 
when 1 recited the facts and figured, and on this occasion, too, 1 hope 
I shall have his supjiort. Tite high charges were due to each ol the 
Directors drawing Its. T(),t)t)() to Its. 40,001) per annum as Director’s 
fees. The high charges were due to the offices in (mlculta and the 
offices in London. The high clrargcs ^vere due to the iiiainlenance of a 
big staff of highly salaried otlicers here and a big stall there - a big stall 
which has nothing to do with the work of the Electric Sujrply Cort)o- 
ration here, I still remember what Mr. Morgan said on that occasion 
when he got up. He said “J have heard the facts and figures recited 
by Mr. Bose, and 1 get up to supjmrt his ainendnieni J hope* he 
will be consistent to-day. 

It lias been said by the Hon’bie the Commerce Minister, “Oh, the 
Corporation's tender is childi-sh.’’ 1 am afraid the Hon’hle Minister 
overlooked the terms of the section when he came to examine the 
details of the tender. He said that the value of the undertaking, was 
considerably more than what the Corporation had assessed. The Act 
lays down that the value of the undertaking has to be determined, in 
case of a difference or dispute, by arbitration. What does it matter,. 
I ask, whether the Corporation were meticulously right in their esti- 
mate or it were not. The matter would be decided by arbitration. The 
cniy question to be considered is: Has the Corporation the resources 
to purchase the undertaking? And on that question can it be doubted 
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for one single moment that a body whose revenue is nearly 3 crorea 
of rupees has not got the financial power to back this undertaking P 
The Hon’ble the Commerce Minister has gone into details. Details are 
not relevant at the present moment. What is relevant is whether 
sanction is to be given; and that sanction, I submit, has to be given 
on the financial strength of the body. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the ten^r is for two 

crores of rupees, and by arbitration it is subsequently faupd that the 
value of the undertaking is four crores of rupees, will that tender 
stand? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Have you estimated it? It may 
be that the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation value their concern 
at four crores of rupees, but surely it is within the region of 
possibility that the arbitrators will value it at two crores of rupees, the 
figure mentioned in the tender. How can you say that it is four crores 
and not two crores? . 

Sir, this evening I have heard about the Corporation of Calcutta 
being a discredited body. Now, Sir, let it ever remain a discredited 
body if one single fact is handed down to history ihat the Corporation 
was able to make a saving of Rs. 24 lakhs per annum for the rate- 
payers of Calcutta. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from Congress Benches.) 
Let it ever remain a discredited body if .the fact goes down to history 
that the Corporation has attended to the health and sanitation (d the 
people to an extent which was never dreamt of in the days of the. 
official-ridden Corporation, Let it ever remain a discredited body if 
the fact is handed down to history that it has contributed to the educa- 
tion of the poor and the needy in this city. Let it ever remain a dis- 
credited body if the fact is lianded down to history that it had the 
support, almost the unanimous support, of the rate-payers of Calcutta, 
both Hindus and MussaluTans (applause from Congress Benches and 
cries of *no’, ‘no’ from some members of the Coalition Party). Sir, I 
take up the challenge on behalf of the Congress Party and on behalf 
of the citisseus of Calcutta. Let there be a fresh election of the Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta to-morrow. The Congress will put up candidates from 
both communities, Hindus and Mussalmans. Let us see for whom 
the rate-payers vote whether they vote for the Congress candidates or for 
the non-Congress candidates. Sir, only recently, Howrah has 
demonstrated the strength of our following. 23 out of the 24 seats, 
including both Hindu and Muhammadan, have been captured by the 
Congress. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from Congress Benches.) Much 
is made of the fact that we congressmen want to bring our party-men 
in power. It may be so, but we do not want to conceal any fact. 
Where we find that our party-men have not been diligent we call 
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Aem to order. You may take advantage of that, but there is nothing 
to be ashamed of in it, because we want our party-men to set up an ideal 
IB industry, in energy and in honesty, the like of which was never 
known in the days of the old Corporation; and where we find any of 
our party-men falling short of that ideal we call him to order, and wa 
shall call him to order until we cease to exist. 

Sir, I do not propose to detain the House for more than the time 
you hav^allMt^d to me, hut I would ask the House to consider: Is 
it not time, that this public utility service should be nationalised or, 
at any rate, municipalized? 

If you all agree — if both sides of the House agree — that it is high 
time to do so, then there is one answer, and the answer should be thai • 
the House should adjourn. I hope by your votes you will demonstrate 
that you are not giving mere lip-sympathy to the ideal of municipalisa- 
tion or nationalisation. 1 hope by your votes, you will demonstrate 
that you adhere to the principle until all the services — all the public 
utility services of Bengal — whether in Calcutta or elsewhere — are muni- 
cipalised or at any rate nationalised. So far as the Government are con- 
cerned, they have the power to purchase the undertaking. Why should 
not they say that thfy would exercise this power bore and now and say 
that they will not allow a profiteering company to go on for another 
10 years and draw Rs, 24 lakhs annually out of the life-hlood of the 
people for the same period? If the Mini.stry has any concern for fair- 
ness and equity, if the Ministry has any concern for the rate-payers 
of the province, if the Ministry ha.s any concern for the well-being of 
the province as a whole, T would submit that it is up U> them to say 
at once, “AVell, though we may not have agreed so fur as your demand 
that sanction should lx* given to the (\)rporation to purchase the under- 
taking is con(;erii(?d, we are with you when you say that wc sHiould take 
steps not merely to municipalise the industry but to nalionalise it 
and we .shall do so within the next few years.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: I accept it. 
Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Accept it when? 


(Voioes: The question may now be put.) 


Mr« 8PEAKER: The question before the House is that the ques- 
tion may now be pflt. 

* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. BREAKER! The question before the House is that, the buri- 
ness of the House be adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, viz., the situation that has arisen in consequence 
of the recent refusal of the Government to accord their sanction to the 
proposed electrical schemes of the Corporation of Calcutta communicated 
in their letter' No. 1022 Com., dated the 29th January 1938. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AMul HatNi. Khan Bfkadiv lyatf. 
AMul Nakln, Maulvl. 

ANul MaJiB, Maulvl. 

AhBul WahaB, Maulvl. 

Ahn HuMalfi larkar, Ma»thl« 

ABul Faial. Mr. MB. 

Attah All. Mr. 

AhffltB Khan, Mr. 8yaB. 

AilmuBBIn AhmaB, Mr. 

Banarjaa, or. Suraih ChanBra. 
Banarjaa, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa. Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa. Mr. SIhnaih. 

Banarji. Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa. Mr. Manuranjan. 

Barman. Bihu Shyama PreiaB. 

Baau. Mr. Santoih Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Or. QohinBa ChanBra. 
BlaiBha, Mr. Railk Lai. 

Biiarai, Mr. BuranBra Nath. 

Boaa, Mr. Barat ChanBra. 

Ohakraharty, Baku NaranBra Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr JatInBra Nath. 
OhattopaBhyay, Baku HarlpaBa. 
OhauBhuri, Rai NaranBra Nath. 

Daa, Baku MahIm ChanBra. 

Oaa. Baku RaBhanath. 

Oaa Bupta, Baku KhaganBra Nath. 

Oaa Bupta. Or. «l. M. 

Oaa Bupta. Mr. NaranBra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. ShiranBra Nath. 

Oolal. Mr. HaraaBi^. 

Outta. Mr. Bukamar. 

Oatta Bupta. Mlta Mira. 

EmBaBul Hagua. Kail. 

Bhoaa, Mr. AtuI Kriahaa. 

BiaauBBin AhmaB. Mr. 

Bamaa. Mr. B. A. 

Beaaraml, Mr. Tula! ChanBra. 

Ba^ Mr. Bofaab ChanBra. 


Bupta. Mr. J. N. 

Haaan All ChewBhury. Mr. ByaB. 
BalaluBBIn Haahamy. Mr. (yaB. 

Jonah All MaJumBar. Maulvl. 

Khattar, Mr. Oabl PrkaaB. 

Khan, Mr. OaNnBra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atat ChanBra. 

KunBu. Mr. NIahitha Nath. 

Maiti. Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. BuranBra Mohan. 

Maji, ABwaita Knmar. 

MaJumBar. Mri. Htjnapvnva. 

Maaumdar, Mr. BiranBra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. laarar Chandra. 

Mandal. Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriahna PraaaB. 
Maniruzzaman lalamabaBi, Maulana MB. 
Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Mookirjaa. Mr. SyamapraaaB. 

Mukerji, Mr. OhiraaBra Nfrayan. 
MukharjH, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Or. H. C. 

Mukherji, Or. Bharat ChanBra. 

Mullick, BrIJut Aahutoah. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham ChanBra. 

Pain, Mr. BaraBa Proaanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinlaharan. 

RamIzuBBin AhmoB, Mr. . 

Roy, Mr. Charu ObanCrn. 

Roy, Mr. JCamalkrlahna. ' 

Rey.||f.JC|ritrnoliir. 

Roy» Mr. tClkhoM f|M. 

B*h Mr. M«nmBtha Nath. 

Banyal, Of. Nallnaka|n. 

Banyal, Mr. Baaanka Bakhanr. 

Ban, Baku Nagandra Nath. 

Bhahadali, Mr. 

BhamaucBin AhmaB, Mr. M. 

Binha, BrlJut ManlnBra Bhuun. 

Bor, Mr. NaranBra Kumar. 


AhBulllzli, Maulana MB. 
AhBul Bari, Maulvl. 

AhinI Nalte, Mr. Mina. 
AhBul Nahoom, Mr. 


NOES. 

» AhBul NaUmIfIfipiliparl, Mr. MB. 
AhBul NamM, Mr.|^. M. 

AMul HamJB Shih, MauM. 
AhBirBahhur, MnulvL 
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KaUff. Mr. 

AM«I Utn iltvM, Mailvi. 

AMrt MalM, Mr. IfM. 
mm Wtfeai KliM, Mr. 

MMIa-Al MaliaMi, Mr. 

AMw laliaM. Kina tikatfar A. F. M. 
AMarHaliaiaa tMMM. Mr. 

AMar KailM Mafeanad, Mr. 

AMar taali— 4 , Maalt) Md. 

AMar KaajL KKaa taM Maaivi •. 

AM!|r Kdaf» Mf^ tliak 
AMar Ranak, Maaivi. 

AMai IbaMad, Maaivi Md. 

Abal Haabiai, Maaivi. 

Abal Hauda, Mr. Abaiad. 

Abal Qaanai, Maaivi. 

AKab Haiala daardar, Maaivi. 

Abnad All, Khaa lahib Maalaaa Iaayal#ari. 
Abaivd All Mridha, Maaivi. 

Abaiad Hatala, Mr. 

AMaiaddia Ahaiad, Kbaa labadar. 

Aaiiaaiiah, Maaivi. 

Aaiir AH. Md. Mia. 

Arantraag, Mr. W. i. 

AtbralaH. Mr. M. 

Aalad Haaatfn Khaa, Maaivi. 

Aibar Aii, Maaivi. 

Aadartaa, Mr. d. F. 

■aaaaraiaa, Mr. H. d. 
taral AH, Mr. Md. 

•araia. Baba Praaibari. 

Braibar. Mr. F. 0. 

Oatapball, lir Baarga, Kt. 
dbiigandila. Mr. J. W. 

CraaNald. Mr. L. M. 

Daa, Mr. Aaakai Ckaadra. 

Das, Mr. Maaaiabaa. 

Pass, Baba Dtbaadra Natb. 

Edbar, Mr. Upaadraaalh. 

Farhat Baaa KhfaaM* Bagaai. 

Fallal Hag, tka Man’bla Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Quadir, Khan Babadar Maaivi. 

Failar Rahman^ Mr. 

Failar Rahman Makltar, Mr. 

BrHUUis, Mr. C. 

Habiballab, tha Haa'Ma Rawab Babadar K.. af 
Daaaa. 

HaBiadIRi BbiwdMirM Maaivi. 

HamMaddla Abnad, Mbba Aabib. 

ManHIaa, Mr. K. A. . 

Nasaaaianaa, Maaivi Bid. 

Naaban Ail Khaa, Kbaa BabadH. 

Haataa Marsbad, Mn. 

NManaligJanadar, Khan lahib. 

MaFaraad, Mr Ragars. 

Haadry. Mr. David. 

Nlitial, Mr. M. A. F. 

Minaa, Hr. F. T. 

Idm Abnad Mia, Mr. 


HBabaai, MFv** A. It. ^ . 

4asinaddla Abaiad. Mr. 

Kablraddla Kbaa, Kbaa laM. 

Kaaaady, Mr. I. 8. 

MaitadMa Cbaadbary, MaaM. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahlabaddia Abnad, Mbaa Babadar. 

Maadal. Mr. Birat Obaadra. 

Mandai, Mr. dagat Obaadra. 

Maniraddin Akbaad, Maaivi. 

Milas, Mr. e. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

MUna-Rabartsan, Mr. 0. E. L. 

Mahannad AH, Khan Babadar. 

Margan, Mr. 8., O.I.E. 

Maslan AH Matlah, Maaivi. 

Maianmal Hag, Maaivi Md. 

Mabammad Atial. Khan lahib Maaivi lyad. 
Mahannad Ibrahin, Mialvl. 

Mabammad Israil, Maaivi. 

Mabammad liddigaa, Mr. lytd. 

Mabammad lalalman, Kbaa lahib Maaivi. 

Matlish, Ibt Han'bit Ml. Mahanda Babary. 

Malllcfc, Mr. Palin Rabary. • 

Masbarrat Hatain, tha Haa'Ma Rawab, Kbaa Babs- 
dar. 

Mastagaiwal Hagaa, Mr. lyad. 

Matlafa Ali Dawaa labtb, Mr. 

Randy, tha Han’bia Maharaja irH Bbaadra, at 
Kasimbaiar. 

Raaarallab, Rawabsada K. 

Raathar Ail, tha Han'bla Maaivi lyad. 

Ruimaddin, tha Han’bia Khwaja lir, K. 0.1.1. 
Raaraddin, Mr. K. 

Rartan, Mr. H. R. 

PaHaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raihat, tha Han’bia Mr. Pruana Dab. 

Rajibaddin Tarafdar, Maaivi. 

Rasaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Raaa, Mr. d. B. 

Ray, Baba Patiram. 

Ray, tha Han'bla lir Bijay Prasad lingb, Kl. 

Ray. Mr. Dhananjay. 
ladaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 
lafiraddin Ahmad, Haji. 
lallm, Mr. I. A. 

larkar.lba Han’bia Mr. Ralinl Ranjan. 

•arajal Islam, Mr. 

•bahdbaddln, Mr. Khwaja. 
ibansaddin Abnad Khaadkar, Mr. 

Itavan, Hr. d. W. R. 
fwbrawardy, tha Han’bia Mr. H. I. 

Tanitaddin Khan, Maaivi. 

ratal Aband Ohaadhary, Mailvl Hbji. 

Wallar Rabnan, Maaivi. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vasaf AH Ohaadhary, Hr. 

Zahar Abnad Ohaadhary, Mialvl. 


Ayes 80 and Noes 122, the motion was lost. 


• 

Mr. SPEAKElU! 1 might kjEarm the members of the Houile for 
their information "Ihat Government do not intend to have any Bitting 
on the 10th February in the fact that the Id will taka place 

A 
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[8xe 

a day earlier than it was originally fixed. In other words, there will 
be no sittings on the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th and the Assembly will 
meet on the 14th. A circxilar embodying the actual agenda will be 
circulated after we receive the formal communication from Govern- 
ment. For the convenience of the members I inform the House of this 
in advance. 


Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Wednesday, V 10 
9th February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Pr 000 eJ&ng$ of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the^provisions of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

Tiui Assembly met in the Aijsembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 9tli February 1938 at 4-45 p.m. 

' A < 

Present: 

Mr, Speaker (the Hon ' hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqub, c.i.e.) 
in the Cfhair, the 11 Hon’hle Ministers and 218 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Kanchrapara Technical School. 

^8. Mr. SERAJUL ISLAM: {a) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charffe of the Afrrifultnre aii<l IndustrieH Department be pleased to 

state— 

(/) whether it is u fact tiiat the Technical School at Kanchrapara 
is maintained by (he Bengal Government; 

(tO that this school is meant primarily for training the railway 
apprentices; and 

(Hi) that there is one such school at Sibpur? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(/) making their lecj uitments from the SibjMir School; 

up the said Technical School at Kanchrapara; or 

(ill) urging upon the Jtailway authorities t<» maintain the Technical 
School at Kanchrapara:' 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a)(i) The Kanchrapara Technical School is maintained 
jointly by Government and the Eastern Bengal Railway. The Railway 
bears the entire cost of the practical training and the upkeep of the 
hostels. 

(tt) No. It is keaiit primarily for the training of apprentices in 
mechanical engineering. 
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(Hi) Na. There ia no technical school at Sibpur. There ia an 
Engineering College at Sibpur which is intended to serve ai^ifeirent 
purpose. 

(b) (i) Does not arise. 

(u) and (hi) No. The question of the allocation of charges between 
Government and the Eastern Bengal Railway is however being 
jre-examined. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any Board of Control for technical schools 
over the whole province including the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Technical School at Kanchrapara? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. The Board of Control is appointed hy Government. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Board of Control at this moment is being 
revised or there is any proposal for examining the proper constitution 
of this Board? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

The Ikvanl is a 0^)11 tiiuious Hoard, but when necessity arises it is 
revised. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slatft what is the curriculum of the Kanchrapara school — 
whether it is a purely railway engineering school ? 

The Hcn’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

It imjxu'ts niechanicxil and practical training. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not electrical training? 

The Hcn’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

No. 


Alms Heuae. 

•9. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the present Sukea Street police-station 
situated at Amherst Street is a part of the old Alms House intended 
for the use of the destitute and the helpless poor persons of Calcutta? 
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it a fact that the Alms House was a public institution created 
bv public donatious of persons siuh as Raja Uadha Kanto Dev, Sir 
JTijeebhoy Tata, Prince Dwaraka Nath Tagore and others in 1840 P 

it a fact that the part of the said Asylum was acquired and 
converted into the jwcsent police-station by the Government during^the 
civil di soiled i once movement? 

^d) If the answers to (o) to (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon 'hi# 
Minister be pleaded to stale whether the (Tovernnient conlemplate 
abolishing the police-station and c<mverting it aguin into its former 
position ? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(h) The buildings of the old Alms House were completed in 1842 at 
a cost of Its. 28,115, the ])ublic subscribing Rs. lO.GlO and the ])a1ance 
being met fioni the General funds of the District rharifable Society 
which rei'cived a Government grant of Its. l,2(Mf a month. 

(c) The land was relinquished bv the District (liurituble Society ia 
1925 in consi(l(‘rat ion of the land pro\ided by Government for the Society 
at Tollygunge and of the sum of Rs. 5 lakhs paid by Government to 
the Society. 

id) Doe^ not uiise. 


Welfare DepaKment. 

•10. Mr. «l. N. GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Mini,st(‘r in charge 
of the (Vunmerce and Lafauir l)ef>art merit Ik* pbnised to state — 

(a) if any one has been appointed for the Welfare Department; and 

(b) if 80 — 

(i) what is the name of the person appointed; and 
(/V) what is his qualification? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE and 
LABOUR (the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) There i.s no 
Welfare Department as such. The lialmur Department as a whole 
charged with promoting the welfare of labour, 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. .8IBNATH BANERdEE; Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
io state who is Mr. Surita? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: He has nothing to do 
with any of the Government departments. 
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Mfi ila Ni GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he has appointed any man to promote the welfare of the labour? 

The Hon’blo Mfg Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: No specific person has 
been appointed. As I pointed out the entire Labour Department with 
all its officers are charged with the promotion of the welfare of labour. 


Deputy 8uperintendefit of the Daooa Modioal 8chool. 

Ml. Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Khan Sahib Maijuddin Ahmad is still the Deputy 
Siii>erintendent of tlu* Dacca Medical School; and 

(h) if so, is there any chance of his tran8fe‘r to some other district? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC HEALTH 
and LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 8yed Nausher 
Ali): (a) Yes. 

{h) There is always i\ chance of every officer of Government being 
transferred at any moment in the interest of public service. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of the report of the Enquiry Committee by 
Mr. Tyson received in May last (as he was pleased to state day before 
yesterday) whether it is not desirable that this gentleman, Khan Sahib 
Maijuddin Ahmad, should be transferred to some other place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAUSHER ALI: As I have already 
replied to a (piestion of Mr. Sen in this very House on the 7th February, 
the reiH)rt is still under consideration and no transfer of this officer is 
under contemplation. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is ready to transfer the said officer in view 
of the unpleasant situation created by him? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a request for action and does not arise. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long Khan Sahib Maijuddin Ahmad has been at 
Dacca in that post? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is very difficult for 
mo to answer off-hand without proper notice. I think it is a term 
appointment and the term will not expire before October next. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stale wdiether Khan Sahib Maijiuldin Ahmad is^rto longer 
the Superintendent of the girl^’ scdiofd in connection with which there 
was this unpleasant incident 'i , 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the HoirUe Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of transferring that gentleman 
because of the unpleasant situation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I do not think that 
because certain allegations have been made against an officer it is 
desirable that he should he transferred. 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the llon'lde Minister 
be pleased to state it the transter of the officer toncerned is not long 
overdue ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: It is iu>t. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the llon'lde Minister be 
pleased to state it it 'is not a fact that the finding of the Magistrate 
has heen against this officer’s c(»nduct ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 have already stated 

that the report is under consideration, and 1 had no i)pportunity of 
reading the rejK)rt ; J have given the reasons also; hut I can tell the 
hon’ble member that since 1 gave that reply I have ghniced over the 
covering letter and the coiududing portion of the re[K)rt and it appears 
to me that the charges have not heen substantiated. 

Mr. J^TUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the volume of opinion against this gentleman 
is not sufficient to transfer him ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tliat is quite a different matter. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any chance of his promotion soon? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleftsed to state if his attention has 'been drawn to the false statement 
in the Amrita Bazar Patnka that the Hon'ble Minister has been sitting 
over the re])ort over a long period? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot ask a question on the basis of a 
newspaper report. 


Amount realised from defaulting touzi-holdere in BakarganJ in 1937. 

*12. Mr. SADARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Itevenue Department be pleased to state what amount has 
been realised from defaulting foi/^ 2 t»holders as penalty in the district of 
Bakarganj during the >ear 1937? 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): Rs. 2,48114-3. 


Rate per acre of the lands of Char Madras and Char Fasson in Bakarganj. 

*13. Mr. SADARUDDIN AHMED: {a) WilLthe Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Reveinie Department be pleased to state whether the 
rate of rent per acre of the lands of Char Madras and Char Fasson in the 
district of Bakarganj is uniform? 

(h) If not, what are the reasons for the difference in rates? 

The Hon’MeSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(h) Cfuir Madras . — The rate is uniform except for an area of 70 
acres of lands of lower fertility along the banks of khah. 

Char Fasson . — In this estate the rates of Rs. 3-2 and Rs. 4-0-2 per acre 
had been current in Parts I and II, respectively, since 1910-11, while the 
rate of Rs. 3-2 was introduced in Part III from 1920-21. At the recent 
settlement it was found that under section JI0(?>), Bengal Tenancy Act, 
these rates could be enhanced to Rs. 4-1, Rs. 5-4-6 and Rs. 3-7-2, 
respectively. But having regard to the low prices of paddy and in con- 
sideration of the prevailing rates in the neighbourhood and the decided 
superiority of the soil in Part I, the rate of Rs. 4 per acre has been 
adopted in Parts I and II and in Part III the old rate has be^n main- 
tained. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Ration of prisoners in Jails. 

2. Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAKs Will the ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if eleven cJuitaks of rice is given to a prisoner in jail ; and 
(h) if so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
increasing tlie ration? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The hon’ble member 
is referred to the provisions of the Jail (Jode and in particular to Jail 
Code rules 1095 and 1092 which will be found in the Library. The 
scales vary for different classes of prisoner under different conditions 
and are adequate. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the rations supplied to different classes of 
prisoners are inadetiuaie? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly not. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is in the contemplation of (Jovernment to revise 
the Jail Code >o far as the rjition to prisoners is concerned? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
absolutely sure that this amount of eleven chaiaks of rice is given to 
the prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: What has been provided 
in the Jail Code is given to the prisoners. 


Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the report that the prisoners inside the jail 
do nof get 11 chataks is not correct? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have not heard of any 
complaint to that effect. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware of the fact that the provisions of the Jail Code are not 
complied with in regard to division 

Mfi SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to explain the term “different classes of prisoners’^ in line 
4 of his answer? Does he mean Division I, Division II, Division III 
prisoners ? Or does he mean prisoners of Bengal, Behar or Punjab ? 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Divisions I, II and III. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that the people of Bengal generally 
take 8 chaiaks of rice per meal daily thrice? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what they 
generally take. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to a])point a Board to enquire into the fact whether from 11 chataks of 
rice something i.s taken back ? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there is 
any necessity for an enquiry of this kind. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there are two cups which are called kata^ according to the Jail 
Code by which this rice is given to the prisoners? There are two cups: 
One contains five cluit<iks and the other 3 to 3A chataks of rice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Vrill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the barfe of his statement that this rice is adequate? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have seen the rice and 
I think it is adequate. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the average daily ration of the hon’ble members? 

(Laughter.) 
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Adjournment motion. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have your 
permission <o move the adjournment of the House and I wish to seek 
the leave of the House for my motion that the business of the House 
be adjourned to discuss a definite matter of ur^^ent public importance, 
namely, the death of Harendra Muushi, lately a prisoner on hunger- 
strike in the Dacca Central Jail. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got my consent P 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 have your consent, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I have the leave of the 
House for my motion that the business of the House be adjourned foy. 
the purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the arrest of Mr. Niliarendu Dutta Mazumdar, a member of this House, 
and his co-workers on their arrival at the Comilla railway station on 
the 2nd rebruar\ last who went there to organise a peasants’ conference 
which was proposed to be held at ('omillaP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got my consent? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move a motion of 
adjournment of which I have got written permission from you: 

“That the business of this Assembly do now stand adjourned to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent aiid public importance, viz., the risks 
of restriction on the free and public expression of opinion by members 
of this House and encroachment uj)on the right of such members to 
openly criticise the aciion.s of the Ministry without risks to personal 
safety and security as evidenced in the instance of an assault upon a 
member of this Hou.se in a meeting at Iswarganj, Mymensingh, addressed 
by and in the presence of the Chief Minister to the Government of 
Bengal. “ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have you got my consent? 

Mr. 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please hand it over. 

(It was handed over.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: When did this occurrence take place P 

Mr. 8YED JAlALUDDIN HA8HEMY; It took place at Iswarganj 
only two weeks back. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, you have neither touched on it nor 
given any written statement which is absolutely necessary. Under 
rule 107, you have to hand over the consent of the Speaker with a 
written statement containing the necessary details. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; I cAn do that immediately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use, because I have got to decide imme- 
diately; that is my difficulty. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I submit that this 
is a matter of recent occurrence and I hope that all the members of this 
House are aware of it? I did not mention the details because I thought 
that the volume of the motion would increase. For this reason I did 
not mention the details. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, the Speaker has bo eyes to see and 
no ears to hear except what he sees or hears in this House. I have 
not before me a definite statement as to the dale of this occurrence. 
There is no written statement nor is there any mention of the date and 
even though all the members may know of it 1 am working at a 
disadvantage. First of all I have to decide w hether the matter is urgent 
and whether you liave utilised the first available opportunity of bringing 
forward this motion. 1 am afraid you have not supplied the full 
materials, and I must hold that for the time being the motion is not in 
order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I pray that the motion 
be admitted, so that I may explain 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Hashemy may renew this matter, I may 
consider it when the written statement is supplied. / 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I hope he will. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may renew the matter next week, if you so 
wish. 

Mr. Datta, your motion is ruled out for exactly the same reason. 
You have iwt given any written statement by which I could judge the 
urgency of it. 
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There is another reason. 1 find that notice of a special motion has 
been given by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, if I mistake not. I have got. 
the notice just nQW and in view of the fact that the same matter is 
likely to arira in that connection the question of an adjournment motion 
does not arise at all. 

Mr. Goswami, you have got my consent to moving your adjournment 
motion. I want to know now what is the urgency about this matter. 

Mr. fuLSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, on the 29th of elanugry 

last a prisoner in the Dacca Central Jail died as a result of hunger- 
strike, and as this is the earliest opportunity in which I could bring this 
matter up before this House, I take this opportunity of doing so l^^d 
I ask the leave of the House to move my motion. I have your consent 
already so far as the text of the motion is concerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER • I am satisfied that the motion is in drder, and 
I ask whether it is tlie pleasure of the House tliut leave should he given 
to Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami to move the adjournment motion 
regarding Harendra Nath Munshi. Is there any objection P 

There being no objection, leave is given to Mr. Goswami to move 
his adjournment motion. 1 fix (i o’clock as the time to-day when the 
motion may be moved, that is, immediately after the prayer interval, 
as I propose to adjoiir?i at 6-45 for ])rayer and after that to take up the 
adjournment motion 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ma.v 1 have .Nour conscml. Sir, and 
the consent of the Hon’bfe Minister in charge with regard to my special 
motion that this Assernblv desires that steps should be immediately 
taken to enable Mr. Niharemlu Diitta Mazumdar, a member of this 
House, to attend meetings <it this As.sembly? This is a question of 
privilege, Sir, and in view of that 1 claim that my motion .should have 
' precedence over all other business of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 got your notice to-day just as I 
came here. I do not think that there is any urgency an this matter, it 
being a matter oCprivilege. I propose to take it up immediately after 
question time nexl meeting day and discuss and find out whether the 
motion is in order. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is a matter of great 
importance, because a member of this House is in jail. He is clapped 
up in prison under certain executive orders, and he has not been given 
bail. I therefore submit that this matter is so very urgent that if we 
wait till Monday next 
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Mn SPEAKER: Well Dr. Sanyal, if you insist^on it, I would like 
to know first whether you have got the consent of thtf^Bon^ble Minister 
in charge, my consent coming in after the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
has given it. ■ / ^ - 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Skr I have duly handed over several 
copies of my special motion this afteraooq for distribution at 2 o’clock, 
and I hope that one' such copy has reached the hands of the Hon’ bio 
the Home Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, surely yhu cannot ^pect, circum- 
stance as, we are that within .two hours it will be possible for our 
departm^ht to send round copies to all concerned t There are also many 
aBjournment motions to be dealt with and to be placed before me, 
before they are admitted. But if >ou have got the consent of the 
Hon’ble Minister even now, I am prejiared to consider whether I should 
give my consent. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a" point of order, Sir. 
Whether the Hon’ble Minister gives his consent or not, Dr. Sanyal 
rallied this point two days ago, and you, Sir, were pleased to say that 
you would consider this question and give your ruling on that point of 
privilege. May we have that ruling to-day, SirP ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I was prei>ared to give my ruling but will not do 
so now, in View of this motion ; as this matter is likely to come up for 
discussion in this House, the Speaker should he the last person to inter- 
vene with his opinion in a matter in which he is likely to have the 
opinion of this House, and as such 1 refrain from giving my ruling on 
this point. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I know if this motion is 
not admissible and whether T have got the consent of the Hon’ble 
Minister F 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to take the usual steps in thia matter. You 
have given notice under section 102, have you not.’^ I will send your 
motion to the department concerned, and will take it up in order at the 
earliest possible date, namely, on Monday next. In the meantime if 
you can sucpeed in getting the consent of the Hon’ble Minister at any 
stage your motion will get precedence over all other business of the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Thank you very much, Sir. 

Mr« BREAKER: We will now resume discussion on Mr. Abdul 
Bari’s reiMutiott. 
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NON-OFnClAL BUSINESS. 


RESOLUTION. 
fOn matters of general public 

Mr. SASANKi^ SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, I liso io accord my 
qualified support to Mr. Abdul Bari in the matter of bis resolution 
regarding reduction of rent. The support that I give is qualified, 
because I do not endorse hijp proposal for u (^mirnittee, and bedause'be 
wants to introduce officials in this ('oinmittet'. Sir, even if a Com- 
mittee were necessary, I do not think that officials should be there. 
I suppose my friend believes that the officials could help the (^otumittap 
witk their experience* of handling llu* rent j)r(>blemH and with theif 
general experience in other departments of rent questions, but all the 
same my friend should realise tliat these officials are public servants 

and they ,, are bound to place* at the disposal of any ("ommitUH^ tlie 

benefitfof their experience and tin* benefit of their knowledge* of affairs. 
I would, therefore, appeal (o my friend to eonsider that in the past wc 
have had enough 'of officials and officialism in ev(*ry s])here of our 

lives, and the" less of these things we have now', the better both for 

ourselves and for the officials thems(‘lves. In the second place, the 
case lor a reduction in rent is so straight and strong that we can decide 
the matter even here and now’, and it would serve no useful purpose to 
put the matter into the hands of a Committee in order to wait for as 
long as six months to do what w e can do to-day I 

Sir, I will deal with only one aspe^ci of the question on the lines of 
resolution No. 122 w'hich stands to my credit. We know — every 
one in Bengal knows — very painfully that during the last 15 to 30 
years by far the vast majority of the tenancies have h(H*n subjected to 
an indiscriminate increase in rent on the ground of a ri8<* in the psices 
of staple food crops. In the firsi pla('e, there was no justice for such 
enhancement because if tlicre w'as any enhancement or rise in the 
price of food stuffs, there was nothing that stood to th© credit of^ the 
landlords. The landlords did nothing in the matter and there is no 
reason, there is no justice, there is no equity, and there is no sense 
why landlords should stand upon any extra income of the^ tenants 
"and take a portion of this suppolHHl extra income. Rise in prices 
depends, — as it will always depend upon various world factors in the 
market, and the extra money income that the tefianU had iiCthe shape 
of a rise in the prices is not an unmixed blessing, because a rise in 
the price of food crops has always been accompanied by a rise in the 
price of other Commodities and necessaries of life. We know, Sir, 
that during the war period when crops sold at a high price, tlie tenants 
had to pkf heavily for their clotibing, for the bare oovenhg of their 
nudity, and they had to pay heavily for tiqlr medioiae and to pay 

I 
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heavily eyen for purchasing their hurricane , lanterns. So the paper 
income which was increased did not come so much as a blessing, as it 
came as a torture, ami it was the height of injustice for the legislature 
to alio# the law courts to enhance rents*only from the point of view of 
an increase in the paper income without looking at all the spheres oi 
lives through which the tenants had got to pass, and what, is the 
condition now? Prices have fallen ver>' miserahly, they have come 
dow^ gradually^^ and to-day the price is so abnormally low that the rent 
has become a burden on the tenants, ])ut this enhancement remaifis 
there. Years since the basis of ibis enhancement which led to this 
increased prosperity on the part of tenants has disappeared ; the sup- 
po^d prosperity too has disappeared, but the Prosperity Tax is there. 
^ do not think that there is any justice in this matter and we can 
"straightaway proceed to this question, and at least reRf)1ve that the 
enhancernents whicli have been imposed upon the tenancies on the 
ground of an increase in the price of food stuffs should be rescinded 
altogether. Probably the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will answer 
to say that there is a provision in the Pengal Tenancy Act — seetion 38 
which gives an opening for the tenants to get reduction in rent on the 
ground of a reduction in the price of food stuffs. That shows the 
helplessness of the tenants, 1 cljallenge the lion’ble the Revenue 
Minister to find out a single instance in the history of Bengal where a 
landlord has amicably agreed to a reduction of rent on account of the 
pitiabhq condition of his tenants, to find out a single instance in which 
a tenant has Ixnm able to go to the law court in order to seek a reduc- 
tion of rent. AYe have heard a lot about the down-trodden peasantry, 
we have lieard a lot about the landlords. 1 appeal to the landlords 
that it is time for them to come forward witli boldness and initiative 
and admit frankly that the law allowed them for a long time to 
exploit and that they did exploit but now they want that the law must 
be remedied and that the exploitation must be stopped. There must 
be something done to save the down-trodden peasantry^ not only from 
misery but also from helplessness. It is time for the landlords and 
the Ministry and for us all to realise that the landlords and the 
tenants must come to terms. 1 make a particular appeal to my land- 
lord friends to come forward and take a lead in this matter. I do not 
propose to take much time of the House, but with these few remarks 
I accord my whole-hearted support to the resolution, although I must 
say that it is not very happily worded. 

Mr.^. A8HRAFALI; 1 am of ’'opinion that a Committee should 
be constituted to enquire into the existing rent with a view to devise 
ways andjBiean# for the proper reduction of rent. It is without doubt 
that the country is wanting that tlie tenantV rent should be 

reduced. has been the cry from a long time, the reasons for it 

I need not uljieeessarily discuss here because everybody known it. I 



RESOLUTION. 


'^938.} : RESOLUTION. 81 

that ro^ is “tw dei*\ When^ so many parsons 

n for this thinj?, we must lend our ears to them. I 

fpwL^y that there are some such landlords who have enhanced the 
l!«il0r.of the tenants to a very exorbitant, rather unconscionable 
aa^t. It is hi^jrh time therefore that some sort of committee should 
“ ^j^ppointed to devise ways and means as to how the rent ('.an be 
reduced. I whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
export this resolution at the outset, I thank the Merciful Providence 
that this most important resolution has got precedence over all other ' 
^ resolutions of the session . This surely prophesies good luck for the rack- 
rented tenants and augurs well for the future cordial relations 
between the landlords and the tenants. You know, Sir, that the 
tenants arc good paymasteis; th(»v haw got willingness to pay, but the 
present rate of rents in some districts is out of all pro]>ortion to the 
amount of the produce. It is a welbknown proposition that the rent 
should^be fixed at a certain ratio of the amount of the produce that the 
cultivator gets. Tlie cultivator cultivates his land for the benefit of 
himself as well as the State. So if this poor cultivator does not get any 
benefit for himself, where does he stand? I will only place a few 
salient points instead of going into details at this stage. On the floor 
of the House in September last I spoke about the rack-renting in khas- 
mahal areas, particularly in the district of Bakarganj. The periodical 
revisional settlements have raised the rents to such an extent that the 
tenanln raniiot bear the burden any lonjjer. Even when the pricea of 
crop had <roue down and the poor tenania were draffKinff a miserable 
state of existence, ill-fe.l an.l ill-cJad, the revisional settlement officers 
went on merrily increasinp the rent without any regard for section 35 
of the Beiigal Tenancy Act. These over-zealous officers have brought 
discredit upon the entire revenue policy of (lovernmeut and have caused 
great disaftection among the tenants. These verv officers again have 
got high appreciation from (lovernineiit. Troubles necessarily arise at 
the time of realisation of rent. In my district, that is the district of 
Bakarganj an ej-*military man was employed to realise rents. That 
particular officer was a terror to the poor cultivators and was described 
as a A««« Deo, i.c., blind genii. For fear of oppression and for the 
sake of tzzat, the po.or people paid their rents by selling even the orna- 
meats of the.r womenfolk. Hut now all their resources have been 
eshausted and they can njj longer bear the burden (ioveriiment have 
always stuck to the old policy of accepting as fair and eiiuitable the 
apparently exorbitant rate of rent of the raiyats fixed bv the tenure- 
holders during the boom prices of paddy. In many Ases,- joint peti- 
tions of tenure-holders and tenants for reduetion of rent, rejected 
and tenure-holders’ rents were fixed on the basis of j*. paper rents 
Which trere never realised. It would be a pity, Sir.'ififn these days. 
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this state of thiirys is allowed to continue. We expect a change, Sir, 
at the earliest and we w'ant an immediate indication of that change. 
Revisional settlement proceedings in kliasmahals, are still being conti- 
nued with unabated zeal by Settlement Officers whose only duty is to 
increase the Government revenue at any cost and that is how they justify 
their existence. 

Section 30B of the Bengal Tenancy Act which was once regarded Eks 
the strongest and surest ground for enhancement should no longer be 
applied in these days of depre.ssion. My points are (/) other things 
not being ecjual. a rise in the price of staple food crop is no good ground 
from the economic point of view; because the prices of other commo- 
dities such as cloth, oil, etc., always increase along with the increase 
in the price of paddy and rice. Moreover, a rise in the price of paddy 
and rice does not go to improve the financial position of the tenants 
whose holdings are so small that they have no surplus crops to seU. 
Even in their case enhancements have been made, (ii) Staple food 
crop is now, however, tlie staple crop of each and every district. For 
example, jute is the staple crop of Mymensingh, hut it is not the food 
crop. (///) As regards statistics, the mode of collection of figures for 
the price of the staple food crop, by Government on the basis of which 
rents are enhanced, is not at all accurate. The reasons inter alio are 
that prices at subdivisional markets are taken into account. The 
prevailing prices at the outlying markets where transport facilities are 
difficult and where prices are far low, are not taken into consideration. 
(tv) The market price of rice is gathered and not of unhusked paddy in 
which form cultivators have to part with their produce at a lesser value 
for payment of debts, rents and other liabilities. Hence the basis of 
enhancement of rent on the price of rice which sells at a higher rate is 
not fair and equitable. The provision in section 32 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, of statutory reduction of one-third, should be ^increased 
by one-half at least. 

The system of flat rate of rent is most inequitous and most unfair. 
Lands should be classified according to productivity or fertility of the 
soil, by Government agency, and different rates of rent for different 
classes of land should be made. One of the main reasons for the sale 
of the holdings of tenants is that they can no longer bear the burden 
of a flat rate of rent. To my mind, Sir, a developed estate which is 500 
acres or more in area should come under soil mapping and an undevelop- 
ed estate, that is a newly formed char land, which is not yet brought 
under cultivation can be governed under a flat rate. 

Sir, my next point is (a) that there should be formation of co-opera- 
tive holdings, (6) that there should be formation of societies which cfn 
hold up or sell the produce as they think best, (c) Spinning and weav- 
ing is the only home industry which the cultivators can develop during 
winter months and inclement days when they sit idle. Farther, (d) 
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attempts ought to be made for the eousolidatiou of holdings. Now, if 
the rents are asse.ssed or fixed at a certain ratio of the gross produce, I 
submit, Sir, the taxable capacity of the tenants will increase and their 
standard of living wdll be higher. These tenants will be able to 
consume more industrial goods. Thereby they will indirectly help the 
expansion of industries and help the solution of unemployment problem 
to a certain extent. 

‘Ilf conclusion, Sir, I would say that the resolution has come quite 
in the fitness of time and things, and T appeal to the Government for 
immediate action in the matter and to tackle the problem of rack- 
renting in the entire province, by forming a Committee as pro}»osed and 
that Committee, a.s the resolution proposes, should submit its report in 
course of six months and not sit tight; but no longer time should be 
taken for conclusion of the report. That is all I have to say. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
1 have no doubt 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR ROY: Sir, us this matt< i relatee 
to the landlords, we should be given a chance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot help it when the members have agreed to 
the adjournment motion at o’clock. I find that 1 will have to rise at 
about 6-45 p.m. for prayer interval, and the*.*after the matter ♦•an not be 
taken up. As there is no other day, I am afraid 1 must give the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad the chance. 

Th« Hofl’hte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I have iia doubt that the hon’ble the mover of the resolution will go 
down in the history as one of the greatest friends and benefactors of the 
peasantry of Bengal. T feel jealous of him, because as one not in a 
position to see eye to eye with liim on every point on this question I havte 
' no claim to that immortality, Sir, the Maulvi Saheb in commending his 
motion to the acceptance of the House painted a very gloomy picture. 
I venture to think that he painted it too thick. In his opinion the 
Bengal peasant from the early morning till he goes to bed doi‘s nothing 
but^pays taxes beginning with the price of the ffuincha. Sir, Govern- 
ment do realise that probably in some parts of Bengal and in some f)arti- 
cular cases there is a reasonable justification for an enquiry into the rate 
of rent, though they do not admit that the rate of rent in general is high, 
and they do not admit that the Bengal peasantry is groaning under 
heavy burden of rent, (Dr. Nali5aksha Sanyal : Is it your personal 
, opinion, or is it the opinion of Government P) It is not a quiistion of 
o|>inion, but it is a question of fact. No body can have any opinion on 
a matter like this. 
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Sir, I hold in my hand figures which will clearly show that the rate of 
rent is by no means generally very high. I will just illustrate my point. 
I will {|Uoie one or two figures. For instance, Sir, in the district of 
Bankura where the produ(divity of the soil is supposed to be very low, 
the average gross value of the produce per acre of land is Bs. 47 even in 
the present market. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal: Absurd, your figures 
ere all wrong.) Sir, I hope the hon’ble member will kindly allow me to 
speak. The rate of rent of that district per acre is only Rs. 1-12. 
Similarly, Sir, in the district of Midnapore the value is Rs. 48 whereas 
the rate of rent is Rs. d-2. Sir, from these figures the hon’ble members 
will have no difficulty I am sure in inferring what is the proportion 
between the gross value of the produce and rent. (A member from the 
oTposition benches: What about Barisal, what about Burdwan?) I 
will ask the House to lake into consideration the case of a district like 
Mym^msingh ora district like Dacca which produces jute. Now', taking 
the average yield pT hlgha at 5 to 6 mauuds, and the value of jute 
according to the present market at Rs. 5, how much the tenant gets, and 
what is his rent? The rate of rent is only Rs, 2-13. That show’s con- 
clusivi'ly, I am sure, that the general rate of reni is by no means very 
high; but at the siirae time Government do realize that there may be 
cases where the rate of rent is high, and they re(piire investigation and 
enquiry. Now, (Government in anticipation of the general demand and 
in anticipation of the resolution tliat has be 4 'n moved by the hon^ble 
member were considering (he question of aiipointing revenue officers 
under the powers they have umler the Bengal Tenancy Act, namely, 
under section 1 12 of (lie Bengal Tenancy Act. Sir, the House will realize 
that the rent cannot be fixed ad hoc. There must be a thorough and 
minute emjuiry with reference to various facts and circumstances. The 
whole question w'ill Jiuve to be carefully w’eighed before the rate of rent 
can be fixed or varied. So Government decided that in those areas where 
there are reasons to believe that the rent is high, they would appoint 
revenue officers to enquire into the question and to fix the rate judicially 
under the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act. In our opinion that 
w’ould give sufficient and immediate relief to the tenants where they 
require such relief. But the resolution that has been moved suggests 
that there should be a committee of enquiry consisting of certain number 
of members of this House and certain number of officials. If the House 
is of opinion that the appointment of such a Committee is necessary in 
spite of the Government deci.sion to take at'tion under section 112, Gov- 
ernment have no objection in a(‘cepting the resolution though I would 
like to repeat that in the opinion of Government section 112 is sufficient 
effective. 

I do not propose in view of the decision |o which Government have 
arrived at with regard to this resolution and in view of their general 
attitude towards this important problem to reply to the various points 
that were incidentally raised and mentioned by the mover of the 
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resolution, namely, the question of the permanent settlement, the 
question of the rent intercepted by the zemindars and tenure-liolders and 
what would be the effect on the provincial revenues if that permanent 
settlement is abolished. 

Dr^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But what about the Bhughidars? 
That also will have to be taken into account. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8tNCH ROY; 1 tullv realise as 
I had occasion to observe that this question of rent settlement and 
fixing of a fair rent is a difficult one. In order to give relief to the 
man at the bottom, there must be ways and means for giving relief 
to the man above. In order to give to the man in the middle, there 
must be wa^ s and means for transmitting that relief to the man at the 
bottom. If that cannot be done, the relief is not worth giving. 1 do 
feel that because the man uho pa\s heavy rent is not the occupancy 
raiyat \^ho i> inidcr the zmii’ndai or the t<*nnre*hold(‘rs of tli(‘ fiist degree 
but the man wIkj is at the bottom the man at the plough. He is the 
person who require.^ the largest aimmni of relief (hear, hear). All 
these question.^ reejuire careful investig-ation and judicial mind will liuve 
to be applied before the problem can be solveil or a fair rent can be 
fixed, fair in the sense tiiat fair to ever\body not only to a class of 
people or to one section of the community. I'hat is the view which 
Government hold, but at the .same time (iovernment in their anxiety 
in giving' lelief to tiie tenantry of Bengal anticii)ated the purport of 
this resfdiition and according to the powers vested in them under the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act they had decided to take steps. 
If the majority of the House decide to accept this re.solution still 
Government will go on with their programme of appointing revenue 
oflScers umler section Jl'J, because in their opinion that will be the 
most effective method of dealing uith the question. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, ma.\ 1 have your 
leave to make a suggestion to the TIonTde the Minister whose resolu- 
tion it is. 'rhe suggestion is this. Would he agree to the deletion of 
the words ‘’both officials and non-officdals of whom o at least should 
be members.*’ That would, if he agrees to the deletion, give his 
motion the fonn that the committee should con.sist of not more than 
9 members of this As.senibly. 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 am afraid, Mr. Bose, it will be difficult for this 
House at this stage to admit that motion as you remember, there were 
cejtain amendments to that effect which were ruled out. 
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Tfl6 Hofl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend, Maulvi Abdul 
Bari yesterday indulged iii using the law of averages in working out 
the rent payable in various places by the tenantry to the landlords in 
Bengal. Whoever used the law of averages must take care that there 
is always a chance of being led astray and an apprehension of falling 
into obvious fallacies. I am reminded of a story which 1 may very 
briefly tell the House which will show liow dangerous the law of averages 
is. A certain gentieman wanted to build a house and after he had 
built it he was very much perplexed as to the height of his door. He 
was a great mathematician and he told his engineer to take height of 
the population in the village and to strike an average and build a house 
and Ihe door accordingly. It so happened that his son was a little 
taller and he was above the average, .say, over six feet anrl this boy found 
it very difticult to get through the door which was constructed on the 
basis of law of average. He pulled down the whole house and 
constructed a new house with higher doors than the average. 

Now, Sir, instead of going info averages we cun very well admit 
that there are many parls in Bengal, many cases in which the rent is 
very high and there can be no two opinions that the question of an 
examination of the rates of rent in order to bring relief to the tenants 
has long been overdue and must be faced and solved. Realising this 
difficulty (lovernment have already taken steps .so far as the Khasmahals 
are concerned. An officer has been appointed and he is already at 
work ill the Noakhali Islands and he has been directed to allow the 
tenants to come uj) to him and place their grievances and if he finds 
that the rate.s are high, to consult the (ommissioner of the Division 
and take .stej).s for immediate reduction. He will go about into the 
Khasmahals all over the province. Then, Sir, as regards those areas 
which are outside the Khasmahal fTOvernment have had under con- 
templation the ai»pointment of an officer to take action under .section 
112 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, that is to say, empowering him under 
that section to reduce rents which in his opinion for any reason what- 
soever, appear to be unfair and inequitable. Sir, as we are considering 
that question we received notice of this resolution by Mr. Bari and we 
thought that the appointment of an officer or officers under section 112 
would meet the requirements of the situation but it is clear that there 
is almost an unanimous feeling in the House that there should be a 
committee of enquiry in order to devise ways and means for the purpose 
of reduction of rent. As has been pointed out and as has been 
announced by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister, Government are 
prepared to accept the resolution in the form in which it has been 
moved and also to go on with the enquiries through the special officers 
appointed under section 112, that is to say, the fact that Government 
are accepting this resolution will not induce Government to be. deflected 
from their original purpose of having enquiries made and action takei^ 
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under section 112 of the Benj^al Tenancy Act. There is one small 
matter to which I will refer and it is the apprehension in some quarters 
that the appointment of this committee may lead the tenants to see 
that there will be an immediate reduction of rent and that they will 1 
relieved of their oblijjations to pay rent. Now, ^ir, that will be the 
most unfortunate state of affairs and I wish to make it clear, here and 
now, that Government have every hope and they have confidence that 
the members of this House will impress upon the tenantry of Helical 
the obligations of paying legitimate rents to their landlords and not 
to withhold rents for any reason whatsoever. I say with due deference 
to the mover of the resolution, here and now. tliat as a piece of solemn 
warning that if Government find that in any area or in any class of 
business, tenants are deliberately withholding rents or the legitimate 
dues to the landlord, (lovernment will suspend tlie operations of section 
112 and also the operations of this ( ommittee. Therefore trovernment 
hope that wliile on the one hand, they are doing all tlies can )>ossibly 
do, under the circumstances in order to relieve the terra nli> of their 
burrlen under wliich they had been groaning so long, exper t rlie tenants 
on their side also will do all they can to pay regularh the h‘gitimate 
dues to the landlord. I have therefore ^>reat pleasure in announcing 
that Government accept the resolution and will give effect to the 
operations (jf section 112 of the Herrgal Teiiaircy Act, tlrroirgh specially 
emprrwered revetrue ofircers nrear, hear, laughter). 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 1 ask. Sir, i^ it (lovernrrrent's view 
that officials slnmld be on this corrrrrrittee ^ 

Tho Hon’bls Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On (bat poirrt I sbortld like 
to tell the Leader of the Opposition that we had no time to rnursider 
but we will bear in mind the suggestion that has been made by the 
Leader of tire Opposition that the House w'ould welcome the committee 
to be restricted to members of the House and as tar as possible, elimi- 
nate the official elements. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is (he amendrirent 
of Mr. Ra.sik Lai Bisw'as, namely: “That for the word.s ‘into the exist- 
ing rent with a view to devi.se ways and means for the proper reduction 
of rent’ in lines 4 and 5, the following be substituted, namely: 
^Whether the rents now paid by different classes of tenants including 
the tenants in Chandina lands, in non-municipal areas, are oppressive 
or »fft and also to fix wliat should be the proper rent of different classes 
of land in consideration of the revenue, fertility, production cost and 
other circumstances nece.ssarv fur the purpo.se’. 
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Mr. RA8IK LAL BIS WAS: I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my amendment, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection to Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas' 
^withdrawing his amendment? 

There being no objection, the amendment is withdrawn by leave 
of the House. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

{After adjournment.) 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is, I 
wish to assure at the outset, in no .spirit of political fussing or Minister- 
baiting that I rise to discuss the (juestion wliich the House lias agreed 
to discuss this aftenuMUi. Tlie event which is the sulgect-inatter of 
this discussion is a melancholy event deplored throughout the country 
and 1 hope by all .sections of the people of Bengal and ol India. A man 
has lost his life us a result of hunger-strike in a district jail, namely, 
the Bac( 3 a Central Jail, within ten days of the commencement of the 
hunger-strike. As I .siiid just now, it is not with a view to embarrass 
either the Ilon’ble the Home Minister, or the Council of Ministers in 
general, that I proixjse to condemn the action of the authoritie.s wdiich, 
I take it, was resjxmsible for the death of this man Harendra Nath 
Munshi. 

We must realise one thing, and I think it ought to lie established 
in this House that when people resort to hunger-strike as a result of ill- 
treatment in the jails, he does so only under extreme provocation. On 
another occasion, I used the words: It is not for fun that people seek 
to take away their own lives. Desperate circumstances compel people 
to re.sort to desperate measures. I have very carefully examined the 
(xmununiipie which has been issued on behalf of the Government of 
Bengal in connection with the death of Harendra Nath Munshi. I have 
given it all the attention that is d\ie to a statement which is supposed 
to be resjKmsible. I notice that great importance was attached in 
defeme of the Ministers and of the Executive to the fact that the 
hunger-striking prisoners in their demands included certain things 
which it was not in their pT'ovince to demand, namelw , the general 
politic>al demand, such as the releii.se of all p<diti(‘al pri.soners. If they 
did so, they were induced to do so by speeches and statements of 
Ministers that an effort was being made to release all political prisoners. 
Whether it is right .that politic.iil prisoners should be immediately 
released or not, it is certainly wdthin the province of this House to 
say, even if it be outside the province of the prisoners to demand. I 
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make a distinction between political prisoners and other prisoners very 
deliberately and with a full sense of responsibility too. I know that 
the Congress has definitely and unequivocally (X)ndemned violence of 
any kind and that is a principle to which our party is definitely ooni- 
mitted, but, at the same time, we cannot forget history. At the risk 
of personal responsibility, I wish to say that had there not been political 
prisoners wlw^ had gone to the Andamans, neither my Hon’ble friend 
Sir Nazimuddin nor myself would have been in this House to-day. 
Politiciil progress necessitated, by historical reasons, actions which we 
now condemn in cooler moments. I do not endorse the view that 
violence in any shape or form should be resorted to, but at the s^ime 
time those who have expiated their crinies should be given a chance of 
living the lives of honourable citizens. AVhy i)Pople resort to hunger- 
strike? It reminds me of a pa^sage in Virgil that 1 read in my school 
days wliich says that there is only one safety for those who have been 
bound down ami that is never to hof)e for safety. And it was because 
of tin’s feeling that thi'. man Harendra Nath Munslii resorterl to the 
extreme stej) which he took and whicli ende<l his life. It is undeniable 
that local conditions m the various jails have been ojipressivc. If the 
Hon'lde Home Minister gives us an assurance — and I shall wait 
anxiously for his speech — that immediate steps would be taken to 
improve jail conditions, and if he is further pleased to state his policy 
and the policy of his colleagues that the ])olitical jirisoners will be 
given relief, 1 shall not worry him with a speech tliat is exacerbating. 
It is not my desire to pat the Ministers. All that I wish to say is that 
the man wlio laid down his lite in order that others may live a better 
life, may be less molested and less worried, lias achieved his end by hifl 
death; and I should he quite satisfied if as a result of his self-immola- 
tion the Ministry is moved to pity at an\ rate, hut I do not think it is 
a question of jiity; it is a question of political <leijuind to release all 
political prisoners. But that is not the immediate issue ami I am not 
pressing it. I wi.sh that conditions of life in jails for convicts of 
whatever class sliould be more humane; 1 wisli particularly that the 
political prisoners should be treated as political j>ris()nerH. It is with 
the greatest reluctance that 1 liave to move this resolution which mean# 
a motion of censure (ju the Ministers. 1 shall avail nyNself of tlie right 
of reply if I have to fuither go info the matter after the Hon’ble Home 
Minister has spoken, f hope he will not disappoint us as he has dis- 
appointed us .so repeatedly in the past. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Mr Si>eaker, Sir, so far 
as the .subject under di.sciis.sion i.s concerned, I am not going just at 
present to emulate my leader Mr. (ioswami in that aspect of the 
question which he has so ably, eloquently and, in spite of the 
tragic character of the whole subject, sweetly dealt with, that is to 
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Bay, that many of uh powsihly and many of the Hon’ble Ministers 
would not liave })een here hut for the sacrifice of these political 
prisoners. It is (juite pos.sihle to disa^^rree with, the methods that these 
political ])risoiiers adopt, but still not only here but thrQughout the 
world it is an accepted principle that there is a difference between an 
ordinary culprit and a political prisoner. DeValera was a political 
prisoner in spite of his cult of violence, and in spite o^ the violence 
exercised by him during all his life; but it was 8imj)ly tor the fact that 
he was a political prisoner and not an ordinary criminal convict that 
to-day he is the President of the Eire. It is a fact which it is useless to 
refuse to accejit. It is impossible ahso to ignore the difference and then 
to say that ihese })eople are criminals and therefore they must be treated 
in the way they are being treated in our jails. What I mean to say is 
this: in spite of the violence exercised by these political prisoners, in 
fipite of the fact of their conviction, tlie fact remains that they were not 
given the highest punishment, namely, they were not sentenced to be 
hanged. Tiiey were imprisoned and by that very fact the Government 
took upon themselves a very serious responsil)ility of looking to the 
safety of tlieir lives. Government have got a duty to themselves and to 
the peoj)le at largt' to .see that they are well-tieated. With regard to 
this particular case, 1 may .say that while J was in Dacca 1 heard various 
rumours that there was hunger-strike going on in the Dacca Jail. In 
epite of our best cftorts for many days, it was im])ossible for us to obtain 
any information whatsoever as to what was ]>eing done there or what 
was going on within the four walls of the jail. We approached through 
certain friends ot our some of the gentlemen who were jail visitors one 
after anotlier: they .said they were jail vi.sitors no doubt for this purpose 
or that ])urpose or a third purpose, but nobody for the ]>uri)ose of these 
p(ditical prisoners. And then somebody approaclied the District 
Magistrate. After two days they were told that there was hunger- 
strike—but they were d(ung well. So it went on because of the peculiar 
system in vogue at the present day under the popular Government that 
none of us, the members of this House, are jail visitors. There are 
many members here comin^j from Dacca, but none of them are jail 
Tisitors and they are not permitted to go inside the jail. Some people 
Bought for permission from the District Magistrate, but in spite of that 
he said that he was powerless to grant any permi.ssion to any but his 
relatives. Even when his relatives sought permission, a distinction was 
made on the ground that they were not near enough to be given permis- 
sion. In this way day after day we were unable to get any information 
as to how' matters stood. That is a sort of thing which ought to be put 
an end to. I say this for the sake of humanity, for the good name of 
the Government. It may be that there were * reasonable grounds for 
hunger-strike, may be there were not, but still when a hunger-trike goes 
on, I think the public, the persons interested, ought to be told the whole 
circumstances; the relatives of those prisoners ought to be told as to 
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why they went on hunger-strike and how they were and they ought 
further to be allowed the very first opportunity to go inside the jail and 
to know from the hunger-strikers themselves why they went on hunger- 
strike. They might, if necessary, use their influence with the strikers 
to stop their hunger-strike, but nothing of the sort was done. Govern- 
ment took no steps in that direction. Dn the other hand, they prevent- 
ed those persons from obtaining any information whatsover. I 
submit that it is very wrong on the part of the Government to, allow 
the continuance of this state of things. 

The next thing I want to say is that after so much discussion during 
the last budget session as to the reform of the Jail Rules, we might 
reasonably expect that at least a Committee should have been appointed 
by this time to enquire into the matter and into the general grievances 
of the political prisoners inside the jail and to repeal or amend the Jail 
Rules in such a way that it may be possible for the political prisoners to 
live there without resort to hunger-strike. It may be said that if 
GoA'ernment were to yield to a liunger-strike, the (lovernment will come 
to an end; that is the stock argument that has always been advanced. 
But I again sa\ that the Pearson Committee which was ap])ointed some 
time before came to a definite decision that as soon as there was a 
hunger-strike, it was the obvious duty of the Government to enquire 
into the grievances of the strikers and tlien to let them know the decision 
of the Government. It is no use saying, as I have seen the Home 
Minister explaining in the })apers that these people changed their 
grievances from time to time, and never stuck to the same grievances. 
Are we to understand from the Hoii’ble the Home Minister that he 
sericmsly means to say that these people go on hunger-strike merely for 
the fun of it, simply for the jiurpose of seeking death ? Or reasonablv 
are we not to come to the conclusion that ihe.se hunger-strikers do it only 
when they find that hunger-strike up to death would be a better deli- 
verance than remaining inside the jail ? It is ordinary human knowledge 
and we are to proceed on that. It is a fact that things do happen inside 
the jail which the public are never allowed to know. When I was at 
Dacca I found unanimity on one point so far as the grievances were 
concerned. That was as regards the hospital treatment. It was such 
that it was not possible to bear it, and that is a point which always 
counts with them, when these prisoners are left there without their 
friends, relatives or sympathisers. When they fall ill, if they find that 
they are not treated well for their diseases, then what is left to them. 
That is a thing which very often occurs to these jails prisoners. And I 
submit that it is time for the Government to make an equiry into the 
matter. To sleep over these grievances and then for the sake of prestige 
to support the officers concerned, i.s, I submit, not a very wise thing. 

I do say that it is not humane either to allow such a thing to continue 
under an administration, which is said to be popular administration; 
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it is a shame, and I do believe that the present Government will take the 
earliest possible opportunity to remove this particular blot on their 
administration. 

I know from my own personal experience that there are jails which 
are notoriously known as punishment jails, the officers of which take 
peculiar deli^^ht in f)ppreHsing the prisoners. They are not mere 
pinpricks. But it is fact that in certain jails officers are such that they 
do inliumanely treat the prisoners, parti«uilarly the political prisoners. 
It is time therefore that this atmosphere, this idea in the mind of the 
jail officials that they can with impunity oppress the prisoners under 
their care in any way they choose, is chang“ed. This is a factor which is 
at the root of all these troubles. As soon as the Hon’ble Minister 
impresses upon these jail officials that any shortcomings on their part, 
any maladministration on their part would be seriously dealt with, I 
think, this sort of thing will come to an end in no time. But that is a 
thing whicJi 1 aluays find absent in any discussion in this House (>11 
jail matters. The Ministers alw4i,\s sup]>()rt the officials and they 
always c/ondemn the political prisoners who ha\e gone on hnnger-slj ike. 
To-day this Ilarendra Nath Munshi is 

(Here the member liaving reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Mr. (joswami has moved his motion very 
calmly, coolly, and dispassj(niatel\ without any bravado whatever un- 
like hi'' chief the Leader cd the Part\. (fries of order, order.) T shall 
also try to aiisuer and meet the point as fnll\ as j)ossible without 
introducing an.^ heat or sentiment \\hat.soever in this discussion. 
Mr. Goswami has himself styled this motion as a censure motion on tiie 
Mini stry. \\’fiether the Ministry really deserve a censure for the death 
of Mr. Harendra Nath Munshi is 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: On a personal explanation, 
Sir, every adjournment motion is in the nature of a eensure, 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: AVe all dejdore the death of Harendra 
Munshi, because he was a countrMnan of ours, because he was a young 
man of energy and spirit, ((hies of oh.) AVe .say oh also. However, 
this gentleman has died. Now whether that death of his was mused by 
the Btmgal Government or by the Ministry or was it caused by Hon’ble 
Sir Nttzimuddin or was the death caused by any of the officers of the 
Government or was it called upon himself by Mr. Munshi of his own 
accord or was the death caused hy a particular member of Government or 
by the negligence of (Government, or by the commission or omission of 
Government. I call it a death committed by suicide. Now, Sir, what 
were the r asons for the commissiou of this suicide? It has been stated 
by Mr. Goswami that they disown all those who indulge in terrorist 
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actiTities and that they also plead with those who take recourse to hunger- 
strike. So far as I know, Sir, even th ' All-India Congress Committee 
at its last meeting disapproved of those prisoners who take recourse to 
hunger-strike, and bring their death upon themselves. Even in spite of 
appeals, issued not only hy Government but appeals issued by the 
prominent leaders of the Congress and others, these prisoners did not give 
up hunger-strike, though in response to those appwils the prisoners in the 
United Provinces Jails under the United Proving ‘S Congress Ministry, 
who also had recourse to hunger-strike, at last did give it up. But so 
far as Bengal is concerned, these prisoners did ihirfk otlierwise. Now, 
Sir, whttt aT(3 the reasons? The reasons that are given in the press are 
said to be non-fulfilment of the demands made by the political prisoners, 
who were confined in the Dacca Jail. Some of these demands are that 
all the political prisoners should 14 ‘ released at once — not only those who 
are detenus but also those who may have been actually convicted. Sir, 
I do not make any distinction between a politiml prisoner and an ordinary 
prisoner, Wausc political prison u-s also are convicted for tlie commission 
of heinous offences, and so tar as f know, Mr. Mnnshi was convicted for 
an offence in a conspiracy cas(‘ under He<-tion J2()H of the Indian Penal 
Code. He w'anted to overthrow th.‘ (joverniiKMit. lie also wanted to 
conspire along wdth others t<» commit robbery, to commit theft, to 
commit dacoities and things like that. Tliat i.s the subject of a charge 
under section 120B, if I have n^ad the pro(v<*dings of that trial aright. 
I have also read the statement, namely, the (’ommunique issued by the 
Government, so, wheth ‘r he is a political prisoner or an ordinary prisoner 
does not matter in the least. A murderer is a murderer whether he 
commits a murder for the purpose of gain or simply for the satisfaction 
of blood. H/'re w'e know that political prisoners committed these 
murders simply for the purpose of blood, as some of them have been 
found saying like tliat. Then, again, if you go on encouraging the 
hunger-strike by the political pri.soners, what would be the ri'sult? 
Every prisoner has some fancy, imaginary or real grievance against the 
jail authorities and he can take recourse to hung T-strike. There are 
hundreds of jails in Bengal. Even an ordinary convict, then, on this 
showing has the right to say that he will take recourse to hunger-strike, 
if his demands are not conceded by Government. Now, Sir, if these 
demands are really conceded by Government, and if any Government 
whether that Government be a congress Governmmt or a non-congress 
Government does not matter in the least — if that Government yields 
then perhaps thi3re will be an end to all Government. No constituted 
Government can run on if it yields to the demands, the ill-advised and 
unreasonable demands of the prisoners and there will then be no difference 
whatsoever between the peaceful citizens and political or ordinary 
prisoui^rs. So far as we know of the congress ministries in the other 
provinces, there are also political prisoners there in the jails even now, 
and I will refer my hon^ble friend Mr. Goswami to the speech delivered 



94 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[9th Ebb., 


by Mr. Manab^ndra Nath R03', the other day here in Calcutta, where he 
said that it will be no ^^ood abusing Sir Sikander Hyat Khan or 
Mr. Fazlul JIuq when even up to now hundreds of detenus are still 
detained in the jails of U. P. where Mr. Gobinda Ballav Pant, one of 
the staunchest of congressmen is the Pro‘mier. Then, Sir, I will quote 
another thing. If I have read aright the proceedings of the All-India 
Congress Committee when it was sitting in Calcutta last year, 
Mr. Massani is stated to have said, “don’t abuse Mr. Fazlul Huq or Sir 
Sikander Hyat Khan, when your Congress Ministers in the Congress 
Provinces have still, beim detaining political prisoners.” Even Pandit 
Jawaliarlal Nehru himself had to admit and had to say that, simply 
because a ministry is a congress ministry the people should not expect 
that their administration should lx‘ given up to the hands of thqse who 
wanted to do anything they lik d with Government. So, Sir, there 
should be some limit to these things. In fact I do not think that 
Mr. Goswami will even for a moment admit that the Bengal ministry 
do deserve any (^ensure whatever for the death of Mr. Munshi. 

Thian, Sir, I should have expected that instead of bringing in a 
censure motion for the death of this political prisoner, I should rather 
have thought that a motion for congratulation should have been moved, 
(“Hear,” “hear,” from the Congress Benches), should have been moved 
by somebody on the other side of this House, namely, some of my friends 
sitting there. Becausi^ if really my friends criticise Government in a 
proper spirit, without any spirit of canker or without any spirit of 
jealousy or hatred, they should have brought forward a resolution like 
that, because at the last session of this House, a motion for the release 
of dlHenus and political prisoners was brought up, and although that 
resolution was not (tarried in the House, still the substance of that resolu- 
tion has been carried into effect, inasmuch as not less than 1100 detenus 
have been releasf*d and only a few of them are now in the jails, I know 
that some of the camps have been abolished. Of course, we know that 
the Berhampore (amp is still there, but there arj very few human souls 
living in that camp, and under these circumstances it is up to our friends 
of the Congress to c'ongratulate th>' Bengal Ministry, particularly the 
Hon’ble Sir Naaimuddin, who is the Minister in charge, on having given 
effect to an important item in the programme of the Congress. Instead 
of doing so, Sir, when the detenus were released and when th.e Com- 
munique was issued by the Government, what did my Congress friends 
here sayP They gave all the credit to Mr. Gandhi. Sir, I also give 
Mr, Gandhi great credit for that because he negotiated in this matter, 
but, Sir, my friends had not the goodness, had not the candour, had not 
the spirit or even bad not the courtesy, as my friend here says, to say a 
word with regard to the Ministry' which released so many detenus in 
course of a few months. So far as we know of the policy of Government, 
as every body knows from the newspapers, that policy is to release the 
rest of the detenus cis early as possible. Sir, just look to the spirit of 
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my friends. Wheji I make this statement 1 also appeal to my friends^ 
sitting just in front of me, sitting on this side, because I want tlum to 
realise the spirit of my friends on this side, because you know that when 
an appreciation was issued by Poet Tagore — an appreciation of the 
activities of the Bengal Ministry, my friends of the Congress did not 
•brink from criticising Dr. Tagore even. The press criticised Dr. Tagore, 
because he, in their eyes, had committed a great blunder, a great sin, in 
having let out a word or two in praise of the Bengal Ministry. That, Sir, 
is the attitude and that is the method of work of my friends on the other 
•ide of the House. So, under these circumstances, could any body expect 
that this motion brought forward by Mr. Goswami is really a serious and 
sincere motion to ventilate the grievances of the politiml ])ri8oner8 or is 
it only an invective which that side of the House is apt to indulge in 
hgainst the present ministry, only perhaps for the purpose of driving it 
out and having themselves installed in the g(uli of the ministers P Under 
these circumstances I do not liesitate to ask this House to reject the 
motion with all the force and spirit that 1 can command. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I do not propose to create 
an atmosphere of further bitterness in this House, yet I cannot resist 
the temptation of meeting tlie arguments put forward by my friend, 
Mr. Abdul Bari. Whatever he might have said, the fact remains that 
Harendra Nath Munshi is no more, the fact remains that he has left 
an everlasting impression, a very bitter impression, in the minds of his 
countrymen; the fact remain that he has given one of the rudest shocks 
in the minds of his countrymen. Will Mr. Abdul Bari agree with ms 
if I say t]»at it is against human nature to lay down one’s life volun- 
tarily, it is against even Mr. Abilul Bari’s nature to lay down his life 
without the very gravest sense of ])n)v<)cation. When one realises that 
life is not worth living, when one feels that life is a per})etual misery, 
when one feels that life is a burden, then and then alone a man reluc- 
tantly decides to lay down his life. What did Harendra Nath Munshr 
want from Government P He did not want his release, he did not want 
any favour from Government, all that he wanted was a bare subsistence, 
bare necessities of life which every human being can legitimately 
demand under any circumstances, however emergent, however extra- 
ordinary the position might be. I would beg the Hon’ble Minister to 
go inside the jail ai^ see the condition of prisoners — not political 
prisoners alone. I would beg of him to see that latrine parade, bathing 
parade, ration distributing parade — it is all inhuman, it is absolutely 
inhuman. Harendra Nath Munshi wanted to live. He did everything 
with a full sense of responsibility and he was prepared to serve out his 
sentence. But when he realised that it was impossible to live inside 
the jail, then he decided to lay down his life voluntarily. I will tell 
Mr. Abdul Bari that I for myself do not hold Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. 
directly responsible for his death, nor do I hold the Cabinet nor the 
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*Governor of tbiH province rcHpoiisible for *it, but I do say that I hold 
the Cabinet, the Governor and partioularly Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin 
indirectly reHjwn.sible. There was sufficient time for this Cabinet to 
have a better system of administration introduced inside the jail. It is 
that very system, that very pernicious system which was introduced by 
the previdns Government that is responsible for his death. Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin might have some sympathy with the prisoners, but he 
had not the courage to make a revolutionary change in the jail 
administration, at least in the light in which the people of the Continent, 
America and Japan are doing at present. (A voice — what about 
Allahabad H) I for myself do not encourage suicide, I do not encourage 
hunger-strike, and I for myself would not choose to die under the 
gravest provocation. I will tell one instance to Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin.^ 
When I was a prisoner at Rajshahi, an ordinary prisoner under certain 
mrcumstancea climbed on a banian tree inside the compound of the jail 
to commit suicide. The Superintendent, the District Magistrate, the 
Civil Surgeon and other jail officials came and begged of the prisoner 
to come down, but he shouted from the top of the tree, T will not come 
down unless and until the Hara Jamadar — a terrible figure in all jails 
— is removed from the jail. He gave a description of the atrocities 
committed on him. He was a solitary cell prisoner. At last I had to 
interfere as a prisoner, and I begged of that prisoner to come down and 
just before dusk at my request he came down. This is the system of 
administration in jail now prevailing. (A voice: You did great ser- 
vice.) Yes, to humanity, and I expect this small service from the 
Cabinet though I do not hold tlie Ministry directly responsible for it. 

I hold the executive of the district, I mean the District Magistrate, the 
Superintendent of the Jail, medical men and all other people concerned 
directly responsible for it, and I request tlie Hon’ble the Home Minister 
to start a sifting enquiry to find out the truth as to how a man can die 
by hunger-strike on the fifth day. It is natural that if there is a 
medical man here he will bear me out that a man can live without food 
and drink for about a month if he is fatty, and if he is not, he can live 
at least for 21 days without food and drink. It is a wonder how, why 
and under what circumstances Harendra Nath Munshi died. It is 
reported and we hear it through the columns of the newspapers that 
forcible feeding by doctors (A voice — Congress press). This is a 
peculiar suggestion by my friend over there that Congress press is 
directly responsible for the death of Harendra Nath Munshi. I for 
myself am not prepared to accept that argument. You may cry hoarse 
over it, but a press outside cannot be held responsible for the death of 
a prisoner inside a jail, whose custodians are Government, the District 
OffioerjHhe Superintendent and other officers of the jail. Prisoners have 
no occasion to go through newspapers. Possibljj^ under the present 
system of administration Harendra Nath Munshi had not the liberty 
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to read a Congress newspaper inside the jail. It might be that my 
friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas might have sealed over the walls of the 
jail and surreptitiously supplied some newspapers to Harendra Nath 
Munshi and by that he gave the inspiration to him to voluntarily lay 
down his life. I would appeal to the llon'ble Minister to start an 
enquiry by a committee consisting of members of this House, ^oth from 
that side and this side, so that he can convince this House and the 
people outside that the resjxmsibility was not with the oificers of 
Government. My friend Mr. Abdul Bari was going to give instruction 
and precept as ,a school teacher to members of this side. Members of 
this side are fully responsible. They are aware of their responsibility 
and they want no in.st ruction . It would be better for Mr. Bari and his 
friends to take instriK'tion from us. The time is not far distant when 
this Coalition will he a matter of demolition, and I would re(|uest m,\ 
friend to be pr<‘parefl for tlte emergent eircumstanees Coalition has 
no meaning at all — Coalition has no meaning. 1 am sure in the near 
future this (‘oalition will be a heap of demolition. Therefore it is time 
for them to take lessons trom histoiy. It is time foi th(*ni to take 
lessons from British Parliament. No coalition can exist for more than 
one year. During this short-life of one year you ca!i enjoy it and 
you can administer this province in your ow!i way. But you will have 
to answer what you have done to your countrymen, and the time is fast 
approaching wlien you will have to give the explanation. 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: Sir, 1 should like to associate myself 
with the last speaker, Mr. Ilashemy. not in his political propfjecies, but 
in the deep and terrible sMiipathx that we innsl all feci when .a man 
for whatever reasons, good reaMUis or Tni^guided reasoris, goes to the 
length b\ bis own will of deteating the natural course of nature. But, 
Sir, 1 should like to ai)i»eal to the mover Mr. Goswanii and to suggest 
to him that Gc'vernment ari*' making the most earnest (Mideavonrs fo 
review thi> whole (|U(‘sfioii ot the p()litica! prisoners iiml to improve the 
jail conditions, and 1 liojie that the mover's parlv do feel tliat that is 
being done. I shonhl like to give m\ opinion that this idea of hunger- 
striking makes it extraordinarily difficult not onlv for the jail autho- 
rities to get quickly down tcj the improvement of conditions but makes 
it infinitely more difficult for the Government to get on with the 
measures that they would like to undertake. Hiuiger-sfriking is surely 
a form of bullring the authorities info doing or faking aefimi without 
reasonable consideration. 

Farther, Sir, if the mover pre.sses tbi.s to a division, he must force 
many here, who feel it their duty to support the Government^n the 
cause of law and order, to go into a lobby, and the mere action of their 
going into that lob% may be misconstrued and it may be thought that 
they are lacking in sympathy. Therefore, Sir, I would appeal to the 
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moTer, I would appeal very very strongly, to consider the points of view 
that I have put forward, to consider also whether he is doing good to 
the cause he has at heart by giving too much publicity on the floor of 
this House to these most unfortunate occurrences; and I would appeal 
to him that if he gets what he considers a satisfactory reply, or even 
to a modified degree a satisfactory reply, from the Government, he 
should not in this case press his motion to a division. We have had 
an opportunity of ventilating this case, Sir, and I would ask the mover, 
if he is satisfied with the reply, to withdraw his motion. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; (Just when 
the member commenced his speech in Bengalee). 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir, the 
hon’ble member knows English well. Is it permissible that he should 
speak in Bengalee? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

STOTO sn:<T political 

prisoner TO release OfriSiTO a>^5TTO 

political prisoner U-niH TO ^ 

TOT CTO?r prisoners C^TCTO TOT? 

c^FTTO ac^isi-itor ta ^ hjf? w c<u«tCM, — c? 

«rrrt, Drr<PT tot? ^ cro? t?tto ctoto, 

— T? ^ ®RT CTO^T a^TOJ? FtOJl ^ ^l^T? ^ I W? 

1 ®ll^HflSTO TOi 5T5Tf*F fTOT ?P??r? IP&T ^F?T1 

<nT5T^ C?^T ^ CSH? TOT? Cl TO 5'Cf tfTT^l fcf? 

TO BiTTO C? ^ ?r«5f^ TOI ^TTCTOTT fiSf? TO ?T? OTRT ^ 

WTOTO aro CTOT^ c? — «rt cto aro?? ??i ficf? ^ 

?T75T? fro CfTO5? CTOTTO, TO Sb? TOTO TO ^ ac«lBiH*tWl TOT? 

qrll fcf? wr C?TCTO? “ murder is murder CT C? 

c*TC^ T*KWwr — 2rr? *Tau*t4*rc4 fTRarar wnx? c?» ??? 

TOW cfiT? iSto ca? ®Ti$Tf5?r fro cror? f?sn? ctoto? ^cni tott? 

BRT TO TO ?r? ®TOT f<F fiTO fcf? C?TTO? C? murder is murdv from 
whatefer motive it may be committed ? «t«'to asaW? WT TOTO ®RTO? 
8a? caTTO?*a cw? cfTw? tot to, ca tott toc*? far to^ ?it?? to carw? 

CTO TO?T a^BTO C?C?TI ?T1 
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mm w, wmsiror c ^ r«t i 

?ap^ «n^TOT( ^ to? • fm «ii'^8wifw tro^r ^14W« af^ ^cI>t 

iPWT TO 3?® i5*r?[ CTO ^F*TTO3 ^ *TOr CTO ff^T 5(11 

TOg!RTf?R( nf?(TO 3f?(TO?( Sr!i5 C^ CTO TOCTO® ^IST afSTO 

•Cf?iR^RC3^ SfC* 5 t^ CTIK Ct^CIft ^ C^TR 5TO*t •Hit I TOt® <3^51 ajJWC 
^ ffcri TOiTRTf? s(5prc?ra 5?( csr ctnuricM <ac3 c?Tcn TO;ct5 nmccr al 

Assembly hall ^\ ^ ^ CTO? fro TOC*! f^CST? St^TO^ C^^ CTO? 

*r?C*R( TO? f?2rt? CTO? Rto( ?T 1 C? C5T ?C5lf? C? CHTO?'' CSf? C?C^ *(IJF TOR 
TO I C? C^ ?C?f? C?, Minister af^ no confidence cnRT CTO, 

— ?TC^ f?: W^<\H « TO TOTOTO WTO?T CTO? TOT 

CTOfror? — ?T »(Tf? C*?C5^ to;?!? C(f<(TO; TOT CI?C?fTOT f^F? — ?T <a?st^ tdf? 

CTOTO, 445^ ?lT? ?TTO!, C^C?? ?C?T HlCil?? ?T ?t 1^ "STO^STO? cn?"TO ??1 C(T? 
crotorr tnf? betU'r food i cn^«i?iU ?tot? ?5'?m wfc?c*i)? c?i???c? 
TOC?T ac^? f?; f'St? *TT?TOJ*?? CTO?? crnic? TOl?. TO? C5(C5(? ®? ?T^1 CWC? 

TOT TO TOTt 5iTC? TO?? C?TO? TOTt TO? — CSTTO? ?;?; HR^CH? C? «a?TO 

«rt??T? C?^ cififTO CTO TO?? ?f‘05 ??r?T? TOT af^ f??, at® TO, at® CTO? 

CTO? iFi?T TO 1 ®TC?? cew? ?»?<!< TOT, TOT?;? CTO? c??r? TOT TO'??® c5^ cto:;;c® 

*TOi ®TC?? »??? ^fm c?Q?T 51—^ HT?;? c?m. mr^\ ct i ^TOTt? mm ?f? 
csfccr? ®n?c®? ®tto[ ?^tot a^ro?? at®?!? c?t?c® aT?c®? ?ti t®t? ?t? c? 

TO^ C??C®? — C?t TO??f«?TS!! f!®, ?! ?!t^ TO ?! t®tTO ?!«?! ?l? ?!. ®T? TO! 
C?^ ®??^T?t ?!? ?C?T C®C®? ?r?Q ?T^. ?;?; ?*?!, CH5T <3??!? ?^<TC?? TOT! ??, — 

f?c?? a? fn? C5T3!;c® ?tc?^ i c!r?;?(?Tf? ??t*(?c?' cirt? c?i^t? t®t? c?$t ?t stri^ arc?? 

TOt? a^ TO CTO?^ 5r!t?, — C?R?T C(RIC? 31? ^6 ?T? CTO C?C® CTO?Cf I 
(Laughter) TOS! TO;?!? TO?!? ®?!C?? «nCf . t?^ cat?? Clt® 

h;® ^'ca ?!c?[ \ ®?? f?? TOTO ?a? to?t? ?*?;;c?? ?c?9 ’^aVi®!? nTtr toc? \ 

^ ^t®TO TOT C??, C? TOTOTC? ?! CTO ?;^ TOCa ?T, J??1?®T TOXa ?T I 

TO^iTTRrf? TOa? CTO?t? — ?C?*S aj^t’a ?^ac?T crt CTOC?T ?T?ca hunger- 

strike 4C?t? ; Ca f?C5i? ?*!]5?T? 5Tt??T? ®RT^ hunger-strike ?C?tiai W 
TOf? C?T5(;C?T — ca TO®TOTr ?C?t?, <ai^T «a?5T deliberate murder fT^ TO? tTO^; 
??i (Voice-i * ♦) <a^ ?®TT? CTOTC? a;;?; ?®^ a®<c?«9 ??, — 

Minister CTO TO?*® CTOC? STTO CTO? Cf!$ ?? aCCT^IH ®*?Vr?1 ?®Tr TO?1 

c?!ca «(t»'?^« ?eiT? ^a"?;® i ^i?^ c? Special Tribunal a ?c?*g ?;;t*a? t?l5T? 
CTOClUpT, ca^ Special Tribunal «?!?! aTT? TOTO ?Tt«\t'?? CTO TO?*® 
CTOPI ®ltH? aC®TC?? t?6T? ?®?T Sti5® i TO® ®T fli? ?T ®!f?, t?^ ^ TOHCt, C?fH? 

TOC?? ca t?PT? ?c?i ca^ t^, ca^ a??TO? TO ?rtTO? ®?aca? TOC®i catror??!? 
TOtTO? TOa®, ?;®,?R?a «?!?!; <a?^ ca^ f?5Tc?? ®?T TOt? fi??f?? acair ®?;c?r i 
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MlUivi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Sir, I am extremely sorry 

that in spite of the excellent pfeflll6e of the hon’ble the mover of this 
motion to the effect that he did liot bring this motion with any ulterior 
political motive, the discussion has been very heated and almost 
degenerating into bad temper. During the discussion of the Andaman 
Hunger-Strike adjournment during the last session, the Government 
declared that their policy was not one of retention, but was one of 
release, and, Sir, in jiursuance of this policy in November last by a 
speci.nl communique they gave us to understand that they were going 
to release nearly all tlie political prisoners of Bengal. / I really wonder, 
why after all this, there are still political prisoners in the district jails 
of Bengal. The Government of Bengal will perhaps try to take shelter 
under the plea that the.se political prisoners have not yet given up their 
riilt of violence. T think, Sir, that this is a very doubtful proposition. 

If 1 had the power, Sir, 1 would at once release them all, and, if 
necessary, would pre.sent to them each a jiair of revolver at the prison 
gate. 1 htdiove, Sir, time has c(mie ^\hen wv, 1 mean tlie Government 
of Bengal, could take a ver\ Ixdd step and make a very gallant experi- 
ment. 1 would request th(‘m to take a chance, and to trust the youths 
of Bengal, and, 1 believe, if they do .so sincerely, the> will also trust 
them. So far I am entirely in agreement \\ith the hon’hle the mover 
of' this motion and his party liere. But, Sir, the subject-matter of 
this evening’s di.scussion is the death ol a i)oiltical prisoner Harendra 
\ath Aliinshi. This prisoner elected to commit .suicide as a protest 
against certain grievances he had against the jail authorities. Sir, I # 
am a Muslim, and as such trom my veiy childhood 1 am taught to hale 
iuid condemn suicide, and those wlio commit suicide, and, I lielieve, 
in the religion of the Brahmins of India also suicide is condemned and 
lulled. In view of this I am opposed to the motion. As the hon’ble 
the mover has already declared here that tlie Indian National Congress 
hail uncijiiivocally condemm‘d violence. Now, Sir, I would ask my 
<'^ongress friend here if it is fair that they sliould preacli non-violence 
h\ words of mouth and h\ (heir action encourage violence by supporting 
Miicide and by (iraising those who commit acts of violence. Sir, suicide 
in itself is an act of violence and ^^hate^er be the motive behind this, I 
•do not find any ju.stificalion wliat.soever for ])raising those who 
-commit suicide. Breaching non-viidence by words of mouth only and 
simultaneously suppoiting tho.se ^^ho commit suicide and other acts of 
violence, to me appears to be very much contradictory and this plea of 
non-violence is merely a lip profession and nothing more than this. . 
Sir, it has been already said that this adjournment, if carried, will 
amount to a censure against the present Ministry. Let this Ministry 
.go to hell. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I never said that this motion 
will amount to a censure, but the adjournment motion is in the nature 
of a censure motion against the Ministry. ^ 
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Mr. ABUL HA8HIM: I l^i^l^^rvecied* On the one hand, this 
adjournment motion, if carried, mkf^laye the effect of condemning the 
present Ministry and on the other hd<kJ,'it will have the effect of en- 
couraging the comniitment of suicide. So without going into the 
question M'hether the Ministry is responsible or not for what has 
happened, in the interests of non-violence itself I would oppose this 
adjournment motion. I have already stated that whatever may be 
the reasons for tlie suicide, 1 am not prepared to style those who commit 
suicide us martyrs. 

Mr. MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: My friend Mr Abdul Hari said 
that Congress Party should have come forward with a congratulatory 
motion instead of a censure motion. I shall place certain facts regard- 
ing the death of IlarendTa Nath Munshi. I shall then ask Mr. Bari 
whether the (iovernmeiit deserves congratulat ion or censure y He said 
that the Congress W'orking Committee disapproved of smdi hunger- 
strikes. Xo doubt the U'nrking Committee ilisapproved of sucli hunger- 
strikes but the,\ did not approve the ill-l reatment of the prisoners in 
the inunnei in Mhich it is ihnie in llie Dacca Central -lail. Now, Sir, 
the causes ot the hunger-strike were more haail than general. When a 
prisoner coniinence.s last unto death, he also c(>\ers some general 
grievances, hiii it is hc\ond contio\ci.s\ that in the present case 
strike aa-* due to the ill-ti(*atment (d the dail ollicials and some other 
local oHic’.ils It has jiUo been admitted in the statement issued by 
the (jo\ erniiMMit that tlie causp', wen* moie local than geiieial. 

Now, Sir, Pratulla Sen v\eijt on hiiiigei-strike on the 11th January, 
and one b\ one the nuinhcr rose to ten till the death of Harendra Munshi 
on the dDifi Januar\. The new.s ot the liuiiger-.strike leaked out about 
a week alter, (hi oi about the 2iMh I first visited the District 
Magistrate and en(iuiie<l ot him if there was any hunger-strike in the 
Dacca ('entral Jail. Tdie District .Magistrate said that he was ignorant 
of it and asked me to see him on the next day when he would enquire 
and let me know the true state of things. I saw the District Magistrate 
on the next day. The District Magistrate .said : “ Ye.s, there was hunger- 
atrike by some prisoners,'’ ami he also told me that he had made 
arrangements for the treatment of Bhupal Bose who was on hunger- 
strike and also a T. B. jiutient. He further said that the Government 
decision of placing political prisoners in Division II was communicated 
to them oil that date. 1 must thank the District Magistrate, Mr. Tyson, 
for the manner in which he received u.s, and also for the manner in 
which he dealt with the pri.soners in jail. But for his kind treatment 
there would have been more deaths, (in the 21 st the District Magistrate 
said that there was hunger-strike amongst the prisoners. I would 
ask the Hon'ble the Home Minister to call for an explanation from the 
Superintendent of the Dacca Central JaiJ why he did not inform the 
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District Magistrate of the state of fflFairs in the Jail during these days. 
The prisoners were losing their vitality; they were about to die, and 
it is strange that the District Magistrate was not informed of the 
hunger-strike till the 21 si JauuiCfy. 

Then, Sir, on the second day I requested the District Magistrate to 
allow the local leaders to interv’iew the prisoners and persuade them to 
give up the hunger-strike. The District Magisirate said that he was 
lielpless in the matter inasmuch as the Dacca Jail, being a ('entral Jail 
the Su])eiiiitendent was not under liim, and, therefore, he could not 
do anything in the matter. I went to the Jail Superintendent and re- 
quested him to allow the local leaders to persuade them to give up 
the hunger-strike, but the Superintendent refused. Government also 
did not permit the local leaders to meet the strikers. Had Government 
permitted the local leaders to meet the strikers, T think Harendra Nath 
Munshi could have been saved from dealh 

Then, Sir, Harendra Nath Munshi commenced l»unger-siiike on the 
20th January, and it is unlikely that the hunger-strike was the cause 
of his death on the JOth January, i.e , on the tenth dji\ of the hunger- 
strike; hut the cause was forcible feeding 1)\ the ofhcers there. The 
question of forcible feeding in tlie case of Harendra Munshi arose on 
the 2(ith. He Avas fed forcibly on the 20th. On the 27t]i an attempt 
was made to feed liim forcihl\, hut Harendra resisted. t)n the ■2(Sih 
morning, Dr. (’liaudhuri, the Medical Oflicer ot the Jail, attempted to 
administer food forcibly thr<uigh the throat, and it caused damage to 
his gum, and he hegan to bleed Then on that day. Dr. Ghaudhuri told 
the SuperintendeJit to inform the (’ivil Surgeon to come and advi.se him 
in the matter. At 12-00 or 1 p.m. the ('ivil Surgeon came with 
Dr. ('liaudhuri, and again Harendra wa.s ])ersuaded- to take food but he 
refused. Then he Avas forcibly fed, and undue viidence Avas applied to 
the prisoner, and when a non-official visitor, Mr. Amulya Ratan Guha, 
Vice-(Jiairman of the District Board, who is also a local leader, went 
to visit the jail on the 28th afternoon, he saw Harendra Munshi, he was 
vomiting and he had no medical attendant by him a^ that time. Amulya 
Babu thought that the condition ot Harendra was very serious. He 
sent for the doctor, but no doctor avus available at that time, save and 
except a Sub-Assistant Surgeon, Avho came and told Amulya Babu that 
Harendra 's vomiting was due to forcible feeding and that it would 
disappear in a short time. Harendra’s condition remained the same 
throughout the night. On the 29th his condition did not improve a 
little, and on the dOth at G-JO a.m. Harendra expired. 

Look at the e<Anduet, Sir, of the Jail Officials after the death of 
Harendra. T got the news of death at 11-30 a.m. and I at once went 
to Amulya Bahu, the non-oflieial visitor, and told him that there waa 
8 runumr that a hunger-striker was dead. Amulya Babu at once 
’phoned to the Superintendent of the Jail and enquired if the nimonr 
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vas correct. , The reply over the ’phone was that the Superintendent 
was very busy witli the District Maffistrato, and so he could not conae. 
Then Amulya Bahii ’jdioiied to the Jailor and asked if any hunger- 
striker died on that morning. The Ji^lor replied that he did not 
know. Receiving smdi an evasive reply from the Jailor, I and some 
of my friends at once went to the jail gate and then’ f found that 
Dr. P. Chaudhiiri was coming out of the jail. 1 asked him what was 
the matter, and lie told me that Ilarcndra wa^ dead. 1 also found 
there Maulvi Abdul Halim (^haudhuri, the Suhdi\ isional ()nic(‘r, who 
was, at that tinn*, taking statements from the Jail Odudals as to the 
causes of the di’ath. I a^keil him, and he also confirmed the death 
newsg^ After that I w(*nt to the Jail SuperintcMidcnt's bungalow’. As 
soon as 1 told the Su|>enntendent that 1 came to him in connection 
with the death of a hunger-striker, the Jail Snpco'intendent flanal up 
and asked nu’ how wa^ it that 1 (‘anu’ to know that a hung«‘r-Htriker 
was dca<l. (Cries ot ‘Nhaiix'” “shame’* from Congress Ibniclu’s.) He 
insisted on in\ imoitioning the name of m\ intormant, but I refused. 
Tlien h(‘ look uj> a pioicil and a‘'ked im* m\ name and (‘mjuired why 
I was reluctant to disclose the name ot my informant. Then wlien I 
said that I came to know the news at llie jail g’ati’ from th(‘ Medical 
Officer and the Snhdi\ i^ional OHicer, IIk'ii iIk' Superintendent tidd mo 
that Harendra died. Just look at tlx* repi clxoi.sibh' eonduet of the 
Jailor as well as ot llx‘ SnjM’rintr'ndeiit. Tlx* prisoixu’ di(‘d at (1-30 
a. in., arid at 11-dO a.m., the Jailor intornx’d tlx* ixrn-otfieial visitor 
that he did not know ot any death in tlx* jail through hunger-slriko. 
The Jail Superintendent instead of giving me nanx* of tlx* hunger- 
fitriker who was dead, asked me who was the informant of lire news. 
If a member of the House could be treated in such a way by tbe Jail 
Superintendent, you can easily imagine what i.s ilx* r-oixlition of the 
prisoners of llx* jail under bini wbo arc absolutely lx*lpb‘ss. 


In ibe stateineiil issued liy (ioveininent , it is slated tliat by giving 
the political prisoners Division II, nx»st of tlx* gri(*van(*(‘s for which 
they went on hunger-strike lia\e be(‘n removed. May I rerjueHt the 
Hon’ble Home Minivstc'r to state when (hat order was issued, and when 
Mr. Leonard, the Superintendent of the Jail, communieaied the order 
to the prisoners:' Jf tlie order of placing them in Division II had 
been communicated in projmr time and if the (iovernrnent had allowed 
the local leaders to interview the ])risoners for ]U‘essiiig ilieni to give 
up the hunger-strike, I think the life of Harendra Munshi might have 
been saved. Another thing — even the relatives of the prisoners were 
not aJlowxnl to intennew’ them. The mother and hrotlx*r of Ashu 
Bharadhaj came on receiving infonnation from new’spup(‘F.s of the 
hunger-strike to interview him, but they were not allowed to see Ashu 
Bharadhaj. They applied to the Jail Superintendent and tbe 
Hon’blc Home Minister but they were not allowed. 
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Now, Sir, if the non-official visitor’s report of the 20th were 
produced hefort* this House, the House would have come to the con- 
clusion that the death was due not to hunger-strike but it waa due to 
forcible f(‘eding. On the Ist of February at noon I again visited the 
Jail Superintendent and asked him as to how^ a man on the 10th day of 
his liungei-sirike could die. The Superintendent informed me that 
there was some defect in the application of the feeding tube. This 
misapplication of the tube w'as the cause of his death. It is said that 
the medical administration of the Dacca Jail is all right, but the 
very fact that when a non-official visitor went to jail on the 20th and 
found Ilarcndra vomiting there was no medical attendant, proves 
otherwise. If there had been proper medical arrangement in the Dacca 
Jail a d(»ctor must liave been jmesent when Haifndra was gettin^sick, 
but no d(K‘tor was found at the time. This is the state of medical 
arrangement in the Dacca Central Jail. 

Now, Sir, I am not (juarndling at tin* present moment as to w'hether 
there should be distinction between the political prisoners and other 
prisoners. Hut 1 would ask this House to consider whether the 
prisoners w(*re treated according to the ])resent jail rules. Tender the 
present jail rules Division JI ])risoners are not retjuired to salute the 
officials. Hut Harc'ndra Munshi was all alotig a Division II prisoner. 
His division was cancelled for not saluting the Siij>erintendent in 
military form and other j)unishme]its were given such as bar-fellers. 

(Here the member reaebed tin' time-limit and resumed bis seat.) 

Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 had 
not the intention of taking jmrt in the debate until the Hon’ble Home 
Minister had exj)lained the position of Government. I thought that 
in view of the appeal which the honourable mover had made to the 
Minister, a satisfactory reply and a statement w’oiild be forthcoming 
immediately and discussion on this resolution brought to an end. But 
1 believe. Sir, that the Home Minister thinks that he should speak 
about this question after be has beard the views of all the speakers. 
Our jmsitioii to-day is simplified to a considerable extent in view of 
the ojH*n declaration made In the Congress committee, to which refer- 
ence lias been made by the previous speakers, namely, that th© 
Congress discourages the adoption of hunger-strike as a weapon for 
recoiding protest by political or other prisoners. Sir, to that extent 
the Congress lia.s re.sponded to the wmtiments which were go 
emphatically ex})ressed by the Hon’ble Home Minister on another 
occasion like this a few' months ago. But, Sir, the passing of that 
resolution dtK*s not absolve either the provincial Government or the 
membej's of the public or the officers who are in charge of jails from 
the responsibility of ensuring the administration of the affairs of 
these institutions in a proper and humane manner. I would go a 
little further and say that if there are occasions when the grievances 
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of the prisoners aie placed before Government, it is the duty of the 

Government to take them into its consideration and promptly do 

what justice and fairness demand any civilised Government to do. 

, Sir, I .shall not deal witli the jirepcrul proposition of release of 
political prisoners except to say tliat tlie public of lleu^al will not 
allow Government any peace until this -is aidiieved. I shall come to 
certain 8i)ecific facts which have (‘oine out of the remarkable speech 

which the last member lias just now deliveied. The question was 

raised whether the present Government was responsible for the death 
of this unfortunate Ihui^rali. Sir. I shall not say that the resiionsibility 
rests on the members of the Gabinet individually, but in tlnwcourse of 
dist^sion it appears that the wa\ in x^liich the whole business was 
manajj^ed by those officers ^^ho \\eR‘ on the spot was sonnMhinjf which 
was extremely objectionabb' in character and if in spite of that 
Government instejid of ordering** an eiKjiiiry tries to shield tlwun, 
then 1 shall sa \ , Sir, that the verdict of lleiiKul ''ill be that the 
members of the (’ahiiu't liave been indiri'ctly responsibb* for the 
death of H areiidranat h Miinshi. What are the facts ^ It apficara 
that on tin* lllli •I.inuary this Imn^M’r-strike staiicil. Why is it that 
for one week the District Ma^n'strate of Dacca was not informed of 
th4* fact that hun^^er-st rike \\ as j^oin^- on in the Dacca (hoitral Jail? 
I hojie the Hon’bh' Home Minister will ^ive categorical rejily to 
these (juestions. When was (joverninent informed that a linnger- 
striki* hail broken out in tlu* jail?* Then, Sir, it appears that on or 
about t}»(‘ 2di(l tlu* Magi strait* \uis apjtroaclietl by certain n'sponsible 
meinbeis of tin* public and they offered their co-opt*ration to visit tho 
jail and iM*rsuade these prisoners to withdraw from hunger-strike. 
The next ()uestion is— why was this permission refused:' I shall not 
take notice of the many irrelevant things Mr. Abdul Dari nidiilged in. 
He said that in the United Urovinces under the Uremieiship of Pundit 
Govinda Hullav l*ant tlie hunger-strike had been withdrawn and asked 
why was it that it was not withdraw'ii in llengul. The answer is that 
it was withdrawn in I'liiled Provinces or Pihar because the Ministers 
themselves made it their duty to persuade these unforluriale prisonera 
to withdra'v from this fatal step. They made it their business to 
invoke co-operation of other responsible persons~no mutter wbut 
their political creed might be — to assist (fovernment in this difficult 
situation. 

(The Hoii’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy here interrupts th<‘ speaker). 

I W’ould ask the Ilon’ble Labour Minister to treat at least one 
debate with a little more seriousness — a debate relating to a matter of 
life and death. 

Th« Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am very very 
aerious : your statement is not correct. 
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Mr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: T shall accept that he is 

v«ry seriouB. 

Let rno back 4o the point. Why is it that with regard to 
Bengal Ihe liunger-atrike prisoners did not withdraw their hunger- 
strike at tlic crucial moment? The answer is that instead of seeking 
for the co-operation of individuals, instead of themselves intervening 
at the proper time, the fiat goes to the prisoners from the Secretariat 
that if they did not withdraw the hunger-strike they would be 
jiroseiaited. Prosecution — Is that the way in which you should treat 
a matter like this, a situation as delicate as it is dangerous. Now, 
Sir, tliai brings me to the v2nd of January. The District Magistrate 
refused permission to individual gentlemen to visit the jail. rn- 

ment was also iipproaclied with a similar request and Government 
also ixduscd permission. 1 do not know, Sir, if any member of the 
Government itself took the trouble of going to and visiting the jail. 
1 take il that lie did not. Then look at the other amazing facts 
W'hich hi»V(‘ come out to-day. Even on the day that the man died and 
rumours wen* current in the town, a tehqihone message was sent to 
the jail and the SujMU’intendent was too bus\ (‘ven to receive the 
telephone message' or give any information. Then a message was 
sent to (In' riailor, and the Jailo?’ said six hours alter the death of 
Earendranath Munshi that he had no information that anybody had 
died. As n'gards the non-oflicial visitor’s rejiort, his obs<'rvation8 in 
the visitors’ book havi' not Ix'cn published. T do not know what 
thesi* observations are, but it has been suggested that if these 
observations are made jmblic, it will .sliow the callous and disgraceful 
maniK'r in whicli the whob' business was managed by the authorities 
of th(' jail. 

Now, Sir, let me leave aside for the time Inung the public men 
who volunl(M‘red their services for this cause and let me come to those 
persons who were near and dear to the deceased, who had every right, 
imoral and legal, to he informed at the due time of the fact that 
hunger-strike was going on in tlie jail. The fact remains uncontra- 
dicted that no information was sent to the members of his family 
until Munslii had breathed his last. Sir, that is the i>epoi‘t which we 
found ])ublishcd in the newspapers, and this has not yet been 
contradicted by Government, and no mention of this has been made 
in the communique either. What are the facts? I beg of my 
colleagues. 1 heg of hon’hle members of the Assembly to note these 
not for the pur])os<^ of passing any vote of no confidence on any 
Minister or on the Cabinet, but for the purpose of making the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet realise their supreme duty in instituting an 
iijiinediate public enquiry for finding out who is responsible, who is 
giiilty of neglect of duty and callousness which led to this unfortunate 
death of this prisoner P 
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A letter, I find, was published on the 4th February in “Ananda 
Bazar Patrika” written by Babu Hemendranath Munshi who is the old 
uncle of the deceased Ilarendra Nath Munslii. vWhat does it show? 
It first of all points out that Ilarendra was convicted only a few months 
ago on the 28th April, that he was one of those prisoners w'hose case 
was still pending before ^le High (’oiirt. Mr. Abdul Bari says an offence 
is an offence in the eye^of law. But it was a tyise which was still sub- 
judice and there was still the chance for the highest court in the land 
U) declare that the man was innocent. Mark tlie serie.s of allegations 
openly m^de by the mule ot the deceased — allegations which no matter 
whether the member is a Hindu, a Muslim or a Christian, we are bound 
to consider — and then it is the duty of ever\ resjM)nsible member of this 
House to denuind from tlie Cabinet a satisfactory reply. Now, Sir, 
what are the allegations 'r On the 1st January HUS, this gentleman 
wrote a letter to the Superintendent enclosing a letter meant for his 
unfortunate nei)liew, emiuiring about the health oi Ilarendra, en(|uiring 
why no letter hail beeri receiAed from him for such a long time and also 
suggesting that iniangemenU might be made for an interview for dis- 
cussing matters lelaling lo the pending appeal before* tlie High Court. 
No reply was however s<‘iit t^) this b‘tter by the Su])erintendent of Dacca 
Jail. On the loth January tlie uncle ot llarendrauath saw in the papers 
that a hunger-strike had bndsen out in the jail which was being parti- 
cipated by Ibafulla Sen and he winte smother letter to tin* Superin- 
tendent, “How' i> llaMUi? 1 ha\e got no intonnation about him’* 
That w'as on the loth ot -lainiaiy Now. Sir, to that letter the 

reply was sent on the 2t)tli .laiiuaiy HUS, h\ the Superintendent. No 
reason was gi\en a^ to wh\ no l■eI^l\ was sent to the letter of Ist 
January. 1’he lettei sa\> tliat Haren was doing well. On 20th 
January 1988, the da> Ilarendra himself joined the strike, lie was drring 
well. And tnrthei-. he wa*- not allowed to writr* h‘itei's. I)(*eause he had 
failed to show proper respect to lire Jail Superiiit<*nd(»iit . Sir-, 1 would 
ask all meniliers ot the Hoirse. I would ask all .lire Memhers of the 
Cabinet, tlie Chief Minister and the Home Minister particularly, to 
consider the seriousness ot the situation. On the 20th January the 
Superintendent of Dacca Jail writes a letter to the uncle of the deceased 
which discbr.ses the SnperlntendenCs attitude t^iw'ards Haren. That 
was on the 20th of January But even between that dale and Iluren’s 
death no cx)nmiunicatu)n was .sent Ur Ilaren’s family. Then there was 
6 debate in the Bengal Legislative (’cnineil aliout Haren’s hunger-strike. 
The newspapers carried the report of the proceedings of the fkmncil to 
the distant home of the uncle <rf Ilarendra, and that report reached him 
on the 29th January. When he found for the first time that his 
nephew had taken part in the hunger-strike, he sent a frantic letter to 
his nephew asking him to withdraw and also asking for a personal 
interview. That letter reached the Superintendent after Harendra 
Nath Munshi was dead. I would beg of the members of this House 
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for once to rise equal to the occasion. We are not censuring the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, I ignore the legal and technical interpretation of 
an adjournment motion but we demand an enquiry. 

(The member IiaAdng reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 regret very much the 
death of' Harendra Nath Munshi. The loss ol^a human life is always 
such a serious thing that everyone must feel ^rrow and sympathise 
with the relations of the deceased. But, Sir, I %rould like to draw the 
attention of the hon’ble ineml)ers of this House to what I stated two 
or three months ago in oonnectifui with hunger-strike. (“Siit months 
ago” from the (’ongress Benches.) Ves; 1 then said if there is any 
loss of life, I submit tliiit the res])()usibility will lie with those who 
encourage and inspire hopes in the minds of those who have gone on 
hunger-strike. 1 apprehended, but fortunately no loss of life then 
td^ place. Hunger-strike is a dangeious thing, and there is always 
the possibility ol loss of life. I’nlorlunately. in this case a death 
occurred which, the House and the members know from the fact given 
01 ^ another occjtsirui, could mb be avoide<l. 

Before I deal with the motion. Sir, 1 would like to make one state- 
ment, esj)ecially in \ lew of the impression that has been created by tbe 
last speaker. I am very foitunate that he has given me an opjwrtunity 
to speak after him, as 1 tind that whenever there ]s a motion for 
adjournment he takes the o}»|M>rtunity of H])eaking after tlie Minister 
has replied and then pauses for answer which cannot he given. A veiy 
p<ithetic case lias been made out and it 4ippears as if the Snperintemlent 
has been guilty of a gross criminal act (cries of “nnirder” from the 
Congress Bemdies) by not replying to the letters of Haren Munshi’s^ 
uncle. ^Jdie last letter that reached tlie Su])erintendent was sent on the 
20th and on the 2()th Haremlra Munshi was not on hunger-strike. 
(Dr. Namnaksiu Sanyal; Aftei thaty) After that there was no occa.sit>n 
for any rejily. Idie Iasi letter reached him on the dOth January when 
Harendra Munshi was dead. So hou is the Sujierintemllfnt of the Jail 
to blame for this? Is it a crime of the Su]»eriiitendent if a letter is 
delayed U>r a reply tor 20 days? There are over 2,000 prisoners in 
Dacca .fail and siindy the Superintendent cannot be expected to give u 
reply to all the letters immediately! Nor do 1 think that the Viee- 
Chaneellor of the Caleutta ITiiversity gives re]){ies to his letters imme- 
diately they reach him. (Mr. Sv vmacuas \i) M(H»kki{JKK: You wiite 
to im‘ ami set* when you get my reply’.) 

Before I go on to the real issue, let me state another fact which I 
mentioned before this House some time ago. 1 said then supposing 
50 ordinary prisoners who have taken part in gang dacoities, have com- 
mitted murders and tortured or violated women^ supposing that 50 such 
prisoners come and say that unless we are released immediately and 
unless we are jmt to Divisions I and II we ^ill go on hunger-strike and 
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|?ive up our lives. Then the House lau#fhe<l — at least members of the 
opposite side of this House laughed and said that these people cannot 
go on hunger-strike. Eight of the so-called political prisoners who 
have not been convicted of terrorist crimes are at present on hunger- 
strike and tlicre are 1(» juisoimrs not convicted, who arc on hiinger- 
strjke in tlie Alipore .lail. Their demands are practically the same or 
they have not made jitaclically an\ dematid but are still on hunger- 
strike, and they clain(*,similar privib‘ges. (Dr. Nm.invksua Sany.al : 
What are tlieir names P) I cannot tell their names ('tl‘-hand, but this 
.statement can be taken to be ab.s(dutely correct. 'Phey are on hunger- 
strike. Now, Sir. I would ask the House and the members to judge 
this question absolutel.N dispassionately and to try and remember what 
the speakers wlio liave suppf)rted this motion to-day said. I would ask 
them to recall —unfortunately it has not been possible for me to take 
down verbatim what tliey .said to-da\ in connection with the reasoni as 
to why these people have gone on hunger-strike, but I believe (hat 
evei'y om* of ,\<»u will agiee that the main theme has been that the 
conditi(nis in the Dacca dail had been terrible that their liNcs bemune 
a misery and they preiened death to continuance under those comlitions, 
and not one member of this House will deny that this has been the 
burden of theii song. 'Phese are the <‘on<lit ioics under which those 
jirisonei's were living ainl the reason for their hunger-strike w’as to get 
ledress of those grievances and yet (he most extraordinary fact, the most 
singular fact, is that when they go on hunger-strike and are asked to 
})ui down the reasons why they have gone on hunger-strike they do not 
mention any local grievances or mention any reason as to wdiy they have 
gone on hunger-strike I think. Sir, this is enough for any reply to thia 
adjournment motion. Tlie hon’ble mover of the adjournment motion 
>aid that if the (Government's reply was satisfaetory he w'ould withdraw 
his motion. Now, Sir. 1 will give you the names of those prisoners who 
went on huiigei-strike hut did not mention any local grievances when 
they went mi and as far as this is com^erned I have got 

their written statement. When they went on hunger-strike they were 
asked to ]»ut down in writing the reasons for their doing so. 
(Dr. Nujn.\ksha Saxv\l: Were they allowisl to meet together?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope Dr. Sanyal will remember that the Hon’ble 
Miaister has only 15 minutes’ time, and therefore he should not be 
interrupted. 

Dl*. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Sir, I am only trying elicit 
information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is not the occasion for doing so. Let the 
Hon’ble Minister finish and |ben yon can do 00. 
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The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Profulla Kumar Sen 
was the first Uj go on hunger-strike. He said nothing about jail treat- 
ment, jail condition or the classification of prisoners at all. There was 
no question of meeting anybody. Then, Sir, the 7 prisoners who went 
on hunger-strike are the following: — 

Profulla Kumar Sen, 

Jyotirmoy Nandi, 

Sasanka Chakravarty, 

Ilaiigalal Ganguly, 

SantiPiinjan Sen, 

Hurendra Nath Munshi, and 
Dhirendra Nath Munshi. 

These people in their written statements have mentioned nothing about 
any load grievance or any reason why they have gone on hunger-strike. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where is the original statement P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If the Hon'ble 
Mr. Spe4iker will allow me more than In minutes, I will read from the 
original statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I am very sorry (hat the hon’ble 
members do not realise the importance of the adjournment motion and 
try to jnternipt in a nmnrier which is almost an obstruction of the 
business of the House by the otlier side. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You will also please remember, 
Sir, that there have been interruptions from the other side of the House 
when this side was speaking. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Then, Sir, there are 
some prisoners v ho went on hunger-strike after the death of Harendra 
Munshi on the 1st and 2nd of February. These prisoners when they 
were asked to state their reasons similarly do not mention any local 
grievances as the ground for their going on hunger-strike^ 'There were 
others again who went on hunger-strike. They mentioned local 
grievances, but that was put <lown as the last category, without any 
specific reas^ui or (H)niplaint. Now, it was only after Dr. Bhupal Bose 
had an interview with some of his relations, who had oome down from 
Calcutta, that a few day’s after that Dr. Bhupal Bose sent a wire and 
made a statement that he has gone on hungw^trike, not because he 
wanted the relaise of political prisoners or the removal of the repressive 
laws, but on account of local grievances, and afterwards when all the 
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hunger-strikers met they endorsed that wire at the time when they went 
on hunger-strike. Then, again, the demands that have been published 
and the list of grievautes that they sent to me by wire, which I believe, 
I read out in the Bengal Legislative Council a few days ago, and which 
have been pulblished in tlie papers, — if members will look at them, they 
will find that in that complaint practically no specific case is mentioned 
of any serious local grievance or of any comidaint against any local 
officer. (Dr. Naijnaksiia Sanyal: Ouestion, (luestion.) There has 
been no specific case of com])laint, and in not any of the complaints 
that have been aj>i)earing in the papers, is to be found anywhere any 
mention of those grievances. 

Coming to the question of sarkar mlam this has been abolished since 
1936 and is not in force in the Dacca Jail since September 1936. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Wbat almut filingP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, that is not one 

of their complaints. At the time when in September last year they 
were asked to put down their grievances before the Jail Advisory (k)m- 
mittee, there also we do not find any specific (complaint against the 
local jail authorities, apart from the fact that they insisted on jail 
discipline being muintained. 

Now, Mr. Syaiiiapra.sad Mookerjee ma<le a great fuss about the 
punishment tliat has been awarded to the late llarendra Nath Munshi 
for not showing proper courtes\ to the Sui)erintendent . Is there any- 
thing wrong in that jail discipline has got to be maintained? If a 
prisoner does not show projiei courtesy to the Superintendent, not only 
it affects the teriori‘'t prisoners but it has its effect on all the other 
convicts. The report of the Superintendent of the jail is that condi- 
tions are becoming extremelv difiicult in the Dacca Central Jail on 
account of the lenient treatment that has been meted out to the terrorist 
prisoners. As far as classifications are concerned, every prisoner who 
went on hunger-strike was informed that all those who were terrorist 
prisoners in Division III w<vv to be in Division 11 before the> went on 
hunger-strike and that they got all the amenities and facilities of 
Division II. I would ask the House to kindly consider wliere ore we 
going- to iix months hence or two months hence or one month hence. 
Every paper and every platform were making one demand that the 
convict prisoners should be placed in Division Jl and that was done. 
Now what is wanted is that they should be given further amenities, 
further privileges, further concesisons. The re.sult is, that one of the 
ordinary prisoners from Dacca who is in jail has claimed that there 
should be a Jumma mdsque in the jail. Now, Sir, this is one of the 
demands, this is the position, and I claim that Bengal, as far as 
treatment to convicted prisoners is concerned, is far ahea^f of any other 
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province in India, and T can challenge any body on this question. 
(Laughter in the oppoHition group.) My statement is cqirect, but I 
do not want to mention the provinces where all the convicted prisoners 
have not got Division If as yet. This is the position. The whole issue 
tc-day ot this debate is whether those prisoners who have gone on 
hunger-strike went on liiinger-strike because of unmentionable 
grievances in I lie Dacca Central Jail. J liope the House is now con- 
vinced that the reason for their going on hunger-strike was not a local 
grievance, it was entirely due to otlier imlitical demands which they 
have lieen making and they will make, and J assure the House that if 
the way in which speeches are made continues, then in that case you 
will have lurtlier cases of hunger-strike. If it is said that we are all 
non-violeni and whatever political reforms have been achieved as a 
resull ot which responsible Minist<‘iv are here 1o-da\, are due to the 
sacrifice ot these peojile, then I submit that you will never see the end 
of terrorism in Hengal. If I ha I is I he onl> wa\ by which you can 
attain i)olitical treedom. then the (‘ongiess has got no justification for 
askiii)^ th(vse peojile to give uj) teirorisni, because it is not due to the 
activili(‘s ot the ( ongress but because ot the terrorist crimes, murder 
and shooting that political reforms have been achieved. That i.s the 
only way in w'hicli you can interpret the speech that has been made by 
the honourable the mover. Hut I can say that it was on account of 
terrorism alone that the inauguration of the new’ (Constitution was 
delayed and that Hengal ran a great risk of not having all the privileges 
that have been given umler the new Constitution because of terrorism 
in Bengal. Therefore, I again say, if honourable members of this 
House maintain that Provincial Autonomy is due to terrorism, due to 
the sacritice of the terrorists - - (\ (hcks : Nobody said thati). - That is 
w'hat has been said, and that 1 Inne put down here, that the Ministers 
are hen* because ot the sacrifices of the terrorist (*onvicts. 1 have got 
i^ here written down, but 1 ma> be wrong If the honourable member 
withdraws it, then I will accejit that. He has said that w'e are here 
because of the sacrifices made b> men like Harendra Nath Munshi and 
others. T am afraid, my friend over there will not deny it. Therefore 
1 maintain that they are playing with fire, and there is every danger of 
hunger-strike going on and of further loss of life unless the people in 
Bengal and tlie responsible leaders make it clear that they will not 
tolerate, they will not encourage, they will not support any hunger- 
strike, and that they wdll not expect Ministers and leaders to go to these 
people in jail and beg of them with folded hands to give up hunger- 
strike — 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Minister having reached the* time-limit ' 
fesumed his seat.') 


Several tiwmbars: The question be now put. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The motion before the House is that the question 
be now put. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I hope my right of reply still 
remains even though the closure motion is carried. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, though you have got the right of 
reply, my hands are tied now, because the closure motion has been 
moved. You canont therefore have the right of reply, if the closure is 
carried. 

The closure motion was put and agreed to. 

The original motion was then put and a division taken, with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


AMhI HatMX. Khan Bahadur 8yad. 
Ahdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Ahu HoMain larkar, Maulvi. 

Ahul Fail. Mr. Md. 

Attak All, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8y#d. 

Aiimaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarjaa, Or. turaih Chandra. 

•anarji, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa. Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manaranjan. 

Barman, Bahu Ihyama Praiad. 

Basu, Mr. Santtah Kumar. 

Bhowmih, Dr. Bohinda Chandra. 
Biiwaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biawaa, Mr. Surandra Naffc. 

Baaa, Mr. larat Chandra. 

Chakraharty, BahMNarandra Narayan. 
Cbakraharty, Mr. datindrh Bdtli. 
Chattapadhyay, Bahu Harfpada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Narandra Nath. 

Oai, Bahu Mahim Chandra. 

Oai. Bahu Radhanath. 

Dais, Bahu Oahandra Nath. 

Oaa Bupta, Baku Khagandra Nath. 

Oaa Bupta. Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath. 

Omni, Mr. Narandra. 

Outta. Mr. hukumar. 

Ontta Bupta, Mitt Mira. 

Bmdadul Hhm. Kui. 

Blwaa, Mr, Atul Krlahna. 

Baawami, Mr. TuM Chandra. 

Bupta, Mr. daftth Chandra. 

BupU. Mr. d. N. 


Haaan Ali Chowdhury. Mr. Syad. 
Himatainika, Mr. Prakhudayal. 
dalaiuddin Haahamy, Mr. tyad. 
Khan, Mr. Oahandra Laii. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 
Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 
Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mahan. 
Maji, Adnraita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrt. Hamaprova. 
Maxumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 
Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 
Mandal, Mr. Kriahna Praaad. 
Maqbul Noiain, Mr. 

Mookarjaa, Mr. Syamapraiad. 
Mukarji, Mr. Ohirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

MukharJI, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 
Munich, trijut Ashutaah. 

Naakar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Preaanna. 
Pramanik, Mr. Tartnicharan. 
Ramiittddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Kumar Ihih Shakharaanrar. 
Roy, Mr. Cbaru Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran lankar. 

Roy. Mr. Kiahorl Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 
Sanyal, Dr. Naiinakaha. 
tanyal. Mr. taaanka iahhar. 

Ion, Bahu Nagandra Nath. 
•baNdaii, Mr. 

Sinba, Srijnt ManJndra Bbuun. 
Inr, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 
Zaman, Mr. A M. A. 


NOES. 


Ahdul Alia, MuBlBM Hd. 

Ahduf Burl, MmM. 

Ahdul NaBa, Mr. Mlraa. 

Ahdul HuBa «la« Mr. 

Ahdul Nuklui BiknuipuH, Mr. «d. 
Ahdul NamM. Mr. A. M. 


AMul NtmM Shuh, Muulvl. 
AMul Kurim, Mr. 

AMul Latif Blaurut, Muufvt. 
AMul MuJId, Hr. lyod. 
AMul WahM Khuu, Mr, 
AhduNU'AI Mi h uiuad, Mr. 
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AMir llaliMa. Kkaa ■akatfar A. F. ■. 

AM«r Aakaua Mr. _ ; < 

Akdwr RaiekM MakaMtk, Mr. ^ ' 

Akiar tafkaatf, Maaltl Ml. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa fakik Maalfi 1. 

Akiar Raaf. Mr. Ikak. 

Akiar Raaiak, Maalfi. 

Akiai tkakaai , Maalfi Mi. 

AkWar Rm Okawikary, Kkaa takaiar. 

Akai Naiklai, Maalfi. 

Akal NfMla, Mr. Akaiai. 

Akal QaaMai, Maalfi. 

Aflak HoMta iaariar, Maalfi. 

AkaMi AH, Kkaa lakik Maalaaa tBayatpari. 
Akaiai Ail Mriika, Maalfi. 

AkaMi HaMla, Mr. 

Affasaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa takaiar. 

AaiiaaRak, Maalfi. 

Aailr AH, Mi. Mia. 

Araiitraag, Mr. W. L. 

Aikratali, Mr. M. 

Aaiai Hawala Kkaa, Maalfi. 

Aikar Ail, Maalfi. 

AaiarMa, Mr. i. f . 
iaaaaraiaa, Mr. N. 0. 

•arat All, Mr. Mi. 

•araia, Baku Fraaikarl. 

Baraiaa, Baku Uyanira Hatfc. 

Bliarai, Baku Ukikail Rarayaa. 

Braikar, Mr. r. 0. 

Baaipkall, Hr Baarga, Kt. 

Oklgpaaiala, Mr. i. W. 

Oraiiali, Mr. L. M. 

Dai, Mr. Aaakul Ohaaira. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiehaa. 

Farkal Baaa Kkaaaai, Bigaia, 

Fallal Nag, tki Hoa'kii Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Quaiir, Kkaa takaiar Maalfi. 

Fallal Rakaiaa, Mr. 

Boaiti, Mr. 8. A. 

Buraag, Mr. Daaibir Biagk. 

Nakikaltak, tka Hoa'kia Naarak takaiar K., at 
Dacca. 

Hafliaiiia Okewikury, Maalfi. 

NaiaMaila Akaiai. Kkaa fakik. 

Haailltoa, Mr. K. A. 

Naaaaaiiaaian, Maalfi Mi. 

Naikcai All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Haiiaa Murikci, Mra. 

Nataaially iaaiaiar, Kkaa lakik. 

Nayaraai, Mr. Ragcn. 

Ncairy, Mr. Oafli. 

Narticl, Mr. M. A. F. 

Neaiaa, Mr. F. T. 

Iipakaal, Mr. M. A. N. 


[ 9 th Fm., 

MmmmA Akaiai, Mr. 

KakiraiilB Kkaa, Kkaa taMk. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

Milfaiiia Gkaaikary, Maalfi. 

MaMkkaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Maaiil, Mr. Birat Ckaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Ckaaira. 

Maalruiila Akkaai, Maalfi. 

^ild, Mr. e. w. 

Miliar, Mr. C. 

MilaC'Rakartaaa, Mr. C. E. L. 

Makaaimai Alt, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Makicn All, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa, Mr. B., 0. 1. E. 

Malian All Maliak, Maalfi. 

Maiannai Huf, Maalfi Mi. 

Makanmai Ahal, Kkaa lakik Maalfi lyai. 
Makammai Ikrafcim, Maalfi. 

Makanmai lirail, Maalfi. 

Makammai lalaimaa, Kkaa lakik Maalfi. 

Mullick, tka Haa’kic Mr. Makaaia Bckary. 

Mallick, Mr. Falla Bckary. 

Muikarraff Mf laaia, tkc Haa'kic Naarak, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

Maitagaiaral Na|uc. Mr. lyai. 

Muituta All Dcaraa lakik, Mr. 

Naaiy, tki Nca'klc Makaraja Irii Ckaaira, at 
Kaiimkaxar. 

Naiarullak, Naarakiaia K. 

Nauikcr All, tka Haa'kia Maalfi lyai. 

Naiimuiiia, tka Haa'kia Kharaja fir, K.C.I.E. 
Naarwiiia, Mr. K. 

PaMaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Raikat, tka Haa'kia Mr. Fraiaaaa Dak. 

Rajikuliin Taratiar, Maalfi. 

Raxaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ren. Mr. J. B. 

Ray, tka Haa’kia lir BiJay Fraiai liagk, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 
laiaruiiin Akmai, Mr. 
lafiraiiin Akmai, Haji. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 

larkar' tka Haa’kia Mr. Naliai Raajaa. 
laiioan, Mr. R. M. 
larajul lilam, Mr. 

Ikakakuiila, Mr. Kkwala, G. B. E. 

Ikamiaiiia Akmai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

Itafcn, Mr. 4. W. R. 
lakrawariy, tka Haa’kia Mr. H. I. 

Tamixaiiia Kkaa, Maalfi. 

Total Akmai Okaaikary, Maalfi HaJi. 

WaHur Rakmaa, Maalfi. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Woriswartk, Mr. W. C. 

Zakur Akmai Ckaaikary. Maalfi. 


The Ayes being 74 and Noes 119, the motion was lost. 


Adjoumment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 14tb 
February 1938 at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceei^iigs of the Bengal Legielatijre AMembly assembled 
wider the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assemhly IIouHe, Oaleutta, on Monday, 
the 14th February 1988, at 4-4 ) p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoirhle Khan Ihihadiir M. AziziL IIaque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Ballot voting by symbols in the Municipal elections. 

n4. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Will the lion ble 

Minister in ehai 7 >‘e of the Koeal SelMiovernmeni Department he pleased 
to state what steps, it an>, are heinji: taken to introduce the system of 
ballot voting* by symbols in the Muni(i|Kil elections that are coming 
about in the district of the IM-Parganas y 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
and PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed 
Nausher Ali): The mailer Mill receive the (ionsideration of (lovi'rn- 
ment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Is the mattm n reiving 
t}i<» ronsideration of (iovernnient ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI; Yes, it is receiving 
consideration. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Government 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI. 1 know thc^ urgency of 
the matter and 1 will give ni> best consideration to it. I cannot add 
anything more. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’hle Minister 
aware that to introduce the system of ballot voting by symbols it is 
nec'essary to have one-seated constituencies or plurality of votes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: I cannot give any 
opinion without due consideration. 



Employees in civil courts of Chittagon§^ 


*16. AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. SAN AULLAH : Will the Han’ble Minister 

in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Depwirtment be pleased to 
State the present number of Muslim and non-Muslim employees, grade 
by grade, including menials and Government pleaders, in the civil 
courts of the district of Chittagongy 


MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

Vide three stat^'inents laid on tlie Library iable. 


Excise sub-inspectors. 

•16. Mr. S. A. GOMES: («) Will the Hon’blo Minister in charge 
of the Forest and Ex(dse JX^partmejit Ih? pleased to state — 

(?) how many excise sub-inspectors were in the employment of 
Government on the Jllst l)ecemlH‘r, 1937; 

{ii) how many ot them are Indian (Jiiistians; and 

(???) whether any new a|)j)ointments are proposed to be made in 
the near future ^ 

(/?) If the answer to clause {a) (lii) is in the affiimative, will the 
, Hon’ble MinistiU' be jileused to state — 

(?) how many ajipointinents ar(* juoposed to be made; and 

(??) the number of Indian (liristians proposed to be appointed? 

MINISTER in charge of the FORESTS and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): (a) (?) 276 (includ- 
ing 22 temporary appointments). 

(u) 6. 

(???) 1 ^ 0 . 

(h) Does not arise. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state witli reference to answer (^?)(//)'how many of these are on a 
iem|K)rary Iwisis and how many on a permanent basis? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I want notice. 
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Remisaioii of rent of the Noabatf Talitks in Chittagong. 

•17. AUHul Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of tlie Revenue Department he pleased to state 
whether he is aware — 

(i) that a large amount of increased rent of the Noabad Taluks 
in the district of Chittagong was remitted by the Collector 
in the year 1930 ; and 

(n) that the taluhdars did not remit the rent of their raiyats in 
proportion ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the TIoii’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of the rent remitted by the 
Collector and the Udukdars, respectively? 

MINISTER in charge Of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): {o') (/) Not in 1930, but a 
largo amount of rent of IVoabad Taluks was abated in lO'tT), and 
remission given with retrosjK'ctive effect from the 1st Ajuil, 11)31. 

(ii) Whore the rent of under-tenants was too high, the written 
consent of taJukdars was obtained to such remissiotis and ahatements 
as were considered fair. The lowering of undiM-tenunts’ rents was a 
condition precedent to the granting of lelief to taluk’dars. Under* 
tenants whose nuits were reduced weie i?»formed b\ post card notices. 

(h) The total reduction in tnJuhdars rents was Hs. 34,320-10-9, and 
the aggregate reduction in rents of under-tenants amounted to 
Ks. 17,769-3. 


Detenu Nirmal Chandra Das. 

•18. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the lion hie Minister 
in charge of the Home (Sjiecial) I)(‘]»ai tnient la? pleased to state — 

(a) wliether Nirnial Chandra Das of Katipaia, judice-stat .or» Ihiik* 
gacha, district Khulna, wlu> uun in rlclenlion at Decdi is 
still in detention ; 

(h) it so, where is lie nou ; 

(c) was he ever taken to Ajmere or to (.'nleutta for treatment, and 
if so, how long was he kept in these jilaces and what was the 
nature of the disease; 

(J)^what has been the result of treatment in these places; 

(e) whether it is a fact that he was sent back to Deoli from Calcptta 
when he was still ailing ; 
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(J) was he and is be still suffering from appendicitis; 

(//) do the Government intend releasing him soon ; and 
(h) the amount of allowance he is now getting? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Iile 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(b) He is domiciled in the district of Dacca. 

(c) and (d) He has received operative treatment on three occasions, 
twice with comjdete success and on the third occasion with partial 
success. 

(e) and (/) No. 

(g) Not at present. 

(h) Us. 25. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Wiih reference to answers (c) 
and (//), will the Hon’hle Mini.ster he pleased to sUite what was the 
nature of the ailment on the third occasion from which the detenu 
suffered ? 

The Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not like on principle 
to give out the nature of ailment of a detenu because I <lo not think it 
is advisable to do so. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answers (e) 
and (/), viz., No, how can he reconcile this with his statement in 
answers (r) and (d), viz., with partial success? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Because the operation 
was not completely succevssful. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHDSE: What does the Hon^ble Minister 
mean by iMirtial success? Is it not a fact that detenu Nirmal Chandra 
Das arranged for operation by a private surgeon but that has been 
definitely refused? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : It has not been definitely 
refused. 

Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to atate whether his refusal to give details of the nature of afl- 
ments was on the basis of the fact that he doea not consider it necessary 
to do so in public interest P 
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The Hon’bie Khwija Sir N AZIMUDDIN : No, Bot in public interest 
but in a detenu’s own interest. I want to make the position clear. 
So far as this particular case is concerned, if members insist I will give 
all the facts later on as I have not got the hie with me here. But I 
want to enunciate the principle here tlmt when a prisoner suffers from 
a certain disease it is against the interest of the individual detenu him- 
self to make it public*. For instance, supjmsing a person is suffering 
from insanity or tuberculosis whi(*h are hereditary diseases. (A voiCK : 
Is tuberculosis a hereditary diseiisey) Yes, we have medical opinion 
that it is a hereditary disease, in that case if it is made public it may 
affect him or his rehitions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a imint of order, Mr. Speaker. 
I have heard tl»e Ilon’ble Minister to say that he refuses to give details 
not because it is against public interest but because it is against the 
interest of the detenu himself. May I empiire whether it is permis- 
sible to the Hon ’hie Minister to refuse to give an answer for any other 
reason than that of public* interest:' 

Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 wa^ Ihinking that the Ilon’ble Sn Nazimuddin 
was falling inb) your trap when he made that statement in answer to 
your supplementaiy cpiesticm. 1 sliall cMHisider this point and give my 
ruling later on. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the lion’ble Minister give 
us an assurance that he will nuike arrangement for a succ’essful opera- 
tion on Ninnal rhandra Ihis so that he may be relieved of his ailments P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir N AZIMUDDIN: I can assure the members 
of this House that as scM)n as medical advisers decide thai he is fit for 
an operation again it will be performed upon him. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: A.s the rec|uesi has been a long- 
standing one, will the Hon’hle Minister take siejis to expedite the 
matter ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir N AZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 


Recruitment to the Bengal 8enior 8enrioe of Engineers. 

M8. Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communication and Works De^jjartment be 
pleased .to state whether it is a fact that iiersons of domicile 

only are eligible for direct recruitment tf> the Bengal Renfor Service 
of Engineers (Roads and Buildings) as Assistant Executive Engineers? 
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(b) Is it a fact that Indian officers in the Bengal Senior Service of 
Engineers (Roads and Buildings) drawing Rs. 760 or less are classified 
as 8e(;ond' grade officers, whereas non-Asiatic domiciled officers of the 
same rank are classified as first grade officers, irrespective of their 

pay? 

(c) If the answers to clau^s (a) and (6) are in the affirmativei will 
the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, do the 
Government propose taking in the matter to do away witll^ this distinc- 
tion? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maharaja Srtschandra Nandy, of 
Kaaimbazar) : (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) The cpiestion of direct recruitment of Indians to the Bengal 
Senior Service of Engineers is under consideralion. A prop(».su] to 
allow first class i ravelling allowance to Indian officers of this Servdce 
(and other Senior Services) has been abandoned on'account of tho 
demand for retrenchment. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: With regard to the Iloirble 
Minister's reply that a proposal to allow first class travelling allowance 
to Indian officers of this service and other Senior Services has been 
abandoned on account of the demand for retrenchment, does the same 
consideration apply to the travelling allowance of the Ministers 
themselves? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise out of this. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state ^^hal is the differentiation between Indian and European 
officers of this service? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY» of Kasimbazar: 

That was done by the previous Government, and as I have already stated 
we are examining the (juestion. 


Mauivi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is possible to give 2nd class travelling allowance to 
officers of non-Asiatic domicile? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

Sir, as I have already stated, the whole matter is under examination, so 
I have nothing further to add. 
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tabu NAGENDRA NATH SEN; Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (c) that the matter is under 
consideration, for how long it has been under consideration? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Since the appointment of the Special Officer. 

Mauivi AIIDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state Irhether he proposes to take immediate steps in order to 
abolish this differentiation ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaiarr 

Sir, it is not possible to take immediate steps, but I think this question 
is under examination and will be considered in due course. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: AVill the Jlon'ble Minister kindly 
state whether his attention has been drawn only by this question or 
whether it was drawn j)revi()usly ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a fair (juestion. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: AVith reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be jileased to state when Government expect to 
come to a decision 'i 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is difficult for me to give any idea of time. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: AVill the Hon ble Minister 
kindly state whether his attention was drawn to this invidious distinc- 
tion by thi.s question or it was drawn previously? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order, that is not a lair (juestion. 


Excise rates on ganja and opium. 

•20. Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI; («) AVill the Ilon’blo Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Kxcise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement tor the iK*nod Irom to lb‘17 showing separately — 

(i) the excise rates on {/anja and opium; 

(u) the amounts on which such exci.se rate has lieen paid; and 
(tit) the amount sold, year by year, in Calcutta and the jute mill 
and other industrial areas? 
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(6) Will the Hofi^ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment propose to frame and maintain a register of habitual ganja 
smokers and opium eaters as in Assam and to issue passes to them? 

(c) Do the Government consider it desirable to introduce the policy 
of 10 per cent, reduction in the amounts supplied to habitual users of 
opium and ganja as has been found successful in Assam? 

(d) If the answers to {}>) and (r) are in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reasons? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) to (d) In Assam tliere is a pass system in regard to the supply 
of opium only. The Administration Hejiorts of the Excise Depart- 
ment in Assam seem to indicate that tlie pass system and the policy of 
10 p(jr cent, cut in the rationing of this drug have not been successful 
and that they have encouraged smuggling and illicit piactices. 

What might he possihle in Assam with a small area and small popu- 
lation and comj)aratively small gross consumption of opinion is not 
possihle in Hengal without a very great increase in staff. 

With a view to restrict the consumption of opium in Bengal the 
following measures have been adopted : — 

(1) The individual private jxxssession at a time and retail sale of 
excise opium per diew to one jKjrson in Calcutta and the 
industrial areas situated in the three metropolitan districts 
of Bengal, viz., the 24-Parganas, Ilooghly and Howrah, has 
l)een limited to 12 grains except on a j^ermit granted by the 
■ Su{)erintendeut of Excise of the district concerned on the 
production of a medical (*ertiticate in which case the limit 
is fixed at half a t<da (90 gniins). 

>(2) In the rest of the province, the limit of retail sale and private 
possession has been reduced from If tolas (540 grains) to 
1 t(da (ISO grains). It has been further prescribed that 
every licensed vendor shall record the names and a^ddresses 
of all purchasers on the same day of half a tola of opium or 
over, when ordered by the (Collector to do so. 

{3) The Bengal Opium Smoking Act has been introduced under 
which persons already addicted to opium smoking have been 
registered, and any person other than a registered smoker 
indulging in the practice renders himself liable to prosecu- 
tion and punishment. 

As regards ganja, this drug is subject to more restriction in BiAagal 
than in Assam or any ath«r province of India. 
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StaUment referred to in reply to danse (a) starred 'questim No. 20. 

(!) and (ii) 

Consamp' 

Rates of duty. tion in 

seen. 

Ganja. 

193435 

. . Rs. 40-12 per seer 

33,419 

1935-36 

. . Ditto 

32,830 

1936-37 

. . Rs. 42-4 

Opium. 

Treasury price. 

32,487 

1934-35 

. . Rs. 91 per seer except in border shops in 
which the rate was Rs. 76 per 8(^r. 

26,258 

1935-36 

. . Rs. 91 per seer except in border shops in 
which the rate w'as Rs. 76 per seer. 

25,719 

1936-37 

. . Rs. 91 per seer, except in bonier shops in 

25,051 


which the rate was Rs. 51 per seer, 
(tii) Consuvipiion in CcUciUia and its miburbs. 



Ganja. 

Opium. 


Seers. 

Seers. 

1934-35 

6,519 

7,836 

1935-36 

6,264 

7,680 

1936-37 

5,867 

7,358 


Separate figures for iadustrial and jute mill areas are not available. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is the (lovernnieut aware that in the last 
Opium Report of Assam it was stateil that the conusmption of opium 
as a result of this 10 per cent, rut has been reduced from 20,(>00 seers 
to 9,572 seers y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PR A8 ANN A DEB RAIKAT: The Government is 
not aware of the result. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With regard to answers (h) to 
(d) measures adopted No. 2 "‘when ordered by the Collector to do so”, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in how’ many districts 
the (’ollectors have made such orders y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I want notice Sir. 

Mittlvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the fion’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the time when the restrictioa will come into force? 
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The Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, it is in force. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the amount of opium consumed before the inauguration 
of the restriction, and what is the amount consumed now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT; Sir, 1 want notice. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any rule which limits the amount of opium which 
may be supplied to a smoker as mentioned in paragraph 3? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: It has already been 
slated that the amount of retail sale and private possession has been 
reduced. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Am 1 lo understand that the amount of 
opium which may be smoked daily is halt a tola? Is there any rule 
regarding the amount of Ganja which may be supplied to a man and 
any rule regarding the amount which may be in private possession under 
last paragraph 3? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I want notice Sir. 

Prohibition of Liquor. 

*21. Mr, BANKU BEHARL MANDAL: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state Avhether the Government propose to take steps for total prohibition 
of liquor? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the atlirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the proposal to open two 
new country sjiirit sho])s in the subdivision of Asansol in the district 
of Bill’d wan at Sripur and Baid> anathpur ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: (d) Government 
have deciiled to enforce jirohihition (d alcidiolic beverages as an experi- 
mental measure in the district of N(»akhali with effect from the 1st 
April, Ith'bS. Further steps will depend upon the result of this 
experiment. 

{h) A proposal to open a new country spirit shop at Sripur iu the 
Asansol Subdivision is under the consideration of the Asansol Licensing 
Board. The final decision of the Board has not yet been received. No 
proposal for opeiiiiilf^a new country spirit shop at Baidyanathpur has 
been received. 
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Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: How many liqour shops there are in the 
district of Noakhali? What is the amount realized in the form of fees 
and taxes, and what is the percentage of the total revenue from alcoholic 
liquors ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I want notice, Sir. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR. With reference to answer 
(a) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the district of 
Noakhali and not Burdwan has particularjy been selected for experiments 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: It was the Hon ble 

Chief Minister’s choice tliat it will considerably suit for the purpose. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that Noakhali is one of those districts which consume the least 
amount of alcohol ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT; It may be, but it 

was considered suitable for this experiment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why then one of those 
districts which consume the heaviest amount of liquor has not been 
chosen ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Tt is the (iovern- 
ment’s decision. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We want to know the 
reasons why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Because (Govern- 
ment want to see that the experiment succeeds there. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact tliat there are only two country li(|uor shops 
in the whole district of Noakhali yielding a revenue of Ks. o,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Ther« may be about 
4 or G shops, but I canont say offhand. 

Maulyi ABUL HA8HIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to 
state if they propose to take up experiment in #f]ier districts if the 
experiment in that district proves a failure? 
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The Hon'bift Mr. BIMIANNA DJEB RAIKAT: I cannot say now, 
Sir. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8||: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no industrial centre where the coolies ordinarily 
take liquor was chosen for the experiment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: It was not considered 
suitable. 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if orders have been issued to the Superintendents of Excise of the 
districts not io open new liquor shops any inorel^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I cannot enlighten 
the Hoirble Member. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Have the (jovernnient decided on 
a general policy of i)ro!iibition ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: That will depend 

upon the success of this experiment. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Is Government 
prepartul to acceept the p(»lic> of lucail option, tliat is, whether local 
bodies ('-an take to prohibition of liquor? 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the llon'ble Ministers be 
pleased to state whether, ])y prohibition of alcoholic beverages, he means 
both import(*(I and countrv-made liipiors? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Only country liquor. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Have tlie (rovernm *nt considered 
the ttdvisibilitv of advising the licensing board all over the province to 
restriid tin* grant of li<)uor licences to new shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Not as yet. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is it a fact that there are 34 excise shops 
which have not bein touched in the same district of NoakhaliP 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 ask for notice. 



1»$.] QUiSTioirs. m 

Muslim appointments in the MoalilNili OeHeeterats. 

•22. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of clerks appointed in the Noakhali Collectorate 

during the last three years; 

(b) the number of Mussalnians in these appointments; 

(c) whether the percentage fixed by the Government for appoint- 

ments of Mussalnians was observed in making these 
appointments? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (h) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 22 showing the appoint 
ment of Muslims in the Noakhali Collectorate.. 


Year. Number of clerks NumWr of Mussalmans 

appoinUxl. holding those appoint* 



Permanent. 

Temporary. 

ments. 

Permanent. Temjxirary. 

1934-35 

5 

24 

2 

10 

1935-36 

6 

23 

J 

8 

1936-37 

2 

36 

2 

17 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the llon'ble Minister b& 
pleased 1o stale what is the percentage referred to in the question? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 think it is 13^ 
per cent. 


Speedy disposal of cases in the subordinate courts. 

•23. Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: {a) Will the H on’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legi.slative Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there is a High (Vmrt circular for the speedy 
disposal of the cases both civil and criminal in the subordinate courts? 

(6) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are sfime suits 
pending in the courts of the Di.strict Judge, Mymensingh, for about 
twenty years? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
inquiries and of taking steps for remedy? 
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Th 0 Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAiN, Khan Bahadurs 

{a) Yes; there are several circulars bearing on the point. 

(b) Only one Partition Suit No. 75 of 1918 pending for final decree. 
The suit was instituted in 19)r8 in which there were 197 defendants, 
and the passing of the preliminary decree was delayed to the 7th June, 
19f32, owing to frequent deaths of parties. The preliminary decree was, 
however, signed on the 17th July, 1934, after disposal of a review case. 
The number of defendants has now multiplied into 543 and objections 
are being preferred and disposed of and substitutions frequently made. 

(c) Order 22, Rule 4, Civil Procedure Code, is being amended by 
the High Court with a view to obviate difficulties of substitution of 
parties in cases like this. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the fact 
that there has been some partition suits which are pending in the High 
Court for more than one liundred years for the partition of a 
Muliomedan est^ite? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That (piestion does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Is the 11 oirble Minister aware whether as a 
result of this High Court circular some courts (‘are now more for speedy 
disposal than for justice? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether \inder the pretext ol sj^eedy disjjo.sal, s(mie courts do not allow 
suflicient tiiiu' to parties to bring their lawyers? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 1 do not allow that question. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI ; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pL^ased to enquire 
into these allegations? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

do not believe it is necessary. 

Panel of Public Prosecutors and Crown briefs at Noakhali. 

•24. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to state — 

(n) how many pleaders are there in the panel of Public Prosecutors 
at Noakhali; 

(6) how many Crown briefs w^ere transferred to each of the panel 
pleaders during the last 3 years; 
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(c) what is the amount drawn by eat*h of the panel pleaders for the 

Crown briefs duriiipr the last 3 years; 

(d) how many Crown briefs sessions and criminal cases were 

‘ transferred to Government Pleader; 4r 

(e) what was the amount drawn by the Gover?nneiit Pleader for 

criminal works during the last 8 years; 

(/) is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that usually the surplus criminal briefs are transferred 
• to Government Pleader in preference to j)anel pleader 
at Noakhali, 

(i/) tliat Government have to pay much more to the Govern- 
ment pleader than to a pamd pleader, and 

(///) tliat the Government ])leader is meant only tor civil 
works and not for ordinary (‘riminal works; and 
(<7) will the Hon hle Minister ln‘ pleased to slate what is the prncti(*e 
about the transfer of surplus ^'riminal briefs in other districts 
in Bengali 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

((/> To (r) T/^/r statement I laid on the liibrary table. 

{( 1 ) and (ri Vide statement II laid on the Library table. 

if) (/) The Government Pleader was ap]K)inte<l to conduct important 
sessions and other (•riminal ca.ses when the Public I’losecutor was not 
available. The ap]»oiiitment of the G(»vernment I’leacler was c(msi«lered 
a necessity in the intcre.st of administration 

( // ) The dai]\’ tee sanctioned tor tin* Governimmt Plea<ler in ctiminal 
cases is higher tlian the rates fixed for paiod ])lea(lers. 

( /// ) 1 ’he Government Pleader is ;iKo rr-oJ^cHt Publi<‘ I’rosecutor 
and may be engaged in arix criminal case when the Public Piosecutor 
is not available. 

(57) The distribution of .surplus criminal liriets to panel pleaders i.s 
made by the District Magistrate who exercises his own discretion and 
judgment in the matter. 

MftUivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jdeased to state whether he considers it d(‘sirable to place the statement 
here, instead of on the libiaiy table in order to save the inconvenience 
of tlie members? 

The HoiPbie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I think the other place is more suitable. 

10 
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Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state that in view of the fact, that out of 19 surplus cases 14 
have gone to the file of Kajen Babu and only one among the Mahome- 
dan pleaders, what is the guiding principle lor the distribution of the 
surplus cases? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think that does not arise. The answer is 
already there that the l)istri<‘t Magi.strate will exercise his discretion. 
The llon’ble Minister cannot answer further. 


M&uivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8! Will tlie llon’ble Minister 
please issue instructions to the district officers to see that equitable 
distribution ot cas(‘H is made anir)iig the coij]])et(*nt pleaders? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not think I am to answer this q\iestiou now liecause it is a (juestion 
for taking action. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am atraid the ({uestion in the form in whi(“h 
it was first ])Ut was incorrect but in its jireseut toriii, it is technically 
correct. 


Mauivf ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8; My (|uestion is, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly state whether he considers the desirability of instruct- 
ing the District Magistrates for the equitable distribution of the cases 
among the competent lawyers. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Although I would like it to be so, 1 cannot hold out any promise to 
anybody that it will be done in the interests of the pleaders. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state whether Ik* considers it desirable to issue instructions for 
the distribution of cases among the competent lawyers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is very difficult. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is the llon’ble Minister aware that in the 
district of Murshidabad, Crown Briefs are not distributed to the panel 
pleaders by rotation? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order, does that arise? 

Mauivi ABDUL* BARI: That comes under clause (g). 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Then you can put it. 
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Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that.^tt the 
district of Murshidabad, Crown Briefs are not circulated by rotation 
to the panel pleaders hut are distributed only by preferential ThoieeP 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I would say that this, also is in the discretion of the District Ma^?istrate. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Employment of youths. 

3. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: AVill the ITon’hle Minister 
in charire of the Home (Appointment') Department lie pleased to state — 

(a) wliat provision ilo tlie (Tovi'rnment projiose to mak(‘ for the 
employment oi' youths sus|HHted of comjilicity in jiolitical 
offences; and 

(h) wlietlier the (lovernmcnt lia\e in contemplation any scheme for 
providing,'’ suitable (‘luploMuent to the \as( number of 
unemploytMl Muslim youths, free of eomplicity in political 
offences; if not, why not? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) The htm’ble member 
is invited to refer to the communiijue on the subject which was lately 
issued by (iovernment on the 5th January, 1938, where a fuller state- 
ment is made than would he possible in answer to this question. 

(b) Unemployment as a f^-eneral question is in the j)ortf(>lio of the 
Hon’hle Minister in chaij>'e of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment, and any information regarding (tovcinmenCH policy in that 
matter may In? obtained from that dejiiirtment by means of suitable 
questions. 


Civil court works in Bagerhat and Satkhira^ 

4. BidHi NAGENDRA NATH SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Deiiartment be pleased to state — 

(/) the total number of suits instituted in the subdivisions of 
Satkhira and Bagerhat in 1933 and 1937; 

(ii) the reasons for the variation in the number of Munsifs in these 
. subdivisions during the periods 1933 and 1937; 

(m) the total number of ministerial officers in these munsifis during 
the years 1933 and 1937 ; 
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(i/9) the total number of suits instituted in these subdivisions on the 
Tainadi day (i.e., April institutions) in 1933 and 1937; 

iv) why the number of clerks has not been increased in spite of 
increase of work; 

(vi) whether any reduction of work in those two subdivisions has 
been effected by the establishment of Debt Settlement 
Boards; and 

{vii) whether there is any dissatisfaction amonp^st the public owing 
to,, want of speedy disposal (d routine work? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIR, Khan Bahadur: 



1933. 

1937. 

(?) Satkhira 

... 7,292 

9,986 

Bagerhat 

7,967 

8,912 


(//) Both the subdivisions had two Munsits each both in 1933 and 
1937 and h(‘nc<* tluue was no variation. 

(///) Including probationers and tein|K)ra?y clerks, the figures are 
as follows: — 

1933. 1937. 

Satkhira ... 21 

Bugerhat ... 24 

{/v) The figures are as follows: — 

1933. 1937. 

Satkhira ... 5,407 7,506 

Bagcrhat ... 5,348 6,215 

(n) The question of reorganisation oi the staff of civil courts 
throughout the province is under consideration oi Oovernment. 

(vi) Nothing appreciable. 

{rii) There were two complaints — one in I93t) b\ a ])leader’s clerk 
of Bagerhat on the ground that the decree.s in rent suits were not drawn 
up in time, and tlie other in 1937 by the Secretary, Bar Association, 
Kliulna, on account (d delay in drafting and preiwiring .sale certificates. 
Necessary action was taken. 


Process-servers of Noakhali civil courts. 

5. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in cbarge of the dudieial De|>artmeut be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of clerks and. process-servers appointed in the civil 

courts, Noakhali, during last three years; and 

(б) the percentage of Mussalmans in those appointments? 
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The Holi’ble Namrab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan BahadI#: (a) 

and (h) Number ot clerks appointed in — 

1935. 1936. 1937. 

Permanent . . 4 6 3 

Temporary . . 2 2 22 

Percentage of Mussalmans in those appointments — 

1935. 1936. mi. 
Permanent . . 75 33 *3 33 *3 

Temporary . . 50 50 36 -3 

Number of process-servers appointed in — 


1935. 1936. 1937. 

Permanent , . . . . . 56 

Teni})orar3^ . . . . . . 23 

Probationer . . . . 20 

Percentage of Mussulmans in those appointments — 

1935. 1936. 1937. 

Permanent . . . . . . 48-2 

Temporary . . . . . . 56 5 

Probationer . . . . . . 55 


No new appointments under tlie (lovernment order were made in the 
process-serving establishment in the \ears 1935 and 193(1. 

% 

Audit fees from rural societies. 

6. Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative ami Kiiral Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 
has received resolution from Co-operative Bunks and rural societies 
protesting against the audit tees realised by the deimrtimmt fnun rural 
societies on the ground of hardship caused to the societies ^ 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government intend to take in the mat ter h 

MINI8TER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Mullick): ud A few <5)-op«‘iative Socieli<*s apfdie<l for rcniiNsi(»n of 
audit fees due from village soi;i|>fieS. 

(5) Remission of audit fees is granted by the department in cases of 
bard ship. 
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Staff af different communities in Communications and Biuldii^ Branch. 

7. Mauivi AULAD H088AIN KH^Hl (a) Will |Ie Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communication and Works Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for tlie 'f^resent time 
separately the numl>er of Muhammadans, Scheduled castes, Caste Hindus, 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians in the Communications and Buildings 
Branch — 

(i) Indian Service of Engineers, 

(it) Bengal Senior Service of Engineers; and 
(in) Bengal Engineering Service, old scale ? 

(h) What is the present policy of (jovernment regarding promotion 
of Assistant Engineers to the rank of Executive Engineers (Communi- 
cations and Buildings) and what is the age-limit? 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government intend taking for the 
appointment of qualified Muhammadans in the Bengal Senior Service of 
Engineers to fill up the reipiisite quota? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) iTnder the present rules. Assistant Engineers are promoted to 00 
per cent, of the ])osts of Executive Engineer. The age-limit is 40 in the 
case of officers recruited after the 2‘sJnd May, 1080. 

(c) Indians are not at present reeriiited direct to the Bengal Senior 
Service of Engineers. The question of making direct recruitment of 
Indians to this Service and also of reserving a certain jiercentage of these 
posts for Muhammadans is under consideration. 

Statej)i(’nt referred io in ihe reply to iinsUirred qveattoji No. 7, showing 
the mnnher of viemher.^ of different eoimnvnities employed in the 
Euytneering Sendees under the Defuirtment of Communication and 
ITor/w (Ciniimunieations and JhnJdings). 



Mu ham- 

Schedu- 

led 

castes. 

Caste 

Euro- 

Anglo- 

Total 


madans. 

Hindus. 

peans. 

Indians. 

(i) Indian Service 
of Engineers . . 

(ii) Bengal Senior 

Nil 

Nil 

f) 

8 

Nil 

13 

Service of Engi- 







neers 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 

Nil 

3 

(itt) Bengal Engi- 







neering Service, 
old scale 

Nil 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

NO 

23 
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Partition of the district of Mymensingh. 

i 

8. Ma^i MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
oliarge of Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Government contemplate to partition the district 
of Mymensingh in the near future; 

(h) if so, when and in what manner; 

(c) the amount spent by the Government for creating'di strict head- 
. quarters at Kishoreganj ; 

(d) the area "acfiuired by tlie Government for the purpose; 

(e) the total cost of sucli acquisition; 

(/) whether the Government have received any recommendation 
from the Collector of Mymensingh on the partition scheme; 

(g) if so, the purjiort thereof and the attitude of the (iovernment 

to it; and 

(h) the amount that will be needed both recurring and cajiital 

expenditure to give effect to the partition scheme*^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNCH ROY: {a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Rs. 4,.")4,:.1‘J. 

(d) About acres. 

(c) Rs. 3,7f),(S(in. 

(/) No othcial recommendation lias been received. 

{g) Does not arise. 

(h) There is no iiartition scheme at present under consideration of 
Government. 


Staff in the Department of Industries. 

9. Mr. 8. A. COMES: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chargf* of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing:— 

(i) the number of persons employed in each of the grades in the 
Department of Indu.stries on the 31st December, Df37 ; and 

(ti) the number of Indiafi Christians employed in each grade on 
that date? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps for encouraging the employment of properly qualified Indian 
Christians ? 
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MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibulla Bahadur, 
of Dacca): un it) A stafenient is laid on tlie Library table. 

(ii) A statement is placed on the table. 

(h) I shall make every endeavour to secure proper representation of 
Indian Christians in the posts under the department provided suitably 
qualified candidates are available. 


Statement referred to in tfie. reply to clause (»)(n) of vnsiarred question No. 9 
showing the posts at present held by the Indian (Jhristians under the 
Industries Department. ' 

Rs. 

Head MasU'r, (Jovernrnent Weaving 
School, Snri, Birbh urn .. 100 — >5 — 200 

Drawing Mastr'r, Govtirnnieiit Weaving 
Institute, SerarnjMue .. l&O — 10 — 250 


Wowc7i's Section, Oove.r^nue.nt Weming Institute, Seram pore. 

Ks. 


Lady Sujx^rintcndont 
Weaving Teacher 
Ex|XTt Weaver 

Skilled ()}K*rati^'e, B(X)t and Sho(‘ Party 
Insjxjctor of St>rieultur(‘ 

Clerk, Sericulture Section 
(’lork, St^ricultim' Section 


75—8/2—115—5/2—135—10/2-175 
00— 7/2— 95— 5/2— 140 
30— 3/2— 4t) 

70 

125—250 
4tt— 100 
35—00 


Short notice Question, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ti.cu is «»iic shoil-noticc quchlion ut Khan 
Bahadur Syed Abdul llaieez, and I un(lci‘'t.iiid, (roNciiinient is 
prepared to answer that. 

Khan Bahadur SYED ABDUL HAFEEZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir. will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Finance Department be pleased 
to sta’te — 

{a) Whether the jiresent Secretary of the Public Service Commis- 
sion Maulvi Waliul Islam is going to be replaced by a non- 
Mahomed an officer 

(h) Is it a fact that the said ofticei has retired from (loverument 
servi<*e Y 

(c) Is Government aware of the resentment of tlie Muslim 
community over this dwision? 
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The Hoil’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: (a) This que8tioti 
ig still under consideration, and nt> dct ision has yet lK*en arrived at. 

(h) and (<) does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUL HAFEEZ: When the dei ision will 
be arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: soon as 

possible. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mi. Speaker. Sir, may 
I with \our j)(‘rnns>i(ui none the <id join niiienl motion wliieh I did not 
move tile otlo'i da\. and alM.iit \>liieh \on a^ked me to make a state- 
ment ? 

Mr. BREAKER: I lia\e j^ol \oni written statement with me, hut 
could you j^ive me aii> leason why you did not move it on tlie 7lh of 
February last? 

Mr. BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I eould not move this 
adjournment motion on that day as I did not j;et an opjiortunity of 
doinp: HO. Theie wa,N one adjoin niiK'nt motimi on lh(‘ Ttli. and another 
on the ?^th. 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 think. Mi. llashemx. tiiat \ou eannot expect 
to move one adjournment motion and postjione anothei. I am veiy 
sorry. In a matter like this I am always prejiared to ^^ive reasonable 
facilities, hut 1 am afraid that, in the |>ies(*nt eiieiimstam es, 1 shall 
have to rule it out of order on the ^nound that it was iully ojxui to you 
to move it on the Tth, and you did not. 


Motion on the Rrivilege of the House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, the hoiride 
member from Mvirshidabad raised the question of the arr«*8t of an 
hon’ble member of this House. Intimation has come to us that 
the hon’ble member in question has been released on bail, and, 
therefore, tlie resolution, as worded by the hon’ble member 
opposite, ^wdU, j>erhaps, Ik* ruled out. I have sent in another resolu- 
tion connected with the privileges of the meinhers of this House to 
you, and I now beg leave to move it. 
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Mfr SPEAKER: I remred to-day notice of a privilege motion, 
and as the time was short it could not be circulated, but-I will read it 
out before the House. 

The terms of the resolution of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, are 
these : In view of the arrest of a member of this House and his deten- 
tion in custody during the present session of the Assembly and the 
consequent inability of the said member to attend the sittings of the 
House to which he was duly summoned, this Assembly is of opinion : — 

(A) that the Committee of Privilege constituted the last session be 
reconstituted with the SiM*aker as Chairman to function until 'the Rules 
and Standing Orders of the House provide otherwise and that the Com- 
mittee be instructed : — 

(7) to rej)ort on the pmsent position of the privilege of a member 
of the ]x‘gi slat lire, 

( 2 ) to recoinniend such other privileges or modifications of the 
existing ju'ivileges as ma> he denuned necessiiry for the due discharge 
of the functions of a member, and 

(•}) to draft a Rill embodying the i)rivileges as may b^^^oopa- 
mended by the Committee; or in the alternative, ’ ^ 

(//) that the Speaker lx* authorised to constitute a Committee of 
Privileges after consultatitm with the Leaders of various Croups of the 
House for the pur])(»He ami t(» secure the objects stated in (A). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, \()U want to move your resolution 
now P 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Yes, Sir. 1 want that this 
resolution should havo pnxaxbmce over all other business now before 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any object ion ? 

((Vies of “We all sujiport it’’.) 

In view of the fact tliat there is no objection to Mr. Siddiqi moving 
Ihis privilege motion now, ] rule that, as this motion lelates to 
privileges of members of this House, it should liave prioritj' and should 
be taken up before all other business. 

» 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is with 
a sen.se of responsibility and a good deal of nervousness that I have 
fathered this resolution. The reason for it is that I do not want the 
House to lose the opportunity of placing on record its views regarding 
tliis imporiant matter of its privileges. I am extremely grateful to 
you, Sir. that, in your wi.sdom, you have decided, and so has the House, 
to permit me to move it. * 
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Before 1 begin to speak on the ftotual subject-matter of the motion, 
Sir, I woiiJd like to say— and my brother members in this House will 
realise it — that J am not speaking as a party man, for our rights and 
privileges are above party loyalties and party discipline. (Cries of 
“Hear, hear”). It is on this background, that I should like the House 
to discuss this matter and ia the spirit in which it should be discussed. 

Another little difficulty that I should like to remove from my way 
is that the Honourable Member who has been arrested holds views 
diametrically opposed to mine (ni many problems affecting the social, 
political and otlitT activities of our i>eo[)le. For instaru'e, he believes 
tliart society should be divitled on an ei‘onomic basis. 1, as a Muslim, 
do not believe in that. Therefore, although 1 differ from him funda- 
mentally on certain basic ]>rinciples of Indian jaditics, 1 still feel that 
the Honourable Member should liave the right to spt'ak freely and to 
propagate his ideas as he thinks best. 

Sir, India was suspicious of the new Act, and the whole country 
rejected it, e\cej)t this that, hopidess of its being replaced by any other 
measure, most of the leading political ])arties decid(*d to work it. But 
to sav-that the (jovernment of India Act, whiidi eonfeis Ib'ovincial 
Autonomy, IS a perfect ])iece of legislation, is very far from the fact, 
arid I do think that as the framers of this Act. over whi(*h years and 
years of labour have been spent and in conne(‘tion with which many 
a Round Table Conterence was held, did not see to it that a section on 
the question of i)rivilege was incorporated in it, the sus])ieion does 
get a foundation, The\ ha<l before them the whole history of the 
House of Commons; they had before them the whole historv of the 
constitutions of the (.'olonies and the Dominions in the Briiish Ibnjjire. 
and yet the Government of India Act leaves this importjiiit problem of 
the privileges of members of legislatures and the privileges of a 
Provincial House of legislature untouched. It does mak(‘ one doubt the 
intentions of the framers ot the Act. 

Sir, we are asked to adopt in tofo the j>rineij)]es followed b_\ the 
Mother of Parliaments, The t»rovincial legislatures in India, as also 
the Central JiCgislature, are supposed to be rejdicas of the Mother of 
Parliament.* We try to folhnv the ideas and conventions ot the British 
Parliament. I do hold, and the House will agree with me, that in this 
most important convention, and even law' of the Parliament, we shall 
b* doing right in trying to folb)W' the Mother of ]*arliaments and the 
la\^' laid down by it on tlie subje<‘t by those who have nurtur(*d the 
British constitution. I shall not bore the House by giving a history of 
the fight be^w’een the Crown and the representatives of the peo]>le in 
the stormy days of the Stuarts: 1 shall not place Indore tlie House the 
thousand and one law cases in which the fight between the Crown and 
the representatives of the people has gone in favour of the representa- 
tives; but when I translate bodily these conventions, laws and the 
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principles underlying the rif^hts and prhuleges of a House of Legis- 
lature 1o India, 1 do feel a bit disturbed, because here the Crown is 
six thousand miles away and its representatives in India sometimes 
take the law into their own hands. I hold, Sir, that now that we have 
been given a measure of autonomy the time has come when the effort 
of the executive, whether in the Civil »Service or in the Police Service, 
to retain its sui>j,)remacy, should and must be curbed. They shall not. 
rule the Cabinet or thg (iovernment ol the day: they shall not phu‘e 
us an.\ more in awkward j»ositions, because the (ilovernment is now, 
in a wfT> , responsible t«) this House. The ('abinef must rule the Services 
and not tlic Services tlie (’abinet. 'J’he Cabinet must dictate the policy 
and it must tell these agents who have to carr> its policy into opera- 
tion, that the attgle of vision — that much hackneyed expressi^-^is 
literally (‘hanged. They have got to be told that the> too hav^ To 
chjinge accordinglv and carry out tire poli(‘\ laid down b\ the (jovern- 
meiit . 

In a ctise of the character that has come before us so suddenly it is 
not that one ^lember of tin* H«»um* has been sibuiced but that there are 
greater issues involved in it — the mattcu- is of great and .serioint import- 
ance*. Sir, it should be icmembered that b\ such restraint a certain oon- 
stituencN remains unrepresented and, if >ou go a bit furflier, it will be 
realised that if a Member be kej>f out and a constitiieney kept iinre- 
pr(‘sented, we have got to decide wbetber (Ik* House is fuW\ constituted 
and i>roperl> re])res(‘ntative. If a m(‘mber remains outside at bis own 
free will tliaf is a ditVerent matter, but if a nu‘mb(*r is foreibl> kept <»ut. 
I submit, the House is not fully and projieriv repiesentative, and for that 
reason, Sir, wiiatever representation we have got hecomes unreal and 
illusory. 1 do rrot projrose to go int(r tlo* (b'tails of the east*, because 
i might be t(dd tliat the matter i.s .^uh fudn'c. I might be told that 
action lias ali'cadv bt*en takt‘n and if 1 go into details and try put 
before ilit* House ni\ o\mi point «»l view, the High Court will perhaps 
come down u|mmi me. 'riierefore. Sir, I sfiall s(*(*k safety : but I do 
lielieve that the leaders of the repit‘sentati ves in the Hritisb House of 
Commons through its Speaker- have established ])reeedents and conven- 
tions, and ev(‘n dudgt's of the English High ('ourt have-itfhod by the 
rights of the j»eo])Ie; and here I tio feel that even thtj, Judges of -the 
Calcutta High Court will not be ashamt*d — will be in fact proud— Hlf 
following in the footstejrs td the great judges who have acteJ as' 
pillars of the Hritish constitution and who formulated many of the 
fundamental ]uinei]>les of the British eonstitutioir in days gone by. I 
think that every Knglishman i-ealises that his lights — his common law 
rights, constitutional rights and his righV^ as a (Jtizen — are in 

the hands of the Judges ot the British High ('oiirt. I submit. Sir, that 
this view do prevail in India also for the siniple reason that although 
clever lawyers may try to find subleties ilnd legiU (juibbles to side-track 
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I^reat and important ifisnes, I hold that the fundamental ri^fhts of a 
Citizen, the fundamental riprhts of his representative in a House of 
Legislature supersede every other law: every other law which is 
repugnant to the subject, the context and spirit of the riglds of a 
citizen should go hy the board. I am anxious that we shoiihl establish 
these rights and privileges on such a high ])edestal that the ordinary 
}>ractitiouers (»f law should feel tliat it will be of grave and serious conse- 
(|uence if they are diturbed or meddled with. 

J may also place before the House another aspect of this problem. 
The new Houses of Legislaturt* in Tmliaii provinces have been Ja*ying, 
since the’ acb’ent of the new constitution, to ])ul their Houses in order, 
fof they want peace, they want time to study, the\ want to put their 
heads togetlier and concert measures to pusli India a bit fcuward. If 
a|'Si|oli a time tin* executivt* through its agt‘nts tries to side-track the 
miitds of the representatives of the |)eople of the province through a 
polic>‘ of pin-i)rick^, ]iettv persecutions. incoiiveni(*nces and irritations. 

J am certain that my felhjw-members in this House will (piasli tinhesitat- 
ingl> all such *attem])ts at the voin start. \\'e have all »‘omc — the 
(’ongress as well as the Muslim Iii*agm* t(j this IIousi* after having 
declai’ed publicly that repressive laws in the bind must he repealed. I 
consider thht repression reacdies its e\ln*mc height when an t‘lected 
repn‘seijtative of the people i.s debarred troiii takiiiy jiart in the discus- 
sions iu the House to which he has been elected. a?id. therefore, I am 
bold enough to assert that the ('oiigress as well as the Muslim League 
with its Praja link udll look at this aspect of the i|uestion with disfavour. 
J think that in a (piestion like this the House should send forth a call 
and declare its will and j[deasure in no unmeasured t(‘rms on this impor- 
tant problem whiidi has eoine before us 1o-da\. Let every man and 
woman in Hengal he told that he or she is irei* to hold any politii'nl 
opinions, that he oi >he is eijuallv free lo pro]»agate any idea so long as 
H is prujiagaled in a decent and <’onsliiutional manner. It the actioji 
of tlie executive j.'ocs unchallenged in this case it creates a situation 
W'hich I shudder to think. To-da,\ it is the lasc of a rejMcsenlative 
who wanted to go to Lomilla : let us think of another ]»ossihi lity . Let 
us visualise an occasion when the voting is likelv to la* evenly balanced, 
wdien the i^tijjig is likely to be a neck and ne<*k race between two groups 
in this Hoiifle. What is there to stop tlie executive from trumping up 
^aginary charges against two or three members to kee]) them away 
, J|li(k to, stop them from attending this House on a particular day to 
record tbeir votes. We have g^ot to tackle this problem seriously as a 
questiew of principle. To-day it may be the present (tovernment hut 
to-morrow' it may be that the Opposition wdll take charge of the res- 
ponsibilities of ofSge. If they decide that I should not be allow'ed to 
st>ej& to a certain motion it w'ould be the easiest thing for them just .to 
bring a charge against^ ^e and keep me aw’a> from the House, 
Therefore it is for inj own safety that to-day I liave taken up this 
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problem and am trying to place it before the House with all th#^ 
-sincerity that I possess. In doing so lam not in any way trying 
to cast any reflection on the Cabinet and particularly on my Hon’ble 
friend the Minister for Home Affairs. Personally, I was rather 
astounded at the fact that there were members still in this House 
who were not prepared to acknowdedge the generous and sportsmanlike 
mannet in which the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Home Affairs 
came out ih the matter of the release of the detenus. I, as an Indian, 
am grateful to him and I feel that he has eclipsed all other Cabinets 
in every other Province (Cries of hear, hear.) The Hon’ble Minister 
may have done it out of his owui heart but I want to give credit to 
him, to his colleagues and to the officers concerned. Let them go 
ahead in the same spirit. Let them not be disturbed by what a petty 
Collector or a petty Superintendent of Police may say or do. Let 
them decide here on the facts placed before them by the representatives 
of the people; let them realise that Indians to-day are 
imbued with a mentality (piite different from that w^hich' prevailed 
at the time when the country was ruled by tlie Indian Civil Service 
which the lute Moliamed Ali de.scribed as neither Indian nor Civil nor 
composed of Servants of the public. 

If this kind of running away with the rights of the citizens is 
permitted the legislative machinery. Provincial Autonomy and our 
progress constitutionally become a farce. We have got to establish 
conventions and practices for this House. We connot wait for 
centuries like the llritish House of Commons to do this. We have 
got to take all the rights that any House of Legislature either in the 
British Empire or outside it has, for we cannot wait long w’ith 
patience. The Colonial Parliaments were given the rights for which 
the Englishman fought for centuries. Only one section enumerates 
them in their constitutions. It is therefore right and correct that 
we too should at once take all the rights that we can without waiting 
for forming any convention, without waiting for long decades till 
the executive has run riot and played havoc with them. We are not 
demandmg anything new^; we are demanding something which has 
alretnly been granted in other Constitutions and to other Parliaments; 
we are demanding something which has been considered reasonable 
and appropriate for other parts of the British Commonwealth. If I 
were demanding something .silly or something nonsensical, I ’^'ould at 
once accept the weakness of luy ease. Let us put our heads togethejf. 
Let every group in this House come out with suggestions. Let us then 
give a lead not only to Bengal but to every Province in India, because 
none has yet tackled this problem or given thought to it seriously. 

Coming down to what we actually want, I have found a phrase in 
an old English description of what a parliamentary privilege means. 
It means that the “liberties, franchises, privileges and jurisdictions 
of Parliament are the ancient and undoul^ted birthright and inheritenoe 
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iSi the subjects of England’ \ I want to have these for India and for 
Bengal. The Speaker in each House of Parliament has many privi- 
leges, but that I shall leave to the Committee which I am suggesting 
to the House to appoint. But the more important among these rights 
are the right of collective access to the Crown; freedom from arrest; 
freedom of speecli and freedom of association ; power to inflict punish- 
ment on members and non-niemhers and the last, against which there 
is a section in the (joverninent of India Act, whicli we shall have to try; 
and get amended, to the eflect that this House become the High ('ourt 
of Parliament in Bengal. Fntil we reach that stage we shall not 
attain our full stature. 

•I have not been able to study the sul>je(‘t in greater detail, hut t 
privilege is taken awa\ from a memlier of a House of representatives 
only on two grounds — treason ami felony. Treason is capable of man;f 
interpretations but in the English law treason is akin to murder. It 
is one of the most imi)ortant and one of the most heinous crimes in 
the British Bst of crimes, Imt in India anybody cjin he arraigned of 
this crime. Those who have had the or-casion to study the sad history 
of those two terrible and mdorious Sections of the Indian Penal Code, 
124A and lodA, will agree with me that Indians have been perse('uted 
in the name ot the “(Government established by law” in this country 
on flimsy grounds and on chaiges that would not have stood the light 
of day in any other country. When we talk of tre^ison and felony in 
India, we have got to think of them in onr own terms. Even an inno- 
cent misdemeanour is liable to he considered as a treasonable crime 
under the semi-martial law conditions obtaining in Bengal to-day. 
Questions wbich do not involve a moral turpitude, shall not be inter- 
fered with or punished. 

I realise that 1 have taken up a good <leal time. The law as it stands 
to-day leaves much to be desired. Section H, of the (Tovernment of 
India Act of 1985, say.s: 

‘ ^there 'shall be freedom of speech in every Provincial Legislature 
an(Hio member of the liegi.slature shall be liable to any 
proceedings in any court in respect of anything said” or any 
vote given by him in the Legislature or any committee thereof 
and no person shall be so liable in respect of tlie publication 
by or under the authority of the f’hamber of such a Legis- 
lature of any report, paper, votes or proceedings”. 

It gives us freedom of speech inside the Chamber and freedom from 
prosecution on the publication of what we have said. But as the 
Reforms Enquiry Committee, in reference to legislatures in other parte 
of the Empire tells us: 

“the matter has been generally dealt with by the enactment of a 
provision in their Acts of (onstitution ehaWing the Legis- 
lathres to define their own powers, privileges and immunitiee 
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with the restriction that they should not exceed tho.se for the 
time being enjoyed by the British House of (’ommons. 
Eventually no doubt similar provision will be made in the 
(institution of British India.” 

About 4ffidia, the same Committee says: 

“we fteel ihat the legislatures and the members thereof have not 
beerr given by the (jovernment of India Act all the jirotection 
** that they need.” 

It was the obvious dut> of those who framed the (Ttovernment of 
India Act to include a section in the Act on this important point. But 
as they have not done so, I liold, that we shall lie absfdiitely within* our 
rights to legislate on it because we have the power to do .so, under 
section 71, clause (.-) ot the (Government of India Act of IDdo, which 
lays down that : 

“the jirivilege.s of members of a (’hamber of a Provincial Legis- 
lature shall be such as may from time to time be defined by Act 
of the Provincial Legislature and until so defined shall be 
such as wtue immediatel\ befoie the commencement of this 
Part of til is Act.’* 

In the <ild Act ot lltPi, Section llH, .supjfoved to have given 
privileges, but to whom!*' — to the (roveinor-tieneral, to the (lovernors 
ot 1‘rovinees, to the Members ot their L.\e('uti\e ('oumuls, and to the 
Ministers; am] e\en ihen only against the “original jui'isdiction of 
any High C'ourt”;" Any third class honoiary magistrate could have 
taken to task any Minister «>r perha})^ even the (rovernor! You. Mr. 
Speaker, would not have been safe undei that l.iw. 

J shall now ti’N to look at anotiier aspect ot the motion. If you 
think I am a bit ot a vi.sionary then \n\ rejily is; J am. 1 hold that if 
we are united as a whole House on this problem, it may be that it will 
bung' us together ami nearer to deliberate jointly on other problems 
which atlect the country as a whole. 'Ihe ditfeiences Ifetw’een the (k)n- 
gres> and the licague ma.\ remain, but a hajijuer day will dawn when 
we shall have looked at least at one juoblem trom the same angle of 
vision and in the same manner. Who knows that one may become two 
and two become five and ultimately we may reach a stage where there 
shall be no iliderence between the two political bodies in India and, 
joined together, we may go forward and fight for the rights of India. 
We shall be opening up new vistas and new avenues of co-operation 
if we have established the rights of this House of every member 
in it, and coming generations will^ perhaps fdess us, for what we 
have done. 1 seek the support of the whole House. I seek the support 
of the Government, the (^ongress and our European and Anglo-Indian 
friendvS, of the Praja section and the scheduled and non-scheduled caste 
members and, in fact, of every individual meirhe** this House, because 
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it affects every one of us individually and collectively. We have got to 
establish our status, vre have got to tell those who #ant to interfere 
with our rights that it shall not be permitted any more. I look to the 
Hciuse to support me, but I look up to you also, Sir, to guide U| and 
lead us through to success. The Speakers in the long hJ^tory of the 
Mother of Parli^nient.s had led the country on the right path. The 
very word ‘speaker’ means a person who speakes for and on behalf xd 
the people and stands up for the rights of the people. 

My resolution, Sir, is rather a long one. I could not curtail it. 
It reads:— 

In view of the arrest of a member of this House and his detention 
in custody during the jirehent se.ssioii of the Assembly and the conse- 
quent inability of the said Memher to attend the sittings of the House 
to which he was duly summoned, this Assembly is of opinion — 

(a) that the Committee of Privilege constituted lust session be re- 
constituted with the Speaker as Chairman to function until the Rules 
and Standing Onlers <d the House provide otluMwisi* ancl that the 
Comiiiitee be instrm ted — 

(1) to report on the i)resent position of the privilege of a member 
of the Legislature, 

{2) to recf)mmeii(l sucli other privileges or modifications of exist- 
ing privileges as may be deemed necessary for the due dis- 
charge of the functions of a member, and 
(3) to draft a Bill embodying the privileges as may be recom- 
mended by the Committee; or in the alternative, 

(h) tliat the Speaker }>e authoristMl t»> constitute a Commillee of 
IVivilege after consultation with the Leaders of various 
GrouTjs of the House for the jmrpose and to seinire the 
objects stated in (ti). 

In this Sir, I just mention what I w'ant and what rny demand is. 
I did not know that a Committee of Privilege was elected just for a 
session. I was under the impression that its life coincided with the 
life of the Chamber, but I was wrong. That is why I have suggested 
that the same T^ommittec should function after re-election. In the 
last session we left you out, Sir, but I am now suggesting to the 
Hou.se that we should have our Speaker as the Chairnmn of the 
Committee. The Conference of Speakers held at Delhi has gone into 
and will go into the many intricate problemn that arise in connection 
with Provincial" Legislatures. Madras may find a solution which we 
* may not like here, and United Provinces may differ from Bombay, 
but as you alone, Sir, "ill be able to attend that Conference, I think 
that we shall have sent a good and faithful advocafe to fight our cause 

ir 
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along with your brother Speakers from the other provinces, when they 
meet at the Speakers’ Conferince. In demanding that we be allowed 
to legislate on the question of our rights, 1 am asking for nothing extra- 
ordinary. We are allowed to do that under section 71, clause { 2 ), of 
the *«?5ci8ting^ law. 

(At this stage the hon’ble member reached the time-limit but was 
allowed two minutes to finish his speech.) 

There may be a difference of opinion as to whether the Speaker 
should be authorised, as I say, to select members for the Committee. 
But, Sii, this is the j)ractice of the House of Commons. There the 
S[»eaker is alloued to select members of the (kiininittee of Privilege 
and if the House gives that right to the Speaker here, I shall be only 
too ha])py. If the House feels that the Speaker should not be 
given tlial right then I suggest that the old Committee, in ordei' to 
avoid delay, be reconstituted the Committee of Privilege for this 
session. 

On the first day. Sir, the hon’ble member opposite drew your 
attention to this problem in a most telling sentence. He begged of you, 
Sir, “to make history”. He Iw^gged of you, Sir, to see that the 
executive did not interfere with our riglit^. I re})eat that request, 
Sir, to-day. I repeal tliat re(iuest to yrm and also to every individual 
member of tliis Hou«p. l^ei us j)ut our slioulders to tlje wlieel. Let 
us all make history; let us put our S])eakpr in a position so that this 
House sliall reinain unassailable b_\ any act of the executive. Let us, 
Sir, declare openly and publicly in this Chamber that we are determined 
to give to ourselves the rights and privileges that an elected representa- 
tive of the country sliould have and when that call has been made, at 
least l(»yal and stont hearts will echo and rc-echo it from every 
nook and corner of Bengal and throughout the length and breadth 
of tlie Province. Sir, 1 feel tliat the ])restige and dignity of this 
House will he my support when T make tlds demand, and 1 am hold 
enough to hope that the prestige of tl»e existing Government will also 
he helund it. The success we achieve will he great. Nobody shall 
then be able to interfere with or as.sail cuir rights. Let us make 
history. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion which Mr. Abdur Eahman Siddiqi has 
moved will he placed on the table of members during the prayer interval 
and in view of the appeal which has been made botlf by Mr. Siddiqi 
to-day and by l)r. Nalinaksba Sanyal on a previous day, I impose to 
give my ruling on certain aspects of the question immeSiately after the 
prayer interval. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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{After adjournment.) 

i 

Mr. SPEAKER’S RULINcI 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before discussion on this motion proceeds I ' 

refer to the matter whicli was hrouR'ht to my nolice on Wednesday last 
by the hon'tde member represen tin^r the Muslim (diamber of (^ommerce 
who drew my attention a matter of privilege brought before me by 
the hon'ble member representing Presidency Division, Municipal, 
General and the House will remember that at that time 1 decided that 
the -matter does not re(|uire any remarks from me on the ground that 
a motion connected with the incident was tahle<I. Since then I have 
had an opportunity to go into the matter once again in view of the 
privilege motion given notice of for to-day and I must say, I have been 
considerably relieved to find that it is the intention to place the position 
of privilege of memhers of this House on a definite and uneciuivocal 
footing. It is not necessary iiierefore for me to enunciate the privileges 
of the members of this House as the matter will have to be examined in 
details if the resolution is carried. But I feel there is one mutter which 
requires a decision on my part even in the present circumstances and 
even if the resolution is carried. 

Every member of the legislature is under a constitutional oldigation 
to attend the service of the House to which he belocgs and in the House 
of t'ommons at one time the personal service of every member was 
required with ronNe(pieiit ]>enalty for non-attendanoe. * Although the 
penalty is no longer a}»plicable, the I/egislatiA'c declaration of the duty 
of a member remains on tlie Statute Book and in the House of Gommons 
there have been numerous occasions for summoning absent members to 
attend the service of the House. On ordinary occasions, however, the 
attendance of members in the service of Parliament has not been 
enforced by the House, but when any special biisiness was about to be 
undertaken steps have been taken to secure their presence. This atten- 
dance upon service of Parliament includes an obligation to fulfil duties 
imposed upon Members by orders and regulations of the House, and in 
the House of (ommons unless leave of absence has been obtained, a 
member is not to be excused from such attendance. It is also to 
facilitate the attendance of members witl^out interruption that at the ' 
commencement of each session both the Houses of Parliament give 
directions that the Commis-sioner of the metropolis shall keep during 
sessions the streets leading to the Houses of Parliament free and open 
with no obstruction to hinder passages thereto. 

There ^fs no specific provision for attendance in the Government of 
India Act or in the rules and regulations and standing orders of the 
House on the lines indicated above. But under the Government of 
India Act H fojj 60 days a Member of a Chamber is absent without 
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permission from meetings thereof, the Chamber may declare his seat 
vacant. This legal right of the Chamber has its constitutional implica- 
tions, namely, that it is th# inherent right of a Chamber to have the 
infonnation if a member is absent and it also follows that if any member 
4l*ninable to attend the meetings of this House for any reason outside 
his own free will, the House can always claim the right to get the 
informations as to the reasons of such compelled absence. 

It follows therefore that when a member* is arrested on criminal 
charges, the House must be informed immediately, the cause for which 
he is detained from service of the legislature. This is in consonance 
with the Parliamentary practice and the Legislative provisions in 
England. In an instance occurring in the Province of the Punjab the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. A. C'asson, c.s.i., President of the Punjab Legislative 
Council, claimed this information not as a matter of right but as a 
matter of courtesy. Tliat was under the old Government of India Act 
which did not provide for any right of the ('hamber to declare a seat 
vacant due to absence. That right under the old Act was vested in the 
Governor and as such it could not be claimed as of right on behalf of 
the House. Now that i^ht of declaring a seat vacant has devolved 
upon the Chambers of Legislature, I hold that it is the constitutional 
right of this House to immediately know if a member is unable to 
attend for any circumstances beyond his control. It is not in any way 
to question the validity of any such act nor to enter into the fact of such 
arrest, but to enable the House to carry out its obligations as legislature 
that it is entitled to have the information if and when a member is 
arrested or detained. I hold therefore that whenever a member of this 
House is detained or arrested which may enforce his absence from the 
House, the fact should be immediately communicated to the Speaker. 
In enunciating this principle I am not in any way taking upon myself 
on behalf of this House that this is in any way intended to deter the 
course of administration, executive or judicial to function in the legiti- 
mate di.scharge of the duties which is vested in them by Law. They 
may and indeed must continue to act in any manner they choose, but if 
a member is arrested or detained it is the inherent right of the House in 
view of the present provisions of the Government of India Act to know 
the fact that he has been .so arrested or detained. It will of course, he 
lor the Committee of Privilege to consider as to the substantive rights 
■of a member in matters of privileges. All I am now concerned with is 
onl>^ on the point of information as to the arrest or detention of any 
.member of the House on criminal or anf other process, whenever such 
arrest or detention of a member hampers him in the discharge of his 
duties to this House or in the discharge of his duties imposed upon 
him by standing orders or rules of this House. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to second 
the motion moved so ably by my esteemed friend of the Muslim Chamber 
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of Commerce. It is no small pleasure for me^ Sir, to find a stalwart 
of the Coalition group sponsoring and in fact initiating a momentous 
motion of this character. It really leaves me har4|y any room to 
improve upon his brilliant appeal to head and heart. I would jiKst 
formally second the motion, and point out to the House that th^ 
Government of India Act gives us ample powers and ample opptjfi 
tunities to create history as my esteemed friend has appealed to the 
House for. Section 71 of the Government of India Act only lays down 
the minimum privilege of freedom of speech in this House and freedom 
of publication of that speech, but it at tlie s4ime time provides for any 
other privilege that this legislature might think necessary U) secure 
through legislation of this House itself. In fact such a ])rivilege can 
go very much beyond wliat is at |>resent enjoyed by any Hailiament of 
the world. If that is felt necessary, I am sure the House will not 
hesitate to ensure siudi freedom in the cause of better debate, in the 
cause of freedom of action, frtHMlom of spee(h and freedom in every* 
direction. 

I would jii"! like to l<»U(h (ui one aspect of the hiw \vlii(di my 
esteemed friend has, 1 4im afraid, not brought to light. That is tliis. 

I have some doubts whether it is permissible for the Government or 
the executive of the Government to st<ip any member from attending 
this meeting whi( h is sumimmed by virtue of the jmwers vested by the 
Government of India Act of IlhSo. The Ghamber is summomnl by His 
Kxcellenc.y tlie (ioxernor under Section of the Government of Tmlia 
Act. If a memher is at tlie siine time prevented from attemling by an 
agent of that very (rovernoi acting not nmler the authority of the 
Government of India Act, but on the authority of any other legisLition 
which is derived from an inferior Parliament, I mean from an inferior 
legislature, I am not sure if this Act could ])e legal at all. However, 
that is a matter that will he looked into at a later stage. Furl her, 
although I am not quite sure of any provision, so far as present legis- 
lative provisions in the Act go, I am cpiite confident of one thing, and 
in that the Ilon’lile the Speaker himself has given his ruling, tluit in 
every case of arrest or detention outside this House there must he 
reporting of the incident. s leading to the arrest or circmnsfances of 
<fetention to the House immediately the IIouHe meets. That is the 
practic/e in the British House of Commons. 

The incidents leading to the arrest or the circumstances of detention 
of a member is*required to be reported to the House immediately Hie- 
House meets. That is the provision in the British House of Commons 
and in almost all progressive Parliaments. I would just leave matteri, 
at that. I believe there will be complete unanimity so far as this 
resolution^ is concerned, because the resolution does not touch the 
question of details and leaves all these details to be worked out by the 
Committee of Privileges which we had ourselves appointed some time 
ago. I want also to submit, Sir, that while a question or a motion for 
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privilege, is given precedence over all other motions, Parliamentary 
practice in regard to such motions is that without considerable discus- 
sion and debate ihese motions are put to vote. To-day happens to be 
a day for the non-official Bills. We have already had one day for non- 
-Ibfficial Bills lost. The momentous character of this motion required 
us to postpone discussion of the Bills but let us not unnecessarily drag 
discussions and let us give some opportunity to the non-official Bills to 
survive. With this appeal I second the motion moved by my esteemed 
friend and I submit to the Hon’ble Speaker that he would take the 
sense of the House wliether a motion like this should be straiglitaway 
put to vote or he would allow much discussion thereon. 


Mr. SPEAKER: What 1 propos(‘ 1o do is that immediately after 
tlie Leaders of the different groups have spoken — if they are at all willing 
to s])eak — 1 would consider ibe matter. In the meantime we shall go on 
with till* motion. 


Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr Speaker, may I submit, 
Sir, that when a question of ])rivilege is under discu.s'iioii in the house, 
it is usual to move it and formally get it seconded and then it is put to 
vote without discussion, bei'ause it is a matter of privilege. I hope 
that procedure will be followed particularly because to-day is a private 
members’ bill day. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii , 1 would like to diaw 
your attention to the fact that here the motion is not raising the question 
of privileges at all. It is merely a question of individual privilege, but 
the idea is that a committee be formed to frame privileges and I think, 
in this conne.\ion, discussion is necessary so that the members may not 
be misled into considering what are the jirivileges and what cannot be 
the jirivileges of this House. 

Mr. ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sir, I support the resolution now 
before this House. The arguments in support of the re.solution have 
been very exhaustively put before the House by the proposer and I do 
not think it is nece.ssary to .say much in respect of it. All that I desire 
to urge is that the Hou.se is the custodian of the interests of the people. 
It should see that the representatives of the people are not prevented 
from exercising their functions as such representatives by any executive 
Act. Tlie question as to what are the^ privileges that should be safe- 
guarded is one that this resolution desires to investigate. I think 
they should be carefully investigated, and after investigation, when 
the privileges are laid down, the House should see that those privileges 
are dot interferred with. With these words I support the resolution. 
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Mfi M. SHAM8U00IN AHMED: I will only formally support the 
resolution moved by Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi. I do not want to 
speak on this as it concerns the privilejjres of the members of this House 
and no ona disagrees on the text of the resolution that is placed before 
the House. I would only reiterate what my friend Dr. Sanyal has said* 
To'day being a non-official members' day, I hope, Sir, 'without dis- 
cussion, this unanimous resolution, may be passed. As the Hon'ble the 
Home Minister has said that it requires discussion, I do not understand 
what he means by this; either he means to oppose it or he means to 
sui)port it. I do not think. Sir, it affects the Home Minister at all in 
thi‘i. Therefore, 1 hope the House will acce]>t this resolution without 
further di.sciis>ion. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: A this stage I want to know 
if the Home Minister is going to opjxise. I do not think. There are 
other members on this side of the House who may speak for this resolu- 
tion — it being a resolution of privileges. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 onl\ rise to 
give my wli(dehearied support to tin* resolution tliat has Ixuui so uldy 
moved by my oteenied triend Mr. Alwlur Hahmafi Siddi(ji. He deserves 
tlie coMgratulai ion the whole House on the move that he has taken. 
He has exhaustivel.s gi\en all the arguments, in favour of a resolution 
like this, and I do not like to waste tlie time of the House by repeating 
the arguments whieh have already been put forward, I would only 
like to point out one thing- The resolution has two jiarts. First of all 
the resolution seeks to constitute a committee of privileges and secondly 
or in the alternative, that the Sj)eaker be authorised to constitute a 
committee. Therefore, Sir, if this resolution is accepted in the tonn in 
which it has been drafted, J.do not know who wdll actually give effect to 
the resolution. Wliether the (’ummittee of Privileges w'ili be formed by 
this House or the Syieaker will constitute it. 1 tlierefore think, Sir, 
that it is time that we should concentrate our attention on one jiart of 
the resolution. For my.self, T think, it i.s a fit case in wdiich the Speaker 
whom "we consider to he the custodian of the privileges of the Hou.se, 
may be authorised to constitute a Committee of l^rivileges with the 
object as stated in the Resolution. With this suggestion, Sir, I give my 
wholehearted sui)port. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have looked into the matter my.self and I 
propose to put it before the House in separate parts, one after another, 
and get the opinion of the members. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to lend 
xny support to the motion for consideration of the privileges of the 
members of this House moved by my esteemed friend, philosopher and 
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guide, coming from the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. I also 
consider that this is a question of vital importance for every member 
of this House. For, without a definition of our rights and privileges 
and witljout proper safeguard for the free expression of our opinion, 
pur work as members of this House is bound to suffer. We are, Sir, 
here in our rapaciiy as politicians, as men who are entrusted with the 
promulgation of legislation for the proper welfare of the country. 
The fir.st and foremost prerequisite is the right of perfect freedom of 
Hjjeech and freedom of expn^Hsion of opinion ; however diverse they 
may he, or however repugnant to certain specific interests they may 
be. AW cannot decide on the best course of action, till we have 
entertaiiKnl, dis('ussed atid debated upon every possible alternative, 
for out of such discussions alone, can the Truth emerge. Our first 
demand therefore, Mr. Speaker, is that our right to express any 
opinion w(‘ lik<* to su])port or to criticise the (.Tovernment or other 
public institiitioijs shall be inviolate. As rei)resentative8 of the 
pe(q)lc, we derive our strcngtii and authority trom public support, and 
therefore it is our right that whatever we may do in the public 
interest, sliall be correctly ami accurately ]ej)()rt(‘d and represented by 
the Press as well as on the platform. Here, J Jiave to point out uitb 
legrt't, that untort unately many of the jaiptus in our eountry do not 
observe th(‘ high slandaids, uhieh one may exjieet from honest journa- 
lism. I do not want to make any invidious distinction, hut 1 can say 
witlnuu an.\ tear ot contradi<’tion that then* are ])a])ers whitdi abuse 
tlu'ir great j)osition of trust and responsibility and embitter the rela- 
tions ht‘tueen the communities instead of im])roving them. 

Our third demand, Mr. Speaker, Sir, is immunity from persecution 
or j)rosecntion for any b(HKi fidv statement made or opinion expressed 
on the floor of tliis Ifousc. Xo one, Mr. Speaker, Sir, has a monojioly 
of triitli, and we know that llie legislators are as liable to err as any 
other human being. Nevertheless, it is our duty to do whatever we 
consider best under any circumstances, and our demand is whether 
sucli action he right or wrong, there shall he no attempt to intimidate 
us or i)lnce any restrictions upon our comnlete freedom (Cries of 
“Hear, hear” from ('ongress Ifeiiches), to act according to our best 
lights. This, Sir, is a right which I would not have jiientioned, but 
for the fact that in our country there is unfortunately a tendency to 
regard differences of ojiinion as signs of enmity, and atten^ts are 
often made to colour or prejudice our opinions by considerations that 
are not strictly relevant. 

Our next demand, Mr. Speaker, Sir, is that as legislators we are 
entitled to know what is happening in the country. It is, therefore, 
our right to receive such information as may be in the possession of 
Government with regard to matters of public importance. I go fur- 
ther and say that not only have we a right to receive such information 
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but we have the further right of knowing the broad policy and pro- 
gramme which Government may have under contemplation. It is, 
therefore, our demand, Sir, that formulation of policy shall first be 
expressed on the floor of this House, and I submit, Sir, that it is we 
who keep Government in power and as such we have a right to know 
what Government propose to do on any particular matter. For the 
lack of this knowledge, we are often placed in a false j)osition. 

In this connection, 1 should like to make it clear that though we 
are supporting Government, we are expecting in return from them a 
proper aj>preciation of our difiiculties. I do not })ro]>oHe to embarrass 
Government by citing instances at this stage. We members do not 
want to know what {larticular ste])s (iovcoinncnt take, or what parti- 
cular executive orders Government pass. What we want to knftw is, 
the policy or prog’ramme whii li Government \\ant to work out, and we 
insist on our rig-ht to know this, Ixdbre the publif^ation of the ])(»licy for 
the information of the general public. 

As to privilege outside the House, I think a member ought to be 
granted immunity from arrest when he is travelling on duty in connec- 
tion with the work of the Assembly or any public duty, or when he is 
actually attending a session of the Legislative Assembl\. There ought 
to be provision tor that. In short, members should be granted com])lete 
immunity from ariest unless inv(dved in a criminal offence, and 1 feel 
that members should not be arrested on mere .suspicion. The IVdice 
have got wide powers to arrest a man on suspici{)n, but a member of 
the legislature should not be lightly arrested on mere suspicion. 

My next demand is that in districts or subdivisions members of the 
legislature should have precedence over all Government servant, 
because it is they who represent the public. In general policy of local 
administration, particularly in matters of rural welfare, members 
should have a say. I do not want that District Officers should consult 
the members in details of administration, but if their counsel or advice 
or co-operation is kindly sought for in matters of public welfare, members 
of this House, I feel sure, will readily co-operate with the local officers, 
and that will be more conducive to the good of the people. The old 
order of things has to give place to the new (Cries of “Hear, hear” from 
Congress benches). That will make Government more popular. You 
know, Sir, that if the people know’ through their representatives that 
their grievances have been heard by the local officers, that is something 
to appease their minds. Under the system that w'as, of late, prevailing, 
the people felt that their grievances did not reach the high officials such 
as the District Magistrates or even the Subdivisional Officers. That 
system has to go. If the people as well as the local officials know and 
feel that even an act of mild oppression would go up to the head of the 
executive of the district, then mauy of the oppressions by the officials 
would be a thing of the past. This link between the officials and the 
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people — I mean the honourable members of this House — can be a 
harmonizing link, and their services can be readily and ungrudgingly 
utilized by the local officials. Let. not the local official! and the mem- 
bers misunderstand each other and let the members be taken into 
confidence, and I hope there rwill not be any instance of misplaced 
confidence. There are of course exceptions to every rule, but let it 
be a general policy that the non-official members of the Legislature 
would co-operate with* the officials in matters of general principle 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(Voiced: The question be now put.) 

Mfi SPEAKER: 1 will call upon Sir Nazimuddiii to reply and imme- 
diately after that, 1 will put the motion for closure. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (iovernment welcome the 
resolution and congratulate the mover for bringing this question up. 
So fur as I am aware, this right, which has i)eeii conceded in the Act, 
has not been taken advantage of in an> other ])rovince. The privileges 
of llie members of thi.s House under ihe Aci, at the present time, is 
strictly limited to Section 71 which runs as follow.s: — 

“Subject to the provisions of this Act and to rules and standing 
orders regulating the jirocedure of the Legislature, there shall be freedom 
of sjieech in every Provincial Jjegislature and no member of the Legis- 
lature sliall be liable to any proceedings in any ('ourt in respect of 
anything said or ixin vote given by him in the Legislature or any 
Committee thereof, and no person shall be so liable in respect of the 
pulilication by or under the authority of a Chamber of such a Legislature 
of any report, paper, vote.s or ])r()cee<lings'’. 

Now the next sub-.section { 2 ) says: — 

“In other respects the privileges of members of a Chamber of a 
Provincial Legislature vliall be '^uch as ma\ from time to time be defined 
by Act of the Provincial Ivegislature, and, until so defined, shall be 
such as were immediately before the commencement of this Part of 
this Act enjoyed by members of the Legislative Council of the Pro- 
vince”. 

There is another important sub-.section to which I would like to 
draw the special attention of this House in view of the speech of the 
honourable mover in which while recognising the power in the Act, he 
fiUggCvSted that steps be taken. It is obvious that in view of sub-section 
(3) of Section 71. there is no po.ssibility of going ahead with that. 
Sub-section (3) runs thus; — 

“Nothing in anj' existing Indian law, and, notwithstanding any- 
thing in the foregoing provisions of this section, nothing in this Act, 
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be construed as conferring, or empowering'' any Legislature to 
confer, on a Chamber thereof or on both Chambers sitting together or 
any Committee or officer of the Legislature, the status of a Court or 
any punitive or disciplinary powers other than the power to remove or 
exclude persons infringing the rules or standing orders, or otherwise 
behaving in a disorderly manner." ' 

Section 4 says: — 

“Provision may be made by an Act of the Provincial Legislature 
for the punishment, on conviction before a Court, of i)erson8 who refuse 
to give evidence or produce dociiinents before a Committee of a Chamber 
when duly requiied by the Chairmau of a Committee so to do: 

Provided that any such A(‘i shall have effect subject to such rules 
for regulating the attendance before such Committees of persons who 
are, or have been in the service of the Crown in India ” 

Xow, vSir, it is obvious that if the (Vnnmittee which is going to be 
apjiointed recommend what j)rivileges tin* members can enjoy, and when 
that is done, a Hill has tt> be introduced in this Assembly and p[issed 
in a regular manner and tlien and then only the members will be 
eniitled to thost' pnviletre.s. In this connection, I would like to draw 
the altention of the MKunber.s ot this llous(‘ to this fact, so that th(*y 
may not have any misconception as to what their privih‘ges are. From 
the sjieecli f)i ihe honourable mover an impression ma.\ lie created that 
immunity fiom arrest during the session of the Legislativa Assembly 
or Council is one of the privileges enjoyed by the members of this 
Hou.se or of the Council. T am afraid it is not a correct interpretation 
of the privileges enjoved ])y the members ot the British J^arliament. 
As far as I am aware, it is obvious that in the House of Commons 
and in the House of T>ords at the present time the members do not 
enjoy any immunity fi'oin arrest for any crime. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : For any indictable crime. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN ! They are only immune 
from arrest in case of a civil suit, but that has also been whittled down 
lately (Dr. X.ali\aksh\ S\xy\l: (Question). May I, Sir. with your 
permission read out .some of the important provisions which I have 
been able to collect from May’s Book of Parliamentary Practices which 
will give a correct idea of what privileges the members of a legislature 
should enjoy. There are roughly 80 eon.seeutive pages of May as well 
as many references scattered throughout the volume dealing with the 
subject. I will therefore give a very brief statement of general 
principles on the question of immunity from aiTest : 

“Some privileges rest solely upon the law and custom of Parliament, 
while others have been defined by statute. Upon these grounds alone 
all nrivileges whatever are founded” (May 13th edition, page 70), but 
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although *^the privileges of the Commons are independent of the Crown’' 
it has since the time of Henry VIII been the custom for the Speaker to 
petition the Crown as follows at th^^ commencement of every Parliament* 

“In the name, and oa^hehalf of the Commons, to lay claim by 
humble petition to their ancient and undoubted rights and privileges; 
particularly that their persons may be free from arrests and all molesta- 
tions; that they may enjoy liberty of speech in all thejr debates; may 
have access io His Majesty’s royal person whenever occasion shall 
require; and that all their proc^eedings may receive from His Majesty 
the most favourable construction”. 

This states the more important privileges, but even these are subject 
to restrictions, e.g., the right of access “is not enjoyed by individual 
members of the House of Commons, but by the House at large, with 
their Speaker”. (Page 71.) 

It Is interesting — though premature in the case of Bengal — to note 
that in 1704 the two Houses agreed upon the following resolution — 

“That neither House of Parliament have power, by any vote or 
declaration, to create to themselves new privileges, not warranted by 
the known Laws and customs of Ihuliament” (page 7'1). 

The jirivilege of immunity from legal jn’oeeedings (ajiart from the 
freedom of speech) was originally very wi(h‘, hut it has been whittled 
down by statute veiy considerably, and now^i-day.s “Members .of 
Parliament” may be eoereed by eveiy legal jiiocess, e\cc])t th(‘ attach- 
ment of their bodies (jiage 110) and sim'(‘ 1014 having jiiivilege 

of Parliament are Mibject to tlu* }>ro(a'>sc> oi tlie Couit" in insolv^jicj^ 
pi'oeeedings. 

But “the jirivilege of fietdom from ancst haj^ always been limited 
to civil causes, and has n(»t been allowed to inteifeie with 
the udministrution of criminal justice*' oi again “as the 
jirivilege of freedom from arrest is limited to civil causes, and can- 
not be })leaded to arrests made on a criminal cliarge, or to enforce the 
administration of justice, the eireumstuiiees attending arrests or im- 
prisonments for these causes cannot he hiought hefore the House as 
a matter of privilege” (page 2G(i). Jt further says — not only immunity 
is not allowed but a reference eauuot be made and the question of 
privilege cannot be raised in the House regarding the anest or why 
it W’as made and how it was made: tliese questions (annot be raised 
as question of privileges. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It goes against the Speaker’s ruling. 

Thi Honlile Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDINS Sir, the honourable 
member has interrupted and quoted the ruling of the Speaker. What 
I have stated here does not in any way go gainst the ruling of the 
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Speaker. All that the Speakers ruling means is that if a member has 
beeir detained foi* any reason whatsoever especially by a Court of 
Justice, then it is the duty of the Court Jp inform the Speaker of the 
House that the member lias been detainei^.^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: The Speaker did not 
say that the Court ought to inform. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Si>iakei said that the 
information should be sent. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Fiom May’s book we find that in 
all cases in which the members are ariested for criminal offence, the 
House must be informed of the ohenee for which they are detained 
that means that the charge mu>t be c(»mmunicaled. (Chapter puge 
of MaA ’s Book, tliirtccmth edition. ) 


Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the other hand it is 
exjiressly provided heie 

Mrt ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Cannot these matters be 
coii.sidered by the Committee I"' 


„ Mr# SPEAKER: 1 think once the motion is before the House, it is 
•pan to any membei including yourself to give directions to the 
Committee in the form of an opinion of the House. 


Mr, J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: But there i.s no such proposal 
here to add any rider or to give any direction.s. That being .so, the 
hon’ble member'.s knowledge about the procedure and everything 
contained in those notes can be placed at the disposal of the Committee 
and they may be fully utilised there. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Sir, I would refer you 
to page 471 of May’s Book. The motion asked for the ajipointment 
of a Committee of Privileges and the Committee has got to be 
appointed. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will do it. 

The* Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* The point now is that 
the bon’ble member has based his demand for the appointment of a 
Privilege Committee on the ground of the arrest of a member of this 
House end what is more, I em 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have just now been able to find that there is a 
misapprehension in the minds of certain sections of the House that 
once a matter of privilege is before the House it has to be put without 
further debate. I will not try to say definitely as to how matters 
stand in view of the fact^fiat the British Parliament has got certain 
amount of traditions in a matter dealing with privileges and it is only 
by common agreement that the matter is quickly disposed of. But it 
is not altogether a fact that this matter is always immediately dis- 
posed of. I had one particular case hunted up during the last few 
minutes in which Mr. Churchill raised the question of privileges in the 
matter of certain disclosures in connection with Indian constitutional 
reforms. That matter was debated by various members including 
Mr. Churchill, Sir Samuel Hoare, Major C. R. Atlee, Sir Herbert 
Samuel, and the Prime Minister. We have of course not exactly the same 
procedure and that being so, we have to enunciate our procedure by 
making a reference to the (Committee. I have to explain the position 
that this motion once it is in seizin of the House it is not within my 
competence to stop discussion ah this stage. 1 do not wish this to be 
a precedent, for the future, because I consider it is a matter which will 
probably be taken up by the Committee. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA; May I only mention this? The 
instance tliat has just been mentioned by you was a discussion on a 
certiiin matter of privilege, but here the jwibstantive motion is for the 
appointment of a (h)mmittee of Privileges and according to the English 
Parliamentary pI^Jl^tice a ('ommittee has got to be appointed no sooner 
a motion is put before the House. That makes a distinction. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is the word 

“forthwith” at page 471. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That does not prevent a debate. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am sure that the 
Housf will realise the importance of what I am going to say; the 
question of the apjrointmeiit of a Committee if it were alone without 
a speech from the lion’ble mover of this motion, I believe, there wobJd 
have been no difficulty in accepting it. But the hon’ble the mover of 
the motion lias made certain statements, certain assertions, which, I 
think, it is in the inteiest of the House as well as of the general public 
at large to make clear that they were made under a misapprehension. 

I would specially refer to the innuendo, if I may say so that it is possible 
for executive officers to detain members of Parliament against the law 
and even against the -wishes of the Cabinet. He went on further to 
suggest that the executive ofiicers especially the members of tbe 
Services practically dictate to the Cabinet. I am very sorry tlmt ho 
made this suggestion but it must be due to ceHain omount of inferiority ’ 
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oomplex that my friend over there has got this idea into his hed<l. 1 
would lihe to state here that the services have fully oo-operated and 
always carried out the orders of the members of the Cabinet and there 
is no question whatsoever of the members the Cabinet in any way 
being hindered in any of their activities by the members of the Service. 
The question of detention of any member is always likely to be a 
judicial action; it cannot be executive action and even on the question 
of bail no executive officer can keep a man in custody without bail. 
There is always the right of appeal to the Judge. The judiciary is 
there to see that no person is illegally detaine<l. Therefore 1 would 
like to remove that impression. Because if this motion luul e-oine in 
by itself, I am inclined to agree that a long speech or any explanation 
would have been unnecessary. But in view of tlie fact that this motion 
has l>een coupled with an incident that took place some time ago, it 
may give the impression to the public that something has been done 
which should not have been done and that there has been a breach of 
the privilege of the “members of this House. I would like to show here 
that even the members of the Parliament are not immune from arrest 
for criminal offences. They never have been immune from arrest for 
criminar offences. It might have been long ago that they had been 
immune from arrest for such offences as criminal, but at the present 
time it is clear that the members of the Parliament are not immune 
from arrest for criminal offence and what is more, the question of their 
arrest and detention c-4innot be raised in the House as a matter of 
privilege. 

Therefoie so far as the Select (Committee is concerned, ! say first 
that it is cettainly desirable, but it should not in any way be connected 
with the incident that t<K)k place with reference to a member of this 
House; and secondly, the members of this House must realise that when 
they are going to enact what i.s going to be the privilege of this House, 
it is also going to impose certain duties ujK)n them, such as that the 
breach of privilege will entail the .summary removal from the JBTOuse 
and suspension from the House. For example, according to the 
tradition in Parliament, members of the House cannot stand surelv or 
bail, because they were immune from civil arrest and if they stood 
sutieity or bail, for any man, supposing he fails to turn up they would 
be liable to be arrested, so one of the coinentions and bre^lch of 
privilege is that no member of Parliament can stand as a surety. 
Secondly, there have been cases where members have been removed 
from Parliament or suspended for accepting bribe. There was one 
gentleman who was removed from Parliament because he tof^k £500 
from some French merchants in connection with the House of Commons 
affairs. And there was another case where Lord Cochrane was indicted 
an^ convicted for conspiracy. He escaped from imprisonment, returned 
tjP the of Commons and sat next to the Speaker’s Chair, but be 

amited by the Marsel of the House. It will therefore, be seen 
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that there is no immunity from arrest even in the House of Commons 
itself, and he had to go. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sakyal : Is there any 
other instance?) May I read on— “as the privilege of freedom from 
arrest is limited to civil causes and cannot be pleaded to arrests made 
on a criminal charge or to enforce the administration of justice, the 
circumstances attending arrest or imprisonment for these causes Cfuulcrt 
be brought before the House as a matter of privilege.*’ (Dr. Nalii^aksha 
Sanyal : We have all read that.) I was contradicted on this point 
and that is why 1 am reading it. “A letter addressed by a member to 
the Speaker regarding his arrest cannot Ibe treated as a matter of 
privilege, nor the failure of a Judge or committing magistrate to 
notify a meiiiber’s arrest.” Therefore it will ibe seen that if a member 
who is under arrest writes a letter to the Speaker of the House drawing 
his attention to that that cannot be raised in the House and treated as a 
privilege. Therefore it follows that no other member can raise that 
question in the House as a matter of privilege. “Similarly it is declared 
to be a breach of privilege” — and I would like just t<rwarn the members 
— and some of them Iiave let themselves ii/for it by accepting this Com- 
mittee of Privileges — it is declared to be a breach of privilege for a 
membi^r or any otlier person to jjublisli tlie evidence taken before a 
Select Committee until it has been reported to the House; and the pro- 
prietor of a newspaper has been committed by the House of Commons 
for the i)ull)lication of a Committee’s Draft Report. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: This is all irrelevant, Sir.) 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA; Sir, at least one thing has 
follow'ed clearly from the lengthy speech of the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister that the privilege of a private member to move his Bills to-day 
has been lost ! If the Hon’ble Member will kindly consider that point 
and keep his learned discussion for the (’ommittee stage a very valuable 
privilege of the House will not ]>e lost to-day. 

Qt Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the hon’ble member 
is ^iiiapa not aware of the fact that if to-day private member’s Bills 
eantiot be taken up. Government can always find another day to allot 
to private member’s Bills, and it is aljsnrd to suggest tliat this ie 
being doiie to shut out discussion on he private member’s Bills. If 
primte member’s Bills cannot be taken up to-day Government shall 
allot another day — not only the 1st of ]\fareh, hut another day also, so 
that they shall not be at a disadvantage for not being able to bring 
forward their motions to-day. 

Mr. ilOaESH CHANDRA GUPTA: We thought that Government 
was in a diflSeulty to-day. 

TN Hon’ble Khwaja SHi NAZIMUDDIN: Now my hon’ble Mend 
<!hange9 his ground because he has been caught. Kow, Sir, lii me 
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I«ad what causes loss of privilege to the member: “Ou the 11th Feb- 
ruary 1774 the Speaker iuformed the House of a letter in the Public 
Advertiser newspaper addressed to him reflecting on his chnraotar 
and conduct as a Speaker, The House ordered the printer of that 
newspliper to attend and resolved that the letter was a false malicious 
IKl|d sc|^ndalous libel, highly reflecting on the character of the 
SjJeSier, to th^ dishonour ot this House, and in violation of the 
privileges thereof.” Similarly, libel> against one member of the 
House by another member in connection with the business of the House 
is « breach of privilege and entails the penalty of removal. Here is, 
Sir, another very interesting case in which T am sure, lion’ble members 
will be intereste<l. (Interruptions.) “On tin* 271 )i .lul> 1H!H a nicnii>er 
complained of certain entries in the Votes and Proceedings which stated 
tbatlie bad frivolously claimed divisions, 'riie Sjauiker thereupon 
informed the House of two eonimiin illations which he had received 
from the member in question impugning his conduct in the Chair and 
the House ordered the suspension of the member for one week.” 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is it not a bremdi of privilege to 
frivolously prolong one’s speech ^ (Cries of “certainly not, oiprtainly 
not” from the Ministerial Benches.) 

The HofPble Khwaja 8ir NAIIM^UDDIN: 1 will now quote 
another extract, regarding the acceptance of bribery by a inoral>er. 
(Cries of “We have had enough, we have had enough of it” from 
Congress Benches.) 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: We iji.Hi.st on hearing the Hon’ble 
Minister, Sir. We claim the privilege of doing so. 

The Hon’Ne Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Here is another case. Sir, 
which I have been able just to find out. Bribe-taking by a menihMiP has 
ever, by the law of Parliament, been regarded as a grave oflend^wliich 
has been visited by the severest punishment. (Mr. JooESH CHAWDaA 
GuFfA: Is that so.^i “In lGh7 Mr. John Ashburnham was expelled 
for receiving £500 from the French Merchants for business done in the 
House”. This is still more interesting. I would like not only the 
hon’ble members to listen to this but I would like you also, Sir, to listen 
to it. “In 1694 Sir John Trevor was declared guilty of high crime and 
misdemeanor in having, while Speaker of the House, received a gratuity 
of 1,000 guineas from the City of London after the passing of the 
Orphans’ Bill and was expelled. In 1696, Mr. Guy for taking a bribe 
of 200 guineas was committed to the Tower and Mr. Hungerford was 
expelled for receiving 20 guineas for hie service as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Orphans’ Bill.” (Dr. Naj^naksha Saktal: Did these 
gentlemen do these things for themselves or for their party?) Then, 
,12 
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Sir, to go on, resolution”, — this is very interesting and important 

and I would like tfie members to listen to this— “by a Eesolution, ^ated 
the 6th Novebaber 1666 — members are prohibited from acting as Counsel 
on either side in Bills depending in the House of Lords before such Bill 
shall come down thence to the House of Commons. In the case, however, 
of the Bill then pending against Her Majesty Queen Caroline, Mr. 
Brougham and Mr. Denman, the Queen’s Attorney and Solicitor General 
and the King’s Attorney and Solicitor General and Dr. Lushington were 
permitted to plead as Counsel at the Bar of the House of Lords, but such 
leave was not to be drawn into a precedent. It was also understood 
that if the Bill should be received by the Commons none of these gentle,- 
men would be pennitted to vote upon it.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister finisheS 
nowP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know, Sir, when he will 
reach the time-limit:^ He has spoken long enough already. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He wdll finish in about 2 or d minutes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Another^iad a most serious 
breach of privilege and which entails ujyon the members the severest 
puni.shment is to insinuate against the imj»art]ality oi the (’hair. “As 
a consequence of the immunity of a member of Parliament it has been 
held that he cannot be admitted as bail for not being liable to attach- 
ment, by reason of his privilege he cannot be effectually proceeded 
against in the event of the recognisances being forfeited.” 

j 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is only a repetition of his own 
argument. The whole book may be taken as read, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Eir, NAZIMUDDIN: Now the position is that 
Government welcome the Committee and would like to see such privileges 
for members enacted and settled which is consistent with the privileges 
enjoyed by the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I put that the question be now 
put. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Before the closure motion 
is put, I want to say something 
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Mr. SPEAKER: My difRculty is that once the (fl^shrc motion ha» 
been moved, it mnst be put l^o the decision of the House. If t)ie House 
carries the motion then of course I am helpless; if not, I will jjfivti you 
an opportunity to speak. 

The closure motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the debate has been tarried to a sufficient 
length but in view df the fat t that the House desires still to hear one 
or two more members, I should like to give an o])j)ortunity to the 
European group to make a short speech and then the Chief Minister 
WOtild speak as shortly as possible. And after that I propose to bring 
the debate to a close. 

"llr. C. MILLAR: I have t()-<hi\ Ixmmi to a pleasant ceremony and 
I have no malice in me and no indignation, not cvimi righteous indigna- 
tion. Wc must all admit that we have loc^t a very great privilege, in 
the collotpiial sense of the word, in the loss for a few days of the 
oratory of Mr. ^^ihar(*ndu Dutta Mazumdar, but there are two senses 
of this word privilege, and it is of the very greatest importance' that 
this llmi.se, when (h'cidiiig what its privih'ges are to he, should have the 
greatest regard for constitutional propriety. The* ITon’ble Minister has 
referred to a c^se in the lloust* of ( ommons in, 1 think he said, 1874 
(a vok’l: 1774). You can go back to 1429 and you find it declared in 
the very earliest days of Parliament that no privilege exli'iids in any 
question of the administration of the criminal law of llie land. Tii that 
particular case it was brouglit down deffinitely to exclude matters tending 
to a breach of the public peace. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 ris<^ on a point of order P 
Is the honourable member entitled to make any reference to Mr. Dutta 
Massuradar’s ca.se, as to whether it has any (connection with tin* breach 
of public peac'e or not, because we have not referred to ’ ’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has not referred to any breach of the public 
peace. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: 1 submit, Sir, that my only reference to 
Mr. Majumdar was regret that we have lost hi.s oratory. I was speak* 
ing about privilege. I am extremely anxious, and we in this group 
will always be most jealous for the privileges of this House, but let 
them not l)e based on jiiisunderstanding. The word privilege has a 
colloquial sense, it also ha.s a technical sense in that it means something 
in the nature of a law of the land confined to a certain specified person 
or body of persons by reason of some qualification they possess . In 
our case our qualification is that we are all members of this Assembly, 
and as such we possess certain hitherto undefined privileges. But I 
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am inclined to think that some of my honourable and learned friends 
are falling into an error which I have noticed in another place. Only 
this afternoon in the Bengal Legislative Council — if, Sir, I am per- 
mitted to refer to it? 

Mr. SPEAKER. I do not think you are permitted to refer to the 
proceedings in the Bengal Legislative Council but you can refer to the 
proceedings as occurring in another place. ! 


Mr. C. MILLAR. Then, Sir, in another place, it was raised &s a 
question of privilege whether there should be, for another place, a 
library and a librarian. My own opinion was that that was a question 
for a library committee, not a question of privilege at all, anSP'We fliust 
distinguisli very carefully the colloquial sense of the word privilege 
from its very strict parliamentary usage. Sir, I^believe we all accept 
the proposal that a committee should investigate this problem, and we 
are now faced with the problem of considering what our proposals should 
be, and I would beg this House to instruct this committee that it should 
lay down these privileges upon very carefully considered lines. We 
have, Sir, under the Government of India Act power, by Act of the 
Provincial Legislature, to settle our privileges, and I would ask whether 
we would not want to follow the direction and experience of the past, 
and lay down, as my honourable and learned friends will find, that the 
privilege of freedom from arrest has always been limited to civil causes 
and Jay down, as my honourable and learned friends will find, that 
“the privilege of freedom from arrest has always been limited to civil 
causes and has not been allowed to interfere with the administration of 
criminal justice”. That, Sir, is a reference to the thirteenth edition of 
Erskine May, page 120, and w^e should reflect that we in this House are 
The people who should give an example in obedience to the civil 
authorities whom we control. They are our civil authorities; they are 
under our control as an elected legislature. It is for us to back them 
up in their action and not to laud and ascribe credit to any person who 
comes, being a member of this House, in ©onflict wdth his own civil 
authorities 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are not our own, but they 
are under the control of His Excellency the Governor in his discretion. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: No, Sir, these authorities are undif Guptobnirol 
of the Honourable the Home Minister, who depend# u^bn m for his 
votes and for his position as a Minister. It is up to us, it is up to every 
member of this House to give an example in support of the civil authority 
in this country and to prevent as far as we can, any traditions which 
would undermine that authority. 
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TIM Hon'bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I will not detain the 
Bouse Very long, but I wish to make one or two points absolutely 
clear. It has been suggested by some of my friends that these 
tpeeches are unnecesary, and that all these points would have been 
more profitably discussed in the suggested Committee. To that my 
answer is that aH of us cannot be expected to be included in the 
Committee and discussions are bound to take place some time or 
other, and it is best that the di.scussions should precede rather than 
follow the deliberations of the Committee. My reasons are that 
whenever any matter is referred to a Commitlee, instructions are 
generall^^, given to the Members of the Committee to act in a particular 
way. Sir, if the motion is accepted in the form in which it has 
been mound, the Committee would not find sufficient light even from 
the very illuminating speech of the mover himself as to the lines 
on which they are to proceed. It is therefore necessary that theso 
discussions should take place in order that the Committee may know 
what are the particular jioint-s to which they should confine their 
deliberations, and the imjiortant lines on which their recommendations 
should proceed and come U]) lo this House. 


Now, Sir, we have got to remember as regards privileges that 
there are the privileges of members both inside the House and outside 
the House. As regards the privileges outside the House, a good 
deal has been said and 1 need not go over the same ground again. 
But as regard.^ the jirivileges of members inside iliis House I would 
ask my colleagues in this Hou.se to remember that tliese privileges 
are no less important than the privileges of members outside the House. 
Sir, I put in the forefront that it is the privilege of every memlier 
to claim that his bonafides sjmuld not be questioned either when he 
is speaking or taking a jiarticular line of action with reference to, 
his duties in this House. Some doubt.s have been expressed that tb€i'' 
Government are bent upon a sort of dilatory tactis in order to rule 
out private members' Bill setting up speaker after speaker to block 
the private members’ Bills. I submit, Sir, Government have had no 
intention of that kind. Two days have been allotted to non-official 
Bills, and Sir Nazimuddin has made it clear that if for some reason 
one of these days is lo.st to the House, it can be made up by another 
day being given to the members for the purpose of the private 
inembei:)B’ Bill. In these circumstances, Sir, it is extremely unfair 
to the (government to suggest that they have resorted to some subter- 
fugt^^ibi " ox^r to block out private members' Bills or to en- 
croach apozr^Jhe privileges of the members to bring forward Bills for 
the consideration of the House. 


Now, Sir, the other privilege which I claim, and which every 
member of this House has a right to claim, fs the right of free speech, 
and whatever Committee may be appointed I would respectfully 
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request the members of that Committee to consider and report liliat 

it^fi ibould be taken to prevent unnecesaary and provoking'da^- 
lotions from members when some"' member is speaking. 1 gof 

"the right to speak Sir, and what right has any member gdt to put 
interruptions which not only wsiste the time,^)ut also iifsinuate Oven 
dishonesty to the members who may be speaking, ^hat privilege, 
Sir, should be secured to each and every one of us. We should have 
got the right of freedon of speech. Everyone should have^iha rif^t 
to speak, but no one should have the righUto interrupt. I claim, fch® 
right, I claim the privilege to speak. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal:^ It 
is already there.) Then wh\ does my friend interrupt? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ^| Daocai 

'^'■’'"On a ])oint of order Sir. You gave .some time ago a ruling that when 
the Leader of the Opposition or the Leader of the Government speaks, 
all members should keep silent. Is my friend in order in interrupt- 
ing the leader of the (iovernimuit while speaking? 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 still stick to my ruling, hut it is merely not a 
question of a ruling from the (/hair; it is a question of convention 

for this House that wliatever might be the nature of the speech the 

leaders of the groups, at least the Leader of tl)e Opposition and the 
Leader of the House, are entitled to uninterrupted hearing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of personal explanation 
Sir, I have only pointed out to the lion 'hie sjieaker that what he 
wanted to speak about is already provided in the rules. I certainly 
did not mean the slightest disrespect to him nor did I want to interrupt 
him in any way. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, I do not think 

1 should take up the time of the House any further. Sir Nazimuddin 

has swill that if the private members* Bills are not taken up to-day, 

Government might allot another day; hut if the private members’ Bills 
are taken uji, then that promise will not stand. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, as 1 announced before, this resolution may 
be divided into two independent resolutions. One part of it is that 
the Speaker be authorized to consti^te a Committee of Privilege after 
such consultation with the Leaders of various groups of the House, and 
i^he t)ther part is that the Committee of Privileges which was constituted 
last time he reconstituted with the Speaker as Chairman. I take it 
that so far as one part is concerned, it is the same in both parts, 
namely: “in view jf>f the arrest of a member of this House and deten- 
tion in custody durihg the present session of the Assembly and the 
consequent inability of the said member to attend the sittings of the 
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]|[oa8# to which he was* 3uly summoned, this Assembly is of opinion 
that i Committee of Privilege be constituted to function iQi^Njrr ^e 
iRuks and Standing Orders of the House, and the Committef'i.be 
iiistructed to report on the present position of the privilege of a member 
of the legfelatune to fecommend such other privileges or modihcations 
of the existiif^ privileges as may be deemed necessary for the due 
^discharge of the functions of a Member and to draft a Bill embodying 
the ^privileges as may he recommended by the Committee.” That is 
th# substantive part pf it I will now put that substantive part before 
f|e Hou§e. 

(Tl^ motion wall then put and agreed to. 'I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now comes tlie question as to whether it should 
be a Committee appointed by the Speaker, or the (biinnittee which*^ 
was,9onstituted last time with the Speaker ns Chairman. 1 wdll ask 
members, in order to shorten the debate, if they will kindly rise in 
their seats so that I may get an indication as to the inclination of the 
House^ Then I sliall formally put that part of the motion before the 
House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Mr, Speaker, Sir, as there are only 
two alternatives, if you put one alternative to vote, those who will 
support that alternative will automatically rule out the other. There 
is no third alternative. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 take it that there are two alternatives^ one, the 
Committee of Privilege constituted last session to be reconstituted to 
function with the Speaker as (.'hairman, and the other part is that the 
Speaker be authorised to constitute a Committee. 1 will put now the 
second part as is the desire of many members, namely, the question 
before the House is that the Speaker be authorised to constitute a 
Committee of Privilege after such consultation with Ihe leaders of the 
various groups of the House as the Speaker may consi<ler necessary for 
the purpose. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the other falls through. The substantive 
resolution which has been carried therefore is this that in view of the 
arrest of a member of this Hou.se and detention in custody during the 
present session of the A.ssembly and the consequent inability-of the 
said Member to attend the sittings of the House to w'hich he was duly 
summoned, Ihis Assembly is of opinion : that the Sjwaker be authorissed 
to constitute a Committee of Privilege after such consultation with the 
leaders of the various groups of the Houscb as ihe. Speaker may consider 
necessary to report on the present position of the privilege of a member 
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of the Legislature, to recommend such other privileges or modificaiiona 
of the existing privileges as may be deemed necessary for the due dis- 
charge of the functions of a member, and to draft a Bill embodying the 
privileges as may be recommended by the Committee, and the Com- 
mittee to function until the Rules' and Standing* Orders of*the House 
provide otherwise. 

NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

% 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill; 1987. ^ 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA. Having regard to the statement 
made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that if the private members* 
Bills are taken up to-day for consideration for about 20 minutes then 
another day will not be allotted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may point out tliat to-day has been taken up 
almost w’holly by a matter which is important for the business of the 
House and Government propose to allot another day. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of the fact that 
we have another day, w'ould it not be better for adjourning the Non- 
official BUI? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I suggest that we simply 
introduce tliese new Bill.^^ because they will not take much time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Under the rules and regulations as now before 
us, we have to finish the old batch first before we can take up others. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The rule also gives you power to 
take things out of turn. 

Mr. 8PEAKER8 I am afraid I have no power. 

Mauivi ABU H08AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move that 
the Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of: — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department. 

(2) Mauivi Sadaruddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Pusapa^it Bhrma. 

(4) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Roy, 

(5) Dr. H. C. Mukherjee, 
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(6) Maulvi Abdul Hakim, 

( 7 ) Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

(8) Maulvi Abul Fazal, 

, (9) Mr. Sliahedafi^ 

(10) Mr. Syed Hassan Ali Chowdhury, 

(11) Mr. Easik Lai Biawas, 

(12) Mr, Narendra Narayan Chakravarty, 

(13) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, and 

(14) the mover. 


with instructions to submit their report by the dlsi July 1938 and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Now, Sir, I have submitted a short notice amendment to include the 
names of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi Abdul Bari, Dr. Mofizuddin 
Ahmed, Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan and Maulvi Abdul Hakim. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir, 
can a member amend his own motion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Always. Tlie Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister has done so. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 have previously given permission 
to add these names but I have found tremendous difficulty in working in 
admitting short notice amendments. I think the best thing for you 
w'ould be to move this as it stands, and then it is open to you later on to 
add any mime you like by giving due notice. You are getting another 
day. You may move the first part now. 


Mauiwi ABU HOSAIN SARKAR: All right, Sir, I move that first 
portion as it stands in my original motion. Now, Sir, this unfortunate 
Bill of mine moved on behalf of the unfortunate tenants of Bengal has 
got a chequered career. It was moved by me in the last session on the 
16th of September and then I also moved for consideration of the Bill but 
unfortunately Government at that time thought it desirable to send it 
for circulation on technical grounds. At that time when the discussion 
was taken up, some of the members of the Government and some rtf the 
members of the Coalition Group raised objections and most notable 
among them was my friend, Maulvi Abdul Beri who suggested that thia 
Bill cannot ^ taken up in so short a time as was in our disposal at that 
time. Maulvi Abdul Bari then contended that we want to give relief to 
the people by hastily passing this Act, but during the last four days 
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we have not even gone with four clauses. In four days we have not 
ibeen able to deal with more than four clauses of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
To-day is the last day for the consideration of the Non-official Bills. 
Does he expect that even if he gets another day he 'will be able to get 
through his Bill. The Bill will naturally fall through and defeat its 
own object. Mr. Abdul Bari then continued, “Moreover, the amend- 
ment of the Ilon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy only says that public 
opinion will be elicited by the first of January 1938, that is to say, when 
we have to wait only for threj or four months and nothing more than that. 
After that, Sir, the Revenue Minister, the llon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy put forward another reason. He said, “several hon’ble 
members of this House have tak ‘ii objection on the ground that they^iave 
not the opportunity of seeing the Bill. That is another additional 
reason why the Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion.” 
He is followed by the Hon’ble the Chi d Minister who said, apart from 
other considerations the mere facts that many hon’ble member^ in this 
House have declared in the clear ‘st manner possible, that they have 
not got a copy of the Bill, that they (h) not know the provisions of the 
Bill and therefore it is unfair to ask the House to consider the Bill now. 
1 do not think the merj fact that so many membt'rs have not got a copy of 
the Bill is a sufficient ground for sending the Bill for circulation. The 
Bill was circulated and the result was a splendid one. About 39 bodies 
and individuals responded and I think that was the highest response 
obtained by this Bill and that. Sir, out of those 39 bodies, 5 only gave 
their opinion against the Bill and 34 of them supported it. The sum 
total of the net result of that opinion has been very explicitly given by 
the Secretary of the Bar Association of Patwakhali. “Summary certi- 
ficate procedure causes untold sufferings to the certificate-debtors and 
they often cannot get their defence, such as dispossession by landlord or 
diluvion of a portion of the rent land, duly heard by a lie venue Court 
and in some cases the tenants are very much harassed by unjust attach- 
ment of their movables under the proviso to Section 13 of the Publio 
Demands Recovery Act before they are served with any noticy under 
Section 7 of the said Act.” 

Now, Sir, one notices that at the time of the discussion of the cut 
motion moved by Maiilvi Tamizuddin Khan the members of this 
House, and the members of the Cabinet as well, gave their opinion with 
respect to this jmrticular question of certifimte procedure. Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan said; — “My object in moving this cut motion is to 
enter my emphatic protest against the dmstic and indiscriminate manner 
in which the certificate pro(‘edure is being applied in Bengal for the 
realination erf rents from the agricultural tenants. I think. Sir, the 
framers of the Public Demands Recovery Act n:*ver imagined that the 
provisions of that lew would ever bo applied for purposes like this. We 
all know the manifer in which the certificate procedure is b^ing applied 
for the realization of rents. It is being applied in a most draatic 
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manner, so much so that the Public Demands Recovery Act and this 
oertiicate procedure is regarded by the Bengal tenants as a veritable 
terror/' 

With these words, Sir, I move that my Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee as proposed. 

And next, Sir, I beg your permission to move the short-notice amend- 
ment of which I have given notice, i.e., I would like to add five more 
names to the 


Mfi SPEAKER: That I have not permiUed for the time being. 

liaulvi ABU H08AIN 8ARKAR: Then with these words, Sir, I 
would finish my speech. 

Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion there- 
on by the 8th, February 1939. 

Sir, I prefer to reserve my speech for u later stage. Jf yon give mo 
a chance to speek later on, 1 do not want to speak at present. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Y es, you have my permission. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case, Sir, 
I formally beg to move the amendment that stands in my name. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have 
heard with keen attention the speech delivered by the mover of this 
motion. This Bill has our fullest sympathy (Mr. Santosh KuiiAR 
Basu : But not support), but it should be remembered that while we 
condemn the rigours of the certificate procedure, w^e must not, at the 
same time, fall a prey to the other things which, if accepted without 
due care and caution, might bring in other rigours as well. That is 
the only point at issue, so far as this Bill is concerned. I submit that 
with regard to voting on this Bill there is no controversy, because there 
cannot be any controversy. The rigours of the certificate procedure 
have been enunciated by very able speakers on the floor of this House. 
These speakers have direct knowledge of the certificate procedure, i.e., 
the rigours which tenants in the mofussil are put to. We have heard 
them, and I may submit that they would naturally draw tears, but in 
this connection we should remember that (jovernment also have done 
something with regard to mitigating the attendant cfrcumstances of 
this certificate procedure. I am told that an officer has been appointed 
by Government to look into the rigours of the certificate procedure. 
Before the ofBcer looks into the rigours^and find^ out the ways and 
means for mitigating them, before giving him a ohance of looking into 
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the fatter thoroughly and carefully, we should not be hasty in accept- 
ing the present Bill which has been mooted with the highest of objects. 
Sir, it is not necessary for me to expatiate at length on the object whioh, 
I think, I have been able to put forward before this House. My object 
is very simple. We feel for the tenants, but at the same time we must 
not l)e too hasty in proposing a measure which might (1>B. Nalinakshta 
Sanyal: Harass Government?) — no, not Government but ourselvee— 
the tenants — for whom we want this Bill to be passed into law. 

With these words, Sir, f submit that we should wait till (Rai 
Harendua Nath Chahdhuri : Till Dooms day?) no, till the oflScer 
appointed by Goveriiinent reports and then after his opinion had been 
received we might accept the Bill of my learned friend, which has been 
so ably moved by him lo-night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is no use carrying on this debate to-night, 
because I find that the JlonTde Revenue Minister has only formally 
moved his amendment this evening reserving his speech for a fututre 
occasion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Can the Hoirble Minister in charge move for the re-circulation of a Bill? 
I submit that he is debarred from doing so under Section 44 of the Rules 
and Standing Orders. 

Mr. SPEAKER; My attention has just been drawn to it, and I have 
not yet been able to tliink over the matter. 1 propose to give my ruling 
later on. 

I shall now adjourn the House. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
15th February 1938, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thb Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 15th February, 1938, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Jlr. Speaker (the Iloii’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haui'k, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers and 197 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Temporary clerks of Certificate Departments. 

•25. Mauivi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Dej)artment aware that the temjwrary clerks of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and Certificate Departments are going to he dis- 
charged soon ? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, what stejw are the 
Government proposing for making provision for the discharged men!' 

(c) Are the Government considering the advisability of employing 
the retrenched clerks in filling up new posts and vacancies? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANUAN 8ARKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
with your permission I shall read out the answers to Question No. 25 
in the absence of the Ilon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: (a) Yes, if the 
Gk)vernment Bill for the amendment of Bengal Tenancy Act becomes 
law soon, in its present form. 

(b) and (c) Discharged temporary clerks who are proj^erly qualified 
will receive due consideration when temporary or permanent vacancies 
occur. 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the retrenched hands will be absorbed in temporary or perma- 
nent vacancies in this department only eg in other departments of the 
Gk>Yernment aloof 
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Tht Hon’bie Mr. NALINI^^RANJAN SARKER: I did not say that 

th#/ will be absorbed after discharg^e. Their cases will receive due 
consideration not only in this department but in other departments also. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN SARKER: What does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean by the word “properly” in the answers (b) and (c) P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Qualifications 
which will entitle them to the posts. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the lloirble Minister please state if the 
qualifications of the retreiiclicd hands were tested at the time of their 
first appointment P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Must have been. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: AV^ill the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
if their (lualific-ations were tested at the time of their first appointment, 
where is the necessity for a test again P 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAR SARKER: Their qualifica- 
lions might have entitled them then to a post in some department, 
but their ([ualifications may not be suitable for a post in another depart- 
ment, say, in the Accounts l)(‘j)aitment. 


Allotments of stationery articles to process-servers* 

•26. Mr, NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (o) With reference to the 
reply given to unstaiTe<l question No. 11 in the Bengal Legislative 
Council of tho November session, 1932, will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the fludicial and Legislative Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the amount budgeted in the last yeai for 8ui>j)lying stationery 
articles to the process-serving establishments of the civil 
courts; and 

(/;) tbe amount actually 8j)enl during the last year in supplying 
writing materials to the process-servers of the civil courts? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if he is aware of the 
fact that no stationery articles are supplied to the process-sen’ers in 
any of the districts of Bengal up till now? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister please consider the desirability of 
issuing a circular letter to alj the District Judges urging the necessity 
of supplying writing materials to these ill-paid Government servanta? 
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MIIIISTER in diargtof JUDICIAL LEGISLATIVE DEPART. 
MENT (the H6ii’bie Nawab Mushamiff Hessain, Khan Bahaclui); 

{a) (i) The allotments for stationen- malle to District Judges were 
increased in 1933 in order to provide for patU and printer's ink for 
process-servers, and such increase has been continued during subsequent 
years. There is however no separate allotment for the purpose. 

(ii) The information is not readily available and does not appear 
to be of such a nature as to merit the time and labour invoh’ed in 
collecting it. 

(h) No, 

(n) Yes. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the increase in the allotments in 1933 and in subsequent 
years, as referred to in answer (a) (/)? 

The Hon^ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

What is your question 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH 8EN: My question is what is the amount 
of the increased allotment. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is a very small amount. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if printer's ink and pads are tlie onl\ tilings that are 
necessary for process servers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These. are small items for which you are asking questions. I do not 
believe you are justified. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the lloirble Minister entitled 
to express an opinion whether a question is justified or not? I would 
like to know the amount of expenditure involved in supplying inks and 
pads. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These are too simple questions for which I have no answers. I want 
notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 
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River Jaimina. 

•27. Mr. PATIRAM ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware — 

(i) that a large area in the Shyamnagar police-station in Khulna 

lacks drainage facility owing to the fall in the current of the 
river Jamuna from Kaligang police-station to Shyamnagar 
police-station ; 

(ii) that the river Jhanjhania on the south-eastern side of this 

afea has been silted up ; 

(Hi) that the residents of the area have no means of draining out 
the surplus quantity of water ; and 

(iv) that the entire area has been re<luced to a tract of stagnant poolP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of the re-excavation of the river Jamuna P 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandyi of Kasim- 
bazar): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) and (m) I have no information. 

(h) In a rough scheme for the improvement of the Jamuna 

river was prepared, but it was not taken up on a<’count of its great cost 
(Rs. 10,78,516). The deterioration of the Jamuna river is due to the 
cessation of the upland discharge following the diversion of the Ganges 
river flood discharge eastward.s. Unless the upland discharge can be 
restored, which is bound up with the question of the improvement of 
the moribund rivers of Central Bengal, mere re-ex c.avation of the 
Jamuna rivei would not have any lasting effect. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the condition of the river 
Jhanjhania and the condition of the residents of those places watered 
by that river were brought to the notice of the Hon’ble the Minister 
when he very recently visited Satkhira and Deudkani in the address 
of welcome that was given to him? 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of Katimbazar: 

Sir, I believe some of these cases might have been mentioned but I do 
not exactly remember. I have seen for myself all that could be seen 
during my short visit to the locality. 
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Mr« SYEO JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether he is prepared to revise the roujfh scheme 
tluit was prepared in 1926, reducing the scale of expenditure for the 
re-excavation of the silted up rivers. 

Tha Hon*bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I may explain to the hou'ble member that it is not ti (luestion of 
revivinpr a particular river which will improve the situation. We have 
got to formulate a comprehensive scheme for impioving tin* condition 
of the rivers of Central Bengal, and T believe during the next budget 
discussion I shall be in a [msition to exphiin the }>olic\ of (Tovernment 
in that direction. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Iloirble Minister be 
ple^ised to state what steps, if any, have been taken by (toverninent 
foi the restoration of the upland discharge of the (ianges. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

Sir, I have already stated that the s<heine in (piestion was piej)aied 
in 1926, but no action could be taken (ui account of tin* heav\ amount 
which was estimated. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Ibm'blc Mimsrer be 
pleased to stat(* if it is a fact that a comprehensive scheme was i)re]>aied 
by the Tessore District Board Engineer invfdving the iinp?(»v(‘ment of 
the rivers Bhairab, hhhainati, Cliitra, KalMidak, Beg])ati and Madhu- 
mati in the Tessoie district, to be fed by water from Mathabhang’^i, 
(k)rai and the Ganges from the M urshidabad district downwards and 
thereby combine the benefits to all the distri(‘ts as well as to the Tamuna 
river mentioned here? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Yes. I am aware of .such a scheme. It is a matter ff)i’ tin* experts to 
say how’ much l>enefit will be derived from the scheme refeired to. 
But T have no doubt that it will improve certain areas. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if he is aware that this comprehensive scheme <* 08 ts only two lakhs 
of rupees and this cost ha.s been generally approved of by the Chief 
Engineer of his department? 

The Hoffi’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRi| NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir. T want ootice. 

13. 
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Quallflaitiofis of the Demonstrators in the Agrioulture Deportment for 
propaganda work. 

*28. Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge the Agrieiilture a ruF Industries Department }>e pleased to 
state — 

(a) th(‘ qualifications of tlie Demonstrators at present in employ 
for propaganda work hy the Agriculture Department; 

(b) the ninnher of permanent employees and the number employed 
on a temi)orary basis at present serving in the department; 

(r) the salary paid; 

{d} wliether the permanent employees are on grade pay; 

o 

to if so, what is their grade; 

(/) whether the Demonstrators get. any travelling allowance; 

{;/) it •'O, whether the same is calculated on ilu* distance covvicd or 
whether it is a fixed monthly allowance; 

(//) if it is a fixed allowance what is the rate at which travtdling 
allowance is paid; 

(/) vvh(‘ther it is a fact that Demonstrators ha\e to confine their 
propaganda uork within a radius of o miles of the place where they 
are stationed ; 

(/) whether the Demonstrators draw any tiavclling allowari(‘e alien 
thev an* r(‘(|uircd to visit ])laces outside* this •> mile area; 

(/■) whethei the Agricultural Demonstrators are encouraged to 
widen their sphe'rt* of work by dor rig jnopaganda work outside this 5 
mile limit ; and 

(/) if 80 , at which centres this is Indiig actually done in the dis- 
tricts of Nadia, Murshidabad and L^-l’arganas. 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HabibuMah Bahadur, 
of Dacca): («) The l)emon‘Jtiators employed l)\ the Agriculture 
De]>artment for propagarula work have passed eitlier of the lollowimr 
three examinations : — 

(t) Final examination of the Agricultural Schools at Dacca or 
Chinsiira ; 

{ 11 } Refresher Course examination; and 

(ill) Departmental examinations held at the Dacca and Rangpur 
Farms. 

(h) The number of permanent employees (on propaganda work) is 
60 and the numl>er employed on a temporary basis is 42. 
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(c) *0 (<?) The permanent employees are on the graded pay of 
fi«. 25— -30 — 212 — 50 and excepting the ten special Demonstrators 
placed on jute restriction propaganda who have been selected from the 
permanent cadre for 6 months only from the Ist December, 1987, on 
their substantive pay plus l/oth of their substantive pay, all temporary 
Demonstrators get a fixed pay of Rs. 25 each per mensem. 

(/) to (h) The Demonstrators are hot ordinarily allowed travelling 
allowance; but if they are required on special grounds to travel l)eyond 
their respective jurisdictions travelling allowance for such journeys 
only is allowed to them as admissible under the rules. The ten special 
Demonstrators referred to above whose jurisdiction is the whole of the 
district in which they are employed are however given fixed f ravelling 
allowance of Ks. 80 eacli per mensem. 

(?) Yes, excepting the ten >i>ecial Demonstrators referred to ;ibo\e. 

0) Yes. 

(k) No. 

(Z) Does not arise. 


Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pWsed to state in cx)nnection with Question 28(k) wliy Government 
should not encourage to widen the sphere of work of the Demonstrators 
for doing propaganda work outside this limit? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Because it takes all their time to do the work within the area of five 
miles. 

Dr* H* C. MUKHERill: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that ni(»8t 
Demonstrators are attached to Government farms and Klmsmahal f4irms 
which is the reason wliy tliey cannot travel outside their 5 mile radios. 


The Hoffi’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of the matter. 

(Dr. H. C. Mukherji rose to ask a supplementary question.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mukherji, you are not entitled to ask any 
supplementary question straightaway, until and unless I have called 
out your name. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to his answer (i) where the headquarters 
of the ten Special Demonstrators arc? 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The ten Special Demonstrators are meant for jute propaganda. They 
get their orders from Calcutta. ^ ‘ 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is the Iloirble Minister aware that this 
fact is mentioned in the report- 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai is not a fair supplementary question, 
Dr. Mukherji. A question as also a supplementary question are intended 
to elicit information. If the information is available in any report, 
etc., I do not think that you should try to elicit that fact over again 
l»y putting a supplementary question. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: When were these ten Special 
Demonstrators aj)pointed ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is it a fact that the former Demonstiatois 
weie given travelling allowance at the late of Rn. o a month!-' 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 am not aware of that. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if tlitue is any report from the ten Special Demonstratois 
rt'garding the prcquiganda work done by them in the interior — I mean, 
is tliere any tour diary? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is the Ilon’ble Ministei^ aware that the 
number of Demonstrators in the Durdwan Division is not equally distri- 
buted, and that they are imn-h smaller in numlier than in other areas? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that. I shall enquire. 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Supplementary Estimate for 1937-38. 

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

8— Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (iovernor, I hep: to move that a sum of 
]{s. t7,000 he grunted tor expenditure under the head “S — Proviiicial 
Excise’^ during the eurrent > ear l987-d8. 

The motion was put and a^j:reed to. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Mr. Speaker, Sir, (unnot we 
have any i^reneral discussion on this supplementary hudpfct? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If members are anxious to hav(‘ such a <liscussion 
they may. There is no ])ar to having- a ^»-eneral discussion on the 
supplementary hud^^et. 


11— Registration. 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendati()n of 
His Excellency the (iovernor. I be^^ to move that a sum of Hs, 
be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” during 
the current year 19-17-38, 

Mr. MANMATftA NATH ROY: Sir. I move that the demand be 
reduced b> Rs. 100. and my (d)jec( is t(» di'^cuss (h<! (juestion of the 
appointment of the additional Inspector and other additional staff. 

Sir. it was only in August last that the Hon’ble Einance Mitiister 
gave us an assurance that verv anxious consideration would be given 
to the (|uestioii ot reduction f»t tlie exjiendilun*. He also felt that reduc- 
tion was p<fssihU* in tlic pay of the officers of (iovernment, esiiecially 
ill the ease of the officers at the to]>. Notwithstanding all that, we now 
find that the proposal is to have more Inspectors in this department of 
Registration. The plea is advam-ed that the work in that department 
has increased. Sir, it must he within the knowledge and experience of 
persons who are conversant even witli the A. B. (b of administration 
that work in Government offices .sometimesf grows apace and that some- 
times it slackens. But that is no reason why w hen the work increases, 



182 SUPPLEMENTAEY DEMANDS FOR GRAIffS. [15th Ebb., 

additional staff -fihould be employed and when Jbe work slackens th« 
staff should be reduced. I do not know, Sir, it that is a sound policy 
for the administration to follow. I havC som« experience of adminis- 
tration, althoup^li it is in a smaller and hunafelar sphere. My experience 
has been that efficiency is not obtained by tbe number of persons employ- 
ed hut by the manap^ement at the helm. (Ironical cries of “Hear, hear” 
from Treasury Benches.) That is what fjives efficiency to the work 
of any department. Why do you want to liave an additional Inspector 
and additional staff? There may be some justification, if at all, for 
having some more mon at the bottom, hut there is no justification what- 
soever for [laving more officers with liigh salary at the top. There is 
no justification, it seems to me, why you sliould have an additional 
lns]iectoi‘ for the llegistration offices, on llie plea that tlie volume of 
woik ttiere has increased. 1 ])ut a stiaight (juestion to the Hon’hle 
Finan(‘(‘ Minister, and I want a categorical answer as to whether it is 
not possible to carry on tin* incieased work with the existing staff, 
es])eciall\ with the staff at the top. 

Sir. the Ilon'hh* Finance Minister alxi gavi^ u> an assurance in 
August last durin<,i the liudget debate and also during (he debates on 
demands tor giants that he would call a eonterenee of members of this 
House, s(» that (he (juestion of retrenchment could be discussed across 
the table, and he also gave us an assurance that he would draw up a 
8upplementar\ statement arising out of the points rai.sed during those dis- 
cussions. I ])ut a definite (juestion to him, and I also want a categorical 
reply as to whethci' that statcumuit has been jireparc'd. 1 have no doubt 
that he gavt' a definite assurance to this House that before the next 
budg(*t he would call a conference. Has he called it? Sir, 1 pause 
for aji answer’ W(‘ c(U’tainl> took liis assurance to be a serious one. 
But as things have hajipcned, it was onl\ something siud for and to suit 
that jiarticulai' occasion. 1 think. Sir, it is a ver\ serious matter. Not 
onl\ we and other- members of this House but also the members of the 
Treasury Benches f(‘el that national reconstruction is impossible without 
reduction in exjienditure — without economy. AVhat serious attempts 
have been jnade to reduct* the exjienditure? What do these supple- 
mentary demands mean? Do the\ mean in any way that there has 
been an honest am! sincere attempt to effect economy? I think the time 
has come when we should be 'more anxitius for l eduction of expenditure 
and effect real ecomuuN and as much etonomy a> jiossible in tlie present 
administration in order to carry on the work of the nation-liuilding 
dejiart ment s. 

Dr. NALINAK3HA 8ANYAL: Dn a jKiint of order, Sir. It is 
understood that you have not invited geneial discussion on the 
Bupplementarv budget. Umier the rules it is incumbent on this House 
to have time allotted for general discussion and thereafter take up 
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dajnands for grants, '‘inhere is one particular difficulty regarding the 
present supplementary demand, because we find a very laige amount 
provided under “ChaigetL expenditure” and for such charged expendi- 
ture there w’ill be no deiaiknd for voting. I submit, therefoie, that 
you will kindly give us som# time for general discussion. 

Mr* SPEAKER: So far as that is concerned, whenever a 
motion is moved, it is open for a membei not only to move it but he 
can enter into such general discussion may l>e j>ermi>>ibh« undei 
the rules.. So far as the charged expenditure i^ <*oncein(‘d. it is open 
for.meinhers to have geneial discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: AViil Iheic be no gencial discus- 
sion on the supplemental V (hunaml un presented, as picnidcd in tlu' 
rulesy There are two stagc'i — tliat of gruieial dis(‘u*<si<ui and of 
demand for grants, which is followed b\ vofing, 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is open to tlie inemheis to haM‘ a general dis- 
cii>''i()n if they like. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then do I undeiMand that geneial 
discussion will be ])ei‘inis>il)le in ev<‘r\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That i> so. 1 made it absolutely clear that 
immediately alter a jiurticular demand is moved, it is o])en for u 
member to rise and speak about anything in the general disiussion of 
policy if it is a voted item, and us legards othej items which are not 
voted geneial discusMon can be iiia<le at the stage when 1 mention. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My difficulty is that you will rule 
out general discussion wlien a parthular item is moved and ask us to 
confine ourselves to the particular motion under discussion, lint 1 think, 
Sir, w’e have a right to have g-cncial di'^cussion on the whole supple- 
mentary budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, iJi. Sau;sal, you aie labouring under a 
terrible misapprehension. The supplemental y e-^tiinate which is before 
the House is of a restrictive character and sucli general discussion, us 
is 'allowed by all conventions, can only be pcrmussible if it is in the 
nature of a policy which arises out of the .supplementary budget : no 
extraneous matter ran be touched. Therefore, if you enter into a 
general discussion on an item which traverses the subject-matter of 
the demand, under discussion, j'ou are fully entitled to do so. I do 
not think, however, that there can l>e an.f wide roaming about as is 
generally done in the case of an ordinnrv demand. 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the light of your ruling, 'how 
can we criticine generally the veiy policy of placing a supplementary 
demand made in the course of six months, particularly when only ^ix 
months back a full budget was passed and only two months after that 
another supplementary budget was placed before the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou can discAiss it wlien the general budget is 
under discuhsion. Will you let me know on which rule you base j^our 
conteiition P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am refening to hection 81 ol the 
Government of India Act which says — “and the provisions of 
the preceding sections shall have eiVect in relation to that statement 
and that ex])enditure as they hav<* efl(‘(t in i chit ion to the annual 
financial statement and the exjiendiline mentioned thereon.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 iild invite yemr 
attenti(»n, Sir, to secticjii 121 of the Rules and Standing Oiders. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it your point that gcuieial diM’Us^ion must come 
in first befeue a particular demand comes in? 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: if I may be permitted to 
say so, it is youi- business to ])rovide time feu the geneual discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER • I kno\\ what is ne.\ business, but I want to find 
out fjom Dr, Sanyal under what rule he hedds that geneial discussion 
must come hist. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Section IKi lays down the stages 
and section 117 of the Assembly Rules and »Standing Oielers provides 
that “on a day oi- days to be ap})ointed b\ the Governor exercising his 
individual judgment, subsecjuiuit to the elay on which the budget is 
presented and for such time as the Governoi, exenusiug This individual 
judgment may allot for this purjMcse, the Assembly shall be at liberty 
to discuss the budget as a uholc or any cjiiestion of principle involved 
therein, but no motion shall be moved at this stage, nor shall the budget 
be submitted to the vote of the Assembly” : so that that <‘omes before 
the voting stag’e and these rules apply facto by virtue of section 

121 of the Assembly Rules and Standing Orders to supplementary 
demands. So it fcdlows tliat general discussion must come first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this matter is concerned, to-day has been 
allotted both for general discussion and for voting, and that is why 
T am bolding this view that so long as general discussion is permissible 
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it eaa be raised on a particular demand when it is moved ; but if any 
laember wanted at that stage to have a general discussion on the entire 
policy of the supplementary estimate, I cannot rule him out but 1 will 
have to permit it. If any member wants to assail the whole policy of 
the supplementary estimate he can do that at any sta^e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is exactly what I claim. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMIS It will be rather inconse- 
(jnent if we were to assail the ju>licy of the whole ''nj)]>lementary budget 
on one particular grant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am saying that that is an item of business which 
can intervene at an\ stage it a m(*mbei wisht's to bring it in, 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The diHiculty is that uhen a 
particular grant is asked tor, the discussion i.s to centre r<>und that 
grant; unless we aie gnen an opportunity of having a general dis- 
cussion first and the discussion on jKirticuIai grant follows there would 
be difficulty. But according to \our decision we can now start the 
general discussion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: At any time. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Mi, Speiiker, Sir, it is really 
I eg^r^'ttable that we an* jitesented h(*r(‘ with a second sup))lementary 
demand by the Hon’hle Finance Minister within three or four months. 
In September last we agreed to a supplementary grant and b)-da\ after 
three or four months the Finance Minister comes with a se(‘ond supple- 
mentary demand before us. This House has agreed to that supple- 
mentary budget of September hist and to-day we have a budget with 
charged demands on which head.s we are not to vote; we are U} grant it 
automaticiilly. This budget, 1 submit, demands Rs. :U lakhs including 
Rs. 2 hikhs for “General Administration”. I have no hesitation in 
stating that P feel obliged t-o ojipose the way in which it comes. Of 
course, I have no right to opjMise the demand. If it comes in tliis yvay 
consistently and periodically and if the monev from the Public Exchecpier 
be dra\y n in this way, nolmdy knows yvhere we shall stand. If it proves 
anything, it proves that the Ilon’hle Finance Minister when he drew up 
his first budget, either could not cahulate rightly what would be the 
general demand on the Kxcheiiuer, or he did it deliberately to have it 
passed tlirougb this House and to stifle onr ojiinion on the matter by 
cliarged demands. I agree with the dietum of the Hon’hle Chief 
Minister wliich lie laid down yesterday that I should not attribute any 
motive to the Hon’ble Finance Minister. I impute no motive when I 
aay that by making .such demands over whit'h the House has no control 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister wants to stifle our opinion. 1 am quit# 
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sure that the Hon'ble Minister had these figures and items in hia 
mind wJieii making the original budget, but he was doubtful if some 
of tliese items would be carried through. The Hon’ble Minister boast- 
ed in the la.st session that he got no defeat and had these been added 
he was afraid that any -of his demands might be defeated. Therefore, 
he thouglit it Avi.se to include these figures in a supplementary demand. 
It is never too late to he wise, but I would ask this House to consider 
seriously whetlier it should approve this belated wisdom. I want that 
the House raises this (luestion to the point of a principle and I assert 
that it is a thoroughly bad principle. 

Has the Hon’ble Minister been able to make out a case for this 
8upplemeiitar> grant Is the c(»untry in warP Is there famine and 
pestilence in the country that his calculations have been wrong and 
more mone\ is n<‘cessar\ for the administration? Where is the 
emcrgeiics ? The general condition ot the* country is as it was in 
August last. Nothing alaiining has ha])pened to make the last cal- 
culation wrong. I submit, therefore, that these demands are 
unnec(‘ssary and w(‘ cojjld do without them, had they been calculated 
rightly at the ])roper time, i.e., at the time of the original budget. 

1 now' come to the general discussion about the administratiem. I 
need not remind the House ot the timeworn grievances about the top- 
heav,\ administration. 1 ha<l really hoped that the j)resent Govern- 
ment woubl pay attention to this question and make every effort to 
cft'ect ade(juat(‘ economies in difierent directions and utilise the same 
(out of thes(‘ retrenchments) for nation-building and constructive 
purposes. Hut instead ot that what Ave find is that they come piece- 
m(‘al with the demand for administration and on ever}’ head the cost is 
being increased. Prom time immemorial avc have complained of this 
costl) administration, (’jin the Hon’ble Minister lionestly declare 
that he has exhausted all sources of cutting doAvn the expenditure and 
that it is absolutely iKM CssarA to ask leave of tliis House for this addi- 
tional grant? No. (’annot the inembers force doAvn the hands of the 
Ministers ti> look after tlu‘ <‘conomA and to minimise the cost of ad- 
ministration and give more moncA for nation-building and con- 
structive Avorks? Let us in all seriousness make this (juestion of '^'ur- 
tailnient of ex]>enditure for the administration a question of first rate 
importance. 

1 now come to the third point, namely, the demand of Rs. 25,000 
for travelling nlloAvance of the Ministers. Here I draw the attention 
of the House that in the last budget we agreed to Rb. 34,500 for this 
head, and in these six months travelling allow^ance has been increased 
by Rs. 25,000. Of course 1 totally agree Avith the principle of touring 
of the Hoii’ble Ministers in villages, towns, municipalities, and every- 
where to let peoi)le know* their policy and enlighten them about their 
workings. Hut I submit tlmt this House will agree with me that the 
tours that some of the Hon’ble Ministers haA'e undertaken, have not 
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been c<>Bductefl in the right manner. We have heard of irre.^^ponsible 
statements made by some of the Hon’ble Ministers in miifassil, the 
consequences of which have been broken heads and threatened destruc- 
tion of some quarters of some di^tri(‘ts. The Hon’ble Ministers have 
by their speeches aroused the worst passion of the listeners and have 
denounced tlie representatives ot certain constituencies as enemies and 
traitors to "Islam. I liave ^(‘t to know what the a<lministration of a 
country lias got to <]o with the tlieosojibv and theology of a particular 
religion. The Hon’ble Ministers liave already formed certain ])arties 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (’onj^rcss pa!'t\. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Parties (hat liavi* no existence. 
3.he} liave to organise them I need not retm an\ mori* to ilies<* acts 
ot (onunissinn and omission. The list is a formidable one. What I 
want this Hou'^e to consiibn most dispassionately is that are ve 
respon.sible for the public money, ot which we are said to be the zealous 
ciistodi ans, that is being spent b\ the Ilon’ble Ministers not in the right 
manner y Shall we approve the conduct b\ vyhich th»‘\ have conducted 
tbem.selve.s in vuriotis places y An unstable Ministry which is liMik- 
ing at daiigets ahead is out lot consolidating its jiosition by attending 
jiaity conieia'iices, and that too yyilh tin* hel|» of jiublic money. Sir, 
we on this side of the IIou.s^* cannot b(‘ a ]>arty to that. I ))roposr‘ 
most seriously that the Hoii’ble Ministers before undertaking tours 
should obtain the sanction of tin* House 


Khan 8ahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL; U the mem. 
ber entitled to a written sjH‘ech y 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Well, that <d)jection has alre.uly 
been ruled out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already dei id<*d that yyhat is sauce for the 
gander is also .sauce for the gooM' ! 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : I was saying, Sir, that the Hou’ble 
Ministers should obtain the sam tion of the Houw* before expenses are 
incurred on touring. For m.y self, J want a bettor administration and 
better work for nation-building and const ructiy’e works for tliis 
country. Before money is spent for the tourings or for any adminis- 
trative purjmse, where the administration is top-heavy, my submission 
befoiie the Hcnise i.s that this House should demand that these expenses 
should he sanc tioned by the House before the Hon’ble Ministers spend 
any money on the.se. With these words I resume my seat. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Now that at least one member has spoken on 
the general discussion, I think it will be convenient if the stage of 
general discussion is finished, because 1 was under the impression in 
the beginning tluit there was nobody willing to take up the general 
discussion and that the House would proceed to vote straightaway. The 
subject, however, is now open for general discussion, but I must give 
this warning that this general discussion must be severely restricted 
to matters arising only out of the supplementary demands and nothing 
else. I think the House will approve if I close the general discussion, 
say, at b-4b p.m. unless there are any speakers wishing to speak in the 
meantime. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: M ay 1 eiKjiiiie if to-day is the only day for this 
bu.siiiesH, or whether this discussion can be continued another dayj^ 

Mr. SPEAKER : No, we may go on with this ilemaiid to-morrow, 

• if ncces.s 4 uy, but I do not think that this is a matter of such importance 
that vve need carry it over till to-morrow. 1 fix ti-4-'> p.m., subject to 
exigeiHiies, when 1 slmll take up other matters. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is the 
third time that we are asked to vote t<»i grants and I cannot congratulate 
the Finance Department on its placing before the House three budget 
estinmtes in the course ot a single year. This can be termed as peaceful 
penetration of the public treasury or approaching the public treasury 
by a back d<H)r. Hy doing this, 1 submit the coun1r\, a^ a whole, may 
lose conhdcnci* in that dejiartment foi it^ indecision Se\eral ’teiiis 
liave been placed liefore us for our vote. The first item that I will t-ake 
up is Provincial Kxcise. Hut the general policy of this deiwitmeut is 
such that lU) grant should be voted at present for it. During the last 
session the llon’hle the (^hief Minister made pixunises that he will try 
to enforce proiiihit ion in this country within fi\e years and we expected 
that he would begin or at any rate the ( ahinet would begin their work 
immediately after the close ot that session Hut now we find that 
nearly six months have passed awa> and no substantial work has been 
done* in that direction. (The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. F^znui. Huq: I 
exjiect you to give up drinking.) The llon'lhle the ('hief Minister. Sir, 
asks me to give up drinking. (The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. Fazlvl Huu : I 
do not mean you in particular, hut you in the plural number — collec- 
tively.) Hut, 8ir, I can assure the Hon ’hip the Chief Minister that, not 
to speak of drinking, 1 do not even indulge in smoking, and he knows it 
perfectly well as 1 hap[>ened some time ago to be his disciple. (The 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazi.ii, Hvq: You are a good boy.) Now, 
Mr. Speaker, in season and out of season we hear that this CaJbinet is 
pre-eminently a Moslem Onbinet and we exi)ect€d that the policy of 
prohibition would be vigorously pursued. (Question, question.) 



im.] SUPPLEMENTAEY DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. 189 

Tht HoiPble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Can this matter 
be discussed in course of u siipplenientary detiiand r 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think, Mr. Sarker, you can raise any 
discussion on tlie omission ol the Hoirble the Finance Minister; 
you can only raise a discussion on the commissions of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. I think that will piobably give an idea of what the 
Hon ble the Fimuice Minister has proposed in his budget and that alone 
should form the subject matter of discussion; cigarettes and drinking 
may be left out for the time being. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: \es, they are all minor vices, 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: This question of pml.ibition, 
Sir, is now in our forefix^nt. It is 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am atraid this also is out of order. It has 
nothing to do witli the (rariahata Fxci'^e Case. 

Khan Bahadur HA8HEM ALI KHAN: The Excise Budget has 
already been parsed and accepted h\ the House without opposition. 
Has my learned triend got an,\ right to discuss it again y 

Mr, SPEAKER: \es, Imt that does not take away his right of 
general discussion. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Here, Sir, in, the hist item 
Hs. 4i,()(M) has been demanded fur expenditure on u particular criminal 
( a^e. 1 mean the (laiiahata Kxcise ( onc. Sir, in this poor country the 
spending ot a> much a> 47, (MM) im a particulai case can only be 
termed a^ luxuiy. (The Hon'ble Mr. N.u.im K v.v.mn Skmkku ; It baa 
all gone t<i the pleaders » Sii, the llon’fde the Finance Minister .says 
that It has all gone to the pleaders Jt that amount is given away to 
pleaders, I say he ha^ given a\\a> niroe than is deserved, (l^iestion, 
question.) Now, it tins kind ot things goes on and il ten cases ol this 
nature are started in one particulai xear, (hex will eat away most 
probably the greatei part ot the revenue ot the province. J submit, Sir, 
that the .s4K)ner these kinds of luxury cases are stopped the better for the 
country. 

The next item stand.s under tlie heiid “Registration”. Here I see 

Item, namely, the iippointmeiit ol an ad.Iitional inHjtettor of regis- 
t^ration offices. So far or up to this time we find tlmt thi.s department 
as gone on witlMtut an officer of this nature. We do not know what' 
additional woi^k has been addeil to this department so that a new 
appointment has become necessary. We do not know whether this 
kind of appointment is created to patronise a particular person or not, 
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or whether this kind of appointment is really necessary. If it is for 
pationising a particular person or a particular gentleman, then I submit 
that the expenditure should not be voted by our House. 

The next item is under the head “Other taxes and duties” and the 
amount of lls. 4,000 is demanded as charges under the Electricity Act, 
hut I submit the conduct of Government with respect to the Calcutta^ 
(jorporation 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKCR: Is that relevant" 
here 't 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I do not think that is permissible. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: With respect to the electricity 
charges, I ma^ be permitted that the general policy of the Government 
in regard to electricity is not commendable t^) the House. 

The next item stands under the head “General Administmtion”. 
Here 1 find seveml heads of expenditure which do not commend them- 
selves to us in any way. I draw the attention of the House to item 
No. 2 of the Explanatory Memorandum which siiys that the Hon’bie 
Ministers have toured more extensively than was anticipated. I submit. 
Sir, the Ministers luive taken more than sufficient amount by touring. 
So far as 1 remember, I have seen in newspapers that a Minister at the 
time of towelling is entitled to four first class fares, ten third class 
fnres and in addition, Rs. 25 halting allowance per day under the rules. 
If these things are <'onsidered very seriously, one Ciui easily understand 
that the Ministers are determined to take Its, 5,333-5-4 which was given 
to a Minister before the Reforms came into force — (A voice: By the 
hack d<x)r) — or as one of my friends has suggested that they are taking 
aw’iiy the amount by the hack door. 

Another item which I beg to bring to the notice of the House is the 
appointment of a Special Officer in the Revenue Department in connec- 
tion with the proposed en(|uir\ into the land revenue system. We do 
not know who thi-i blessed officer is, hut so far as rumour goes he is a 
retired civil servant 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I hope you will not mention names. 
You can discuss the general principle hut it is not desirable from the 
{mint of view of p<irliameiitary conventions to mention names, although 
you can refer to persons in a general way. 

MauIvi ABU H088AIN BARKER: Sir, according to your direc- 
tion I am not going to mention his name, neither was it in my mind to 
do so. I submit, we do i\ot know' who this blessed officer is. But so 
far as rumour goes, he is a retired civil servant — an old gentleman who 
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has been appointed on a salary which is rather fat and which is inoon- 
ceivable in the present financial circumstanc-es of the province. It is 
also reported that that ijeutleman is now beinj? sent to England in order 
to teech an English Lord who does not know anything aliout the land 
tenure system in Bengal hut he is expected to come here 4JS the Presi- 
dent of the Land Tenure Commission. A friend whispers whether he 
will he the teacher or lie will he taught. So far as my 
information goes, the pro|>osed lh*e.sident of the laind Tenure 
Oimmissioii will he taught hy the gentleman who has been 
appointed hy the present Ministrv and wlu» is fortunate enough 
to proceed to England very shortly to perform his duties so that the 
proposed President may c<une here with a little hit (d knowledge of 
the land tenure system that is prevailing in this country. If my report 
is true, if one English gentleman is apjMiinted as Secretary ami another 
is imported from England or some other country as President, 1 submit 
it is practically an insult to the intelligentsia of this country. T say, 
if eleven gentlemen could he found in this legislature fit to he Ministers 
holding the highest resp<msihility in this country. I womler to see that 
no one could he found here to he the Secret^iry or the JMesident of the 
proposed Ii<and Tenure (Vmimission. It is rejKirted in new.s^xipers that 
in another province a gentleman from the Calcutta High (V)urt Bar is 
being taken as IVesident of the I.»4ind Tenure (’ommission of that pro- 
vince. Now, I submit, if a man with sufficient intelligence and know- 
ledge could not he found in Bengal, there were gentlemen outside 
Bengal — 1 mean trm‘ Indian*' — uho could have been brought to preside 
over the |)ro|>osed liquid 'I'enure Commission. 1 may incidentally 
mention in this connection the name <d Mr. J iiinah, a prominent law\er 
of the Ifomhay High Court, 1 ma> also (juote the name of Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapni of AllahalKid or of .Sir .^ultan Ahmed of Patna (»r Sir 
Safaat Ahmad Khan 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER. Are we discussing 
the land tenure system of Bengal ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is in order. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: There are other gentlemen, 
Hindu, Muhammadan or Christian, who might have been brought to 
prp.side over the C^immission. hut instead of doing that, the President 
and the Secretary, are being brought from a purely foreign countr>% I 
again say, it is nothing hut an insult to the intelligentsia of the 
country. I think, this has been done only on account of our inferioti^ 
complex or slave mentality. This is mere waste of money. Had fhere 
been a geDt]eman cho.sen in our country, the expenditure would have 
been far less than what we have to pay if w bring foreigner^ to preside 
over our commissions. 
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Then, Sir, I take up the subject of agriculture. Here a demand has 
been made for miscella neons jute restriction propaganda. It has been 
argued, and it lias been proved that jute restriction propaganda has 
been a total failure in Bengal, but in spite of that, items after items 
are being placed in t»ur demands and supplementary demands, and we 
are being compelled to vote for them, though we perfectly know that 
this kind of grant is quite useless. 

Another thing. T have incidentally mentioned that the Agriculture 
Department have performed their duties very cursorily with respect to 
this staple crop, jute. While tliere is a widespread demand for fixing 
the price of jute, Government have up to this time done nothing 

Mr. SPEAKER: T am afraid, th^it question cannot arise. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: 1 have mentioned only a few 
-of the items given in the supplement4iry grants. I think. Sir, I should 
not proceed any further. Gnl\ T hope that this kind of supplementary 
grants should not he brought forward again. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amount 
under the head “General Administration’' was Rs. 1,53, 08, 000, that 
is Jth of the total expenditure. The sup})lementarv estimate under the 
bead “General Administration” is Rs, 1,03,000 and in the explanatory 
memorandum that has been submitted herewith, it has been stated that 
the main reasons for this supplementary estimate are as follows. 
'First of all the Hon’ble Ministers have toured more extensively than 
what was anticipated. Then two Sj^ecial Gthcers have been a])pointed 
in the Finance Department, and one Special Officer has been appointed 
in the Revenue l)e])artniejO 'riien the proceedings of tlie Filection 
Tribunal were unusually protracted. These are the main reasons which 
have necessitated the supplementaiy grant of Rs. 1,})2,000 under the 
liead “General Administration”. 

First of all 1 shall <leal with the travelling allowance of the 
Miniater.s which amounts in this case to Rs. !35,000 in the course of a 
abort period of two or three months. The object of this tour of the 
Hon’ble Ministers has been well-known to the public and the people 
at large. Their object clearly was not for any administrative purpose 
but to carry on a propaganda in favour of the Muslim League, to carry 
on propaganda in favour of the Ministry and to carry on propaganda in 
favour of their organ “Azad“ as against the Congress and as against 
those members of Krishak Party . who true to their Kriahak 
Party interest have not joined the Coalition Group. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, allow me to narrate what happened in my 
District of Tippera. Tippera was the victim, I shall say victim, of the 
visit of the three Hon’ble Ministers at a time. It was the victim of 
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the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the Minister in charge of Labour, the 
district of Tippera has got nothing to do with labour, and the Minister 
in charge of Justice, accompanied by some members of the Coalition 
Group specially my friend Babu Birat Chandra Mondal (Laughter). 
I shall prove that the object was not for any administrative purpose, 
but to carry on propaganda in favour of the Ministry and the Muslim 
League. And this visit was due to the invitation anti call of certain 
members of the Coalition Group to punish those members of the Krishak 
Party who did not join the Coalition Group. (Question.) Immediately 
after they had gone to Tippera they went to the outlying station of the 
district to Daudkandi to punish Maulvi Ramizuddin, a member of this 
House, who did not join the CcKilition Group. (A voick: What is the 
nature of the punishment!’^) I shall show what is the nature of the 
punishment. The Hon’ble C^hief Minister when he stood up to deliver 
a speech, Maulvi Ramizuddin at the outset wanted to put a few 
questions to the Hon’ble Chief Minister, and the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
assured him that after he delivered his speech he will be allowed to 
speak. But as a matter of fact when the speech of the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister was finished Maulvi Ramizuddin stood up to put a few (juestions 
and to speak on the matter. (A voice from Coalition benches: Were 
you at the meeting!'') I was. 

Mfi SPEAKER* Ordert order. Mr. Datta. I do not think 1 aiti 
intervening. But with the little bit of parliamentary e.xperience in 
this province that I have, I do not yet know' that interruptions smooth 
matters. They always create difficulties for the party which interrupts. 
And I would appeal once again that particularly at a time w'hen coutn>- 
versial matters are likely to ruffle feelings, members w'ill kindly see that 
they do not interrupt. That will only create difficulties in their w'ay 
and not in the way of the other side. (Hear, hear from Congress 
benches.) 

Mr. DJ1IRENDRA NATH DATTA: Maulvi Ramizuddin w'as not 
allowed to speak. Another gentleman on behalf of the Krishak Party 
was present in the meeting. He wanted to speak, but he was forced 
to sit down by the Subdivisional Officer himself in the presence of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Of course I shall not trouble you with what 
the Hon^ble Chief Minister spoke, but T .shall quote one sentence which 
will go to show in what way the propaganda was carried on. ^ The 
Hon’ble Chief Minister said “ TTH* 

ntw wni BTiwsr 'iwtmw 

On the Day of Judgment 5 members of Comilla will rise with Sarat 
Chandra Bosfe and 4 members will rise with me,” That was the speech 
which was delivered by the Hon’ble Chief Minister at Daudkandi. 
Then at Langalkot the Hon’ble Chief Minister could not go on account 

14 - 
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of. illness. The Hoii’ble Minister in charge of Labour and the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of^ Justice went to Langalkot to support another 
member of the Coalition Group. There Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdhury, 
a Congress leader and a lead^ of the Krishak Party in our district, 
wanted to apeak. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour did not 
allow him to speak. The audience that was present wanted to hear 
Ashrafuddin, A chaos was created. The Superintendent of Police 
intervened and whispered to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour 
that unles.s Maulvi Ashrafuddin Chowdhury is allowed to speak he 
would not be able to maintain peace. It had the desired effect. The 
Hon'ble Minister allowed Ashrafuddin to speak. Subsequently a 
member of their group referred to the deceased father of Maulvi 
Ashrafuddin Chowdhury. There was chaos and the people left the 
meeting, and the meeting was dissolved. That was the situation. I 
shall narrate that as a matter of fact the object was to carry on a 
propaganda in favour of the Muslim League. This will be apparent 
from the fact that a booklet and a leaflet were distributed in the 
meeting. The booklet goes by the name of 
1 

printed and published by T. Ahmed at Calcutta Art Printers, 11, 
Wellesley Street, Calcutta, in the name of Maulvi Muhammad Yakub. 
This booklet was distributed in the meeting' and a leaflet which I have 
not got with me. This booklet will show as a matter of fact for what 
purj)ose this tour was undertaken. It has been stated in the booklet: — 

cntifsront sri'HR'iisiw TOR? OTi? 

'Si'ti 'Sjs fiSR 4iir?Tir 

m\ to ? to ^ to ? 

m*rT r<KiHR 'SUCi Ini'S W(I? ^TT, 4T4SI STO? 


Mft AHMED H08AIN: On a ])oiiit ot ordoi, Sir. Is not the 
•member going too iari^ He is entitled to discuss only the general 
principles. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been very carefully hearing the speech and 
I must say that if (lovernment wants to bring a supplementary demand 
for enhanced travelling alh>wances of the Ministers, it is certainly open 
to an> member of the House to enter into the w'hole question of travelling 
allowance of the Ministers and the manner in which it is spent. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: On a point of information, Sir. 
Is there anything in the Book to show that it was distributed on behalf 
of the Cabinet? Any member of the public might distribute it. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of Labour presided over the meeting at Langolkdfin which the booklet 
was distributed. There was u rally of the peasants in the town-hall 
compound of Comilla. It came on the 9th of Decemb(*r. The young 
Muslim students who were said to be the V(»lunteers of the Muslim 
League were incited to violence. These volunteers assaulted the 
peasants, snatched away the posters and they were creating disturbance 
in the meeting so that tlie meeting may not ibe held. The Hon'ble the 
Chief Minister appeared on the scene. He received ovation from these 
young })eople who were creating disturbance and who a few minutes 
l>efore assaulted the poor peasants. He did not care to attend tlie meet- 
ing, !but the j)easants were eager in order to lay their grievances before 
the Chief Minister hut tlie Chiet Minister received ovatitm from the 
youngsters but did not care to atteinl tlie meeting. Immediately alter 
the occurrence, he addressed a meeting in the Mudrassa. It is a sj)eci- 
men speech that was delivered in that meeting. I shall tell .\ou, whi(‘h 
will clearly show for what purpose and object the tour was undertaken. 

He said — 

SK'rFt I 

tr ynTTO" 55 1 55 ^ 0^ 515 

5^t55Tff I ^ <F53 OT5 TO ^*5T5T TOT5 TO PPT player 

TO5T 5r«n5 ^ IW STTf^T 5Tt55r 5Tf55T 0^ CTO 5‘T55lTt I ^T5T5 TOT 

offside ^ 1 ^ri’TOT f5TO 2Ff55r c^«(;;5 fm\ '6irM;5if-"STTO5 CRi 

5^ C5TC5[?” 

He further said — 

“TOTTO srrr^ to 5 5c^ tot tim 

5;;^! ^^5IC^51 Hf55T TO5T 5T5r5 ’TO «?fttTO 

5‘155'lfT I CTtf, <15;:'5 *Ttf TOT, WrT5C5 5T1 2ICTO 

OT ^<TO5 TO5T C5<tl aWl? 5115^5 ?nTOT51 ?5rW5r C5^ C55 

TOTO5 TO5 ^ CTOTOI SIT’RTTO ^^TT 55 TOt;?nF;tTO5 TO TT^CU TORI” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: lias ihe ( ’ongress 
engaged shoHliaiid rejM)rters for the purpose!" 

(A voice. Yes, yes. That was the speech that wa.s delivered by the 
Hoij'hle the Chief Mini.ster.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is your version? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: That was the thing at Comilla. 
Then he went to Hajiganj. There wa.s a large number of peasants 
assembled at the Masjid compound. There was a prayer. Some of them 
left the compound and there was a meeting li«id under the presidency of 
Maulvi AshrafuddimAbmed Chowdhury and in this meeting disturbance 
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was sought to be created by the League volunteers at the head of one 
of the members of this House. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(The House was then adjourned for lo minutes. ) 

(After adjournvicnt.) 

Mfi Ms 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: In view of the discussion in this 
House about the general discussion of the budget and in view of the fact 
also, sir, that we have another day to-morrow will you please extend 
the time ^ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I be permitted to proceed 
and finish my speech within 15 minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am afraid your time is up, and it is very diffi- 
cult for the to extend the time-limit. Once I allow that, I will have 
to allow an extension in the case ot everybody, 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot understand 
why the hoii’ble member wdio has just resumed his seat, has so exhaust- 
ed himself in opposing the demand for an additional travelling allowance 
that is before the House. After all. Sir, what have the Hon’ble 
Ministers done to deserve his censure? They are accused of carrying 
on propaganda on behalf of the Muslim League during their tours in 
the Province, propaganda on behalf of an organization tlmt takes a sane 
view of the politics of the day. Those who live in, glass houses should 
not throw stones at others. Are the Congress Myiistries in the seven 
Congress Provinces (Cries of ‘‘They are resigning” ; “They are not 
seven but six”) — they are still seven — innocent of the charge of carry- 
ing on propaganda on behalf of the Congress at the cost of the Province? 
Most decidedly not I I submit they are doubl.v guilty. We know that 
the w'hole of the C. P. Congre.ss Cabinet toured from place to place to 
carry on propaganda on behalf oi their organization — I mean the 
Congress. (A voice: But they tour on bullock carts.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a paint of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled, while we are discussing the supplementary 
budget as regards travelling expenses, to refer to matters connected 
with the work of the U. P. and Bihar Ministries? 

Mr. 8PEAKCR: I cannot rule it out if it is relevant. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPANJiNi! Sir, the U. P. Cabmet, as I have said, 
travelled from place to place with the object and purpose of carrying on 
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electioneering propaganda. (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal : Question, 
question.) It is no use the honourable member questioning my state* 
ment and trjing to interrupt me, because I shall not alter my view. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : It is untrue.) Members of the TJ, P. Cabinet 
travelled from place to place not for the benefit of their health lut to 
propagate Congress ideas and ideals. The Congress Ministers “shifted” 
from Amroha to Saharanpur and to various other places not only to 
carry oji propaganda but to canvass on behalf of their nominees in 
elections. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Not at Government cost.) There* 
fore, Sir, I do not see how this demand that i.s before the House now 


Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ^ 

a$T mrU5i record COT 

tour Ut 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Sir. I am being interrupted so often tliat 
it is almost impossible lor me to ]>roceed with my speech. The honour- 
able member has failed to make out a case and I submit, therefore, that 
this demand should be passed. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: 

discussion *£l ^ I 

^ CTO? sTTOI? ^ TOTRC?? travelling dl? C?<( CTO CTOOT?! 

TOTO TOTC^ fTOFtl m 5t?TO?? 

I TO?T 5Tr*(T?[TO ?c«i c?r«(ff s;? ^ C? 

5TJRTC?? HCen CHC*t? $RWT?T?rC^ C^T CWC*T?l 5R5tT*n?C®t? 5’T?nrT? 

to ?! ?*r?rr Executive Council H ffOT. JTT?! ffCT^ (5*r?r 

CHC*(? 5i*twr<rr?c®T? fs? ?'c^ to?? c^ Td^ii tot®? ?t i 0*1 <i 

r^TTOTO STO ? CTOi? C?*t ?C? ?T?\, CH‘*t \§I? CHC*tir 

5C? C^TO? bt^lC® 51? I ?n?TC?? 

TOTO Itoi? fait 5^, «tta? 5^, ^s*m toyr tot®? i ?5tot toto, 

?1fTO e*tT® TO? ?n ?^r?T? ^t?? c?to 

f?4& fa? «tT4;?T? 5i?T CET^ TOT® ??i ?5i<c?c*^? ntol STOT ?IOT 

gRn(?i?C*t? f??^ «(*tf?to ?r TO4, M?4TC?« new fl?t Cabinet a? toc? C? 
nnwr to?? to srt TOc?? TOtin tot^ vr\ f?cn? to <aTOW 

f?ik*w<iH"l ?tpt TO??i TOt TOr?r TOT5 nifw fw? ?KTO acTO c®[wr 
aCTO TOWT CTO TOtTC?? ?T??1? Wfft Hl?IH?>\*tl4 CnTOR TOT, 
®Tw? n;?',?T? 5i?T, ®*ic?? ?f?T? TOmwf^ e ?1f^ 8f.T?;TO 

ff?T nwew 1 wracTO nf?® n^cw ®tc?? srnfnnt siTimT? f??*!rn f?cw i nnew wwre? 
cTOr n? 3TO f??*an ?wr tot^ nT?T®^ ?t \ a? toto? mr?" 1? nnn tottoto al 
a?cn c? 5 twt to? cwIIt ?c? tot^ to c? c?cn? cwt91 :wt6^ ctoto fnwr? e nJ??Ti 

«?T TOT TOl *?T??^ ?«frt TOT?? f?CTO ?Ttocy TOWt ?[?T ??. C?Cn? TOTOTHCWI 

nj?-»T;T<?T WR?c?? TOT. t?cn? CTOTO ?Tro TO rcf TO? c?! 8 ptot at 9PfT TO 
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fiOTRi *ra^ Pii ^ c’w wrowni ^irarw irn*tR, ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ SOT rw to ^ 

(TOiCQi : ' -■ ^ H'aVi'bll ®R3lt®rJ 5TR, t^TO TOT 

fctWt w%i ^ 1 ^ 5WTO<c Tot sral H«(miMt«Rr to? S’^to ?Rr- 

*'ap^Tf islwrff 2PFT*( TOC??, ?f? ?iT8nii ^sfs ??, ?t^to ?«n^ c*r?r pt?. 

errTO TOT? TO ?? err?!! we <fto to? ?r i Sir. fa^qiro 

f»r^ ^ a? yiTOTOT? fro to?T? smr totto?, e to- 

*n? sf?v TOTTO? ^fro a?«t C?TO R 8ITO OlWlft STTO ^’CTO?, ^Tt? 

olcditf er^ ?r, to;^? ^ jtoto wto ?;;? fro ctoto w c?f?c?ii' 

?f? aw TOTO TOTO ?;«( to OT ?r isr?’:^ to a^ ?twt ’(f?TO ?Tto 

c^fenr? Tf5fe?1? e fwr Sty Sir, a?r*T? to ant?e TO^t?^ 

S*ff^ CTO cTOfcroi ®iTf? fcroi Wk ^tororsf 

m ?f5r toe?? a^ ^??to? TO;r«r a?ff?? yvcro? Sro 

TOira m to; ^K[ to. to e? SPCT TOTC? erot? (Laughter from the Opposi- 
tion lienches ) a^^ ^C5PT TOTT a5?;ir fCNTO?*! TO*T C'C? Sty ^*e?c?? I 

?CTO 'TOJTtrto c^?Tt?i 


Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA s Mr. S])eukei you have time and 
again ])oiiited out timt no motive is to ht imputed. The member in 
course of his speech just now repeated the words ‘fc??T TO*r TO’ll 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Oolam Sarwar Hosaini, \ou must withdraw 
that exjuession 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI : I am sorry: I 
withdraw it. 

?e * ? r? TOTOt *<*aV‘'ea"l cror? e^nxy? t?^ f^^yre? fsr? ?t? ch? 2P(e*t? 

OTTTO y^ ^ero ero «rrey? W? ai^ eroe?? i Wi? *(1e?TOT? 

r? t e^ ?ftoT? to?1? totto®t c? «tytor croc?? crey 
a tfbu'iito ?r c’c? ’trt? ?ti Sir, ^tor to cto TO?*t? srjI totww to to? 
?t?f?c y? <TO TO a?^ District Board a? TOTO ^TO 3^1“^ 5RTO ^ 

c?e?T ?e?toii r?t cMci?? 5?^<nT y? ??i ao? fy crorr to? ctot to c? to?^ 
jpg*tTOTTOte®T? a? 3Pt*tey a? c^ai? ®i?hito*t 3;*!* ^rrot^yro hTC'S y’?^e5?i 
^ttor? ytorN*r M^nac T ? eoto sit^ tomroy tott froe?? ?h?1? jwt? 

TOto\ 5?to TOTO 5?ytor cyro dias a? 53? ac? ?!:yf?TO— 
TOTO ^ TOt? sryry y? 7 ci'’ to toto TOJtl? y'a'torroy cror? 
TO?*t yc?ei? <51 y'jTTO otto e? to? f???' isTO cy^OT 

aro y’c?c?? C3 3 *toc tor? TOy srt cro:? to ??, totI^'tot? cto 
Snfnro ??, croc? tot? yt?TO <\<Hif? to to yro? sw to in? ^ yrro Wy ye?, 
TOT TO ?5T CTO ^JT?Te 53t«iiy t?, TO f?fy yc?; aTOc? croc? cro? to?? '?y? cro 
Snto ??, cy fy ?y? fyro? to?, cy fy ?y? vey to to? 1? ?*art tow? fy 
cyre? c3l>T ytto?? ' to? c? to? tome?? y*(T anrt? srro y?T ccicf , tor? 
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^ p« Nsrnpw TO5C ia»wr ^ w^xnrt'fiTO krt mf*pt 

4W>«im '^U«K ^ s^ror "1;?;^ c*mt>ti 5n(^«nw wre ?< C¥5 _«r; 3 ?ri .<»m 
^ n rtn,«i<ii>il« p©T ftii.w *nnt f7i Wsr* •fy'atBTCT <wTN * w^ cx 

vSr» flSr WTO <i;!c«(?i a s(*»R:5f‘«jBt'a?6i w ^ rw * 1^1 ^*i 

WR ^ ^ B[TO M.L.A^ ^ ni[ CtK^ !MR *ra1 ^OFTCf 

^ ^ Hfeiii ^rcu f? j^raRl? *ra[^ toto *21^ ®(tWnf 

Cabinet aS Snc^ TO C^TO ^<vl\5 *01:5 CJll 5RT jftCHPl 

©ciir*i5JHA 5n1^ fro ( Cries of Shame, Shame ) totol STTIWTl UR ’ ^f 
«(*a1 *ro*^ TO f^l TOR TOR CTO TOR* ■Ot^ 

^’CTO, »(7W(3rr ?rt ^'rri tor tor cto fan;^!'^ ^rsR T rt y^i 5^' 

^T’C^^yRR *t^«W TOR ypST vf TOTO? 5Tf^ n f ^ti 'l f B lfl TO(Cf I 

a ^TOR RRT TO 2fTO toI? ^R. \irR Cabinet ^TO 5t«{ytltlRC*R 
fsnc 1 TOTO snwiTOT^ 5TO snro TOft^r i ®rrf*t ^ ^’c^i niR ^ — 
fWR ?FtTO ?5^5n ^^P^^TO STFTTO. $ TOR^F^^fTO CFt*(;;<t1 R ®TOT $m R 

CWR« «a?p^ srtfR^ tort?? ^rto tor TOR*r g .Rticgi«t i ^ ^t tor 
S ir, RTO ^*(R, STO, *tTOl? toI HR!KR< ^ TO? 

^'U5 ’TTR ^TOTO. 3ITO R TOR TO Rt ^TO TORT 

5<^>i5(®(C‘^ SnfRT TOR 1 iiR srrfJt aryr^ ti“;«r f> ri? T ^ *f^R*STO 

Sf¥?r STRTO STRTIR 1 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir As t 
have particular inotioii.s >taii(liiig' in my name 1 had no intention to take 
part in the ^^eneral dis(u>>ion on the .supplementary demands. Ihit, 
Sir, some of the items l>ro])o^ed as non-voted expenditure in the 8U}>le- 
mentary budget seem tt) me quite inexplicable in view of the provision 
of section 78(.‘J) of the (rovernment of India Act. Section 78 (o) ^ives 
specific items which can be included under non‘\oTe<l heads; liul J see 
that in the su])plementar\ ^rant presented under head 2 ') many items 
have been included which cannot be broujrht under the catejfories 
mentioned in section 78(.‘>i. Take for instance the items about clerks 
and all such thinjfs. I for myself cannot understand how aprain suc^ 
items as contingencies, honoraria, travelling allowances, etc,, included 
under he&d "*2)(’(1) — ( ivil Secretariat*' can be so de.scribe<l. There 
are other items also under head “‘JoK — E(1 > ’> — Other contingencies”. 

I think these items cannot by any stretch r)f imagination be covered 
by section 78(oj. In that view, Sir, I submit that this jmrtion of the 
budgetjias been irregularly presente<l. 

Then, Sir, to jud^Bre the merit of this portion of the budget one will 
find the e3li)laiiatory memorandum added to the demand under head ”2o” 
much toef^shcrrt ^abd ]»ithy. Hon'ble members will kindly notice that 
the amoiQit o? Rs. 1,92,000 includes two comparatively heavy items — one 
under ”2oC(lt — Ci\il Secretariat” and the other under “General esta- 
blishment IJ(1) — 1 Pay of officers”. Now,’ Sir, I cannot understand 
why this expenditure of Rs. 7)0, tMX) w'hich has now been proposed under 
sub-head “General establishment” could* not be anticipated before. 
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This relates to no temporary esta'blishment and is no snch unforeseen 
expenditure as could not ibe estimated at the budget time yet this is one 
of the heaviest items under head “25 — General Administration” — of 
this siipplementarj^ budget. 

There are otlier items under head “25” which also require explana- 
tirui. But the explanation has not been offered in the memorandum. 
Take for instance, under detailed account “2oD — (.’ommissioners — Pay 
of officers” the amount of Rs. 12,500 “charged”. It is said laconically 
that “a ‘charged’ officer was appointed in place of a ‘voted’ officer, the 
latter being appointed on the Coal Committee of the Government of 
India and thereafter proceeding on leave”. But why a non-voted officer 
was not appointed in place of a voted officer? Why a charged officer 
was ajipointed there? That has got to be exjdained. Again, in respect 
of charges under head “25H” relating to the High Commissioner’s 
budget, there also it is stated that the jjrogress of actuals reveals under- 
estimation in the original estimate. If there was under-estimation 
certainly the Finance Minister wa^ responsible for that. Why there was 
under-estimation of such a pretty large sum and he could not estimate it 
before, he has got to explain to the satisfitetion of the House. 

With these remaiks I svill com hide ny\ observations in connection 
with the general discussion of the supjdementary estimate. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; I will begin all at once 
by saying that we are concerned to-da\ witli a motion for Rs. 3,42,000 
of which we have no right to speak about Rs. 2,42,000 “charged”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y oil have the rigiit to speak but not the right to 
vote, 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: AVe are concerned with 
an amount of Its. 98.000 only which I think is a petty amount. It has 
been suggested by one of the members of this House that the tours of 
the Hon’ble Ministers are for the benefit and in the interests of the 
public. May I ask the Hon’lde Ministers to tell this House whether 
it is really for the benefit and in the interests of the public? I might 
suggest that it is not in the interest or for the benefit of the public, 
but rather it is detrimental to the interest of the public. I can say 
from my personal experieiue, wlien one of the Ministers of this House 
took the trouble of visiting vsome of the places of my constituency, 
that a sum of no less than Rs. 3,00(1 was collected by the people of the 
locality to accord him a princely reception. Can anybodji" <teny that? 
Everyone knows that Satkhira is a poor constituency and famine is 
going on there from time immemorial. can say* from ray personal 
experience that District Executive and Subdivisional Officers exact 
money by way of donation and subscription to accord reception to the 
Ministers who visit those places. 
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Tki Hoffi’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY1 It is absolutely false. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I say it is detrimental 
to the interests of the public. From a newspaper report 1 find that a 
certain member of this House was beaten at a certain meeting in the 
district of Myniensingh. Is it or is is not in the interest of the jublio 
that the head of a member was broken at a certain public meeting in 
which the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was himself present. If my 
information is correct, the officers, particularly the District Magistrate 
and the Superintendent of Police were present there. Is it in the 
interest of the public 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Yes. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: public that a beatijig 

was given to a certain member of this nou*<e who comes from tlie 
district ot Mymeiisiiigh !*" Well, something has been said about the 
Congress Ministiy ot other Provinces and some members said that 
people living in glass-houses slnmld nut throw stones at others. 1 am 
not referiing to C'ongress Ministry of any otheT Proviiices. May I ask 
the Hoirble ^linistei in all sericnisness is it the (uily Ministry in India 
that is run by a Muhaminadun majority!'^ There is the Ministry in the 
Punjab ot wliich the ('hiet Minister hajiperis to be a Mussalmnn and if 
luy information is corieet. tlie:e is tlu' oj>]>osition there, but up till now 
I have not heard ol any ease oi head-bieakin^ in the Punjab as in 
Bengal. Is not the Ministry in the Assam constituted l>y a Chief 
Minister who happell^ to be a Mussalman? I will not s|)eak of the 
North-West Frontier J^rovinces, because the Mini*'tr) then* is character- 
ised as a Congress Ministry. I am speaking of the Muslim League 
Ministry ot Assam in which the (’hiet Ministei hapjieris to be a Mussul- 
man. 1 know that .some members ot tliat House made extensive propa- 
ganda and tour in the interior ot the Province to break the Ministry of 
that province, but no question of head-breaking arose there. (A voice : 
What about Sind?) A friend ot mine remimls me ot Sind. I am not 
going to say anything about Sind. I ask the lIonTile Ministers present 
here that while they ai*e touring like ordinary propagandists from 
district to district, from subdivision to subdivision and from village to 
village what interest they are serving by taking public money? Not direct- 
ly but indirectly they are receiving somewhere a dozen address, some- 
where at leaat jtialf a dozen addres.ses of welcome and subscriptions and 
donations are tpC8u,*ted to enable the Ministers to make speeches. I may 
remind the representative of South Calcutta that we are not living in 
glass-houses; altimagb the Congress people may be living in glass- 
houses, that is not my concern. We are living in open air and under 
the sky. The question hasheen dragged in jannecessarily that hlvnisteTB 
tre travelling abroad from village to village in the interest of the public. 
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but 80 far as my constituency is concerned I was present in my consti- 
tuency at the time when tfie Hon’ble Minister of Communication went 
there, but I could not jro there only because of the demand of some of 
the members of my constitutency who came forward and asked me if he 
was there to see that malaria was driven out of my constituency. People 
came and asked me if tlie presence of the Minister of Communication 
and Works would drive awaj^ malaria from the country*. Somebody 
sugf^ested that if that Rs. 3,000 collected for his reception were spent 
for purdhasiiig and distributing quinine in that locality, greater good 
woulld have been done to the people. 

The Hoh’ble Mri H# S, 8UHRAWARDY: Some congressmen said 
so. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I will add a few words 
niori* and tinisli. I ask my tri(*nd the Maulana Sahib in all seriousness 
bow can be of all persons evioi think ot granting Rs. 47,000 under the 
liead “I*rovincial Lxcise . l.s it or is it not a fad that only the other 
day the Chiet Minister gave an assurance that he was going to bring 

about a total prohibition within a period of three or five years P Is it 

or is it not a fact that he is trying to bring about total prohibition by 
a sujipleinentary grant ot Rs. 47,000 of all persons Maulana Sahib is 
going to sujjport the item under the major head “47— Excise”. He 
has spoken much about Ashrafuddin rhaudlmry and others. Will he 
agree with me or will he not agree with me that while speaking in one 
of the public meetings at Noakhali be challenged one of his colleagues 
and used expressions which I do not like to rep<'at here. He went so 
far as to say that this particular memlier of this House who belonged 
to his district should be .slaughtered if jjower were given to him, and 
be also added many other similar epithets in regard to an hon’ble mem- 
ber ot this House, Sir, I will not repeat tliose expressions 

as it will not be fxarliamentarv to repeat them in this 
House. May 1 ask the Maulana Sahib what was his busi- 

ness to go to Comillu, to go to Mymensingh and to other places with 
the Cliief Minister P Was if also in the interest of the public? Did 
the people of any (d these places invite him to look after them.’^ The 
people of (\)milla never wanted him to look after their business. 
Comilla has got sufficient number of people to protect them, who know 
very well what is going on in the country. But, Sir, tlie Maulana 
Sahib went there to create a disturlvance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hashemy. you must withdraw that expres- 
sion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: All right. Sir, I will 
ol)ey the Chair, and withdraw the expression. Was it for the purpose 
of creating a peaceful atmosphere in Comilla that he went there? 
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Certitiiily not. I ask him to rise up in <his seat and sAy who invited 
him %> Comilla? Was it the people of Comilla, or the district autho- 
rities %r tihe Chief Minster himself? Let him rise up and say. I 
pause for a reply. »Sir, there is no reply. He might have gone there 
at the invitation of the people of Comilla or it may be tihat he went 
there at file invitation of some of the officers of Comilla. Sir, it is not 
only wrong hut it is also shameful and disgraceful to suggest that the 
Ministers are travelling here and there in the interests of the public. 
Only to refute that charge, only to say that it is not a fact tihat Ministers 
are travelling in their own interest'^, let them say wliat tliey have to 
say to their Ilj.n(lu and Muliammadan friends sitting in Calcutta. Thev 
hate the power — the Chief Minister hu^ the power to hroadcftJf his 
speecli from Calcutta. S<i that people all over Ifengal can listen to 
him. He can, I am >iir(*, instal mac}nne> in every flistrict and with 
the hel]) ot thos(» macliiiH*'' he can i>roadcas1 his speech and we are (piite 
prepared to make tlmt arrangcunent and tind tliat moiiey in tlm next 
hiidget, if only to save (Hir heads. L(*t him hi-oadi'a.st his speech, lei 
him enuntiate liis j)oli( \ , let him dictate his terms from Cahuitta, hut 
let him not g(» in the mufassil hen* ami tloTe and Im* making spee('hes. 
With these words 1 take m> seat. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 extremely regret 
that I cannot characterise the attacks that have been madi' iij)on me 
personally as mean and des])i(‘ahle because thes* expri'ssious would l>e 
unparliamentary. (Hear, hear) But 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I rise on a point (d 
order, Sir. Is it not unparliamentary to characterise a statement as 
mean and despicable? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. All that the Ilon'hle the Chiet 
Minister has said is that he would not cull it mean and despicable, 
because that would he unparliamentary! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All the same, Sir, I wish 
to say a f^w words in order to state certain ta<’ts for tin* information of 
the House. The House will rememher that an adjournment motion was 
tabled in this House signed by not less than 4 persons regarding the 
incident at Iswargunje and at that time I rHjue.sted you, Sir, to allow 
this motion to h^ discussed, because I wanted an opportunity to con- 
tradict the malicious lies that were being circulated throughout the 
country by the reptile pres.s on the basis of which that motion hod been 
tabled, without any enquiry into the real fuets. Now, Sir, I will make 
a 8tat:?ment as to those incidents. I have here in this House two of my 
colleagues, the Hon’ble the Finance Ministi^r and the Hon’ble the T^abour 
Minister, who were themselves present when th^ alleged incidents, 
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besides one or two other members of this House, and I take them to 
witness whether what I am stating here is not the truth. I submit, Sir, 
I forget the exact date — perhaps it was the 18th or 19th December last — 
I was due to go to Iswargunje. On the way, and in spite of all that the 
papers may have said about me, triumphal arches were erected which 
blocked my progress because of the people that had collected and because 
the teachers of the primary schools and oth^r schools came out in pro- 
cession to* meet me. I was delayed by alK)ut 2 hours. When I went 
there, I found a big gathering and I began my si)eech by saying that this 
is not the first time that I came to Iswarganje. I came here about a 
year ago aritl on that occasion I came to support the candidature of 
Mr. Bokainagari and it pained me very much to .say that Mr. Bokainagari 
after being eh'cted was noi only voting against me but making scandalous 
references to me in pubUc meetings, ((hies of “Sliame, .shame”.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I would recpiest the hon’ble 
members not to interrupt, because, as I have said before, it is likely to 
jeopardise the vc*ry interests which they liave gc»t at stake. May I 
recpiest th* Hon'ble the (’hief Minister to speak from the back because 
other members are not being able to hear liim })roj)erly? (Cries of “Go 
l)ack, go Imck” from the Congress Benches.) (Tlie Ilon'ble Mr. A. K. 
Ia/lfl Hru : Yes I go back, provided you can go forward.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now to resume, Sir. As 
soon as I .said that people in the audience cried “Shame, shame” 
and upon that Mr. Bokainagari siiid that he also cried shame. As soon 
as he said that a number cd people rose up to lay hands on him, and I 
called out to Mr. Bokainagari and asked him to do one of three things — 
he should come up to the* dais, stand by my side and say what he has got 
to say and I would afford him full proteedion, or h ^ sho\ild withdraw the 
remark h»‘ had made or withdraw from the meeting. Mr. Bokainagari 
was evidently hesitating. He was at a distance from me — it was a 
gathering of more or less about dO,(HM) to 40.000 ]>e<)ple, — and I asked the 
District^ Magistrate to go up to Mr, Bokainagari and have a talk with 
him. By the time that the District Magistrate went up to that place 
there was a crowd and some one in the melee assaulted him. I declare 
most solemnly that I never s;iw’ what occurred, because of the crowd, and 
never knew that Mr. Bokainagari has been assaulted till about 15 minutes 
later. The District Magistrat ^ came back and told me that unfortunately 
Mr. Bokainagari had been assaulted. I asked him what steps he hod 
taken after this incident and he told me that he had himself given a 
police escort to Mr. Bokainagari to convey him fo a charitable dispen- 
sary, where his wounds would be attended to. This, Sir, is the wliole of 
the incident, and it is absolutely false that I ordered Mr. Bokainagari to 
be beaten ; it is absolutely false that I interrupted him or that I did not 
allow him to speak. It is absolutely false that I restricted any one from 
freelv SDeakinip at the meetinsr. 
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These false statements are being circulated in the press and it is not 
in one instance — I have got heaps of instances and one day perhaps I may 
release them for the information of the public as to the manner in which 
I am baing misrepresented in the press in order that a situation may be 
created in which I might be looked ui)on with disfavour by the entire 
Hindu community. Sir, an attempt is being made to tmint me in the 
blackest type possible, to misrepresent me, to wean away frojii me the 
sympathy and support of my Hindu friends. I regret very much that 
this .step is being taken and the incident of Lswarganj is of that 
character. With regard to that I may add that Mr. Kinderaley, District 
Mf^gistrate of Mymensingh, wrote to my friend Mr. Sflhruwardy a letter 
which at the present moment is not with me because 1 did not know that 
this point would be discussed. It i^ in my house and I will prodiic.? it 
to-morrow^, if necessary. In tliis letter Mr. Kindersley wrote that a few 
days after the incident Mr. Ih)kainagari went to see him and told him 
that he was sorry for what liad happen m1 and that he had no intention 
of carrying that matts*r further. I do not think that Mr. Hokainagari 
himself cherishes any ill-feeling towards me or that he himself complains 
that I had ordered him to be beaten. The incident whitdi took pLao is 
an incident for wliich we are all very sorry and which we mn never 
have anticipated. It is extremely r.^grettable that facts should be dis- 
torted and that responsible members of this House should deliver 
speeches on the assumption that I had ordered Mr. Ilokainagari to b * 
beaten. 

Now, Sir, as regards the tours that had been undertaken, I may tell 
this House that it w’us our intention in the course of th ‘.sc tours to get 
into touch with the people, to hear their complaints about various 
matters and especially regarding the working of tlie Debt Settlement 
Boards and Co-op^Tative So(‘ieties. Personally, I also wanted to get into 
touch with the teachers of primary schools and members of union boards 
in order to devise means, if possible, of introducing primary education 
without enforcing the provisions of the Primary hhhnation Act. 1 submit 
these are all in the inter ests of the public ami this cannot be done from 
headquarters in Cab utta, and I do not see any reason why it should be 
said that we went about to carry on a pn>paganda for the Moslem T^eague 
or any other political organisation. It is true that in th * course of our 
talks we had dis<*ussion8 al>out tlie League, about the formation of Praja 
Parties and so on and so forth. The.se matters do crop up when members 
of the Government happen to be in th * raufassil. I think it is a healthy 
sign of the time that villagers know how to approach members of the 
Government in order to place their grievances befor* them direct. I 
may mtmtion to this House that as a result of my tour whenever I have 
found an* educational institution urgently in need of mon *y, I have 
sanctioned a grant from my discretionary fund and I have taken steps 
to see that its real and legitimate grievances are redressed. Wherever 
1 have been, so far as educational institutions are concerned, they have 
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been benefited and not in one or two instances but in several people have 
come up to me and talked to me freely and discussed with me problems 
not merely of primary or secondary education but also problems of 
administration in general. I submit that all our tours have, therefore, 
))een justified. 

As regards expenses, I admit that perhaps it would have been 
economical if we had travelled in third class instead of travelling, as 
we have done, in first or second class, as it may be. That is a point on 
which our friends may offer us advice and if I find that there is sympathy 
and not inenely this kind of criticism — which unfortunately I cannot call 
rabid because that would he unparliamentary — tlien, Sir, I am prepared 
to commend to my colleagues that in future we should also travel third 
class, 1 have travelled third class and I can trav-l third class, and I 
am personally not afraid of travelling in third class, but it is not a (’ase 
of the class in which we should travel, but the whole ])oint is the question 
of policy whether the Ministers should tour about the country or not. 
All over til * world members of (bjverninent do tour, and if they do not, 
it is to their discredit. Even Ministers can come into personal contact 
with the people and know’ from their own lips what their view’points are 
regiirding the various proldems of administration. I submit, therefor.% 
there should not be any acrimonious debate so far as tours are concerned. 
Certainly memWrs of the ojijiosition are at liberty to criticise the policy 
underlying the exjienses that have lieen incurred, and I take it, Sir, tliat 
the members of th * ('abinet welcome all the remarks that they have made 
minus the ])(‘rsonal attacks that have been made and they will all take 
into consideration the suggestions that have been ]»ut forward, and in 
future w’hen tours ar * undertaken they will see that neither heads nor 
legs are broken. 

Mfi SPEAKER: I think, 1 should bring this matter to a close after 
the llon’ble the Fiiiame Minister has sjioken. 

(StVtrtl niBinbers: Put Mr. Pokainagari should be given a chance if 
he has anything to say by wa;s of personal exidanation regarding the 
Iswargiinge incident.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no question of any personal explanation 
to be given by Mr. Pokainagari unless be wants to controvert any of the 
points referred to by the Honlde the Chief Minister. As far as I have 
been able to judge the Ilon'ble the Chief Minister does not appear to 
have <‘ast any refiection on Mr. Pokainagari. I am afraid, ray hands 
are tied and I can allow Mr. Pokainagari to speak only by way of 
personal explanation if there was anything of the nature of a mis- 
understanding or mis-statement of facts which have been referred to by. 
the previous speaker. Mr. Pokainagari did not take part in the contro- 
versy at all. It was in reference to the speeches of other members that 
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the Chief Minister had spoken, and as such there may be no occasion 
for any personal explanation on the part of Mr. Bokainagari. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I am very mutv to say that 
nine-tenths of the spee(*h of Mr. Fazlul Huq related to Mr. Bokainagari. 
As an hon’ble member of this Uouse, surely he has the right either to 
refute or to support the Chief Minister, and it is, I think, our privilege 
to know the facts because things have been stated which are controver- 
sial. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Unless Mr. Bokainagari wants to challenge any 
of the statements made by the Chief Minister, I cannot allow him to 
speak. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED : ^ 

Mr, 8PEAKER: As he has challenged the stiitement ol the 
HonTde Chief Minister, I will only permit him to sjauik so far as it is- 
absolutely necessary, but I \si\i not allow him to transfer this discussion 
into a debate. There are certain fads referred to by the Chief Minister 
and Mr. Bokainagari is perfectly entitled to say which part of the state- 
ment is not correct. Anything moie than that he is not entitled to say,, 
but he might get his chance latei' on to <lo so in some other connection, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Shall I then be entitled 

to say that Mr. Bokainagari’s statement is not correct, if he makes any 
statement eontrary to the statement of the Hou’ble the Chief Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, I cannot allow this discussion to be 
turned into a controTersial debate. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: T he «ontroversy has been 
started by Mr. Fazlul Huq 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am permitting Mr. Bokainagari to controvert 
any part of the statement of the Chief Minister, if he wants to, but my 
task is being made more difficult by the interruptions of the members 


Mr. M« 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEDS Would you please speak in 
Bengali, Mr. Bokainagari does not understand English? 

TIm Hon’bla Mr. H. 8, 8UHR AWARDS: Then how can he contro- 
vert the statement of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That fully supports my contention that unless the 
Chief Minister’s speech is translated into Bengali for him, he cannot 
really challenge it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This is a matter which concerns 
ev'ery member of this House as a matter of privilege. If the name of 
a member is mentioned an<l a certain statement is imputed to him, it is 
up to any member of this House to demand a personal explanation. 
If that is not done it is a denial of the fundamental right of the mem- 
bers of the House and I hope you will uphold our privileges in this 
matter. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I am atraiil in their exuberance and zeal certain 
members of the House are not altogether realizing the position which 
I have taken from the beginning, and that position is that in a matter 
where the name of a particular member is mentioned, he is fully 
entitled to otter a personal explanation. But the personal explanation 
cannot be in the fiature of a speech, and if for the matter of that Mr. 
Bokainagari wants that any tact to l>e contioverted as not i)eing 
correct, he can only refer to that part and nothing more. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U rose to speak. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Basu. I think I can appeal to 
you more than anybody else that at a time when the Chair is speaking 
any interruption even on your |>art would make the task more difficult 
than what it is. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I have not uttered a word up till 
now before I spok o — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Bui you are interrupting me in the midst. I 
was saying tliat Mr. lk)kainagari is entitled to contradict any part of 
the statement which the Hon’ble Chief Minister made. I give him 
that opportunity. I am quite prepared to give him that opportunity 
if he says that he is willing to do it. But as I understand he does 
not know English, I hope the Whip of his Party will kindly explain 
to him that he should strictly (‘online himself only to that paxt of the 
flftatement which he says is not (‘orrei't, and nothing more. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: 

H tHH*ltt W’lTtS SWR 

^ i TOTW ’TOSfr sm, fro to 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot allow that. You will only 
say which part of th^e statement is not correct. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: 

(A VOICE : He has not said that.) — 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8:On a point of information, Sir. 
Is prompting allowed ^ 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mi. Speaker, Sir, I think the 
^\'hip of Ihe ]*ai'ty is entitled to help a member of his party when he 
does not know English. (The Ilon’hle Mr. II. S. Sviiu wvardy : To 
make incorrect statements.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact I have asked the AVhip of 
the Party to do it. 

Chief Minister W mm W 

^ srn:^ 

«rp^ TO? te5 •nra? »aTO tir cn” 

31 cnijT ^rr’RT?! ®ntT c?t? 1 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: tijt? c? ^ TO? f?i5T? ?r 

ic’CBi ctrt? CTO TO" to jcc^i ^’cn i »nfi s( ' c^ i ; ^trcvc?? 

TO? ?arTt? w 2[r«C^ ?r aro TOifi: ^;3iiTK !?to tot tot jwt toi 

Mr.BPEAKER: f3f? w srr?^ TO" ^c^R !?i 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: ^c^tTvc^rit TOfa[ case 

?r I ^’c?ffTO — «n1? case ^?;? ?r i «n1? stro ^ 

vnt*l case ?r, TOT i 

^Tsw? ch^ich i?*?sr?ca 5 t??t?^ c?t? ?*T?*rn5T^ ch^ich f?ic? c? 

TOT W trcscv ?vi 

TO? ?T5T nCtjtVC^R TO? C^ dias C«tC^ <5^ CTO sTT^CT — C n BWH 

tro TOT (!l?t TOT? CTO I 

TOR TOrt TOITO ?’CTO? C? IIH? CTOt TO TO f?l «nf? CTO TO ?fTOfl C? 
ITT? CHU^i TO ?C?t? I airT? UR C?*r^ ?T I (Cries of shame, shame.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The Chief Minister said one 
from amongst the crowd went aniT assaulted him. Mr. Bokainagari 
says not one from amongst the crowd but one from Minister's party. 
15- 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Shamsuddin, 1 think you 
realize that this is in the nature a personal explanation. The 
Hon’ble Minister said that somebody from among the crowd whom 
he did not notice. Therefore there cannot be any question of contra- 
diction there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARMAR: Sir, 1 am 
extremely sorry that I have to come to this Assembly for th(? third 
time in connection with the expenditure for one year. I quite appre- 
ciate the resentment of some of the inembers of this House that I have 
come to them for the third time. I quite realize their difficulty if 
piecemeal budgets are submitted to them. But, Sir, last year was an 
abnormal year. We were new to the othce, and at the beginning of 
the year or even at the middle of the yeai I could not, or for the matter 
of that niy colleagues could not, estimate what would happen during 
tJie year. That is wdiy foj' the third time I have to come to you tor 
additional expenditure. 1 can assure you that in future 1 shall try 
my Ix^t not to demand giants for expenditure in a supplementary 
budget unless of course by force of ciicumstances 1 am comjielled to 
do so. Sir, 1 will take uj) the budget items first without going into 
the non-financial matters which have aiisen in the course of the debate. 
My friend Kai Ilarendra Nath (ffiowdhujy has asked for explanation 
of some of the items under “General Administration.” He referred 
to allowances and honoraria and asked why this was “charged”. Sir, 
under section 247 of the Government of India Act allowances, etc., 
of the membeiH of the Civil Service or other services who are appointed 
by the Secretary of State are charged on the revenues. In this case 
the allowances referred to are allowances to members of such servicevS, 
and so they are “charged”. 

Next, Sir, he wanted to know the exjdanation about Ks. on 

page 11. Though there is a demand for Ks. r)r),0t)() under “General 
Administration” there is almost a corresponding amount of saving under 
the head “Administration of Justice,” which will be shown in the 
revised estimate in the budget I am going to present in aliout two or 
three clays. 

Sir, in the matter of the pay of Civil Service, it is veiy difficult to 
estimate the amount at the beginning of the year, because some of the 
members during the year may he tiausferrcd from the Executive to the 
Judicial Branch and vice versa. That is \KtvV this could not be anti- 
cipated at the time of the preparation of the original budget. * 

Another criticism was why a noii-voted officer was placed in the 
place of a vol^d officer. But, Sir, the position of the Commissioner of 
a Division lacin the cadre whic^ has been fixed by the Secretary of 
State. The gentiligpan who was a voted officer, though he belonged to 
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the provincial service, could officiate because he was in the listed 
appointment in that service. So when he was transfen-ed, another map 
olthe cadre came up from leave and he had to be placed in that post. 

Then Mr. Roy Choudhury has asked for explanation for the chargejs 
in England (item 25H of the supplementary budget). That is due to 
the extension of leave allowances. It could not be foreca.sted at the 
beginning of the year as to who among the officers would go on leave 
and fof what period. 

I do not think, Sir, that any other member has put in any otlier 
question Regarding any items of the budget which requires an explana- 
tion. 

Mauivi ABU H08AIN 8ARKAR: Is it a new appointment in 
the Registration Departments Vide item No. (1) of the “Explanatory 
Memorandum” on page o of the Supplementary Estimate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: One ofiieer was 
necessary and we had to agree to the aj)pointnient on the rc(‘ommenda- 
tion of the department eoneerned. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Leave it to the Minister 
in charge please. 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am entitled to 
explain when the question is put to me. 

Coming to my friend, Mr. ('haru Chandia Hoy's <*riticism that I 
had brought in this budget i>iecemeal with an ulterior motive and that 
I want ti» make some items charged, so that the members of this 
Assembly cannot vote on tliese items, 1 think he is labouring \inder a 
xiiisai)prehension about the charged items. I cannot create an item to 
be “Charged”. A charg'ed item can only be created by this Assembly 
or in terms of the provisions of the (jovernment of India Act. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Roy and other membejs also, Sir, raised and 
criticised the matter of Ministers’ allowances and I do not propose to 
reply to them in detail except pointing that it is very difficult to draw 
a line between a “political tour” and an “administrative tour”. The 
Ministers undertake tour for administrative purposes, but it might sf) 
happen that when they go to a place they have to do political work 
also. So I do not think^ir, that on that ground the touring allow- 
ances of the Ministers can be challenged. I do not want to give 
examples of the Congress Ministers, because I do not know wdiether 
they bill for these things or not, but in one instance mthin my own 
personal experience, namely, the last time We went lo Dalbi tpT attend- 
ing the Finance Ministers’ Conference, some of the Congress Ministers 
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who also went there had taken part in political work there in addressing 
Congress meetings, University meetings, Students’ Debate and things 
like that. So it sometimes happens that Ministers go on administrative 
purposes, but they have to attend to political business also. (A 
voice: Hear, hear, hear.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Whic|i was primary and 
which was secondary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I think that the 
Ministers themselves will decide. I do not think any individual mem- 
ber of this House has power to dictate that. (A voice: Hear, hear.) 

And as regards the speeches of the Ministers to which Mr. Dutt 
leferred, as 1 was not present in (binilla, I do not know anything of 
what Mr. Dutt has said. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble the Minister in order, to say that it is not the business of the 
members of this House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Never, I said 
““individual members.” 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The House consists of individual 
members and their o])inion must be taken. Hetoie the vote is taken 
every individual member has got a right to (*xpjes‘' his opinion as to 
whether a particular tour was umlertakcn primarily for jiolitical pur- 
poses or for administrative j)urj)Oses. It is not competent for the 
Finance Minister to challenge the right of an individual member in 
taking part in a debate. The question is whethei a particular tour 
was undertaken primarily lor a ])olitical puipose. (A voice: Hear, 
hear.) 

The Hon’ble Mr, NALINI RANJAN BAKER: 1 am perfectly 
within my rights to give m;^ own interpretation. The Minister will 
•decide for himself whether the tour is undertaken for an administrative 
purpose or for a political purpose. If it be not for an administrative 
purpose, he will not bill for it and he will not take his expense from 
the treasury. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: That is not the last 
word on the subject. 

Tho Mon’llli Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKERl It may not be the 

last word on the subject, but certainly it is my own opinion. 
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Then, Sir, Mr, Charu Chandra Roy said that by undertaking these 
tours, Ministers sometimes encourage breaking of heads and the crea- 
tion of confusion. 

« 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Promulgation under 
section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: That T do not 
know, it was promulgated in Myinensingh. 

X want to tell Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that really circumstances 
sometimes arise that in spite of the best intentions of the Ministers, 
heads are broken and confusion arises. I shall ask Mr. Charu Chandra 
Roy to remember the incident which happened only a fortnight ago at 
the B. P. C. C. office. (A voice: hear, hear.) 

As you know, no one will say that Congress lenders or Congress 
members encourage violence or <lisorder but in spite of their good wishes 
and in spite of their good intentions sometimes it happens that meetings 
are broken oft', confusion arises and disturbances take ])lace. Such occur- 
rences may also take place at a meeting where a Ministtu* )iap])ens to 
be present. Sir, T would not have made that statement if 1 was not 
present at the Ishwarganj meeting. In s])ite of the desires of the 
Ministers that unfortunate event happened for which they were not at 
all responsible, and I am in a position to substantially corroborate the 
statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What was exactly the 
desire of the Ministers'' 

The Hoii’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER : To carry on the 
meeting, because 15,000 'people had assembled there to hear the 
Ministers and they heard the Ministers even after that incident. 

Then, so far as the remark of Mr. Ilashemy is fX)ncerned, I do not 
think it requires any reply from me because he wuh not serious. He was 
so full of anger and he was so excited to demonstrate his anxiety for 
prohibition that even in regard to the demand in the Gariahat Road 
Excise case which had nothing to do with prohibition he appealed to 
members of the House to vote the demand down on the ground that 
we Jfbmised prohibition but we did not take steps for its furtherance. 

Mr, BREAKER: We will now resume discussion on the demands 
for “Registration”. Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy has moved his motion. 

I will now ask Maulvi Abdul Bari to move hjp, and then Dr. N|tlinaksha 
Sanyal. " 
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Dr« NAllNilKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Roy was discussing, so far as 
I find, the demand for grant under * ‘Registration’’. The demand for 
grant under “Excise” comes before that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has already been passed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It was not passed; it was only 
under discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, it was put to the 

House and passed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Was it put to the House? voting 
finished ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now T ask Mr. Abdul Bari to move his motion. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Ido not move mine, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
the motion standing in my name, namely, “tliat the demand for grant 
under “Registration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The cut motion is pro- 
posed to raise di.scussion relating to two matters. One is in regard to 
‘‘ti eating the upkeep o£ buildings as emergent expenditure” and the 
other for providing large sums of money under “Contingencies”. 

The House will remember, Sir, that during the general discussion 
pf the budget we felt considerable difficulty because large sums were 
provided under “Contingencies”, and we did not know the real inten- 
tion oi such provision. We had pointed out to the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister that it would help the House very much in future if he gave 
U8 the detailed nature of these contingencies, so that we could know 
for certain whetlier there was any back-door payments provided foi> < 
(The Hon’ble Mr. Nai.ini R.an.t.\n Sakkkk : You always think in terms 
of back door; you cannot see the front door.) Or that there was any 
real justification for the.se so called contingencies." It has been stated 
in the explanatory memorandum that an emergent expenditure on the 
upkeep of the departmental buildings has been provided for, and this 
has necessitated a part at least of the supplementary demand^ I put 
it to tlie members of this House if they are aware of any devastating 
floods or earthquakes having taken place during the last four or five 
months, during which j>eriod it was found necessary to put up an 
expenditure abnormal in character and to come to this House for an 
additional grant for the same. I believe that an expenditure of this 
character could have l)^n iust kept over for another month or so, so 
that in April when the new financial year begins we could examine this 
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e:xpeii4itiir€ properly after we understand the position, and.alonff with 
other similar expenditure we could allot sums to this particular depart- 
ment. It is very difRcult to accept such supplementary demands at 
such short notice unless we know in detail the ^act natiire of the 
buildinp repairs embarked upon and the exact requirements of the same. 

I will not, Sir, take up nundj of your time, but I will only say this: 
that it is wronp: in principle to charjre — I mean not in the sense of 
*‘ch|irfred expenditure,” but to chur^-e — on the revenues of this Province 
the expenses on account of repairs or upkeep of de])urtmental build- 
ing's — not construction, mind you — through a supplementary demand. 
I consider it also very wronp^ that lar<re su^ns — in fai t lls. 7,000 — should 
be provided here for contin^>^encies alone, out of u total demand of 
Its. d2,0()0. I would very much like to have a suitable ex]>lanntion for 
these two thing's from the lloirble Finance Minister, and T would assure 
you that if he comes forward with a suitable explanation |re shall not 
press this motion to vote. Put in order to draw your attention to such 
matters, and also that in future the Ilon’ble Finance Minister may nOf 
take us by sur])rise, 1 move, tor the present, the motion that this demand 
be reduced by Its. 100. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
first cut motion moved by Pabu Maninatha Nath Roy wa« aj^ainst the 
appointment of an additional Inspector and other additional staff. 
My friend over there said in the course of his 8])eech that there was 
no Inspector at all in the Rej^istration Department until recent times. 
For his information I may submit that formerly there were four 
Inspectors in the Registration Department, and the number has been 
jrradually reduced to one. Then u^jrain, Sir, 1 mij^ht also inform th» 
House flint there are at present 400 Marriage Registrars’ offices and 
383 Sub-Registrars’ offices. For the inspection of these nearly 800 
offices, at least three or four Inspectors are absolutely necessary. The 
Inspectors have not only" to inspect periodi(;ally these offices, but they 
have to keep a keen eye over defalcation cases which have become all- 
too-frequent nowadays. It has been said. Sir, by way of argument, 
that the Sadar Sub-Registrars ought to inspect the rural offices more 
frequently than they do at present. But it is forgotten that these 
Sadar Sub-Registrars have not only to attend to the registration work 
in their own officefti but they have also to hear appeals and tour as well. 
Therefore, it is only fair to conclude that they have not inucli time 
Wt for frequent inspection of rural offices, with the result that th’b 
burden of inspecting these large number of offices falls" mainly on the 
only and one Inspector now in the department. 

Generally speaking, the Marriage Registrars hold their offices jn 
their own houses. In 1917, the Governor Jn fbuncil agreed by means 
of a resolution to appoint two Inspectors for inspection of the offices 
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of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. Since then attempts have been 
made to implement this decision of Government, but it has not been 
possible to give effect to it. For three years the department tried in 
vain to create a post of Inspector, but it was unsuccessful.' In 1936, 
however, it was able to create a post of Inspector, though the actual 
appointment was made in 1937. 

An Inspector of Registration offices has many things to do. Besides 
inspection of the registration work of Sadar offices they have to audit 
the accounts which duty sometimes takes seven days’ time, if not more, 
e.g., in a big district like Mymensingh this auditing of accounts takes 
at least 15 days. Resides these duties, an Inspector is expected to 
inspect the record rooms of Sadar offices very carefully as well as the 
records of civil, criminal and revenue offices and see whether the court- 
fees have been correctly paid and the stamps punched and defaced pro- 
perly, and lyhether they are intiact or not. So, thousands of cases have 
to be examflfed by an Inspector wdiile inspecting Sadar offices. So, 
Sir, I submit these two officers are quite insufficient to look after about 
800 offices in this Province. 

Besides, there is a proposal, and everywhere it is now’ urged by the 
j)ublic, that tlie number of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 
sliould be increased. It is expected that their number will ver>’ soon 
go up to at least 500. To control tliese additional Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars, it is imperative that wt should have at least one 
additional Inspector. While I was an Inspector in the Registration 
Department, I frequently came across cases of offices which had not 
been inspected for five years or more. 

Sir, the Inspector who has been recently appointed is entrusted 
with the duties of inspecting Marriage Registnition offices only; it 
cannot be denied that he is engaged mainly on this work, but when he 
goes on tour he generally seizes the opportunity of inspecting Sub- 
Registrars’ offices ns well. 

I would ask Government, both the Finance and Education Depart- 
ments, to increase the number of Inspectors to four, because the number 
of offices is increasing gradually and daily. 

Another word, Sir. My friend. Dr. Sanyal, has not been able to 
appreciate the reason why Rs. 7,000 is required for contingencies. I 
might tell him that a large part of this amount is swallowed up by the 
cost of transmitting landlords’ fees. Then, Sir, there is another head 
under “Cost of transmission of landlords’ fees”, viz., “Pay of establish- 
ment”. It has got to be recognised that there has been an expansion 
in the staff necessarv’ for transmitting landlords* fees on account of 
increase of transfer of tenancies. This increased staff cannot be dis- 
pensed with inasmuch as they ai*e employed solely for the purpose of 
transmitting landlords’ fees^ and notices. Increase in the numlber of 
registration as well as on account of the cost of transmission charges of 
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landlords’ fees have caused the increase in the contingent expenditure, 
and, I think, this increase is quite legitimate. 

Then, Sjr, as regards the increased expenditure of Rs. 1,300 under 
“Travelling allowance”, this is on account of the appointment of an 
additional Inspector of Registration. This additional charge is 
required for superintendence and not for district charge. Now, Sir, 
there are two charges — superintendence and district charge; superin- 
tendence means the Inspector-General of Registration and Inspectors. 
They are all required to tour all over the province and the expenditure 
of Rs. 1,300 on ac(‘ount of tour should not he objected to. The contin- 
gent expenditure, as I hove said, is (juite legitimate and necessary. 

One thing I would like to point out and that is that the bills of 
the Registration Department are carried from one year to another which 
I must say means a great ziihnn on the poor raoluirir who gets a paltry 
sum of Rs. 5 or Rs. 0 a month : these bills accumulate for months. 
The Finance Department throw out almost all the suggestions of the 
Inspector-General of Registration, and the latter is very shabbily 
treated by them, even when a reasonable proposal is made. 

With these remarks, I oppose the cut motion and support the 
passage of the additional gi^mt a^ked for by the TTon'ble Minister. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order. Sir. I want 
your ruling so that there may not be embarrassment. T see there are 
some cut motions regaiding very imp(H'tant subjects, smdi as jute 
restriction propagamla and fixing of the minimum price of jute. There 
is a section in the Rules an»l Standing Orders whicdi say.s that the same 
matter cannot be raise<l twice in the same session. If the House gives 
its decision on a jiarticular matter, the .same matter cannot be agitated 
over again in the same session. Sir, is it your ruling that if these 
matters are considered, discussed and decided upon in connection with 
the supplementary budget then members will be debarred from discus- 
sion these matters again during the generaj budget? Because if your 
ruling is to that effect, then probably the honourable members who have 
given notice of particular motions may not rai.se these questions now 
but re.serve them for future occasion. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANilAN BARKER: I object to motion 
No. 16 to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government up to 
date in fixing the minimum price of jute. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to know if the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister l^as got anything to say on the point raised by Mauivi Tamis- 
uddin Khan that if there is a demand on jute restriction propaganda 
to-day in the supplementary budget and ^n the same session of the 
general budget there is again a demand for jute restriction propaganda, 



218 SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [15th Fib., 

would the deciaion in connection with supplemeDtary demand rule out 
the discussion on the same item in the general budget F 

Or. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: Before the Finance Minister 
replies may I submit that we are perfectly within our rights to discuss 
specific matters like these. The motion before the House is that a 
certain amount, namely, Rs. 15,000 be provided for certain expenditure. 
If that motion is adopted, a similar motion will not be discussed again. 
In connection with that motion if we traverse different grounds, I 
submit that there cannot be any occasion in future to rule out similar 
discussions simply for touching upon different points now. The 
demands in future will be entirely different and there will be no identi- 
cal motion before the House. 

Mfi SPEAKER: To what rule does tlie point you have raised refer 
top 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Rule 41 of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Rule 41 says ‘^hat a motion must 
not raise a question substantially identical with one on which the 
Assembly has given a decision in the same session.” I submit that a 
motion will be here only for Rs. 15.t)()0. There will be no other motion 
again like this exactly in future. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I should be called upon to give my 
decision on a purely hypothetical case. I cannot give my decision till 
the actual motion is before the House. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In that case we shall be in a 
dangerous position. If you rule then that the motion is not in order 
we shall be in a bad predicament. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know what will be in my mind at that 
time. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 32,000 be reduced by Hs. 30,000. 

I quite realise the effect of what in substance will be the refusal 
of this supplementary grant under head “Registration”. But, 
I would invite the House to consider fully the position of the Regis- 
tration Department so far ^s receipts and expenditure connected with 
this department are concerned. 
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Sir, Registration was all along one of the rnujor sources of our 
reTenue. It was so undoubtedly a decade ago but, I am afraid, it cannot 
be so described now. In 1927 or 1928 our income from Registration was 
Rs. 40 lacs or thereabout, but, Sir, it has now dwindled to Rs, 24 or 25 
lacs, even in spite of the fact that 2 lacs are now raised by imposition of 
additional fees. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: It 

was 24 lacs. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am not going to be 
defected by any observation of the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Justice 
who has no knowledge of the subject under discussion. 

Thu8.^we can take it that the receipts under head “Registration” 
have dr(>})ped down to nearly half of what they were only 10 years back. 
Though such is the position in the matter of receipts under this head, 
expenditure, of course, has not dropped pari passu; on the contrary, it 
has gone up in utter disregard of the recommendations of the first and 
even of the second Retrenchment ('ommittee. In ltl‘i2, the second 
Retrenchment Committee recommended substantial reductions under 
head “Registration”. One of their principal recommendations w'as that 
the post of the Inspector-Oeneral of Registration should be abolished. 

The Hon’ble Mn H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That was a mistake. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That was not a mistake. 
Let me quote the recommendation in e,rtenso. The la.st Retrenchment 
Committee recommended that the post of the Insj)ector-tieneral of 
Registration 

Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid, you are just traversing a point not 
arising strictly out of your motion. You cannot enter into a general 
discussion of retrenchment but you can discuss wh> you consider this 
30 thousand rupees to be unnecessary expenditure — it is that part only 
that is open for di.scu.ssion here. You canont say why a general 
retrenchment is necessary but you can certainly point out why this 
thirty thousand rupees is to be taken out of this supplementary budget. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I am going to make out 
my point that exjienditure should not be further increa(»ed under head 
“Registration”. In connection with that general proposition, I have 
got to show by a reference to past history how the Government has been 
going on increasing its expenditure and why this extra exfienditure 
proposed in the supplementary budget should not be granted by the 
House. 
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Mr. SPEAKER : 1 am afraid) it is not open now; it is open in a 
general discussion when the general budget is presented. In moving 
your economy cut, you can discuss why you consider this thirty thousand 
rupees unnecessary. You can, of course, generally speak that the 
money can be found by retrenchment — it is perfectly permissible if it 
is a general statenSent. I hope you yourself realise that what you 
are doing now is not strictly within the limit. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOWDHURI: 1 bow to your ruling. 
Probably 1 have not been able to make in\ intentioii clear. My point 
is this: 1 am going to suggest that there are so mauy retrenchments 
lecommended by the lletrenchment Committee yet (jovernment instead 
of coiisidering those recommendations are on the contrary going to 
increase the expenditure under this head. 

Mr. SPEAKER. You are perfectly entitled to do that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is only because the 
recommendation regarding the Inspector-General has been questioned 
and just referred to as a mistake that I have got to reply to that point. 
(A voice: Ignore that question.) The first Retrenchment Committee 
recommended that the post of the Inspector-General of Registration 
should be abolished and that the department should be placed under 
the control of the ('ommissioner of Excise. This recommendation of 
the Committee was rejected without any reason being assigned. So 
the Second Retrenchment (’ommittee considered that it was a mistake 
on the ]»art of the Government not to have given effect to that recom- 
mendation of the First Retrenchment Committee. Then on the question 
of inspection ot registration offices, this was the observation of the 
Committee : — 

“The Committee regard the aiiunal inspection of District Sub- 
registry offices as important, but they are not satisfied that there is 
any advantage in having them inspected annually both by the Inspector- 
General and Inspector of Registration Offices. We have reliable evi- 
dence to the effect that with adequate asistance, the Commissioner of 
Excise could perform the work of the Inspector-General of Registration 
in addition to his present duties. We, therefore, repeat the recommen- 
dation of the previous Committee that the post of the Inspector- 
General of Registration should be abolished and that the duties should 
be handed over to the Commissioner of Excise who will be assisted by 
the Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General and by the Inspector 
of Registration Offices.** 

That was the recommendation of the second Retrenchment Com- 
mittee and in the face of that recommendation, Government is going 
to add to the charges of inspection by providing for an additional 
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Inspector of Registration under this head. I think Governiuent is not 
well advised on that point and if Governihent persists in doing it, it 
will be ignoring the repeated recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committees. 

Then there are other points in the memoraitdum that has been 
subjoined. It wsays tliat emergent expenditure^ on the upkeep of 
departmental buildings is necessary, but that was provided for in the 
original budget I believe. In the original budget also some expendi- 
ture was provided for building repairs— -about Hs. or so was 

provided. in this connection, 

'Then, Sir, as regards payment of charges for temporary establish- 
ment there also the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee 
was that the expenditure should be reduced as far as practicable. I 
think e:Cpenditure under that head now is much larger than what it 
was at the time when the second Retrenchment ('ommittee sat. How 
far expenditure under head “Registration’* has gone up in recent 
times can well be understood if I refer to the figures of expenditure 
for the last three years. Soon after the recommendation of the second 
Retrenchment Committee, i.e., in 19dd-d4 actual expenditure under tliis 
head was Rs. IT,')!, 000; next .\ear, i.e., in 1934-35 the expenditure 
went up to Rs. 17,70,000; in 1935-30 it went up to Rs. bS.lS.OOO. In 
the budget of 1930-37 an expenditure of about Rs. 19 lakhs was pro- 
posed and so also for 1937-38, that shows an increase of more than 
Rs. 1,50,000 in the five years that followed the recommendations of the 
Second Retrenchment (V)mniittee. Further additional expenditure is 
now proposed under thi^ head. Will it be paying the least respect 
to the recommendation of tlie Retrenchment Committee that was set 
up by the previous (Tovernment and are we to understand from this 
supplementary demand that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister or for 
the matter of that the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment is seriously considering the question of retrenchment in this 
Province? With these words 1 conclude. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: So far as the 

motion of my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri is concerned, 1 
interjected while he was speaking that his motion was absurd and 1 
still maintain that it is absurd. In a supplementary budget of 
Rs. 32,000 he wants a reduction of Rs. 30,000. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, I want to refuse 
it altogether, but as that is not allowed I want to reduce it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: I s^y it cannot 
be done, because B-1 and B-2 are paynftnts with regard to various 
salaries of the Registrars, Sub-Registrars and temporary clerks, also 
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the cost of tra^iflission of landlords’ fees, pay of establishment and 
contingencies’ - It does not matter what the recommendation of the 
Swan Committee was. We must provide for these items, because they 
are^ actually necessary for the transmission of landlords’ fees. We 
provided for Rs. o0,000, but that was not sufficient, as there was a 
large transfer of raiyatwari holdings; so this Rs. 7,000 is necessary. 

With regard to the repair of buildings, we have provided for 
Rs. 3,000 only, because there are some offices under the Registration 
Department which are not under the Public Works Department. The 
Registration Department themselves undertake repairs and it is for 
•urgent and immediate repairs before the coming rains that we have 
provided for this Rs. 3,000. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where and which buildings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: In the mofussil 
areas. J canont give a mai) to Di,‘. Sanjal to see the position of the 
buildings. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You will have the names 
from me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Unnamed places! 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: That is why 1 say 

that a reduction of Rs. 30,000 from this supplementary demand is not 
possible. 

So far as the general question of reduction and the recommenda- 
tion of the second Retrenchment Committee are concerned, there will 
be opportunity for discussion when 1 present the budget in a few days. 
Last time in the Assembly I promised that we would go through the 
Sw'an Committee’s Report item by item and our recommendations would 
be put before this House. The report is under preparation and I am 
sure tliat before you actually vote on tlie demands for grants it will 
be in your hands. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will the Chief Minister take much time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will take about 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I will adjourn the House now. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m., on Wedneiday, the 
16th February 1938, at the “Assembly House’’, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assendil^' %sieiiibled 
ttfider the provisions of the Government of India Aetf idSS. * 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 16th February 1938, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Kltan Hahadur M. Azi/VL IIauee, cm.e.) 
in the Chair, 11 llon’ble Ministers and 195 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Outbreak of malaria at SeraJganJ station. 

*29. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Is the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the I’ublic Health and liocal Sell-dovernmeni Dej^artment 
aware — 

(i) that there were ravages (d malaria in 1934 in the area between 

stations Serajgunj Jlazar and Serajganj on tlje Ea.stern 
Bengal Railway; 

(ii) that the then Directoi’ of Public Health, Bengal, had a rejMirt 

from the Chairman, District Board of Pabna, in l)e<*eml)er, 
1934, through the Distrii-t Health Officer, stating that the 
severe type of epidemic was due to the closing of the mouth 
of the canal near Serajganj (Raipur) station by the Sara- 
Serajganj Railway embankment and that a culvert and 
oj)eniiig were necessary ; 

yiii) that the llailw'ay authority admitted the necessity of construct- 
ing a culvert ; 

^iv) that the Suhdivisional Officer, Serajganj, himself investigated 
the affected area and reported admitting the necessity of an 
opening in the embankment ; 

(r) that the present Subdivisional Officer, Serajganj, deputed his 
Circle Officer who inspected the area and re[>orted that the 
affected area comprised of abotrt 8 or 9 square miles having 
big culturable ffelds in and between these villages; aad 
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(vi) that the population of the affected villages is not less than 
11,000 approximately and that productive power of this area 
of 8 or 9 square miles has greatly deteriorated for want of 
* natural silt? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are proposed to be taken in 4he matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher 

All): (a) (i), (ii) and (iv) to (vi) Yes. 

(Hi) No. 

(h) The matter is under my consideration. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: As regards answers (a) (/), (ii) 
and (iv) to (vi), will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for this unusual delay in eonsidering the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALh I can only say that the 
matter came to my notice after the question had been put. 


Cheukidari establishment. 

^ V- 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHOUDHURY; (a) la 

the HoiTble Minister in charge ot tlie J>ocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment aware that (he major portion ot income of most of the Union 
Boards has to l>e spent on maintaining the Cbouhidari establishment? 

(b) if the answer to (a) i.s' in the affirmative, are the Government 
contemplating any Government subvention to Union Boards? 

Th#*fBMl’ble Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: {a) 1 have no detailed 
information as to the j)roportion of income spent by individual Union 
Boards for this purpose. The total amount spent by the Union Boards 
in the province on the maintenance and equipment of dufadars and 
choukidars during the year 1936-37 represented 49*6 per cent, of their 
total income. 

(h) Dbes not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what contribution Government makes to the Union 
Boards for the maintenance of the choukidars? 


The Hon’blc Mr. SYED NAUSHER ALI: No contribution. 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is niuler the contemplation of Government to pive 
the Union 'Boards a contribution so that the dafadars may be maintained 
with the contribution from Government and not entirely out of the 
funds of the Union Boards? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER jItLI: Payment of no such 
contribution is under the contemplation of Government. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wh(?ther, in spite of the fact that 49 per cent, of the total income 
of a Union Board is spent on the maintenance of dafadurs and chouki- 
darSy they still continue to be ill-paid? 

The#lon>ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is n matter of 
opinion. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the llon'lde Min ister aware that ev^n in some 
of the Union Boai'ds more than To cent, of their income is spent 
to meet the expenses of the dafadars and choukulars? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, I have not quite 
followed the question. Will Mr. Banerji please repeat it? 


Mr. P. BANERJI: My question is that in certain Union Boards 
more than 75 per cent, of their income is s|>ent to meet thej^j^peSses 
of maintaining* dafadars and choitkidars. Is tlm Ilon’ble Minister 
aware of this? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Well, Sir, it may be 
even more than that. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister, be 
pleased to state whether Government is considering the desirability of 
investing Union Boards with the power of fixing the ^ipl>ev of 
choukidars and dafadars a.s well as their emoluments? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Certain non-oflicial Bills 
have made proposals of this nature and these matters are now under the 
consideration of Government. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo*pleased to 
state if he is aware that some of the Collectors have issued circular 
letters for the increase of the pay of the choukidars? 

m V 

Tll« H0ll*ble Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: In the case of Myraen- 
aingh district, the District Magistrate has issued a circular recently for 
enhanotng the pay of dafadars and choukidars, but this order will 
operate with effect from the next year in the case of some Union Boards. 
16 
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It is practically an order of partial restoration of reduction made some- 
time past in the case of these T^nion Boards and in the case of others 
it may have the effect of an* increment. But that forms the subject 
matter of another question, which will shortly come up before the 
House. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which antwm were laid on the table) 

Protection of a tank in the Baiurghat tubdivision of Dinajpur. 

10. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Horae (Political) Dei)4iitraent be ideased to state — 

(a) whether this provincial Government has agency functions to 

deal with questions regarding monuments in the rural areas 

protected by the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act; 

(b) il the answer to {a) is in the affiimalive, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware— 

(0 that the Dibar Pillar in the Bahirghat subdivision of 
Dinajpur has been protected under the Act but not the 
tank in which the pillar stands; 

(ti) that the landlord of the tank has leased out the tank and 
its surrounding lands; and 

{Hi) that the lessees are bringing the surrounding lands and 
some j)ortion ol the l)ed of the tank under cultivation; and 

(c) are the Government considering it desirable to aj)proach the 

proper authorities for the jirotection of the tank also? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) The position is that under paragraph 

8(2) of tjie India and Burma (Transitory Provisions) Order, 1937, this 
Governineiit continues for the present to exercise those functions which 
if exercised under the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904, 
previous to its adaptation. 

(b) (i) Yes. The rights of the owners over the water and soil 
beneath it, excluding an area JO feet wide round the pillar, have been 
reserved. 

{ti) aocT (iii) Yes. 

(r) The Goverimient of ipdia propose to terminate the operation of 
paragraph.8(2)^of the India and Burmfr (Transitory Provisions) Order, 
1937, itt r^ation to the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act and have 
requested that no further notification under section 3(f) of the Act be 
issued by the Provincial GcKernments. I understand, however, that 
the matter is under the consideration of the Archaeological Department. 
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The Government of Bengal are fdrwnilling to the Government of 

India copies of the questions and answers. 

• 

Mr. HACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state as regards tlie last paragniph of his reply whether the 
Government of Bengal are forwarding to the Government of India 
copies of the questions and answers with favourable recommendations 
or not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The j>olicv of this Gov- 
ernment in connection with matters which are not jirimarily its own 
responsibility is merely to forward to tfie Government of India the views 
of the members of this legislature. 

Aid to the rural education centres. 

11. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education ])e]>artment be jdeased to stnt<‘ whether Gov- 
ernment consider the desirability of rendering suitable financial aid to the 
rural education centres organised under Adult Education Scheme? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): T he matter is being consUlei^ed by 
Government. 

Mr, ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Iloirble Minister be 
pleased to state the appi ox iiiiate date wdieii the policy of Governimuit 
regarding this matter will b»' finally .sliajied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am unable to make any 
such statement. 

« 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Ilon^ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of publishing some useful literature 
and leaflets on adult education? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is some literature^ 
already in existence on this siibjcTt but I will also consider this 
suggestion. 

Fart«|iur fcheme for training bbadraldg yomig men in agrfculUira. 

12. Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: (a) ^yin tU Hon^ble Minister in 

charge of .the Agriculture and Gidustries Departm^t be to 

state — 

(0 how long the Farid pur scheme for training bhadralog young men 
in agriculture was in operation ; 
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(w) the number of young men trained each year; 

(m) the amount of khas mahal land rented out to each of them ; 

(iv) the amount of money lent to them under the Agricultural Loans 
Act and the Land Development and Improvemeni Act; 

(v) the amounts paid back by each of them; and 
(vt) the cost to Government, year by year, for the operation of the 
scheme so long as it was in existence ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the scheme has been given up? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the same? 

Minister in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): («)(?) From March, 1928, to June, 1936. 

(ii) to (vi) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) The scheme has been kept in abeyance. 

(c) For the puriwae of watching whether the majority oi men already 
trained can set themselves up as cultivators. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clauses {ii) to {vi) of unstarred 
question No. 12. 


Number of 
batch. 

* 

Year. 

Total 

number 

of 

youths 

traineti. 

Amount of 
khas mahal 
land f)rovidcd 
to each. 

Amount 

of 

money 
lent to 
each of 
the 

youths. 

Amount 
paid 
back up 
to 17th 
Novem- 
ber, 
1937. 

Money 
spent 
for the 
scheme. 




Bighas. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. 

Rs. 

1st 

192S-29 

5 

20 

200 

665 0 

720 

2nd 

1929-30 

6 

20 

200 

187 8 

720 

3rd 

1930-31 1 

6 

20 

200 

377 8 

720 

4th 

1931-32 .. 1 

5 

20 

200 

133 8 

720 

6th 

1933-34 

4 

20 1 

250 1 

10 0 

660 

6th 

1934-35. .. 


20 each to 
three youths 
and 16 bi- 
ghas each to 
two youths. 

200 

1 

77 8 

720 

7th 

1936-36 

H 3 

Land not yet 
provided. 
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Dr. H. 0. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state bow is it that in the statement under (a) (ii) to (ri) thcji amounts 
paid back by the first and third batches are noted as Rs. 565 and 
Rs. 377-8-6, respectively, although each of these batches borrowed only 
Rs. 200? Ja that a printing mistake? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

It says that the amount lent was Rs. 200. I suppose that the excess 
amount was for interest and all that, but I will find it out. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is tlie llon’ble Minister aware that young 
men who have settled at Kanchakpur and Aliehakpur have been com- 
plaining tliat the land allotted to them is of subnormal fertility, and 
that it remains under water for a major part of the year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid this iiuestion does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon' ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there was an understanding that these youths 
would be given tenancy rights in these lands after three years' work? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice, Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that Rijoy Kumar Pal Sarkar, one of 
the five young men who were given hind in 1929-30, and who was 
latterly arrested under the Rengul Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
spent Rs. 3,000 in order to get tenancy rights? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of DaccaT 

I have no information. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
aware that in spite of a sum of Rs. 187-8-0 being reali.sed from the 
surety of this Bijoy Kumar Pal Sarkar, the crops standing on that land 
were confiscated by Government after his arrest? 

The Hofi’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Daccat 

I want notice. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to 
question (a) (t), in which Dr. Mukherji has used the word “bhadra- 
log**, will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleqsed to state which class of 
people in Bengal are “bhadralog"? 
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lift SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH RI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of enquiring into the case and com- 
pensating this young man for the damage thus caused to him? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shall enquire into it. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that some of these young men have already sub-let their lands? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have no information, Sir. 


Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Will the Hoiride Minister 
be pleased to state what is the principle of payinu: hack the amount? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the II on 'hie Minister be j)leased to 
state whether these youths have been cultivating their lands themselves 
or by hired labourers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

They liad ])een cultivating the lands which they have now given up. 

*' Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state after what interval Government will be in a })osition to ascertain 
whether the bhadralog cultivators had succeeded in making farming a 
success so as to resume the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa; 

It depends on the “bhadralogs” taking up the work again. 

^ Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: So far as the second 
question is concerned, will the TIon’ble Minister be pleased to state how 
much of the amount of Hs. 200 advanced to the youthsl is to be paid 
back? 

The Hon'blo Nawab Khyraja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 
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Mitllvi ABDUL BARI: With r^^ard to those who have given up 
the possession of their lands, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the money has not been realised from them.® 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D|M»oa: 

I want notice. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Legislative Chambers (Presidents’ and Speakers’ Salaries) 

Bill, 1937. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I at this 
stage have your pennis.sioii to draw the attention of the House and of 
you, Sir, to an important question of privilege of the House arising 
out of the ciiTulation of the Bengal Legislative ('hamhers (President’s 
and Speaker's Salaries) Bill which was due to be discussed here to-day 
but which is coming before the House later on P I would not have 
taken your time to-day, had it not ])een for the fa(‘t that it is an 
imi)ortant constitutional issue which might retpiire some amount of 
investigation. And I might not he d(»ing justice to the House or tt) 
yourself if on the s])ur of the moment I expected you to give your 
ruling. 

My submission is that it is an unwritten but time-honoured conven- 
tion of 4very democratic constitution that it is the unqualified riglit of 
the popular House in a bicameral legislature to have the final say in all 
matters relating to finance. 1 want, Sir, to draw your attention in this f 
connection to the provisions in the (iovernment of India Act, section 
82, on wliich sometime ago you were i)leased to give a detailed ruling. 
This section does contemplate the provision for Bills and amemlmentH 
relating to financial matters as well as to Bills as such and not amend- 
ments. I have first to draw your attention to the fact that the 
President’s Salary Bill comes under the purview of section 82 ])ecau8e, 
as provided under sub-section (1) (c), it relates to a matter which 
provides for a charge on the revenue of the province and further because 
there is a proposition, as you will find in the amebded Bill, that there is 
a likelihood of an increase in the amount of any such expenditure. I 
submit that it is entirely within the powder of this House not only to 
initiate the Bill but also to have a final say about amendments because 
sub-section (7) relates to Bills and amendments. I would like to 
submit that as provided in the proviso to ^ub-section (7), viz., “this 
shall not be introduced or moved except on the recommendation of the 
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Governor’* and *‘a Bill making such a provision shall not be introduced 
in the Legislative Council.” The word “Bill” excluding amendments 
creates some difficulty. But, Sir, I will take my stand upon the time- 
honoured practice that is followed everywhere. I would* just draw 
your attention in this connection to the famous speech of Asquith in 
IJHif), and also in 1911 in connection with the great fight between the 
British House of Commons and the House of Lords, when he claimed 
that a matter like this “is a serious breach of the constitution and a 
usurpation of the rights of the Commons.” I would draw your atten- 
tion to that famous statement that “4his House”, that is, the House of 
(bmmons, “asserted with ever-growing emphasis its own exclusive right 
to determine the taxation and the expenditure of the country.” I 
would also submit as As(iuitli did that the Legislative Council, which 
corresponds to the House of Lords, in niy estimation, has been fast 
developing a “new-fangled Caesarism” which converts the House into 
“a kind of plebiscitary organ”. This “is one of the quaintest inventions 
(»f our time,” this is how Asquith further characterised the interference 
of the House of Lords in all matters of finance. “It must be rendered 
inipossi})le for a partisan and non-representative ])ody to be able at its 
discretion to compel the Government of the day, possessing the confi- 
dence of the House of Commons, to abandon or mutilate its legislation 
and even its finance”. That is where I have my submission to offer. I 
find that tlie Hon’ble the Finance Minister has given notice that he is 
going to place before us for consideration these amendments. I think 
it is a case of the Government of the day, possessing or claiming to 
possess the confidence of tlie House, being coerced into doing something 
which is against the expres.sed desire of this House. I would in this 
connection draw your attention to the provisiop regarding amendment 
of the Finance Bill as given in .section 82 of the Government of India 
Act 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Sanyal, you are going to be very 
long. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I will not take much more time. 
I would draw your attention to the meaning of money Bills. Under 
the Farliamentary Statute, the Parliamentary Act of 1911, this is very 
wide, including not merely matters of taxation, but also legislation or 
regulation of taxation, supplies and appropriation, estimates and 
accounts of public money and everything possible relating to finance. 
I submit that in that interpretation of the legislation all Dominion 
parliaments have agreed, and I find that everywhere the predominance 
of the Lower House over the administration is secured by its own 
initiative in matters of finance and almost in all the Dominion Parlia- 
ments — I am quoting Berrjedale Keith, “Governments of the British 
Empire, 1935 Edition,” p. 409 — “in all these cases the Lower House 
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denies the right of the Upper House to amend money Bills’’ — not 
merely to initiate but also to amend — that is what I have got to draw 
your attention to. There is a difficulty in cases where the Upper 
House, — Council or Senate, whatever name we give — is an elective body 
and not a nominated or hereditary body as the House of Lords is, but 
even there, as in Canada and in some of the Dominions, where there is 
the provision that the Upper House will not be a hereditary body, even 
there, in matters of finance the Lower House or the popular House 
enjoys complete freedom and has the final say in all matters of finance, 
and there also the Lower Houses do not tolerate interference of any sort 
even in respect of amendments. This is given on pp. 410-41') of Keith’s 
“G'overnments of the British Empire, 1935 Edition”. I submit tliat in 
view of this let us make an attempt to have a proper inter])retation of 
the position of this House through you, Sir, because you are the custo- 
dian of the privilege of this House. In May’s Parliamentary Practice 
it is definitely stated that it is not only expecte<l that the vSpeaker will 
express his opinion in Parliament on matters of ])rivilege, but it is also 
incumbent upon him to draw the attention of the Hou.v^ of Commons 
whenever he feels that there is the slightest apprehension of an encroach- 
ment on the privilege of the House of this character. 1 submit, Sir, 
that the anomalies that might be found in the (Tovernment of India Act 
may be cleared by creation of conventions, conventions which really go 
to make laws in course of time. I would crave of you that you would 
give such a protection to this House. In «ise, however, we find your 
hands tied so fcr as legislative provisions are concerned, we in this 
House will refuse to budge an inch from the position taken by this 
House with regard to the President’s Salary Bill, and thereby we will 
create a convention so, that in future the Legislative Council may not 
dare to touch, even in the slightest degree, any decision that this House 
takes on matters relating to finance. With this submission, Sir, I 
would expect that you would kindly give us your guidance in thU 
matter when the time comes, specially in regard to this very important 
constitutional question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not required at this stage to give a decision 
in this matter. But it is such a very delicate matter and it affects in 
such a manner the harmony of the two Houses that if at all I am tempted, 
as I might be, to give my views on the whole problem, I propose by 
arrangement with the Leader of the House to convene a secret session 
of this Assembly and di.scuss this matter purely amongst ourselvea. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that the Bengal Legislative Chambers Bill 
has been taken out and will be taken on the 1st March. 


Th. Hon’bl. Mr. NALINI RAN4AN IaRKERs Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you realize our difficulty that as soon as you 
extend the time, the members’ time for amendments will also have to 
be extended. This putting b^ck of a Bill from a particular date to 
another date entirely dislocates the work, as we have to Issue fresh 
notices to the members and fresh, amendments will be tabled and fresh 
printing work will have to be done. I hope in future Government will 
realize the position. 

Tha Hon’bla Mft NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I quite appreciate 
the difficulty, Sir. But I am also helpless. In this matter I have not 
yet received the necess.arv sanction of His Excellency the Governor. 
The Bill for which sanction was obtained was for Rs. 1,500 as the salary 
of the Rresident. But the amended Bill which I shall have to move, 
if I move it ai all, will be for Rs. 2,000 as tlie President’s salary. As 
tliis is an increased provision, (irovenior's ]>revious sau^etion neces^aiv. 
As His Excellency the Governor is away, it has not been possible to 
get <he iuinction yet. That is why I cannot introduce it to-day. * 

Mr. SPEAKER; I s it necessary? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid 1 was going to refer to 
that on a subse(iuent date, but the Hon’ble Finance Minister has taken 
the- wind out of my sail. 1 find that section S2 (/) proviso says that 
even an amendment cannot be moved except on tlie recommendation of 
the Governor. |lui unfortunately we firnl that in the Gouncil this has 
been done without the jirevious sanction of the Governor. Because this 
affects not only the As.sembly but also the ('o\incil, tliis section applies 
to ])oth. If it lias been permissible in the (’auucil we presume that 
there was ilis Excellency’s sanction already. If His Excellency’s 
sanction has not been given, obviously the whole thing is vires. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would like to know’ tlie exact position, Mr. Sarker, 
Has this amendment been ])assed in the other House without the re- 
commendation of the Governor? 

Th9 Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 think we agreed 
to the amendment being moved there. 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is no question of agreement;: 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I do not remember, 
Sir, what actually happened, but I will make the position clear on the 
Ist of March, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am saving it for this reason. I am only concern- 
ed with the dislocation of the work, because it is not merely this Bill, 
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b'lt another Government Bill, I understand, will be taken out — I think 
it is the Public Demands Recovery Bill. The date was fixed and again 
it has been postponed. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER : Postponed because 
of the privilege motion allowed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: But that was some time 
ago. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case all I would request the Lender of the 
House is to kindly note that exce]>t for grave and exceptional reasons 
any postponement comjiletely di.slocates the work, and wo have to ask 
for fresh notices from nieinhers, because members arc entitled to have 
fresh notice when a matter is not postponed by the House but postponed 
by Government. Then the date of notice has to bo calculated fiHun the 
date to wliich it is postponed. So I hope in future Govornnient will be 
pleased to look to the matter from this aspect. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Il—Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 will bo very brief 
in my reply to one cut motion by my fricuid Mr. Hoy and another by 
Mr. Chaudhuri. 

As regards the dit motion by Mr. Boy proposing a Bs. 100 cut to 
consider the question of the appointment of an additional insjioctor of 
Begistration Offices and otiier adilitional staff, 1 wish first ot all to 
inform this House tliat this question of the appointment of an Addi- 
tional Inspector was considered nearly 12 years ago. and a decision 
was taken that this appointment should be made. The reasons were 
thkf the number of Begistration Offices had gone up and the number 
of Muhammadan Marriage Begi.stration Office.s also wa.s continuously 
on the increa.se. Now it .so happens that the inspection of Muham- 
madan Marriage Begistration Office.s requires a knowledge on the part 
of the Inspecting Officer of Urdu and Persian in addition to Bengali, 
because some of the deeds of Dower are drawn up in Persian, Urdu 
or even Arabic, and they are copied in the lKK>k8 of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Begistration Offices with the result that unless the Inspect- 
ing Officer is acquainted with these languages the inspection is by no 
means complete, ft was therefore decided that there should be an 
Additional Inspector of Registration Officqp whose main duty would 
be to inspect the Muhammadan Marnage Registration Offices, and as 
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far afi possible inspect Sub-Rej^istry Offices also. The proposal about 
which a decision was taken so long ago as 1924 could not be put into 
effect on account of financial stringency. 

For the last three years the question was being considered and in 
lO.'lfi a definite decision was taken by the Joint Cabinet that the appoint- 
ment should forthwith be made. I have only given effect to a decision 
of the previous government and in doing so I have been guided princi- 
pally by the fact that inspection was suffering by reason of the paucity 
of Inspecting Officers. The House will get an idea of the amount of 
work that has got to be done when I inform them that there are at the 
present moment, '38-1 Registration Offices and 395 offices of Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrars. Sir, I am pursuing a policy of splitting 
up Muhammadan Registration Offices whenever the income is over 
1,000 rupees annually, in order to give each Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar a small compact area for efficiency of work. The result will 
be that within about a couple of years time the number of Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrars will ex(*eed 500 and it is humanly 
impossible to expect that the Inspector-General of Registration with 
one Inspector should be able to inspect 800 offices in the course of a 
year. Surprise visits paid by Inspecting Officers have revealed the 
fact that in many outl\ing places there have been defalcations, there 
liave been irregularity of work and in .‘^ome cases officers have been 
lacking in the performance (J their duties. It was therefore necessary 
t(» take a decision immediately and to appoint an Additional Inspector 
of Registration Offices. Now, Sir, 1 fully realise that it is a question 
of economy. Economy can be effected in two ways — either by not 
making the appointment, or by making the app/aintment and having 
an officer and reducing his salary. Now if, an officer is really needed 
he should be appointed and the question of his salary is a different 
question altogether. Now the question raised here is not the question 
of salur\ but the question of the appointment of the Additional Inspector 
and other additional staff for the Marriage Registration Offices. I 
submit to this House that on that point the position is absolutely clear. 
The appointment was hmg overdue and it was urgently needed for 
efficiency of administration and therefore we have taken the earliest 
opportunity of making the appointment. As regards the salary, that 
is of cour.se a question of general economy, but that point has not been 
raised by the cut motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. So far as that 
cut motion therefore, is concerned, I submit to this House that there 
is no point in the cut motion of 100 rupees so far as the question of 
the appointment of the Additional Inspector is concerned. 

Then as regards the motion of my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
the point that he has raised does not appear quite clear to me, but I 
gather that what he means is the classification of what he calls the 
“upkeep of buildings as emergent expenditure, and contingencies”. 
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Now, I may tell the House as regards the housing of the Registration 
Offices, that as many as 28 are departmental buildings and the other 
buildings are Public Works Department buildings, and so far as the 
departmental buildings are concerned they are maintained fropa what 
is known as the “contract contingencies” which cost tha Registration 
Department an amount of Rs. 4,000 a year only. The members of this 
House who come from mufassil know very well how in many cases the 
buildings belonging to the Sub-Registry Offices are very poor, i)oorly 
equipped, poorly maintained and urgentl}^ are in need of repairs. 
Documents are sometimes eaten up by white-ants and in some cases, 
valuable documents have been lost on account of sudden fire breaking 
out and from some other causes. 

Now, as regards contingencies, they are of various kinds. They 
relate to expenditure on the ground of furniture, imnklm, book-binding 
then Service Stamps and the cost of remittance of registration fees 
from the Sub-Registry Offices to the treasury. The amount that has 
been put down is more or less on the basis of expenditure incurred in 
previous years, and I submit that it is not a very high item of expen- 
diture. I may mention as regards one point about the api>ointment 
of a Muhammadan Marriage Registrar that the point was fully gone 
into and a decision as regards his appointment was taken when the 
present Speaker of the House, Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, was 
the Minister-in-charge of Registration. 

Sir, on these grounds 1 oppose Iwth the motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rpiest ion is that (he demand be reduced by 
Rs. 100. This refers’ to the motion of Mr. Munmatha Nath Roy to 
discuss the question the appointment of the additional Insj>e{‘tor 
and other additional staff. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand be 
reduced by Rs. 30,000 on the ground of economy was then put and 
lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Iluq that a .sum 
of Rs. 32,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registra- 
tion” during the current year 19-37-38 was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The next question is the demand for grant of the 
Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. ^ 

The HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
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of Ba. 4,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “13 — Other 
Taxes and Duties” during the current year 1937-38. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no motion under this head. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 4,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties’' during the current year 
1937-38 was then put and agreed to. 

Mfi SPEAKER: The next question is that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” during the 
current year 1937-38. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the (Governor, 1 beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” during the current year 1937-38. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hr. Speaker. Sir, I just beg to 
move that this demand be reduced by Rs. 100 with a view to draw the 
attention of I he House to the excessive expenditure involved in the 
jute restriction piojmganda which in itself, is considered by many of 
us as an unjustified expenditure. 1 will not make any statement in 
this connection but I would crave your permission to allow 
Mr. S. N. Hiswas lo ha\c his .say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will come to that h\ter on. Let all the 
anicndments be moved first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Shahedali, I am afraid your motion is not 
ill order. Have you got anything to say u> thi.s? 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: May 1 know, Sir, why it is not in order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is iny decision. It is for you to say tLat it 
is in order. I hold that it is not in order. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Then, Sir, may I raise my original motion, 
i.e., discussion about |K)licy of voluntary jute restriction propaganda 
with which this demand has some connection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. This motion is not in 
order unless you can satisfy me that it is. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: 1 want to place this icotion on the ground, as 
I understand that the propaganda has been started to ameRorate the 
condition of the toiling millions. This is possible first By voluntary 
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jute restriction propaganda and secondly, by fixing the minimum price 
of jute. So far the first point is concerned it has been admitted by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of - Agriculture in his speech in the last 
session that it was a failure. So, my submission is that if 'that has 
failed my motion can he discussed in fin alternative way. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid that it is out of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I be permitted, Sir, to 
show that the motion of Mr. Shahedali is in order? 

Mr. 8t>EAKER: Yes, certainly. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Propaganda for the voluntary 
restriction 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Is it at all nwessary ? 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes. Evidently, the object 
ol Mr. Sliaheilali is to control the price of jute. Mr. Shahedali by his 
motion wants to raise a discussion alxuit the failure of Government in 
the matter of fixing the ininimuin price of jute. He wants to increase 
the price of jute, and the discussion that luis been initiated by 
Dr. Sanyal also relates to the pri('e of jute. So, the objects of 
Mr. Shahedali and Dr. San\al are identical. In this way, 1 submit, 
Sir, the motion of Mr. Shahedali is in order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case, the piofession of l>aw and the 
profession of Medicine can be said to be one and the S4ime, because the 
object of both is to earn a livelihood. I um afraid that I must rule the 
motion of Mr. Shahedaji as out of order. 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while sup- 
porting the cut motion moved Iby my friend Dr. Sanyal, 1 must, at the 
outset, say that this demand is a Imlf-hearted measure put forward by 
Government. The reason why T >a\ s«» is that had it been tin* Ifona fide 
intention of Government to carry on jute restriction j)roj)agunda, which 
(jovernment now tell us, is to the benefit of the cultivat(>rs, they should 
certainly have provided for such a grant in the original budget. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister himself states in the explanatory memo- 
randum that the original estimates did not provide for any expenditure 
after September 1937, ©n propaganda for the voluntary restriction of 
jute cultivation and that in November it was decided to renew the 
propaganda forthwith at a total cost of about Rs. 40,000 during the 
current year. Sir, while the original budget was prepared and at least 
up to October, Government had not in mind any proposal to launch this 
propaganda for the voluntary restriction of jute. In November, how- 
ever, they changed their, i^ind, and tliey •decided to renew the pro- 
paganda forthwith, and that at a total cost of about Bs. 40,000. Sir, 
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the reason why Government did not make this demand at the time of 
their sulbmitting their original budget was that they also knew that 
this sort of propaganda faill?d to achieve the oibject for which it was 
initiated in 1935. 

Sir, in this connection, I should like to acquaint this House with the 
history of the origin of the policy of Government with regard to volun- 
tary restriction. In 1932 the previous Council passed a resolution to 
the effect that a committee should at once Ibe formed to investigate the 
causes of the economic depression of this province. The resolution runs 
thus: — “This Council recommends to the Government that a Committee 
consisting of official and non-official members of the Council and experts 
be appointed to make a systematic examination of the present economic 
dei)re88ion in Bengal and to make suggestions as to what temporary and 
permanent measures may be taken to alleviate the present distress and 
•ensure a steady economic j>rogress of the people of the Presidency.” 
But what hapi)ened after this resolution was passed!^ The Government 
•of Bengal discussed the procedure which should be adojded with regard 
to ihis matter and came to the conclusion that the aj)pointmeut of such 
a Committee to conduct a general emjuirv contemjdated in the reso- 
lution, viz., “to make a systematic examination of the present economic 
depression in Bengal”, would serve no useful purjmse. And that is 
why Government realized that, apart from other general factors which 
bad affected almost every country of the world, the fall in the price of 
raw' and manufactured jute was one of the primary causes responsible 
for the acute e(H)noniic de])ressioii in Beffgal. Sir, I lay stress on this 
aspect of the question that the Government of Bengal admitted in 1932 
that the fall in the price of raw and manufactured jute was one of the 
primary causes responsible for the acute economic depression in Bengal. 
Having held that view, they appointed a Committee of 13 members, 
including your honoured self, under the name of the Bengal Jute 
Enquiry Committee, to investigate the jute problem as affecting this 
province. Sir, I should also like to read with your permission the 
terms of reference to the Committee. They were — 

( 1 ) the question of regulation of the production of jute; 

( 2 ) the marketing of jute, including the establishment of regulated 

markets, and the supply of market information in a suitable 
form to the producers; 

( 3 ) the creation of a Jute Committee for the province of Bengal on 

tlie lines of the proposed Central Jute Committee and the 
minimum amount required to finance such a Committee, 

{ 4 ) the extent to which other materials have displaced jute and the 
likelihood of further substitutes being found in the near 
future; and 

{J) the possibilities of biaking any other economic use of jute to an 
extent that might relieve the present situation. 
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Sir, all these terms of reference were directed to one point, and that 
is that Government wanted to adopt measures, so that the price of jute 
might be sufficient and proper for the agriculturists, and the minimum 
price of jute might be raised to an economic and paying level. The 
Jute Enquiry Committee sulhmitted their reports in 1933, and it was 
found that the consensus of opinion of all the members of the Committee 
— though they sulhmitted two vsejiarate reports — was that measures should 
Ibe introduced {!) to restrict the production of jute in consonance with 
the world demand, to increase the holding power of the 

jute-growers and (J) to establish suitable marketing organization, so 
that the .jute-growers might get proper price for their jute. 

Sir, we the public expected that (lovernment would adopt measures 
to tackle these three problems at one time, so that the agriculturists 
could get a proper return. for their produce. Such measures were 
practicable proposition. Firstly, the production of jute could be so 
restricted that the supply might be adjusted to the demand. Secondly, 
if they would so desire Government could so organize tlie jute-growers 
that their holding power might be increased. And, thirdly, with 
adequate financial help Government could also set uj> suitable marketing 
organizations. 

These three thing.s tlie publii* wanted, but Government, insteiid of 
adopting these measures, in a half-hearted manner adopted the policy 
of voluntary restriction of production. Sir, when they adopted that 
policy of voluntarily restricting the production of jute, the puhli(‘ felt 
that GovernmenI changed their previous view-imint and proceeded to 
act in a half-hearted way for reasons best known to them.selves. The 
result proved that they were justified to feel like that. Then, Sir, after 
coming to this House we tabled a Hill for taking up all ' necesHary 
measures at one time, because wc re^jilised that mere restriction of pro- 
duction of jute would not tetch a proper price. By restriction of pro- 
. duction supplemented by raising the bolding power of the agriculturists 
and that again supplemented by the establishment of marketing 
organizations and warehouses all over the pioviiice — by simultaneous 
adoption of all these measures alone we could rai.se the price of jute, and 
that is what we wanted by the Bill presented to in this House. But 
unfortunately our Bill to that effect was not allowed to be introduced 
in the last .ses.sion and I do not know what will be its fate this session: 
if, however, Government do not want to give credit to non-official mem- 
beys for bringing in a mea.sure in this direction, let them adopt some 
such measure themselves and bring in a Bill ond legislate in any wj^y 
to enable the jute-growers to get proper price for their production. The 
present Government since they came into power knew no doubt that 
the volun^tary jute restriction failed and they were at a fix as to what 
should be done. At this stage when they found that two non^fficial Bills 
in this connection were brought in by two merabers-^one belonging to 
the Congress group and another to the Pr^ja group-^ihey apprehonded 
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that these two groups were going to take the credit from the agricul- 
turists; so they suddenly changed their mind and set up the machinery 
of voluntary restriction of jute again at a cost of Rs. 40,000, knowing 
full well that the whole amount would be spent in vain — not a single 
rupee would go towards benefiting the poor agriculturists and also 
knowing tliat this propaganda would have no effect. Simply to palliate 
the mind of the people, as an eye-wash, they have come forward with 
this demand for Rs. 40,000 for propaganda work. Strictly speaking, of 
course, it is not Rs. 40,000 but Rs. 15,000, because out of this 
Rs. 40,000, Rs. 25,000 will be found from surplus under the head “Agri- 
culture”. In any case, Rs. 40,000 w\\\ be spent on this futile propa- 
ganda work. This is how they have proceeded to improve the economic 
condition of the peasantry. Sir, the members of this House will find 
that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister stated in his financial statement 
when he submitted the original budget that the present Cabinet spent 
Rs. I,d8,000 in exce.ss of the previous year’s expenditure on agriculture. 
But I do not find provision of a single rupee out of that excess expendi- 
ture of Rh. I,d8,000 to be sp(‘nt for the real l)enefil of tlie agriculturiHts. 
Agriculturists are smothering under many grievances. Their main 
grievance is that the fertility of the land has deteriorated, and the other 
and most important grievance is that the value of their production has 
fallen and they are not getting proper return from cultivation. But 
the Agriculture Department, instead of solving any of those problems, 
Spent the whole amount of Rs. 1,38,000 towards other purposes and 
not for any purpose of directly benefiting the agriculturists. This 
time again the Department of Agriculture posing as a friend of agricul- 
turists have cxune with a demand of Rs. 40,000 for providing for some 
propagandists only but not for the benefit of the agriculturists. Sir, I 
believe that tlie members of this House are convinced that not a single 
pie of this Rs. 40,000 will go to the benefit of the poor agriculturists, 
and that the whole amount will be mis-spent. Government also know 
that no useful purpose will be served by voluntary- restriction of jute 
production. 

So I hope that realizing the futility of such expenditure the members 
of this House will refuse this demand for Rs. 15,000. 


Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: Sir, it has been the endeavour of my 
constituents — namely, the Eastern Bengal Europeans — to assist Govern- 
ment in jute restriction propaganda work and also statistical work for 
some years past. It is, however, our opinion that until such time as 
Government can give the cultivators an alternative crop in place of 
jute, which is more remunerative, it is inadvisable with the present 
prices which the raiyat is getting to make propagando too severe. 
After all if a raiyat finds he cannot grow a crop in place of jute which 
will yield him as good a j^turn, surely the members of this House 
would not force him to allow a portion of his ground to lie fallow. 
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It must also be taken into account that any form of jute restriction 
propaganda in Bengal must be embodied in the provinces of Bihar and 
Assam also. The Central Jute (Committee was formed to go into all 
the details* in connection with jute growing and it is only fair to allo'W 
them time to go into the matter before Government take any further 
steps in more intensive propaganda work. 

Mr. SHAHEDALi: In presenting the supplemental y estimate the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has already stated that at the time when 
the previous budget was presented no provision was made for jute 
restriction propaganda work. I beg to submit that there was no 
necessity at that time for provision of any money for jute restriction, 
as the Minister in charge thought that there was absolutely no necessity 
for jute restriction. This was quite elear from his speeih delivered on 
the 1st September 1937 on the tl<K)r of this House. He stated that 
in the second year of jute restriction, people cultivated 102, 0(X) acres 
of land while in the 3rd year, it ro.so up to 234,000 acres of land. He 
was not then in favour of jute restriction propaganda. The Ilon’hlc 
Minister of Agriculture threw the burden of jute restriction on the 
shoulders of the previous (Tovernment and he characterised himself as 
a layman in this field. He stat(‘d, “What 1 would like to say is Ihis, 
the jute restriction seheine was not started hy tlie present Government, 
but it is a legacy of the late (ioveriiment , and to mov»* a cut motion 
by way of censuring the present Government is, 1 do not think, fair 
or just”. 

Now, Sir, what has prompted tlie Ilon’hle Minister to start again 
the voluntary jute restrii'tion sehenie. It was a failure, it is a failure 
and it will be a failure to restrict jute eultivation, if left to the free- 
will of the cultivators. It is nothing but an exploitation of jinblic 
time, energy and money. By this method, only the rieh and influentiul 
cultivators will be benefited at the expense of the poor. 

Now, Sir, if the first fails naturally the second point comes, e.g., 
to raise the price by fixing minimum price of jute. Some meinhcTH 
are of opinion that the scheme is wholly an iinpractirable one. What 
is possible in one province is also possible in another. The proviiiee of 
Bihar has fixed the price of sugarcane, while sngan'une is also grown 
in Bengal, Assam, Java and other places. The claim of jnfe is a 
stronger one as much as fifteen annas jute is grown in this province. 
Mr. Cooper is of opinion that it is possible in consultation with neigh- 
bouring provinces. He says “Any measure, therefore, of pnivincial 
legislation to control the price and production of jute in Bengal will 
be useless unless the provinces of Bihar and Assam can be persnade<l 
to work in union with Bengal.’' It is not impossible to have consulta- 
tidii with the Ministers of other Provinces and thereby fix the minimum 
price of jute. The Minister in charge of the Department assured us 
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at that time that he would write to the Central Jute Committee enquir- 
ing whether it is possible for them to fix the minimum price of jute. 
He did write and get an anawer, but unfortunately we have not got 
anything. 

The Hon’hle Minister of Agriculture stated “The House is well 
aware that thbre is a Central Jute Committee which is already going 
into this question, and I am prepared to write to them and inform them 
that the members of this House desire that as early as possible we 
should oome to the question of fixing the minimum price of jute and 
ask for their advice if that is practicable, because I think they are 
the best persons to be referred to.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Discussion on the 
question of the minimum price of jute is out of order. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: My submission to the House is that instead 
of lu'oving in tlie right direction the Ilon’ble Minister in charge has 
taken refx)urse to profmganda work by people. Some of whom not only 
preach for restriction of jute but also preiich the creed of Muslim 
League. With these words I beg to sup|)ort the cut motion moved by 
my hon’ble friend over there. ^ 

Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM. I would like to speak on this question. 
I would be very brief because it is only a supplementary demand. I 
submit that my vocabulary is not as big us that of Mr. Biswas. Never- 
theless I cun bear witness to the futility of the entire propaganda 
carried on in this country in connection w’ith the jute restriction. I 
am not an expert on this subject, and I had no occasion to specialise 
in that branch of human activity in my life. I come from a village 
and the haj)piest part of my life was spent in the village, in close 
neighbourhood of the toiling millions, ond T have seen w^hat feeble 
attempts are being made to ameliorate the (*ondition of the jute-growing 
public in this country. No^v T nn’se this cut motion on two impoitant 
grounds, internal and external. 

So fai* as the internal aspect of the thing is concerned, I would 
like to refer to the characteristics of the peasantry of Bengal. First 
of all, these people are very conservative. They like to stand or fall 
by their old fashioned method. They do not like to^ take the newer 
method.s of agriculture : they do not like to introduce changes into their 
System. The conservative spirit of the peasants is a stumbling block 
in the w'ay of their accepting any newer scheme that may be placed 
before them. 

The second ground is that they are extremely lacking in the spirit 
ef enterprise. Thirdly. thv.y are wanting in foresight. Fourthly, I 
would like to submit that they are extremely sentimental. When the 
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Bpeakers from outside go to the villages and give illuminating lectures, 
sometimes by means of lantern slides, they enjoy those things very 
much; but* as soon as they go back to their houses they forget every- 
thing altogether. An enijuir^-^ into the actual state of things would 
substantiate what I am just placing before this House; Iliave personal 
knowledge of all these things. The characteristics of these people do 
not justify this sort of propaganda. 

As regards the second point, namely, the external aspect of 
the propaganda, i.e., the actual propaganda that is carried on in tliis 
(‘ountry, .1 «m in extreme doubt if tlie vast sum of money which is 
spent on this account is at all justified hy tlu‘ amount of benefit that 
accrues to tlie jutegrowing public. A reference* to the Annual lleport 
of the Department of Agriculture of Bengal for the year lOdth^i? \>ould 
show that for the purpose of (\) su])erintendence, more than Bs. 1 lakh 
was spent; (2) for supervising staff a sum of Bs. 4 lakhs was sp(‘nt ; 
(3) on experimental hirnis nearly Bs. 2 lakhs was spent ; I'd) on ayri- 
cultural experiment Bs. T0,(kKI; (h) for divisional s<M*d stores about 
Bfi. 5,000 was spcMit : (tl) agricultural scdiools Bs. 11.000 or more was 
spent; l7) jmblic exhibitions and fairs, Bs. 3,(H)0 and (<S) on miscella- 
neous jute restriction propaganda Bs. 20,tt00. Altogethei about 
Rfl. 9 lakhs was spent. 

Figures are not available iind 1 believe they cannot be had. and 
no speculation is possible in that lespect as to what amount of benefit 
will actually accrue to the jieasanls, and t(> what extent the jute-growing 
jmblic have been bcuiefited. (The Hoiride Mr, II, S. SriiHAWAnoY ; 
Price has gone up from Bs. 2-H to Bs. 0.) Therefore, on the face of 
it, it will aj)j)ear tlmt a huge sum of monev was sjjent on that account 
That is the position there. Now, Sir, if we are ai-tually bent iijion 
lauiK'hing a propaganda like that we can take recourse to some other 
means. I would submit that in rural areas we may set up .lute BcHtric-- 
tion Boards consisting of voluntary members from the locality and 
members of the TTnion Boards ot the locality may be r.r offuio rnemberH 
of those Boards, and they may carry (ui the work of propaganda. 
Moreover, so far as .speeches are concerned, our lloirble Ministers 
sometimes pay visits to important centres in the districts and there they 
may deliver speeches and sometimes jmmphlets or booklets also may be 
distributed, and I believe speeches fnun the lips of Hon’ble Ministers 
will be more telling and effective in this respect. Eleven Hon’ble 
Ministers may go round as they are actually going round at present. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Saptyal: Who will pay their exjienses?) Well, at 
any rate, we shall not have to spend doubly on that account. In that 
way they may give instructions to these people, and things may be done 
in that way. I remember that when you, Mr. Speaker, were the 
Education Minister, and had occasion to go to important centres in 
tbe districts, you actually delivered speeches for the restriction of 
jute. Hie same thing may be repeated now also. I, therefore, oppose 
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both on principle and also on grouds of utility and benefit to the jnte- 
growin^,^ public, this huge denjand that has been made. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, it seeius that the Muslim League has 
loouied large before the public eyj. It drew the attention of the 
members of the Congress Party yesterday when they spoke about the 
travelling allowances of the Hon’ble Ministers and it has also corns up 
to-day for discussion when my hon’ble friend Mr. Shahedali referred to 
the activities of the Jute Restriction Officer in going about to propagate 
thi cult of the Muslim League. I may tell my friends that the Muslim 
League does not require any propaganda whatsoever at the hands of 
anybody, because every Mussaljuan believes in the cult of the Muslim 
League, because every one is a preacher himself, and because the Muslim 
League is meant for the liberiy of ih(‘ coiiidry as a whole. It is also 
meant to bring aboul the econmoic solution ot llie country’s problem. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid you are going a bit beyond your limit. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: As regards the (juestion of restriction, I 
will ref T to the spe(*ch delivered by my triend Mr. Biswas and I will 
have to say tliat Mr. Biswas blew hot und cold in the same breath. 
Mr. Biswuis has submitted a Bill on this Mihject and this Bill will be 
coming up for consideration by this Ilousi* very soon. Therein he has 
pleaded for restriction, but he has pi ‘adtul for restriction of the produc- 
tion of jute not on a voluntary basis, but on a comj)ulsory basis. Now, 
it is the desire of every man wdu) lives in this country to look to the 
interests of the jumsants. Wlu'ther restriction w\]\ at all h‘ useful from 
the point of view ot the tenants, and it restriction is necessary, whether 
voluntary restriction will be useful or compulsory r'‘stri(dion will be use- 
ful, are matters which are not absolutely free from difficulty. These 
are matters which one may think are very i' 4 isy to come to a solution 
about, but others may think oth ‘rw’ise. So far qs 1 am personallv con- 
cerned, my view^ on this point is that, no far as compulstiry restriction 
is concerned, that is not at all advi.sable, nor will it be to the interest of 
the tenants tor whose Inmefit it is meant. In his Bill mv friend 
Mr. IMsw'as has laid down som ‘ conditions. One of them is that the man 
wiW have to jmy four annas per bigha of jute that he has got to sow; that 
means a further taxation of the tenants and I do not think that the 
people of Bengal will agree to i>ay any taxation whatsoever for cultivat- 
ing their own land. Moreover, th^ question of restriction will have to 
be judged with respect to tlie question of marketing, with respect to the 
question of fixation of j)rice, and so on and so forth. It is to ^ admitted 
that restriction is nec'ssary, but once we hold that compulsory restric- 
tion is not feasible certainly we have to go back to the other proposition, 
Dhmely, restriction by Propaganda. Whether voluntary restriction after 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


247 


mil , 

that trill also be of some utility to the tenants, will also liav;? to be con- 
sidered, and why? because it is also necessary to fix or raise the price of 
jute. Now, Sir, the question of raisinj? or fixing the price of jute is a 
mattar on which perhaps the assistance of exjjerts of economists or experts 
who deal in jute will be necessary. My humble opinion on the subject is 
that it is very easy to use catch-phrases and tell the public that we wanted 
to fix the price of jute but that oth u- j)eople are opposing it, and that it 
is for them and them only tiiat such a measure could not be passed. At 
the same time my friends ought to nonember whether, when th ‘V come 
to legislate on a particular subject, it will really be of any g<M)d to those 
for whom it is intended. Sir, in discussing this question, the question of 
supply and demand will have to naturally come in. So far as India is 
concerned, the jut{‘-growing provinces in India are Bengal, Bihar and 
Assam and perhaps a portion of Madras. (Dr. Nalin.\ksha Sany.al : 
And Orissa too.) Th ' jute produce of these provinces taken together is 
about 150 Ittcs of bales, and of these 150 lacs of bal(‘s about 85 lacs are 
consumed in the mills of India, whereas about 45 to 5tl la(‘s of bales are 
exported to foreign countries smdi as Great Britain, rt4ily, G(‘rmany, 
America, and so on and so fortli. When w* havi* got to go into this 
question we shall have to look to th(‘ holding power of the tcmants at the 
same time, but if it be that the juice of jute In* fixed at Us. 8 or Us. JO 
(Dr. Nalin.\ksil\ Sanyai. : Is all this rel’vant?) 1 submit that it is 
relevant in the sense tliat when the (juestion of restriction (‘omes in, the 
fixation of price is a necessary corollary of that and so it comes in. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I shall now adjourn the Jfouse for 
15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


After (uljourfUncnt, 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I have only a few more remarks to make 
on the subject. I was just talking alM>ut the holding jmwer of the 
tenants with regard to the fixation ot th(‘ price of jute. Now, if, for 
example, the price of jute be fixtul at Us. 8 or Us. 10 and if those who 
want to purcha.se jute from the tenants refuse to purchase it at Rs. 8 or 
Rs. 10, will it be po.s8ible for them to hold on, say, for about six months 
or for a year? I think, Sir, having r*gard to the present economic con- 
dition of the tenants of Bengal, it will be pra<4ically impossible for them 
to hold on even for a single day, because thqre are pressing demands 
made by the zamindars, mahajans and oth,T creditors, and therefore, as 
soon as jqte is harvested, they do not find even time enough to hoard it 
up in their homes but to sell it on the land itself. Under these circum- 
stances, I do not think it will b? possible for the tenants to agree to the 
fixation of the price of jute. It is alluriag no doubt, but when they 
find that they would be put to inconvenience and difficulties, they wij[l 
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themselves cry for a relaxation of that rule. Then it may ba argued 
l|ow will it be that they will be able to hoard up for so many months 
Irhich depends on the question of demand and supply. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. You did 
not allow Mr. Shahedali to move his motion on the ground 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that question might be left now. The 
guillotine has fallen. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand be reduced 
iby Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion about the policy of voluntary jute 
restriction pro])aganda) being put, a division was taken with the follow- 
ing result ; — 


AYES. 


AMbI HafMi, KhiR laliatfNr 
AMbI HakiBi, MiBlvt. 

AMbI MaJIA Maalvl. 

AMal Wahatf. Maalvl. 

AkB HBMalB tarkar. Maalvl. 

Akvl rail, Mr. Mi. 

Atkanryt OhaviliBry, Maharaja 
Maktagacka Myntaailaik. 
Akaiai Kkaa, Mr. lyti. 

Ailmaiila AkuMl, Mr. 

■aatrjM, Mr. r. 

■aaarlM, Mr. latya rriya. 

•aiB. Mr. laattab Kvaiar. 
•kawBilk, Or. Qakiaia Okanira. 
■mrai, Mr. larMira Natk. 
Okattapaikyay, laka Haripaia. 
Okanikiiil, Ral Naraaira Nath. 
Dai, lakB Mahlai Ohaaira. 

Dai, laka Raikaaalk. 

Dai Oapta, iaka Kkagiaira Nath. 
Dm Dapta, Or. 4 . M. 

Dm Oapta, Mr. Naraaira Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiriaira Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira. 

Datta Dapta, MIm Mira, 
laiiaial Napaa, Kali. 

Dkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriikaa. 

Dlpaaiiia Akaiai, Mr. 

•Mwaail, Mr. Talil Ohaaira. 
•apta, Mr.iafMk Ohaaira. 


Haiaa All Ckavrikury, Mr. lyii. 
ilaaab All Majuaiiar, Maalvl. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dikiaira Lall. 

Kania. Mr. Niikitha Natk. 

MaJI, Aiwaita Kaaiar. 

Majaaiiar, Mn. Hiaiaprava. 
Maiaaiiar, Mr. ilriaira Natk. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ohaaira. 

Mapkal Naiaia, Mr. 

Makkarji, Dr. Ibarat Ckaaira. 
Mallick, krijut Aikataik. 

Naikir, Mr. Him Ckaaira. 

Pala, Mr. Baraia PraiaRaa. 
Raailiaiila Akaivi, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kitkarl Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Nath. 

Ray, Ral Bahaiar Kihirai Ohaaira. 
•aayal. Or. Naliaakiha. 

•aayal, Mr. laiaaka fakhar. 
taa, Baba Nagaaira Nath, 
ihahaiali, Mr. 

•haauaiila Ahnai, Mr. M. 

•laha, Irijat Maaiaira Bhaiaa. 

•ar, Mr. Naraaira Kaaiar. 

Thakar, Mr. Pranatba Raajaa. 
Yaaiaf MIraa. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEI. 


Akiai Alii. Maalaaa Mi. 

Akial Dari. Maalvl. 

AIMal Nall, Mr. Hina. 

Akiai MaBi Mia, Mr. 

AkM Nakaaa^ Hr. 

Akiai Naklia Vikraaipari, Mr. Mi. 
Akiai Naiali kkak, Maalvl. 

AkM KaM. Mr. 

AkM Karta^ Mr. 

AkM UNt Rim. MMvi. 
AkMltaiM.Mr.Byai. 

AftM Wikik Rkaa. Mr. 


AbM Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakaiar A. P. M. 
Akiar Rakaua Bliiipi, Mr. 

Akiar RaM. Kkaa taMk Maalvl i. 

Akiar Ranak, Maalvl. 

AMat kbakaai, Maalvl Mi. 

Akal NaMa, Mr. AkanC 
Attak Naaala iaariar, M> a l vl. 

Akarai AN. Rkaa SakM Maalaaa Kaayatpart- 
Akani AH MvMka. MaaM. 

AkiMi Naaala, Mr. 

AifaaaMa AkaMi^ Kkaa Bakaiar 
AraNtaaat, Mi. W. L. 
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■aralAli,Mr.M. 

■ma, taka Prtalwri. 

■anaaa, Bata Uaaaara Mata. 

•Itwai. Bafea Uktiaii Narayaa. 
eatpaaaiala. Mr. 4. W. 
eranlaM. Mr. L. M. 

Dat, Mr. Aaakai Ckaaira. 

Dat, Mr. Kiilt Bkataa. 

Dai, Mr. Maaaiakaa. 

Ettar, Mr. Uaaairaaatk. 

Farkat Baaa Kkaaaai, Bifaai. 

Fallal Naa, tka Naa’kit Mr. A. K. 

Fallal QaaMr, Kkaa BakaEar Maalvi. 

Balaai tararar.Naiaial, Mr. Ikak tyaa. 
arlMtkt, Mr. 0. 

Hakikallak. tka Haa*kla Navak Bakaiar K.. af 

Dacca. 

NaBiaMla OkaarEkary. Maalvi. 

NaaiWaaia Akaiad, Kkaa takik. 
Naiaaananiaa, Maalvi ME. 

Naikaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Bakatfar. 

Naaiaa MartkaE, Mn. 

Nataaially JaaiaCar, Kkaa Sakik. 

Nayaraatl, Mr. Rafara. 

Naairy, Mr. DavM. 

HIrtial. Mr. M. A. F. 

Naaiaa, Mr. F. T. 
larli AkaiaC Mia. Mr. 

JaaiaiaMia Akaia^, Mr. 

KakiraMia Kkaa, Kkaa takik. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

MaRiaMla Akaiat, Or. 

MaBiaMia Ckaatkary, Maalvi. 

Maatal, Mr. Birat Okaatra. 

Maatal, Mr. Jagat Ckaatfra. 

Maairattla AkkaaC, Maalvi. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Makaaiaiat All, Kkaa BakaCar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., C.I.C. 

Mailaai All Mallak, Maalvi. 

Mnaaiaial Hag, Maalvi Mi. 


MakaaiMi Aim, Kkaa lakM Maahri Byai. 
MakaMauM Ikrakia^ MaaM. 

Makaaiaiai likagaa, Maalvi. 

Mafcaaiaiai lirall, Maalvi. 

MaNIck, tka Haa'kia Mr. Makaaia Bafcary. 
MaRfck, Mr. Falla Bakary. 

Maakarraft Naaaaia, tka Naa*kla Navak, Kkaa 
Bakaiar. 

Maatagatval Hagaa, Mr. tyat. 

Naaiy. tka Haa’kia Makaraja M$ Bkaaira, at 
Kaaimkatar. 

Naaarattak, Nawakiaia K. 

Naaakar All, tka Naa'kia Maalvi lyai. 
Naiiaiaiiia, tka Haa'kia Kkvaja Mr, K.O'I.K. 
Nartaa. Mr. H. R. 

FaHaa, Mr. W. 0. 

Rakaiaa, Kkaa Bakaiar A. M. L. 

Ralkat, tka Han'klal Mr. Frataaaa Dak. 

Raiaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray. Baka Fatiraai. 

Ray. tka Haa’kia Mr BiJay Fruai liagk, Kt. 
Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 
laiaraiiia Akaiai, Mr. 
tatraiMa Akaiai, HaJI. 

•atiai. Mr. I. A. 

•aaaaiiak. AI-HaJ Maalaaa Dr. 
tarkar, Baka Maikaiaiaa. 

•arkar, tka Haa'kia Mr. Nalial Raa|aa. 

•amaa, Mr. R. M. 

•arajai lilaia, Mr. 

•kakakaiiia. Mr. Kkvaja, 0. B. K. 

•kaaisaiila Akaiai Kkaaikar, Mr. 

Magka, Baka Kikatra Natk. 
ttavaa, Mr. 4, W. R. 
takravariy, tka Haa’kia Mr. H. I. 

Taaiiiaiila Kkaa. Maalvi. 

Talal Akaiai Okaaikary, Maalvi Haji. 

Waller Rakaiaa. Maalvi. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiaf Ali Ckaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akvai Okaaikary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes Ibeing 58 and Noes being 104, the motion was lost. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Htibibullah 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be grante<l for expenditure 
under the head “40 — Agriculture” during the current ye^r 19»37-38 was 
put and agreed to. 


MOTIONS. 

TIm Bengal Mi||aniity Banaflt Bill, 1937. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move that to 
the personnel of the Select Committee to which the Bengal Maternity 
Benefit Bill, 1937, has been referred the following names be added, 
namely : — 

Mr. W. A. M. Walker, and 
Mr. I. G. Kennedy. 



250 


GOVEENMENT BILLS. 


[16th Feb., 


We have had the misfortune to loose two members of the Select Com- 
mittee who represented the employers as they have resigend from this 
Assembly. In their places these two gentlemen have been elected and 
I propose that their names be added. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I beg to move, by way ot 
amendment, that the name of “Mr. J. N. Gupta” be added after 
“Mr. I. G. Kennedy”. ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, have you got any objection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: I have no objection to 
Mr. J. N. Gupta’s name being added. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then shall I put all the three names together? 
The motion that to the personnel of the Select Committee to which the 
Bengal Maternity Benefit Bill, 1937, has been referred, the names of 
Mr. W. A. M. Walker, Mr. I, G. Kennedy and Mr. J. N. Gupta be 
added was then put 4ind agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The next question is the Bill of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prasanna Deb Baikat to amend the Bengal Rhinoceros Preserva- 
tion Act, 1932. 


The Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I beg to intioduce 
a Bill to amend the Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation Act, 1932. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please move your next motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: I beg also to move 
that tlm said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have all 
got notice of the Bill called the “Rhinoceros Preservation Bill” but 
some of us„ have been wondering if that animal is really in existence 
in Bengal at all. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even in the Assembly there are 
many. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANMN BARKER: I find one. 
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Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: And we want to know from the 
Hon’ble Minister what is the utility of the rhinoceros’s horns and what 
are the portions of rliinoreros whi(‘]i the Hon’ble Minister is so much 
interested in preserving and for the possession of which, a fine which 
is prohibitive, if not punitive, is c'onteni plated. Of txnirse, if the 
Hon’ble Minister contemplates to bring nnder the purview of this Bill 
all living persons and animals who have got thick skins, who win bejiJf 
up all kinds of insults, iiijurv or damage done to their persons, there 
may be some utility and we all want to know what kind of rhinoceros 
the Hon’ble Minister conlemplate^H by this Bill to preserve. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: From the des- 
crij)tion which he has gueii it is net very ditlicult to find it out. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 think T ought not to take 
up the time of this House and 1 am sure that, before the cut motions 
are moved, the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten the House with regard 
to the precise nature of the Bill, its scoju* and ai)plication and wliat 
he really intends to preserve 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 ('annot congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister for bringing a Bill of this nature because I expected 
from him a Bill to preserve the poor tenants of Bengal instead of bring- 
ing out a Bill to preserve the animals of forests. But I do not wonder 
at this because he is a 7iemindar and he (‘ares more for preserving the 
games than for i)reserving the j>()or tenants of Bengal. This reminds 
me, Sir, ot the story of Mr. Spimcer the poet. When his hoinse was 
burnt by the Irish rebels and he was weeping, a member of the Lords’ 
family came forward and asked him whether he lost his dog, because 
big men and zemindars do not know sorrow or grief until and unless 
they lose a horse, ^ dog or any other thing which amuses them. The 
Hon’ble Minister comes from North Bengal and I expected that he 
will bring in a Bill at lea.st to benefit some people of that locality. 
Now, Sir, instead of'doing that he wants now to preserve animals whiidi 
are practically extinct. I may summarize his activities for bringing 
this Bill that after mountainous lalmur the Hon’ble Minister of North 
Bengal has produced a rat. 

The Hcm’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, in this connec- 
tion first of all, I would point out to Mr. Gupta he wants to know 
what sort of rhinoceros it is, but it is — 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir, Shall I not get an opportunity to move my amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Amendments will ^>me in after this motion is 
passed. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: But Mr. Gupta 
knows very well that all over the world people are tr3riiig to preserve 
all the rare animals — rhinoceros and other animals, Hirds and lizards, 
which are getting extinct, and he wants to know what sort of animal 
it is. I would point out to him to go and see in the Zoo. (Laughter.) 
My intention is only to save these animals from extinction and that 
is why I have brought forward this Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH; Sir, I beg to move by way of 
amendment thal Ihe Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
f)pinion by the dlst of December 1938. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I want to draw the pointed 
attention ot the llon'ble Minister in charge that these unlimited and un- 
warrarited jK)wers if handed over to Forest Guards and Police the suffer- 
ings of the poor ])eople vould know no bounds. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanaullnh, 1 atn very sorry to interrupt you. 
My attention has just been drawn to a mistake in the printing arrange- 
ment as it a])pears (ui the agenda ])aper. I did not notice before that 
there w'as a motion for the juirpose of eli(‘iting })ublic ()])inion standing 
in your name. The moti»)n that the Bill be taken into conHi«leration has 
just now been ])aHsed, and I am afraid that your motion for circulation 
for the ])urpose of eliciting jmblic o])inion cannot be taken up at this 
stage. It should have been taken lip earlier. In ar>y case, your motion 
fails. I am very sorry that my attention was not drawn to it earlier 
nor did you rise in your place. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 3 in proposed section 4B(/), line o, for the words “one 
thousand” the words “two hundred and fifty” be substituted, and, also, 
thal ill clause 3 in proposed section 4B(-:;^), line 4, for the words “two 
thousand” the words “five hundred” be substituted. 

Sir, the present Rhinoceros Preservation Bill is an amending Bill. 
The original Act — the Act which it is proposed to amend — is a com- 
paratively new^ Act. This Ac:| was passed only in 1932. It was passed, 
I believe on the lines of the Elephants Preservation Act which is the 
Government of India Act VI of 1879. The Bengal Act of 1932, i.e., 
the Rhinoceros Preservation Act, sought to prevent — rather it made 
illegal and punishable — the illicit killing or capturing of, or even injury 
to a rhinoceros. Nowr, Sir, a rhinoceros is certainly not such an in- 
organic substance or an inanimate object, that its parts may be taken 
away without injuring, capturing or killing the animal. Therefore, 
the present amending Bill whose object, so far as I can gather from 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, is to control illicit trading in 
pttrta of a rhinoceros can be an Act for the preservation of rhinoceros 
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only in an indirect maimer. Like the original Act it is not directly a 
Rhinoceros Preservation Act. Therefore tlie Bill is a iiiisiioiiier in so 
far it is named the Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation (Amendment) Bill. 
If that be'the case, then we should scrutinize the Bill, as the Bill pro- 
poses to create certain new offences, and not only to create these new 
offences but to punish these offences heavily. It proposes that for the 
illegal possession of even a part of a rhinoceros a man should be 
punished with a fine amounting to Rs. 1,000 and for repeating the 
offence with a fine extending to Rs. 2,000. Let us see, Sir, whether 
the present circumstances call for the enactment of such a Bill or not. 

Sir, if you refer to the Forest Administration Report for 1933-34, 
you will find what was the position then. I am referring to this report 
inasmuch as if was the report of the year that followed the enactment 
of the original Act of 1932. In 1933-34, the position as regards this 
class of offences — I mean the offences against rhinoceros — was as 
follows : — 

“During the year (xircasses of three elei)hants, one elephant calf, 
one rhinoceros without horn, were found in the forests of 
Buxa Division. A full-grown rhino calf was found lying 
in the Teesta River in a precarious (X)ndition with serious 
wounds in its left foreleg and succumbed to the injuries.” 

^^o Kalis or shots however could he recovered from the Imdy. There- 
fore, the Forest departmental report could mention only one or two 
supposed instances of offences against the rhinoceros in 1933-34. 

Then coming to the report for 1934-35, we find the following 
observation : — 

“The object of the game siinctuary in the Buxa Division w'as 
achieved, and the c/tmching of rhinoceros in the lociility was 
brought under control.” 

And, Sir, we find if) the report no mention of any offence of killing or 
injuring a rhinoceros. 

In these circumstances, Sir, I think that (iovernmeni have got to 
make out a strong case for enacting a Bill proposing to create a new 
class of offences entailing such heiivy punishments, as they have pro- 
posed in this mea.sure. Fnless the Government am make out a very 
strong o^se, I think the Bill ought to be rejected. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you moving the other amendment w’hich also 
stands in your name — I refer to No. 42? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Yes, Sir, I am moving 
both the amendments, i.e., Nos. 38 and 42. 

One word more. Sir. In the Elephan^ Preservation Act provision 
is made for a fine of Es. 500 only, and not more. This Bill propose! 
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to punish an offender with the much heavier fine of Rs. 1,000, and even 
of Rs. 2,000 in cases of repetition. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Das Gupta, are you moving both \he amend- 
ments that stand in your name — I am referring to Nos. 39 and 43? 

Mr. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Yes, Sir. 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 in proposed section 4B(7), line 5, 
for the word “thousand” the word “hundred” be substituted, and, also, 
that in clause 3 in proposed section 4B(2), line 4, ,for the word 
“thousand” the word “hundred” be substituted. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, Uni Ilarendra 
Nath Chaudhuri want-ed that the fine should be Rs. 250 for the first 
offence and Rs. 500 for subsequent offences. I may point out to him 
that rhinoceros is a valuable animal worth more than Rs. 2,000. 
Perhaps Mr. Rai Chaudhuri has not taken into account the value of 
its skin and bones. I would ask him to come with me and I will show 
him carcasses of a few animals still lyinj? in the junjjfles in the Duars 
and he will then understand what amount of poaching? is ^oing on. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The report says that 
poaching has been stopped. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Speaking from my 
own personal experience I say that the number of rhinoceros has become- 
very small and I do not think it is now more than 150 to 200. Unless 
some stringent measures are taken this animal will be totally extinct. 
I would, therefore, ask tlie members of the House to accept this Bill, 

Mr. Speaker, 1 will now put the Bill clause by clause from the 
beginning. 

The motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The motion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The motions of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri were put and lost. 

The motions of Mr. Narendm Nath Das Gupta were put and lost. 

The motion that clause d .‘itand part ot the Bill was |)ut and agreed 
to. 

The motion that the Preamble stands j>art of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 beg to move that 
the said Bill, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Touts Bill. 

The Horfble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadu 

I beg to introduce a Bill for the euppression of touts in courts a: 
certain ofBces in Bengal. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahaihi 

I beg also to move that the said Bill be circulated for the purpose 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 15th May 1938. 

Sir, I do not think I need speak much on a subject like this. A 
the members, and specially the pleader members know what a tout 
We do note like that these touts should infest the courts and other offi( 
and do a lot of injury that they are actually j)erpetrating. To put 
stop to this evil^ the present Bill has been introduced and before 
woubl ask the House to consider ti»e Bill and pass it, I personally thi 
that it would be better to circulate tlie Bill for the purpose of elicitii 
public opinion thereon. After receiving public oj)inion, if it 
considered lliat the Bill is worth proceeding with, then I will take 
up, but on the contrary, if 1 find otherwise, 1 will not take it up. 

The motion that the Bill for the suppteasion of touts in courts a 
certain offices in Bengal be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opini 
tVereon by the 15th May 1938 was put and agreed to. 


The Calcutta Official Receiver’s Bill, 1938. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadi 

I beg to introduce a Bill to jirovide for the administration and conti 
of the Official Heceiver of tin* High ('lourt in Calcutta. 

The Secretiiry then read the short title of the Bill. 


The Hon’blo Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadi 

I beg to move that tlie said Bill he referred to a Select Committee cc 
sisting of — 

(1) Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

(2) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 

(3) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 

(4) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(5) Mr. F. C. Brasher, 

<6) Mr. Debi Prasad Ehaitan, 
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(7) Mr. Pulin Beliary Mjjllick, 

(8) Maulvi Abdul Bari, 

(9) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(10) Al-Haj Maulana Dr. Sanaullah, 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, and 

(12) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 9th March 1938, and 
the number of members necessary to form a quorum shall be five. 

I think it will not be necessary for me to justify my action in bring- 
ing a Bill of this nature before this House. You are all aware that at 
present the High Court is in charge of the Official Becelver’s office. 
The High Court for reasons best known to all the Calcutta iaw'^yors now 
iay that it is not in a position to control the Officiaf Receiver’s action, 
as it has not got sufficient number of officers to check and audit the 
accounts of that office. It has, thei*efore, come forward with a proposal 
that this task should be taken over by the Government of Ihuigal. The 
Government of Ikuigal have no alternative but ti» accej)t it. They have 
investigated into the financial obligations of this proposal and found 
that although they would have to spend about Us. 5(),()()t), the actual 
income would be Rs. 76,000. So there will clearly be a net profit of 
Rs. 20,000 to Government. Although a part of this profit was coming 
to Government before also, the work that is being done by the Official 
Receiver is not what it ought to be. I do not like to disclose all the 
facts that have been brought to our notice. Under the circumstances 
1 think it proper to enlighten the House that the time has come when 
the Government of Bengal should take over this task and perform it 
honourably and creditably. I believe that the Government of Bengal 
will be able to do the work in a proper way and without any difficulty. 
So I hope you will not object to the principle of the Bill, and accept 
it. The Select Committee that is going to be appointed will l)e able 
to revise or amend or modify the proposals that I have made in the 
body of the BilL 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, may I move my amendment^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got the written consent of the members? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Yes, Sir. I can hand it over just 

EOW. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As you have not alr^dy handed it over, you cannot 
move it. 

18 
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Mauivi AB^UL LATIF BISWAS: firfmay 1 moTe my amend- 
ment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you got the consent of the members? 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have not given it to me. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: 1 will do it now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have ruled out one member and I do not think 
I can exercise my discretion in favour of another. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AcQournment. 

The Houfte was then adjourned till 445 p.m. on Thursday, the 17th 
September 19d8, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


c 
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JExdse rates on: (Q.) p. 121. 

Qhote, Mr. AtuI Krlihna 

Deputy Buperintendent of the Dacca 
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cijml eltH tions: (Q.) p. 115. 
(’onstrintioii of separate building for 
Reiigul Degislative ("oiineil: (Q.) p. 
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Employees in the civil courts of Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 116. 

Panel of Public Prosocutors and Crown 
briefs at Noakhalh (Q.) pp. 129, 
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Construction of separate building for 
Bengal Legislative Council: (Q.) 
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subdivision of Dinajpur: (Q.) pp. 
226, 227. 

Ration of prisoners in jails: (Q,) pp. 
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Qualihoatlons 

Of the Demonstrators in the Agricul- 
ture Department lor propaganda 
work: (Q.) p. 178. 

Quaation 

Short-notice: p. 136. 

Raikut, tha Hon'bla Mr. Pratanna Dab 
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PeniiNsion ot rent of the Noabad taluks 
III Chittagong: (Q.) p. 117. 

Pe.soliition. j)p 8,3, 8.5, 

Sale of taiizis m Bakarganj C^ollec- 
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Rulings 

Of Mr. Speaker, regarding privilege 
of the House, pp. 147, 1*58. 
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Sanyal, Or. Nalinakgha 

v/Adjourninent motion: pp. 77, 78. 
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subdivision of Dinajpiir: (Q.) p. 
227. 

Ration of prisoners in jails; (Q.) p. 
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•arajul talam, Mr. 
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